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MY LORD, 


| 4 E book I take leave to preſent to your Royal Highneſs is of - 


the nature of thoſe which are improving as well as entertaining. 
Though the ſubje& appears light, yet it conduces to ſomething uſeful, 
on account of the morality couched in it. The mind muſt have ſome 
relaxation; it is in thoſe moments, my lord, wherein your Royal 
Highneſs lays aſide your more ſerious ſtudies, that I hope you will caft 


your eye upon my book. I preſume to flatter myſelf that it will pleaſe 


you; and if it does ſo, I may depend upon it's ſucceſs, ſince your ap- 


r will, draw along with it that of all my readers. Indeed, my 


rd, it is no common thing to find, in ſo tender an age, ſo many excel. 
lent 8 as meet together in your Royal Highneſs; though it 
would be a wonder if you did not poſſeſs them all, being born of a prince 


who is leſs famous for his i{luſtrious birth than for his perſonal merit, 
and a ſublimity of genius not often to be equalled. The vaſt know- 


: _—_ he has acquired in all the ſciences proper to form a great prince, 
and his valour, ſo well known throughout all Europe, and of which 

he can ſhew ſuch glorious marks, reverberate. upon your Royal 

Highneſs; and it is already perceptible in your countenance, and in 

your moſt indifferent actions, that you are the worthy offspring of that 
ero. Cee | | | 


But, my Lord, I find I ſwell a little too high: it is for more maſterly 
pens than mine to write ſuch panegyricks; none but Apelles had 


& right to paint Alexander; and I ought, in imitation of the modetty 
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1 DEDICATION. 


| of the other painters of that age, to content myſelf with admiring in 
1 private the ſhining actions of the prince you owe your birth to, with- * 
| out venturing to disfigure them by unequal praiſes. I ſhall never be. 
blamed for my reſpectful filence; whereas nobody, perhaps, would 
have been ſatisfied with the weakneſs of my commendations. _ 


* | I am ſenſible of my own inability ; and do not hope to obtain your 
8 Royal Highneſs's good graces ſo much hy the offer I am bold to make 
| - you of the following ſheets, as by the ſincere zeal with which I am, 
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T ARTARIAN TALES 


EAR Aſtracan lived a ſo- 
li Dervis“, wlio, re- 


L N H turning one evening from 
we? 


angling upon the banks of, 
the River Volga, was ſur- 
prized. to find on the 


threſhold of his cell a child new- born and 
ſtark- naked. He took it in his arms, and 


ran to tell this accident. to a taylor of 
Aſtracan, called Kourban, from whom 
he was often uſed to receive alms. 

The taylor's wife happily was brought 
to bed the very night before of a daugh- 
ter, which died the moment ĩt came into 
|. the world. She offered the breaſt to the 

child the dervis had hrought her; and for- 
getting, as it were, her own daughter, 

— her affection entirely to the little 
boy, whom ſhe named Schems-Eddin. 
The taylor and his wife having had no 
children for near fifteen years, loved little 
Schems-Eddin with extreme tenderneſs; 
and the boy, believing himſelf. their ſon, 
returned it with a reſpe& and ſubmiſſion 
which augmented the affection they had 
for him. When he was grown up, not- 
withſtanding the inclination he found in 
himſelf for arms, the ſole will of Kour- 
ban engaged him to learn the trade of 


| ataylor; and in leſs than two years he 


e ſuch extraordin reſs in that 
profeſſion, that 2 at, a 
perſon, without taking any meaſure, he 
could: make a ſuit of cloaths as exactly 
fit as the beſt taylor in Aſtracan could 
make with ever ſo much meaſuring. 

Schems-Eddin's {kill quickly made a 
noiſe all over the town: nobody was 


thought to have a tolerable good taſte 


if he was not dreſſed in a ſuit of his mak 
ing; and moſt of the ladies. employed, 
him without giving umbrage to their 
huſbands, becauſe by ſeeing them only at 
a diſtance, he coul 
bring them ſuch a habit as they deſired. 


— - 


in four days time 


One day, as this ygung taylor was in 


his ſhop, an old ſlave accoſting him, de- 
ſired to ſpeak with him in private. Sir, 


ſaid ſhe, be ſo kind as to come along 
© with me immediately: two of the hand- 


© ſomeſt ladies in all Aſtracan have oc- 
caſion for your ſervice. Schems-Eddin 


readily promiſed to go with her. But 


this is not all, replied the woman 
© you muſt conſent to have yaur eyes 
© muffled; otherwiſe I muſt not carry 
© you along with me. Schems-Eddin 
was. ſurprized at ſuch a propoſal; but re« 
ſolving to venture any thing rather than 
miſs of ſeeing a couple of beautiful la- 


dies, he immediately went with the old 
woman. She conducted him to a little 


houſe in the ſuburbs of Aſtracan; carried 
him into a parlour, and pulling out. a ſilk- 
handkerchief embroidered with 
rpc him to two black ſlaves, who 

their ſabres in their hands; ordered 
them to bind his eyes with that handker- 
chief, and to conduct him to the place 
where he was expected: but that if he 
ſhewed the leaſt curioſity to diſcover the 
way they led him, they ſhould that mo» 
ment cut off his head. ' 


lor, * Fear no * ſaid the old o- 
man to him: provided you are wile and 


F be Derviſes are a ſort of Mahometan monks. They affect to appear modeſt, humble, 
patient, and charitable. They go with their legs naked, and their ſtomachs bare; nay, ſome 
of them burn themſelves, with a hot iron to exerciſe their patience, They make profeſſion of 
poverty, chaſtity, and obedience; but if they have not virtue enough to contain themſelves, 
| they may get leave to quit their monaſtery, There are ſome of theſe ſolitary Derviſes much 


like our hermits, 


geld, 


This order wh corner Young tay= _ 
gy 


* diſcreet | 


* 
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© diſcyeet, your life is ſafe. Hereſumed 

bis cov 
them to bind his eyes, and walked thus 
blindfold for the ſpace of an hour; when 
the ſlaves taking off his muffler, he found 
himſelf in a hall magnificently lighted by 
above a hundred wax-tapers. 


At the upper-end of the hall was a 


throne of maſſy ſilver, upon which ſat 


three ladies, each covered with a veil; 
through which it was nevertheleſs eaſy 
to perceive that one of them, though per- 
fectly handſome, was about forty years 
old; and that nature had formed no- 
thing ſo charming and ſo compleat as the 


eighteen. A great number of female 


Haves, veiled in the fame manner, and 


ranged on each ſide of the throne, kept a 
profound filence, and ſeemed reſpe&t- 
Fally to wait the command of the three 
— | "I 

After they had given the taylor time 
to look about him, and admire ſo much 
magnificence, the lady that appeared the 
eldeſt of the three roſe from the throne, 

© Schems-Eddin,' faid ſhe, * your repu- 
© tation has excited our curiolity, We 
© haye heard wonders concerning your 
© (kill, and are willing to be judges of it 
© ourſelves. Look well upon theſe two 

1 young ladies; view their ſhapes with 

© attention : dare you engage, without 

© taking any other meaſure, tomake each 
© of them a genteel ſuit of cloaths? 

Madam, replied the young taylor, 1 

4 ſhall do my endeavours to keep up the 

reputation I have with ſome juſtice ac- 

„ 

o 

6 

o 


quired, I have viewed theſe ladies 


enough; order me the ſilks, and in 
eight days time you ſhall be fatis- 
ed. | 
The black ſlaves, upon this, led 
 Schems-Eddin into another room, and 
opened twenty coffers, which were all full 
of the fineſt ſilks of the Eaſt, He choſe 
what was neceſſary to make the two ha- 
bits compleat. His eyes were again muf- 


fed, and he was led to the houſe of the 


old woman, who re- conducted him home. 
* If you would have your good fortune 
© continue,” ſaid ſhe to him at parting, 
© do not ſeek to know from whence you 
come, or for whom you are to work; 
the leaſt ſtep you take towards ſuch a 


* An Arabian way of ſpeaking, to deſcribe an extraordinary beauty. tug 6 
+ The Houries are virgins, which Mahomet promiſes to the good Muſſulmen death 2 
they are always to ſeem virgins, and to de perfeRly beautiful. | | 


on theſe promiſes, ſuffered 


© days hence, and carry you-to the ſame 


other two, who ſeemed to be hardly 


and, after having 


it could be compared to nothing but that 


* 


diſcovery will coſt you your life: think 

© of nothing but how to execute, as ſoon 
© as. poſſible, the orders you have re- 
© ceived. I ſhall fetch you again eight 


© ladies, upon the former conditions.“ 

The old woman having taken leave 
of Schems-Eddin, he went to bed, after 
he had neatly laid up the filks, reſolving 
to begin the ſuits at break of day : but 
he could not cloſe his eyes all the night; 
the charms of one of the young ladies 
returned to his mind a thouſand times. 
Two large blue eyes, whoſe brightneſs 
ſhot through the obſcurity of her veil, 
had made ſuch an e upon his 
mind, that he was no longer maſter of 
himſelf. He got up, lighted his lamp, 
udied ſome time in 
what manner he ſhould cut out his ſilks, 
he hit upon a method ſo uncommon, and 
withal fo advantageous to the beauty of 
the two young ladies, eſpecially of her he 
admired, that he had very good reaſon 
to believe they would be pleaſed with his 
performance. He then ſet to work with 
abundance of care and diligence; and 
the cloaths being finiſhed at the day ap- 
pops the old woman who came to 
etch him, committed him with his eyes 
muffled into the hands of the two blacks; 
who, after having led him through the 
ſame paſſages as before, preſented him to 
the three ladies, whom he found ſeated 
upon the throne of ſilver. 3 
Schems-Eddin had no ſooner opened 
his bundle, and ſpread out the habits, 
than they began to extol his wonderful 
fancy. The two ladies for. whom they 
were made retired into a ſort of ward- - 
robe with four ſlaves. They returned 
into the hall a few minutes afterwards - 
without veils, and in their new habits, 
but a thouſand times more brilliant than 
the full- moon“. So ſoon as they ap» 

peared, the hall reſounded with the ap- 
e of the ſlaves; and the young tay- 
or was ſo ſtruck with the charms of her 
to whom he had conſecrated his heart, 
that he fell backwards upon a ſopha, and 
was ready to die with the extreme plea- 
ſure he felt in that moment. Indeed, the 
beauty of thoſe ladies was ſo great, that 


% 


of the Houries . 


They 


They extolled Schems-Eddin to the 
ſkies, praiſed the invention and-neatneſs 
of his work, gave him each of them a 
purſe of a hundred pieces of gold, and 

begged him to make them two more ſuits 
different from thoſe which he had now 
brought them. The young man went 
into the filk-room, choſe five pieces of a 
very pretty fancy, made two other ſuits 
more fingular than had yet been ſeen, 
returned at the eight days end with the 
ſame ceremonies, received greater ap- 
plauſes than before, two hundred e 
of gold, and orders for chuſing ſilks to 
make up more. In ſhort, this trade con- 
tinued for ſeven weeks together; in which 
time Schems-Eddin made up fourteen 
ſuits of cloaths, and received as many 
purſes of gold; when the paſſion he had 
conceived for one of the two ladies grew 
ſo violent, that, notwithftanding the dif- 
tance there appeared to be between him 
and her, he refolved to declare his love, 


how he ſhould go about it, he could think 
of no other expedient but to put a letter 
for her in the pocket of the next ſuit of 


for her in terms ſo moving and ſo ſub- 
miſſive, that he hoped, if ſhe did not ac- 
cept of his heart, at leaſt ſhe would for- 
give his raſhnels in offering it, 
The letter had all the effect Schems- 
Eddin could wiſh for. The next time 
he appeared before his lady, inſtead of 
anger, he read in her eyes ſomething ſo 
ſweet, that he had much ado to refrain 
from throwing himſelf at her feet. He 
preſented her with her cloaths; ſhe went 
out to try them ; and ſent them back to 
him a moment afterwards, with word 
that they were ſomething too little. 
The young taylor, who well knew 
that the cloaths were as they ſhould be, 
ſoon imagined that this was only a feint 
to convey him an anſwer. He pulled out 
his ſciſſats and his needle; and, pre- 
tending to alter what was amiſs, ſearched 


letter, which he dextrouſly put up; and 
then returned the habit, without having 
made the leaſt alteration in it. The lady 
was very well ſatisfied with it, and came 
again into the hall. New orders wert 
given to the young taylor; he was re- 
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bo, 


After having conſidered -a great while 


cloaths he ſhould carry her. He executed 
this deſign z and expreſſed what he felt 


the pockets, and in one of them found a 


— 


SR 
* 


conducted as uſual; and che moment he 
was got home, he broke open the letter, 
in which he read what follows, 


Could not, amiable Schems-Eddin; 
« be inſenſible to your paſſion; tor 
© deſcribe it in colours ſo lively, and fo 
natural, that I ſhould be afraid of of- 
fending our great Prophet if I repaid 
it with ingratitude. I love you; 

do not bluſh to confeſs it. Every thing 
in you pleaſes me; and you ould 
quickly be happy if it depended upon 
me alone to crown your love, which 1 
believe is ſincere and honourable. But, 
dear light of my life, what tears muſt 
this confefſion colt you, when you - 
know that I am for ever ſhut up in a 
place where all things are defigned for 
the pleaſures of the King of Aſtracan, 
and the unfortunate Zebd-El- caton * 
muſt never hope to be united with th 
tender Schems-Eddin !” | 


If the young taylor felt an infinite deal 
of joy at reading of this letter, that joy 
was not unmixed with grief.  Zebd-El1- 
caton was the fineſt woman in all Tar- 
tary ; but it was impoſſible not to know 
that ſhe was the favourite of Alſaleh + 
King of Aſtracan. Schems-Eddin was 
too converſant among the principal per- 
ſons iu the city not 5 | have bean tall er 


a „ WG N 6.4 


the charms of that young lady, and her 


cruelty towards the king. As that prince 
was above ſixty years old, and Zebd- 
El-caton hardly ſeventeen, ſne did not- 
know how to reconcile herſelf to ſexage- 
nary ſighs; and the King of Aſtracan, 
who loved her with unparalleled ardour 
and delicacy, being unwilling to make 
. uſe of the authority he had over his ſlave, 
waited with patience till his unbounded 
complaiſance ſhould gain him tke fair- 
one's heart. 1 
Schems-Eddin too plainly ſaw how 
impoſſible it was to carry off Zebd-El- 
caton from his king. This reflection 
threw him into ſuch a violent deſpair, 
that, when the old ſlave càme to fetch 
him to the ſeraglio, ſhe found him fick 
a-bed of a violent fever. She ran and 
told This. news to the three ladies: they 
were very much alarmed at it; ay 
without conſidering the danger to which 
they expoſed themſelves, they gained over 
the eunuchs who had ſuffered the young 


This name, in the Perſian tongue, ſignifies the Flower of Women. 
F Alſaleh Ggnifies, in Arabick, the Good King, 


taylor 


} 
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6 = 
taylor to viſit them ſo often; and by this 
means had liberty to go out of the _ 
Schems-Eddin, who was reſolved to 
uſe no remedies whereby he might be 
euxed, Was in the greateſt ſurprize to ſee 
thoſe ladies at his bed's-head. He did his 
utmoſt to ſhew his acknowledgment of 
this favour ; when the eldeſt of the three, 
having lifted up her veil for the firſt time, 
poke to him in theſe words: © Your 
health, charming Schems-Eddin, is ſo 
© dearito us, that we venture our own 
© lives for an opportunity of trying if 
© there is no way to ſave yours. We 
© beg you to tell us the cauſe of your 
© illneſs; and perhaps we may find out 
© ſome remedy for it. RT. 
The young taylor, ſeized with reſpect, 
and touched with the beauty of that 
lady, who felt a certain emotion ſhe could 
| not account for, raiſed himſelf up Ah, 
Madam! replied he, in a languiſhing 
voice, © however incurable I thought my 


d dliſtemper, your preſence, and that of 


< theſe ladies, have poured a falutary 
© balm into my wounds. Grief alone 
© was the illneſs which would have given 
me my death: but, ſince you have the 
7 33 to intereſt yourſelf in the pre- 
E ſervation of a miſerable wretch, T aban- 


don the cruel reſolution I had taken; 


and hope, in leſs than fix days time, 
1 ſhall be able to deliver theſe two la- 
dies the cloaths they have commanded 
me to make for them. Zebd-El- 
caton, affected with the young taylor's 
extraordinary paſſion, preſſed his hand. 
If that is Dot 

* endangering your health, pray en- 
© deavour, my dear Schems-Eddin, to 
keep your word with us; you cannot 
c ticular.” _ 

The ladies after this got up; and, at- 
tended by the eunuchs who had conduct- 
ed them quite to the taylor's houſe, re- 
turned to the palace. 

Schems-Eddi a —_ the night in ſo 
great an exceſs of pleaſure, that by the 
next morning he was in a condition to 
begin the cloaths. They were finiſhed at 
the ſix days end as he promiſed; and 
the old woman, who often came to en- 
quire after his health, having put him 

into the hands of the two blacks, they 
carried him to the hall, which, at the 
ſight of him, reſounded with a thouſand 
ſhouts of j 


OY. 
en Lan preſented the habits to 


ible,* ſaid ſhe, © without 


© imagine the joy it will be to me in par- 
4 EY. | e having by chance caſt her 


„ taken to e 
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y vieweil them over and 
over; and found them of a fancy ſo ſu- 
erior to thoſe which he had made be · 
ore, that they were perfectly charmed 
with them. To add to their magnifi- 
cence, they ſent for a caſket full of 
jewels, and ordered him to chuſe ſome 
_ to fix OR won "4% 

he young taylor obe ir com · 
e e ene rs ſleeve of 
the charming Zebd - El-caton with a elaſp 
of diamonds, when on a ſudden the 
door of the hall burſt open, and a man, 
in 'whoſe face was painted the height 
of fury, came directly towards him with 
his ſabre in his hand. Schems-Eddin 
ſoon perceived him to be the King of 
Aſtracan, and now looked upon his deatn 
to be inevitable; but, not thinking it pro- 
per to wait for the effects of that princes 
revenge, nor to abandon to his r ; 
three ladies to whom he was ſo much 


_ obliged, he immediately ſeized a poignard 


ſet with diamonds, which was in the 
caſket, and, without giving the king 
time to come up, darted it at him with 
ſo good an aim, that he gave him a deep 
wound, which felled him to the earth. 
Alfaleh, in this condition, had not 
ſtrength enough to get up. He called for 
help; and twelve black eunuchs running 
in at his voice, he commanded them to 
ſeize Schems-Eddin, as likewiſe the three 
ladies and the two black flaves; to ſtrip 
them to the waiſt, and to cut them te 
pieces with their ſabres. | ; 
While the king was laid upon a ſopha, 


and his ſurgeon ſent for, the cruel orders 


he had given were in part executed. They 
had now 7 all the erimmals, who 
were juſt ready to undergo that cruel ſen- 
tence ; when the eldeſt of the three ladies, 
upon the 
young Schems - Eddin, nd offend the 
mark of a pomegranate which he had 
beneath the right - pap “ Ah, my lord!” 
cries ſhe, throwing herſelf at Alfaleh's 
feet, © ſuſpend, I beſeech you, for a mo- 
* ment, your juſt anger! I alone am 


+ owilty: the unfortunate Sutchoume 


your daughter, Zebd-El-caton, and 
© the young man, are innocent. But 
© Deſtiny is not to be avoided and, not- 
vithſtanding all the precaution you have 
the prediction of the 
* aſtrologer, behold that prediction at 
© length accompliſhed by the unavoid- 
© able diſpenſation of Providence!” 

The king, ſurprized at this diſcourſe, 

| . - cauſed 


* * 
rer * 
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Haid he, do nut 
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envfe{litseunuchs to retire; and, after 


having ordered the ladies and the taylor 
to cover themſelves, he commanded her 
who had juſt now ſpoke to explain that 
enigma, which he was at a loſs to un- 
derſtand. This lady obeyed the king's 
commands; and delivered herſelf in theſe 


terms. 


' THE HISTORY OF THE SULTANA 


DUGME. 


* 0 may, my lord, remember that, 
at the time when I had the hap- 


ineſs to pleaſe you, upon your conſult- 
ing the famous Abdelmelek upon my 


regnancy, that aſtrologer told you I 
— forth a ſon who ſhould you 
you your death, and be the cauſe of his 


too, if the child were not killed as ſoon 


as born. As Abdehnelek's prediftions 
always came true, this gave you abund- 
ance of uneaſineſs; and, to prevent the 
misfortune you were threatened with, 
you had me watched with the utmoſt 
ſtrictneſs. In vain I repreſented to you 
the little credit that is to be given to a 
ſcience ſo uncertain as aſtrology 3 you 
reſolved to be preſent at my labour, to 
hinder any deceit on my fide. My tears 
had no e upon you; you were in- 
exorable: I could not diſſuade you from 
the cruel reſolution you had taken to 
ſhed your own blood; and I almoſt died 
away with grief and: terror at ſeeing you 
enter my chamber with Abdelmelek, at 
the moment when you were aſſured I 


Was juſt ready to be brought to- bed. 
But, my lord, you cannot have forgot 
that I paſſed from the molt violent un- 


eaſineſs to the moſt exceſſive joy, when, 
inſtead of a boy, I brought into the world 
the unfortunate Sutchoume : then you 
looked upon Abdelmelek with indigna- 
tion. Ignorant or wicked aſtrologer,” 
faid you to him, your eyes enflamed with 
anger, I ſhall teach thee to mock thy 
« king in this manne>Þ! Thy malice had 
* like to have coſt my dear Dugme her 
life: but I will ſoon puniſh an inſolent 
* ſabje& for his temerity!' Upon this, 
Abdelmelek, (continued the ſultana) 
threw himſelf at your feet: My lord, 

— with me to fulfil 
* 4,prediftion which will prove but too 
* true. Have but a'moment's patience, 


and you ſhall find that my ſcience is 


; 1 5. 9 | 
© not ill- grounded. You did not give 
the aſtrologer time to finiſh what he 

to ſay; you ſevered his head from his 


body at one blow of your ſabre, and went 


out of the room, after having ſent away 
the daughter I had brought forth. 

You could ſcarce, my lord, be got into 
your own apartment, when I felt mew 
pains. The woman who had affitted 


me in my firſt, came to me. She found 


I was going to bring forth another childs 
ſhe ſent every body ont of my chamber 
upon different pretences, and a moment 
arcs I brought forth a fon, beau- 
teous as the light. Nature, which had 
formed nothing ſo compleat, would not 


give me leave to ſacrifice him to you. 


My bowels rebelled againſt the eruelty . 


which I accuſed you,of in my foul; I put 
my ſon, with jewels to a conſiderable va- 
lue, into the hands of the midwife, and 
begged her to go immediately to look a 
nurſe for it ſomewhere out of Aftracan. 

Being now no longer watched, it was 
eaſy for that woman to carry out my 
ſon; and I impatiently expected her re- 
turn, that I might hear what was be- 


come of him; when four days by paſt 
was 


without ſeeing any thing of her, . 

at laſt told, to my unſpeakable grief, that. 
ſhe was murdered a few leagues frem 
Aſtracan. There was no mention made 
of any child's being found with hen, 
and that gave me ſome comfort: but not- 


withſtanding all the ſecret ſearch I have 


made ever ſince that time to find out what 
was become of my ſon, I have never 
been able to learn any news of him; and 
I looked upon him as irrecoverably loſt; 
when at this moment, my lord, I know 
him in that young man, by the pome- 
granate upon his breaſt, as upon that of 
Sutchoume his twin- ſiſter. It was un- 
doubtedly natural ſympathy (continued 
Dugme) that acted in me, when paſſing 
with your majeſty by Kourban's ſhop, 
about two months ago, I of a ſudden 
felt for that young taylor an extreme ten- 
dernets, which had nothing in it that 
was criminal, and of which I knew not 
the ſecret cauſe. It is me alone, my 
lord, that, under the pretence of employ- 
ing him to make cloaths for my daugh- 
ter, and the beautiful Zebd-EJ-caton, 
corrupted your eunuchs to convey him 
into the palace; puniſh therefore, in me, 
the only inſtrument of all your misfor- 
tunes. | | 
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= The taylor and his wife came at laſt, - 


be NG 
THE HISTORY OF SCHEMS-EDDIN 
CONTINUED, 
1 Kin x of Aſtrac an was ſtrangely 
furprized at this ſtory; and though 


the melancholy ſtate he was in ſhould 


have made him think of nothing but re- 
venge, he gave orders to ſend immedi- 
ately for the taylor and his wife, who 

ed for the father and mother of 
> hems-Eddin While they were gone 
for, the ſurgeon dreſſed the king's wound; 
and it was not without inconceivable an- 


— that Schems-Eddin read in the 
u 


rgeon's eyes, that his life was in dan- 


They confeſſed that the young man was 
none of their ſon; that he was brought 
to them about eighteen years before, by 
a ſolitary dervis, who told them he found 


him ſtark- naked in his little hut, at his 


return from angling in the River Volga, 
and that the good old man died ſuddenly 
three montlis afterwards, without having 
been able to give them aay farther infor- 


mation. 


The day on which Schems-Eddin had 
been carried to Kourban, agreed exactly 


with that of Sutchourne's birth, and the 


megranate upon his breaſt was in the 
ſame place as upon his twin- ſiſter; which 
entirely convincing the king he was his 
ſon, he cauſed him to come near, embraced 
him affectionately, and ordered him to 
be covered with a ſumptuous robe. 

If on one fide Schems - Eddin rejoiced 
at the nobleneſs of his birth, on the other 
his ſoul was full of the ſharpeſt afflicton. 
He threw himſelf at Alſaleh's feet: My 
© lord,” ſaid he, melting into tears, © I 
© wait impatiently for death; I cannot 
look upon myſelf without horror, after 
« what my hand has done: purge the 


© world of ſach a monſter as Fam. This 


is the greateſt and only favour you can 


© ſhew to a ſon ſo guilty as me.'—* No, 


© no, my dear Schems-Eddin,” replied 


the king, embracing him afreſh, © my 


© death is not owing to any guilt of 


* © your's: what is written upon the Table 


© of Light * can never be avoided. Live, 
© I command you; and aſſemble this 
© moment my vizirs and all the emirs of 
© Aftracan: I will in their preſence ac- 
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© knowledge you for my ſon and for my 

6 ſucceflor.” . 
Schems-Eddin having a thorough ſenſe 

of the goodneſs of the king his father, 


embraced his knees with reſpeQ, and 


made but very little haſte to execute his 
orders. But the Sultana Dugme having 
immediately ſent out his commands by 
the twelve black ſlaves; the king's cham- 
ber was ſoon filled with the principal 
perſons of the court. | * 
That prince was laid upon his ſopha: 
The Angel of Death is not far from 
© me,” {aid he to them; and Ifind J ſhalt 
quickly ſleep under the wing of the 
© mercy of the Almighty, Behold, vi- 
« zirs,' continued he with a feeble voice; 
* behoid your matter,” ſhewing them the 
young Schems-Eddin: * this is my ſon 
* by the Sultana Dugme; I command 
* youto look upon him as your king,” 
The vizirs and emirs were mightily 
aſtoniſhed at the approaching death of 
Alſaleh: they were likewiſe ignorant that 


the king had ever had a ſon; but the ſul- 


tana having in few words related to them 
the hiſtory of the young taylor, they all 


proſtrated themſelves with their faces to 
the ground, and ſwore by their heads to 
obey him till death. W 


This ceremony was hardly over, when 


the king made the ſultana, Sutchoume, 
and Zebd-El-caton, draw near to his ſo- 
pha. My dear Dugme, ſaid he to the 
firſt, J am too ſenſible of the injuſtice I 
* did your charms in loving the beauteous 
© Zebd-El-caton, who never rewarded 
© my pathon with any thing but ingrati- 
© tude; you did not deſerve this infide- 
© lity from me: I die with extreme regret 
© for having broken the oaths I ſo often 
© made to be always yours. Ah, my 
© lord,” replied Dugme, ſhedding plente- 


ous tears, * whatever tenderneſs I felt for 


0 
© your majeſty, I never wiſhed to con- 
« troul you in your pleaſures. I loved 
you, my lord, for yourſelf; and you 
© never knew me behold with an eye of 
« envy your new affection for Zebd-El- 
© caton. Whatever grief the loſs of your 
© heart was to me, your being contented 
vas enough to keep me from murmur+ 
ing at your ſovereign will.” 4 
The king's love for the ſultana re- 
doubled at this moment. He embraced 


— 


her tenderly : I will give you proof, my 


* The Orientals believe, that every thing which has or is to happen to the end of the 


inevitable Predeſtination. 


world, is written upon a Table of Light with a pen of fire; and this writing they call the 


© dear 


© dear Dugme, ſaid he, of the truth of 
© what I ſay: the charming Zebd-El- 
© caton' no longer touches me; and, to 
give you an undoubted mark of it, 
yr ? conjure her in your preſence to give 
< her hand to the prince my fon. As for 
© Sutchoume, the vizir Benbukar—'- 
The King of Aſtracan could not any fur- 
ther explain his pleaſure with regard to his 
daughter. He died in the arms of the ſul 
tana, with theſe lait words in his mouth. 
It is impoſſible to paint the deſpair of 
Schems-Eddin. They had much ado to 
keep him from attempting his own life. 
His mother, his ſiſter, and Zebd-El- 
caton, did not leave him a moment; the 
laſt particularly, being delivered from a 
king whoſe troubleſome, though reſpec̃t- 
ful love, had more than once made her 
tremble, uſed all her endeavours to diſpel 
Schems-Eddin's ſorrow. But, inſenſible 
to all the honours that were done to him, 
he fell into ſo profound a melancholy, 
that his life was feared. i 
Publick prayers were ordered in the 
moſques of Aſtracan. They in ſome 
meaſure appeaſed the wrath of the great 
rophet againſt the new king. He found 
his mind more at peace in a few months: 
and, after having nobly rewarded the tay- 


always ſhewn hitn, he married Sutchoume 

to the vizir Benbukar, which was what 

he thought the king his father meant by 

his laſt words, — publickly eſpouſed 

Zebd-E]l-caton himſelf. 

The prince ſpent almoſt five months 

with his dear wife in the moſt perfect fe- 

liccity. The days in her company ſeemed 

no more than moments; but this happi- 

neſs was ail of a ſudden interrupted by 
frightful dreams, which continually re- 

preſented to his thoughts his bleeding fa- 
ther. Zebd-El- caton to no purpoſe en- 
deavoured, by the moſt endearing beha- 
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lor and his wife for the kindneſs they had 


11 
viour, to efface from her huſband's mind 
the dark ideas with which it was filled. 
He was inceſſantly torn with remorſe for 
the murder he had committed, and could 
think of no other way to put an end to it 
than by taking a journey to Mecca. _. 
Zebd-El- caton, unwilling to part with 
the king, begged that he would permit 
her to go with him; Schems-Eddin be- 
ing unable to refuſe her that ſatisfaction, 
left his brother-in-law, the vizir Ben- 
bukar, regent in his abſence, recom- 
mended his mother and ſiſter to his care 
in the ſtrongeſt terms, and ſet out from 
Aſtracan. . 3 © pete . 
After a tedious journey, in which the 
king and his wife underwent a thouſand 


fatigues, they at length arrived at Mecca *. 


There Schems-Eddin walked ſeven times 
round the temple; and, after having pu- 
rified himſelf with the water of the well 
called Zemzem, he went in the evening 
to Mount Arafat, where he cauſed two 


hundred ſheep to be ſlam, which he diſtri- 


buted among the poor. From thence he 
took the road to Medina, and performed 
his devotions in the moſt holy moſques 
and afterwards, having offered a preſent 
of forty thouſand pieces of gold, as he 
had done at Mecca, he joined the cara. 
van, and travelled towards Grand Cairo F, 
where they arrived without meeting with 
any accident. = 
Schems-Eddin no longer felt the cruel 
agitations which ſo often interrupted his 
{lumbers. He began to enjoy an undif« 
turbed happineſs, and prepared to begin 
his journey towards his own kingdom, 
when the beauteous Zebd-El-caton was 
attacked with a violent fever. This un- 
Jucky accident hindered her from ſetting 
out with the caravan; which could not 
defer it's journey; but he ſoon had juſt 
reaſon to be alarmed, when the diſtemper 


of his beloved wife increaſed to ſuch a de- 
„ Mecca, a city of Arabia Felix, one day's journey from the Red Sea, is the place of 


Mahomet's birth. There is in that city a magnificent moſque very much frequented dy 
the Turks, who flock thither from all parts in pilgrimage. Here is a well called Zemzem, 
which is thought to be Abraham's Well, whoſe water is ſalt, and which they imagine very - 
efticacious for expiating the moſt enormous ſins by waſhing in it. Afterwards they go to 
Mount Arafat to ſacrifice ſome ſheep, which they diſtribute to the poor; and from thence 
generally. paſs on to Medina, where ſtands the tomb of their prophet. It is but four days 
Journey from Mecca to Medina. | $0 | 

f Grand Cairo is fituated upon the confines of Higher and Lower Egypt, and almoſt in 
the middle of the kingdom, about two thouſand paces, or-thereabouts, from the Nile. It's 
great trade attracts thither all ſorts of nations. It is about the month of October that the 
Caravans, which aſſemble at Cairo, ſet out for Meccaz and the number of the pilgrims is 
ſometimes ſo great as to amount to forty thouſand, There is no goad Muffulman but what 
once in his life makes a pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina, or ſends ſomebudy in his 
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hing they could find, and did not 
forget the bier adorned with jewels, in 


ired of. That 
princeſs was almoſt two days inſenſible, 


and recovered: for ſome moments the uſe 


of her ſpeech, only to pierce Schems- 


| Bddin's- heart with the moſt cruel af- 


fliction. | 

I muſt leave you, my dear huſband,” 
faid ſhe to him, embracing him with ex- 
treme tenderneſs; © and I conceive before- 
© hand all the horror of ſuch a ſepara- 
© tion. But you muſt be patient under the 


'< loſs of me. You are decreed for ſtill 


0 ter misfortunes. This warning L 
grea 

give you from the great prophet, who 

c appeared to me ſome hours ago. It 


4 js good, {aid he to me, that princes 


« ſhould ſuffer ſome trials. Aduerſity 
< purifies their virtue, and they govern 


« the better for it. Schems-Eddin ſhall 


& quickly be convinced of this truth: bid 
< him, from me, begin to prepare him- 
44 ſelf for it. This, continued Zebd- 
El-caton, pouring forth tears in abun- 
dance, this is che meſſage J have to de- 
© liver to you: ſummon up all your rea- 
© ſon, that you may not murmur at the 
orders of Providence * ** Adieu, my 
dear Schems The princeſs had 
not time to conclude; the angel which 
waited for her ſoul cut ſhort her ſpeech. 
Never was deſpair equal to that of the 


King of Aſtracan. He could not be re- 
moved from the hody of his ſpouſe. He 


was inconſolable for the loſs of her; and 
knew no other remedy than immediately 
to have a large box made of cinnamon- 
wood, open only at the top towards the 
head; in this he put the body of Zebd- 


 El-caton, and adorned it with a great 
number of jewels; then with his guard, 


which was about five hundred men, he 
endeavoured to overtake the caravan, 
which was gone but ſome days journey 
before him, intending, fo ſoon as he ſhould 


come up with it, to have the corpſe of 


his dear wife embalmed. | 
The prince had not been two days 
upon his march, when he was ſurrounded 
by almoſt two thouſand Bedouins “. He 
made an incredible reſiſtance; but all his 
followers being cut in pieces, without ex- 
cepting one, he hiniſelf fell among the 
number of the dead. - | 


The Bedouins, after chile victory, fell 


to ſtripping their enemies They took 


our curates. 


kingdom. 


every thing 


which was the body of Zebd-El- caton. 

Schems-Eddin, who defended him- 
ſelf like a lion, had however received ne- 
ver a wound that was mortal; and it was 
not ſo much the quantity of blood he had 
loſt, as his being quite tired out, that was 
the occaſion of his falling among the 


dead. When he had recovered his 
ſenſes, he was ſurprized to find himſelf - 


alone, and in the midſt of his men, 
among whom there was not one that had 
the leaſt ſigns of life. Whata ſad ſpec- 


tacle was this for the king! He got up 


as well as he was able; and, not forget- 
ing his dear ſpouſe, he ran all over the 
e 


d of battle, to ſee if the robbers, af- 


ter having taken away the jewels, might 
not have left the box in which was the 
corpſe of Zebd-El-caton. His ſearch 
was all inin vain. He almoſt diedwith 


| at, this new loſs: but at length, 
leaving a place which had been ſo fatal to 


him, after having travelledan hour with. 


out knowing whither he went, he came 
near to a little village; entering into 


which he met an iman“, who at firſt 
was frightened to ſee a man quite nak- 
ed, and all covered with blood; but 
Schems-Eddin having, without maki 


himſelf known to him, informed him 


that he was the only one of his comp 

that had eſcaped the cruelty of the Be- 
douins, the iman took pity on him, car- 
ried him home to his houſe, cured his 
wounds, and having afterwards given 
him ſome pieces of money, the prince 
with them retook the way to his own 


After a long and painful journey, 
which Schems-Eddin travelled ſome- 
times alone, and ſometimes with little 
caravans which aſſiſted him in his necef- 
feties, he at length reached a vaſt cham- 
aign country, which was about half a 
— 2 from Aſtracan. There he ſpied 
a nephew of the vizir his brother - in- 
law, with a pretty numerous train, and, 
running to him with open arms —“ Re- 
* ceive, ſaid he, my dear Zemin, re- 
* ceive the unhappy Schems-Eddin, op- 
© preſſed with the moſt cruel. misfor- 
© tunes; and who for almoſt three years 


© has been expoſed to ſuch; miſeries as 

The Bedouins: are Arabian robbers, who keep together in great nnmbers, and endea - 
vovur to ſurprize the caravans, in order to pillage them. 1 ts 

1. + The-imans-celebrate ſervice in the moſques. . Their functions are much Ne thoſe of 
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* would” ſtrike you with horror but to 
© hear them.” 1 was ſurprized at 
che ſight of his king; though the fatigues 
of the journey, the hardſhips he had un- 
dergone, and the meanneſs of his habit, 
had altered him extremely, yet he could 
not help knowing him again. He pro- 
ſtrated agar” 2 — . 2 my 
pearances o incereſt reſpeët; and 
wink off his own.robe, he covered the 
prince with it, and conducted him to the 
alace through the moſt private ſtreets : 
but what was the amazement of Schems- 
Eddin, at his entrance there, to ſee him - 
{elf loaded with chains by the ſame Ze- 
min who had but now been loading him 
with compliments! Then he learned, 
to his inexpreſſible grief, that his cruel 
brother-in-law Benbukar, after havin 
himſelf ſtrangled his wife and the Sul- 
tana Dugme, had ſeized the kingdom, 
maſlacred all 1 Fer ſubjects, and 
thoſe who o his uſurpation; and 
that he hindi muſt ſhortly expect the 
ſame fate. : 
Schems - Eddin motionleſs at 
this news. At firſt he gave himſelf up to 
fury aud rage; but preſently recalling to 
mind the. laſt words of Zebd-El-caton, 


will of the Almighty. God, ſaid he, 
r is great; he is juſt. I am not yet ſuf- 
© ficiently puniſhed for my crimes; but 
= * what had my mother and my ſiſter 
= -< done, to come to ſo tragical an end? 


© unpuniſhed.* | 

The prince had not ended theſe words, 
when the uſurper, followed by four ruf- 
Hans, entered the room. His preſence 
ſtartled Schems-Eddin: Ah, barba- 


{aw him, art thou come to fill up the 
s meaſure of thy guilt? Cannot the 
© blood of thy wite and my mother, 
_ © which already riſes up againſt thee, aſ- 
* ſuage thy fury. Behold my head! 
© ſtrike! | Put remember, the day will 


_ © enormous crimes. before the tribunal of 


angels ſhall give teſtimony of the truth 

© all this mighty power of thine, beneath 
_. © which my ſubjects groan and tremble, 
© ſhall not then preſerve thee from being 


© thy execrable parricidel? - _ 
Theſ reproaches quite con- 


enough now to command the death of his 
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he reſigned himſelf that moment to the 
Their death, I hope, will not be long 


© rous vizir!* cried he, the moment he 


© come when I ſhall accuſe thee of theſe 
* the t God; and that, when the 


© condemned, and ſeverely puniſhed for 


founded the uſurper; he had not ſtrength. 


* 


> ans 
lawful king ; his menaces terrified him: 
he thought he already ſaw the hand of 
God lifted over his head ; he contented” 


Himſelf only to put Schems-Eddin out 
of a condition ever to re-aſcend the 
throne; he cauſed a red-hot iron to be' 
rubbed over his eyes, which. deprived. 
him of fight, and afterwards ſent him 
into a deep dungeon. | 
There was not a day paſſed wherein 
the King of Aſtracan, though oppreſſed 
with miſeries, and delivered up to the | 
moſt bitter affliction, did not pay reſpecr 
to the decrees of Providence, and return 
thanks to God for having puniſhed hun 


ſo gently for his crimes. But one night, 


when grief had for ſome moments given 
way to ſleep, he thought he ſaw in a 
dream the great Prophet, with Zebd-. 
El-caton in his hand, aſſuring him of 
the change of his condition, and pro- 
miſing he ſhould one day enjoy a perfect 
happineſs with his ſpouſe. ; 

Schems-Eddin ſtarted up and waked z 
but this dream ſeemedato him ſo extraor- 
dinary, and to have ſo little foundation, 
that he gave very little heed to it; it even 
added to his ſorrow : but yet it was not 
_— before he felt the effects of one part 
O 1 


is prediction. 


One morning, as the prince was per- 


forming his devotions proſtrate upon the 
earth, he heard the doors of his priſon 
open with a great noiſe. Imagining 
that ſomebody was ſent to diſpatch him, 
he did not alter his poſture, but waited 
the blow with intrepidity; when two of 
his former vizirs, whoſe zcal and virtue 
were ſufficiently known to him, threw 
themſelves at his feet. My lord, ſaid 
one of them, embracing his knees, do 
© you not remember the voice of Mu- 


tamhid and 3 faithful 
© ſlaves? 
.© whom you had heaped ſo many fa- 


The vngrateful ' vizir, on 


yours, together with the traitor Zemin, 
have juſt now met with their deaths by 
our hands. The people, tired out 
with his cruelties, rejoice exceedingly 
at his death. They knew nothing of 

our return, which we took care to 
inform them of; having pretended to 
be of Benbukar's party only that we 
might in time be able to puſh him from 
the throne-he had fo baſely and cruelly 
uſurped. Come then, my lord, and 


CES. a ite: eo e 


. © once more fill it; ſince all your ſub- 


* jects call for their lawful ſovereign with 
© the n 
Schems in — God, and 
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ſented him to the people, who teſti 


and the privation of his ſight. 
he moſt ſkilful phyficians and ſurgeons 


2 


: 


# 
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wanked the vizirs for their zeal. But 8 


how my wiſe friends; ſaid he, would 

you have me remount the throne? Is 
fluch an unhappy prince as me in a con- 
dition to govern you? No, no, vizirs; 


chuſe from among you a man that 


may be more capable of ſuch a charge, 


my misfortunes.— Ah! my lord,” 
eplied Mutamhid, © your contempt of 
greatneſs is a ſure ſign that none is more 
worthy to govern than yourſelf. We 


we are ready to ſacrifice our lives and 
fortunes to defend you upon a throne 
which you have already ſo worthily 
filled. e 

The King of Aſtracan, moved 5 theſe 
words, which ſhewed ſo much affection 
and loyalty, put himſelf into the hands 
of his two vizirs. They conducted him 
tothe baths of the palace; and, after hav- 
ing cloathed him in a robe of ſtate, you 


by a thouſand ſhonts of joy, how impa- 
tient they had been to ſee him again up- 
bn the throne of his anceſtors. 

Whatever ſatisfaction Schems-Eddin 
took in hearing the love his ſubjects had 
for him, he .continually wept in ſecret 
for the loſs of his dear Zebd-El-caton, 


in Aſtracan tried all their art upon him. 
The _ at laſt, that there was not 
the leaſt hopes that he would ever ſee 


again the light of the ſun. There was 


one of them only, who told the king he 
remembered he had formerly read in an 
old Arabian manuſcript, that there was 
in the iſland of Serendib“ a bird which 


might reſtore him to ſight; but that, be- 
ſides the difficulties there were in finding 


and coming near it, he would not war- 


rant the manuſcript to be infallible. 


The bird,“ continued the phyſician, 
ah = the top of a very hich tree, all 
© the leaves of which are as hard as iron, 
and as ſharp as razors. Some woman 
© muſt, in order to reftore to fight her 
© blind huſband, undertake to climb up 
© this tree from branch to branch. If 
* i 


and leave me to mourn in ſecret for all 


conjure you not to reject our entreaties; 


ed, 


In vain - 


* 


The wives of all 


© her affection for her huſband never ſuf- 


fered any alteration, the leaves will 
ſoften to her touch, and ſhe will eaſily 


climb to the top, and draw, in a golden” 


veſſel which hangs at the bird's neck, 
a liquor white as milk, which diſtils 
perpetually from his bill. This li- 
quor the Arabian manuſcript affirms 
to be ſovereign for reſtoring ſight to 
thoſe who have been deprived of it by 
any accident whatſoever ; nay, to give 
it even to thoſe who were born blind. 
After having received this divine li- 
quor, ſhe ſhall come 'down from the 


tree as eaſily as ſhe climbed up: but · 


« 
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c 
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« 
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c 
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£ 

c 

c 

o 

© if the woman who ventures to fetch 
© this marvellous juice has ever had the 
© leaſt thought contrary to the purity of 
© marriage, or has ceaſed one moment to 
© have an entire love for her huſband, 
© ſhe muſt expect nothing from her raſh 
* enterprize but certain death. The 
© leaves, indeed, will grow foft to let her 
© climb to the top of the tree; hut when 
* ſhe is to come down they will reſume 
© their edge, and the woman, fallin 
© from hongh to bough, ſhall be hack 

© into a thouſand pieces. I believe, my 
© lord,” continued Abubeker, that this 
© tree, if it is certainly in being, is ſtill 
* a virgin and untouched, and that no 
© woman hitherto has offered to fetch 


liquor which is to be quired with ſo 


c 

© much trouble and danger. | 
Schems-Eddin liſtened to this ſtory 

with admiration. It is not impoſſible,” 


ſaid he, but that ſuch a woman may 


be found in this city, though fuchwo- 
men are very rare; we muſt try if we 
cannot find out ſo great a-treafure.* * 
e blind men in Aſ- 
tracan were brought before the king : 


Abubeker in Ris preſence declared to 


them what was to be done; and Schems- 
Eddin promiſed an unbounded reward 


to her who could by this means reſtore 


him to ſight. But there was not one of 


them who durft venture to climb the 


tree; the conditions were a little too de- 


licate, and death too certain: they all in 


general refuſed to undergo ſo dreadful a 
probation, _ „ 


The iſland of Serendib, according to our modern geographers, is no other than the 


ill and of Ceylan in the Indian Sea, towards Cape Comory, on this fide the G ulph vf Ben- 


gal and the line, in the firſt climate. The days and nights there are always twelve hours 
each, The capital is ſituated on the verge of a delightful valley, formed by a mountain 
which is in the middle of the iſland of Serendib, and was called Adam's Pike, becauſe they 


ſay the firft man was created, upon it, and is buried underneath it This mountain isreckoned 


a 


che bigheR in all the Indies. 
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| _ Theotherphyſicians of Aſtracan made 


a wonderful jeſt. of the king's credulity : 
This new kind of remedy,” ſaid they, 
is an invention of Abubeker's, who 
£ would. fain ſet up for a man of prodi- 
« vious learning; he is mightily ſet up- 
© on miracles, and always diſtinguiſhes 
© himſelf by ſome new and particular 
opinion. 23 

Theſe words came to Abubeker's ears; 
they touched him to the quick. Shall 
my zeal for the king, ſaid he to his 
wife and ſon, be turned into ridicule? 
Well, I myſelf will undertake a jour- 


© ney.to Serendibꝭ to ſee if what the ma- 


nuſcript reports be true. If, notwith- 
« ſtanding all my wiſhes, I do not ſuc- 
© ceed in my enterprize, at leaſt I ſhall 


have the conſolation to have done more 


for my prince than all the other phyſi- 
.+ cians of Aſtracan put together.” 
Nothing could divert Abubeker from 
his reſoſution : the length and difficulties 
of the voyage did not at all diſhearten 
him; he preſented: himſelf the next day 
before the king, and informed him of his 
deſign. ST 


— 


That prince highly commended ſo no- 


ple an undertaking. He gave him every 


thing that was neceſſary for ſo tedious a 
voyage; and promiſed him, in caſe he 
died by the way, to take particular care 
of his wife, —. of his only ſon, whom 
he loved entirely. - My lord, ſaid the 
phyſician, taking leave of Schems-Ed- 


din, if I. do not return in three years, 
vou may believe that death, or ſome 


© ſtrange accident which I cannot fore- 
© ſee, has obſtructed the ardent defire I 
© have to reſtore you to ſight; but a 


certain confidence which I have in the 


© Arabian manuſcript, makes me ho 

© my voyage will not be fruitleſs.” At 
length Abubeker ſet out for Serendib; 
and it was not without very great envy 
that the other phyſicians ſaw the king fo 
biaſſed in his favour. | 


Scbeme-Eddin, in the flower of his 


age, and blind as he was, governed his 
ſubje&s with admirable prudence. Shut 
up in the receſſes of his palace, he was in- 
ceflantly thinking of the means to make 
them happy; and laid it down to himſelf 
asanunalterablelaw, till the return of the 
yſician Abubeker, to appear in pub- 
ick but one hour every day, which hour 


he divided into four parts. Duri ng Fr 


firſt, he went to the great moſque 


tracan to pray; the ſecond, third, and 
- Gametimes part of the fourth, wert de- 


9 


. 


ſtined for doing acts of charity, and re- 
ceiving the complaints of 95 perſons 
5 Fun the publick officers, sitlier byword 
of mouth or in writing. Afterwards he 
commanded the two vizirs Mutamhid - 
and Cuberghe, upon whom. he relied in 
moſt of his affairs, to puniſh or turn out 
thoſe officers, if they deſerved it; and he 
diſtributed juſtice with ſo much equity 


and diſcretion, that his ſentences were 


looked upon 3s fo many oracles. 

As for what remained of the laſt quar- 
ter of an hour, he ſpent it in the conver- 
ſation of learned men. This was the 
only diverſion that prince enjoyed all the 
day; and, as he liked their company, he 


gave them marks of his liberalit 


The honour of diverting the king, 
who generally ſeemed funk in melan- 
choly, more than the view of intereſt, 
animated his ſubjects to find out perſons 


vho might diſſipate his ſorrows, by tell- 
ing him ſome extraordinary ſtory. If a 


famous traveller arrived at Aſtracan, he 


was immediately carried to Schems-Ed- 


din; and when the inhabitants themſelves 


knew any ſingular adventure, they pre- 


ſented themſelves before their princepthat 
they might have the pleaſure of contri- 
buting to his entertainment. E: 
It was now two years ſince Abubeker 
had been gone to the iſland of Serendib, 
and that the king, exactly obſerving the 
rule he had preſ-ribed to himſelf, had 
never failed to allot ſome moments every 
day to thoſe amuſements; when the two 
favourite vizirs, diſcourſing together of 
the motive of Abubeker's voyage I 
that phyſician prove a cheat, faid one 
of them, or ſhould not return to Aſtra- 
© can, we ſhall be very much at a loſs 
to jonny the king fit perſons to talk. 
to him. He has conmitted that charge 
to our care; and though a quarter of 
an hour 1s quickly paſt, yet, as it is to 
be renewed daily, I am afraid at laſt 
we ſhall not be able to find any thing 
new. That would be a pity indeed, 
replied the other vizir: the king has 
* now contracted a pleaſing habit of 
hearing ſome ſtory or other every day; 
© 1t is almoſt the only ſatisfaction of his 
life; for, in the manner this wiſe prince 
© conducts himſelf, he enjoys no delight 
© of royalty but that of labouring inceſ- 
« ſantly for the good of his ſubjects." 
One of the phyſicians of Aſtracan was 
-preſent at the converſation ; he thought 
this a fair opportunity of gratifying the 
envy which hed all his brethren had 
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conceived againſt Abuheker: My 


lords, faid he to the vizirs, © all men 


of ſenſe are of your opinion, and 


« you will infallibly fall into the meon- 
veniency you apprehend. I know but 
one remedy againſt itz Abuheker's 
ſon, deriding the perplexity he foreſces 
you will ſoon be in, boaſted yefterday 
in my hearing, that he himſelf was able, 
if he had a mind to it, to find diver- 


turn. It is true, this young man has 
a good deal of learning, and ever ſince 


ſelf with great eagerneſs to-read all 


ing the prodigious memory he is ſaid 
to be endued with, I very much doubt 
whether he could ſucceed in ſo difficult 
an eee 
Cuberghe only laughed at the pre- 
ſumption of Abubeker's ſon; but Mu- 
tamhid, failing into a violent paſſion 
Indeed, ſaid he, © it well becomes this 
© inſolent young man to jeſt ſo unſea- 
© ſonably! Well, ſince he talks at this 
© rate, he ſhall keep his word; and his 
* head ſhall be anſwerable for the ſuc- 
< ceſs of an enterprize he 1s ſo vain as to 
© pretend to. | N 

He that moment ordered ſomebody to 
fetch Ben Eridoun, which was the name 
of Abnbeker's ſon. This phyſician,” 
ſaid he to him when he was come, * aſ- 
© ſures me that you have the boldneſs to 
make a jeſt of the perplexity Cuberghe 
and I may one day bein to provide his 
© maceſty new ſubjects of recreation, and 
© that you boaſt that you yourſelf could 
find him diverſion till your father's 


UT —_ wy wr” I 


© return. Since you are ſo raſh as to 
* talk thus, I command you to look 
that you do ſo, continued Mutamhid, 


with a voice that might make Ben Eri- 
doun tremble; *©-I will be preſent at all 
* your converſations; and I forewarn 


< you, that if the prince grows weary of 


« yourdiſcourſe, and bids me bring him 
© another, thou ſhalt that moment loſe 
Cs, : 15 
Ben- Eridoun was 2 ſurprized 
at this order. He perceived ſo much an- 
ger in the vizir's eyes, that he durſt not 
1 his having been guilty of that va- 
nity. He confided in his — and 
in the happpy 33 Nature had given 
him; and, throwing himſelf at Mutam- 
hid's feet My lord, ſaid he, © waving 
© whatever I might urge for my juſti- 
© fication, the honour of diverting the 
King is ſo coveted by me, that I will 
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leaſt doubt of his de 


ſion for the king till his father's re. - 


he was ten years old, has applied him- 


manner of books; but, notwithſtand- 


„ RK RK A & a «„ A 


© not refuſe to obey your ſovereign com- 


* mands; though it coſt me my life, I 


am ready to appear before the throne 
Nor Schems-Edain,* N | 
The perfidious phyſician, who had 
ſtaid by the vizir to he witneſs of what 
paſſed, was a little aſtoniſhed at Ben- 
Eridoun's anſwer, yet he made not the 
n * Ayoung 

< man, at moſt but five and twenty years 
© old,* ſaid he to himſelf, can never 
*- have gathered ſtock enough to ſucceed 
in ſuch an undertaking.” He preſently 
ran to inform his companions, who all 
felt a malicious joy at it, and taſted be. 
fore-hand- the pleaſure of ſeeing them- 
ſelves revenged upon Abubeker in the 
perſon of his fon. . 
The vizir Mutamhid, pleaſed with 


the ſubmiſſion and modeſty of Ben-Eri- 


doun, dropped all his anger. * As your 
death is unavoidable,” ſaid he, if” you 
© do not fulfil your promiſe, ſo your re- 
* ward, on the pther hand, is no leſs cer- 
tain, if you ſucceed in your deſign. 
Every time you leave the king, I will 
give you a hundred pieces of gold. 1 
will have you eat at my table; you ſhall 
be ſerved like me; and there ſhall beno 
other difference between us, but that you 
ſhall be narrowly watched. My 
lord,” replied Ben-Eridoun, * it is not 
© the hopes of recompence, or your no- 


ble promiſes, that will prompt me to 


© do my duty; the philoſophy I make 
© profeſſion of has . me to deſpiſe 
© riches. Honour and glory are the 
* only motives by which I am actuated; 
© and if what you now require of me 
« were contrary to their dictates, you 
© ſhould ſee me embrace the moſt cruel 
© death rather than obey you: but as 
© there is nothing that is not extremely 
© hononrable in the command you im- 
© poſe upon me, you may po me to the 
© trial when you pleaſe. I ſhall endea- 
© your to confound the artifices of my 
enemies; and I hope my prince will be 
© ſatisfied with me. 

NMutamhid was charmed with the pru- 
dent behaviour of Ben-Eridoun. He 
then perceived the malice of the old phy- 
ſician, and that the young man was inno- 
cent of what was laid to his charge; but 
fince he offered himſelf, as it were volun- 


tarily, to try to divert his prince, he pre- 


ſented him to him the next day. | 
As ſoon as Ben-Eridoun came within 


ſight of the throne of Schems-Eddin, he 


proftrated himſelf with his face to the 
earth. He afterwards: aroſe ; and, ad- 
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 drefling his ſpeech to the king—* May * Sit down by Mutamhid on this ſopha, 


© the mercy of the Almighty be diſplay- 
ed upon your majeſty,” ſaid he; © may 
© theangel that is one day to preſent you 
© before his throne, forget no one good 
© action of your life; and may you for 


our great Prophet has promiſed to 
thoſe who exactly follow his laws! 
My name is Ben-Eridoun, the ſon of 


ears, or thereabouts, to the iſland of 
erendib, May Heaven quickly ſend 
him back with the divine remedy which 


fight! Till that time comes, I have 
. undertaken, my lord, to entertain your 
majeſty 22 ay for that little while 
which you ſet apart to unbend your 
mind,” | 


a 4 „ „ „ „ „„ „ „4 44 „„ «„ 6 


Do you conſider what you have en- 


© gaged to do? anſwered the King, fome- 


what ſurprized at theſe 23 Do 
x," you not know that ſuch an enterprize is 
c. 


yond your ability, and that your fa- 
© thermay not return prongs this twelve- 
month? My lord,” replied the young 
Ben-Eridoun, * though great is the dit- 
« ficulty of entertaining my king as I 
© ought to do, yet I know ſuch a num- 
© ber of ſtories, each more curious than 
© the other, that even though. my father 
© ſhould lengthen out his voyage as long 


'E, _ as he intended, I do not deſpair 
*.90 


being able to fulfil the promiſe I 
© have made to the vizir Mutamhid ; 
© and, if your majeſty will do me the 
© honour to hear me, I will begin with a 
very ſingular ſtory * 

Schems-Eddin was yet more ſurprized 
than before: Thou muſt be a wonder 
in thy kind,” ſaid he, if thou keepeſt 
thy word. Difficulties do not at all 
diſcourage thee.'—* On the contrary, 
my lord, replied Ben-Eridoun, they 
animate me with more vigour. I have 


got any thing I had read or heard; 
and, as I always delighted in keepin 
company with the oldeſt and wiſe 
men in Aſtracan, great part of whom 
are dead, I am poſſeſſed offach a num- 
ber of different hiſtories of every kind, 
that, without boaſting, T may aſſure 
your majeſty there are few men like 
me in this city.*—* I ſhall quickly be 
a judge of that, replied the king. 


ever enioy the perfect felicity which 


Abubeker, who has been gone two 


he travels in queſt of, to reſtore you to 


ſo happy a memory, that I never for- 


© and let me hear the ſtory you offered to 
© tell me.“ 155 i 

Ben-Eridoun obeyed the orders of 
Schems-Eddin; he fat down upon the 
ſopha, and began in this manner. 


THE HISTORY OF CHEREP-ELDIN, 


SON OF THE KING OF ORMUS, ANB 
GUL-HINDY, PRINCESS OF TULUY- 
PHAN. : X 


of pen was formerly, my lord, 
in the Greater Tartary, two diffe- 
rent ſorts of Genii. The one, diſpoſed 
to do good to mankind, acknowledged 


% 


the great Geoncha“ for their king; and 


the other, never pleaſed but when they 
were exerciſing their malicious inclinz- 
tions, had no other maſter than the re- 
vengeful Zeloulou. 


N 


heſe two captains of the Genii had 
for almoſt three hundred years been at 


continual war with each other. Geon- 


cha protected nobody that Zeloulou did 
not immediately endeavour to proſecute ; 
and Zeloulou could do no ill action upon 
the earth, but Geoncha preſently ſet 
about to redreſs it. | 

One day as theſe two Genii were upon 
the banks of the River Salgorat, endea- 
vouring to decide their differences by 


conference, Mochzadin, King of Tulu- 


phan, and the beautiful Riza, his wife, 
who were returning together from hunt- 
ing the kid, pafſed by theplace where the 
two Genit were contending. te 
Zeloulon, always watchful to do ill, 
would not let ſlip ſo fair an opportunity 
of indulging his propenſity that way. 
Notwithſtanding Geoncha's entreaties, 
that malicious Genius, going up to Ri- 


za, who rode fide by fide with Mochza- 


din, made ſo great a noiſe in her horſe's 
ear, that the frightened beaſt ran away 


with the princeſs, notwithſtanding all her 


efforts to reſtrain him; and was juſt go- 
ing to precipitate her into the river, which 
was very deep in that part, if with one 
blow of a ſabre, ſtruck by a powerful 


hand, Geoncha running to her aſſiſtance, 


had not cut off the horſe's head, and 
catched the princeſs in his arms, who 
was ſwooned away with fear. The kind 


Genius, having afterwards made her 


ſmell to a noſegay of muſk-ruſes which 


* Geoncha, in the Perſian tongue, fignifies King of the World. 


| 1 The River Salgora paſſes by Tuluphun, a city of Greater Tartary. 
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de bad in his hand, the 1 only returned 
to her ſenſes, but her cloaths, which 


were green before, were now changed in- 


to a. xale-colour; and though her fea- 


tures were not in the leaſt altered, her 
beauty was increaſed to ſuch a degree, 
that the king himſelf, who, juſtly alarm- 
ed at the danger of his ſpouſe, had fol- 
lowed her with extreme ſwiftneſs, could 
Turce know her again. He and all his 
train were in a ſurprize not to be ima- 


gined. The extraordinary death of Ri- 
' 22's hoxſe, her roſe-cbloured habit, and 
ber additional beauty, all this brought 


about in a moment, the author of ſo 


many wonders not appearing, for the 


Genii had not made themſelves viſible; 


all this, I ſay, happened fo unaccounta- | 
- bly, that the King and queen were almoſt 


- 


could not but teſtify. | 
After being returned to Tuluphan, 
and retired into their chamber by them- 
ſelves, they were ſtill with admiration 
diſcaurſing of the prodigy they had ſeen, 
when they were ſeized with fear and re- 
ſpcct at the fight of a venerable old man, 
who of a fudden appeared before them, 
without their perceiving how he got in. 
Be not afraid, my children,” ſaid he to 
them kindly. © I am Geoncha, King of 
© the Genii, It is me that, after having 
preſerved the charming Riza from the 
danger into which Zeloulou, who has 
made himſelf famous upon earth by a 
thouſand malicious actions, had thrown 
ber by frightening her horſe; it is me, 
continued he, © who had reſolved that. 
© none of her ſex ſhall ſurpaſs ker in 


apt to doubt oſ a truth which their eyes 


£4 beauty. But I do not ſtint my favours 


in ſo narrow a compaſs; I intend like- 
wiſe to put an end to her barrenneſs: 


'» K M 


ſhall bring forth a daughter as beauti- 
ful as herfelf. 5 

The King of the Genii (continued 
Ben- Eridoun) had no ſooner ſpoke theſe 
words, than he diſappeared, leaving the 


King and Queen of Tuluphan in an ex- 


taſy of joy at ſo pleaſing an expeCtation. 
However incredulous they had been till 


then, they ſoon ceaſed to be ſo. Riza, 


who during ſeven years marriage had 


never had the pleaſing fatisfaCtion of be- 
ing a mother, quickly ſelt the effects of 


Geoncha's promiſes. At the end of nine 


months exactly ſhe was brought to-bed 


of a daughter compleatly beautiful, whom 
ſhe named Gul-hindy“. | 


„ Gul-hindy, in Arabick, fignifies a Muſk-roſe. 
| . Bos”, 4 | 
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in nine months time from this day ſhe 


Uke a flaſh of 


— 


This little princeſs no ſooner enjoyed 


the light, but the ſame Genius appeared 
again in the chamber where Riva and 


ochzadin were together. I come with 
inexpreſſible pleaſure, ſaid he, to put 
* the laſt hand to fo charming a work, 
and to inform you of the deſtiny that 
is prepared for her. I aſſiſted yeſter- 
day at the birth of a ſon of the King 
of Ormus, whom I named Cheref-El- 
din. I find fo much reſemblance and 
ſympathy between him and this lovely 
princeſs, that I have reſolved to unite 
them one day by the moſt holy ties: 
but I foreſee that the happineſs they 
are to enjoy will be croſſed by ſuch 
misfortunes, as will drive Gul-hindy 
to the very brink of death, if they know 
one another before they have 7 
the age of ſeventeen years. —It mut 
* be your care, my lord, continued che 
Genius, addreſſing his ſpeech to Moch 
7adin, * to keep the princeſs from ſeeing 
any ſtranger till ſhe is paſt the fatal 
moment which the ſtars have diſcovered 
will be ſo dangerous to her. This is 
the only remedy I can think of, unleſs 
you will put her into my hands; for 
then I will warrant her free from all 
the caprices of Fortune.” . 
Mochzadin and Riza were ſurprized at 
Geoncha's words : but, though they gave 
entire credit to his prediction, they were 
not able to conſent to part with a child 
they had ſo many years longed for. They 
begged the Genius very earneſtly not to 
be offended if they kept the little Gul- 
hindy with themſelves; and aſſured him 
they would take ſo much care of her, 
that ſhe ſhould be in no manner of dan- 
ger from the Prince Cheref-Eldin. * So 
be it, then, replied the Genius; © only 
© remember, when the princeſs is ten 
years old, to keep her from the ſight 


«a 2 „ «6 


of all the world. The nearer the ap- 


© proaches her ſixteenth year, the greater 
© danger ſhe will be in.“ Then, having 


taken her in his arms, he enriched hep 


with all the fine qualities that could makę 


a Fl an of her ſex accompliſhed ; and, 


after having received a thouſand thanks 
from the _ and queen, he departed 


ichtning. 


Scarce, my lord, (continued Ben-Eri- 
doun) did the malignant Zeloulou, wh 
could not come to an agreement wi 
Geoncha in their laſt conference, know 
what he had dong for Gul-hmdy and 
Cheref-Eldin, but he reſolved to gratify 
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| = any poſſibility of ever getting out 
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his malicious temper in eroſſing the fe- 
city of theſe two ovely infants. He re- 
ired in the night to the palace of the 
King of Ormus, ſtole away -the little 
ince, carried him to Tuluphan, dreſſed 
im in Gul-hindy's cloaths, and cover- 
ing that little | 
Cheref. Eidin, placed her a moment after 
in the cradle from which he had taken 


the Prince of Ormus. 


We may eaſily conceivethe ſurprize the 
two nurſes were in— 3 


Ben-Eridoun was interrupted here by 


a black ſlave, who came every day to te 


the King of Aſtracan that his hour was 
out. As ſoon ts this ſlave appraredy 
Schems-Eddin roſe to return to his pa- 
lace: he who had the honour to entertain 


him gave over ſpeaking, and reſumed his 


diſcourſe the next day, if he had not 
finiſhed his ſtory; if he had, there was 


brought to the king änother, who told 


dim ſome adventure he had not yet 
heard. | | 


Thus the Thouſand and One Quarters 
of Hours are divided in the original 
_ Arabick : but I thought it would be 


| che beſt way to leave out all that follows 


and precedes Ben-Eridoun's narration, 
being perſuaded that the reader will 


read theſe ſtories with more pleaſure ſo, ' 


than if they were interrupted by con- 


tinual repetitions, which it would be 


almoſt impoſſible not to be guilty 8 
"FT: HE two nurſes (continued Ben-Eri- 
dounm next day) were ſtrangely ſur- 
Prized in the morning to find each her 


child fo different from what it was the 


night before. They looked upon them 
with unparalleled amazement; when Ze- 
loulou appearing to each of them in the 
ſhape of a frightful dwarf, threatened to 
wring their necks off if ever they diſcover- 


ed the metamorphoſis that had happened; 


and departed, after having aſſured them, 
thatif, before thoſe children had attained 
the age of ſeventeen years, the ſecret was 
found out in any manner whatſoever, 
power, with- 


The poor women were ſo terrified that 
they refvlved to keep the ſtricteſt filence. 
Ther lives depended upon it; and the 


Genius had fo intimidated them, that 


rinceſs ' with thoſe of 


— 


* 


they would have ſuffered any torment 
ra her than have revealed the ſecret. * 

Cberef - Eldin, then, was brought up xt 
the court of King Mochzadin by the 
name of Gul-hindy; and that princeſs, 
under the habits of. the Prince of Perſia, 
rendered herſelf in a little time ſo perfect 
at the exerciſes of the body, that, when 
ſhe was fifteen years old, ſhe ſurpaſſed 


all the ſubjects of the King of Ormus in 


thoſe accompliſhments. 

The education of the young prince was 
not very agreeable to his ſex ; that whack _ 
he ſeemed to be of, engaged him in quite 
different occupations. He generally 
amuſed himſelf in embroidery; and be- 
ing, according to Geoncha's order, ſhut. 


up from the age of ten years in Moch- 


zadin's palace, which was grown inac- 


ceſſible to every body but the King of 


Tuluphan, he never left off work but to 


hunt in the park, accompanied by his 
women, and {ome of his eunuchs. 
His nurſe Meron, who never quitted 
him, ſeeing him approach to his ſixteenth 
year, often recommended it to him to 
conceal his ſex with the greateſt care, 
ſince the repoſe of his whole life depend- 
ed upon his ſo doing. But, faid Che- 
ref-Eldin to her, with tears, * why am T 
< educated like a girl, and deprived of 
the learning and ſciences which ought 
to be communicated to a prince of my 
rank? And what unjuſt motive can 
oblige the king and queen to let me 
languiſh thus in an idle unattive ſtate 
of lite? Theſe are things T am ig- 
norant of, replied Merorf. * But, m 
dear prince, or rather my dear princeſs, 
(for it is dangerous to call you by the 
firſt name) all I can aſſure you of is, 
that Mochzadin and Riza are more de- 
ceived in you than any body : they 
believe you are a girl; they have been 
convinced of it by their own eyes; but 
© things have had a ſtrange alteration 
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* 


ſince that time. This is all T can tell 


, yoo at preſent; you will know niore 
© hereafter. But I beg you not to ex- 
. pot yourſelf to the cruel miſeries I. 
© have fo often threatened you with, if 
you diſ:over your ſex till you are full 


© ſeventeen years old. 


The prince was ſurprized at this ad- | 
vice; the more he reflected with himſelf, 


the more he was confounded : he reſolved 


therefore to follow the prudent counſels 

of his nurſe. But, in order to diſſipate 

the uneaſineſs which preyed upon him, he 

went a huuting as often as poſſible. | 
| One 
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One evening, as Mochzadin and Riza 
were in converſation with their ſuppoſed 
daughter, the queen related to her, as ſhe 


| had often done before, the ſtory of her 


birth, and the promiſes the King of the 


Gen had made to unite her deſtiny with 


that of the ſon of the King of Ormus. 


This ſtory, ſo often repeated, perplexed 


the prince to the higheſt degree: he knew 
not what to fix upon ; but at laſt reſolved, 
let what would happen, to fly for ever 
from a place where he ſpent a life ſo un- 
worthy of himſelf. It was no eaſy thing 


to compaſs this deſign ; all the gates of 


the palace were guarded by eunuchs not 
to be corrupted : but, to execute the pro- 
ject he had formed, he choſe the time of 
is hunting; and, after having taken 
with him two purſes full of gold, and a 
many jewels, being very well 
mounted, he eaſily rode away from his 
company; and ſpurring directly to a door 
of the park which led into the wide 
country, he commanded the eunuch that 
guarded it to open it to him. The ſlave 
refuſed to obey him; but the prince hav- 


ing diſpatched him into the other world 


with one blow of his ſabre, which he al- 
ways wore when he went a hunting, took 
the keys, and flying with incredible ſwift- 


neſs, choſe the road that was leaſt beaten, 

and travelled all that day, and the fol- 

lowing night, without taking the leaſt 
repoſe. 


The ladies and eunuchs belonging to 
the falſe princeſs, made the ſtricteſt ſearth 
for her all over the park. After having, 


in yain, traverſed every corner of it, they 
came at laſt to the door, which they found 


open. The dead body of the eunuch in- 
creaſed their ſurprize; they concluded 


that ſome unfortunate accident had hap- 
-pened to Gul-hindy. Nobody cared to 


inform the king and queen of this mourn- 
ful news; yet it was not to be avoided 
but they ſhould/know it. They almoſt 
died with grief when they heard it. © Oh, 


Heaven cried the queen, tearing her 


hair and face, why did we not take the 
© advice. of the wiſe Geoncha? We 
© ſhould not now have been thus oppreſ- 
© fed with the bittereſt affliction! Gul- 


. © hindy is undoubtedly ftolen away 


the Genius too rightly predicted this 


. * miſchance! Pray Heaven my dear 


* daughter do not feel the conſequences 
„ #3 OR 
While the king and queen waſted their 


” 


time in vain complaints and fruitleſs re- 


flections, the prince continued his ſpeed... 


All the purſuit that was made after him 


was to no purpoſe; he rode as hard as 


his horſe could carry him, and did not ſtop 


till he fell dead under him. He was now - 


forced to travel on foot in very great per- 


lexity, when there paſſed by him a young 
. Tartarian. The prince accoſted him 
Do you know any body, ſaid he, that 


© could fell me a horſe? . You could 
© not have addreſſed yourſelf more lucki- 
© ly, Madam,* replied the young man, 
deceived by Cheret-Eldin's — habit; 
my father, who lives but a little way 


© off, has no inconſiderable dealings that 


© way:* Theprince followed him, fur- 


niſhed himſelf with a good horſe; and, 


after having taken a few hours reſt, re · 
newed his journey, travelled ſeveral days 
almoſt without ſtopping a moment, and 
at laſt arrived at a ſea-port, where he 
found a veſſel juſt ready to ſet fail for 
Surate*. The maſter of the ſhip was a 
man of a good aſpect, about forty years 


old. He feceived the prince with abund. 
ance of reſpect, as a young lady of qua- 
 lity going to the Indies to take poſſeſſion 


of a very conſiderable eſtate left her by 
her father, and whoſe mother died ſud- 


denly at args Je news of her huſ- 


band's death. He made her an offer of 
his own table; which Cheref-Eldin ac- 


cepted the more willingly, becauſe, hav- 


ing embarked very haftily, he had not 
had time to make any proviſion. The 
repaſt was ſerved up with great delicacy; 


but, at the concluſion of it, he was very 


much ſurprized to ſee a lady of extreme 
beauty enter the cabin, and addreſs theſe 
words to the maſter of the ſhip. 


© Remember, Sinadab, that God has 


c 28 us a father and a mother, that we 
© ſhould obey them: it is God that prongs 
© to us through their mouth. Woe to 


© him that deſpiſes them, and does not 


© ſubmit to their commands with reſpe& 
and duty? . 


Sinadab, at theſe words, roſe from | 


table: the tears ran down his eyes. He 
afterwards proſtrated himſelf on the 
ground, remained ſome time in that poſ- 
ture; and then riſing, with the marks of 
the deepeſt ſorrow engraved upon his 
face—* Beauteous Rodkia !' ſaid he to 
the lady, I ſhall never forget this whole- 


_ © ſome counſel! My paſt misfortunes 


© have ſufficiently imprinted them in my 


® Surate is a town ſituated upon the Gulph of Cambay, in the peninſula of the Indies. 


— 


This town is famous for the reſort of a great many merchapt-ſhips, N 


D. 
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2 memory. But do you continue, never- 


155 Hes i theleſs, to put me in mind of them - 


daily, as you have been uſed to do- 
The Prince Cheref - Bldiu looked upo1 
Binadab with wonder: he perceived it. 
VVou will no longer be ſurprized, Ma- 
dam faid he, when I have told you 
the occaſion of this ceremony; and why 
© this lady, at all my meals, repeats to 
me the words you juſt now heard. 
Cheref-Eldin having teſtified a pu 
(continued Ben - Bridoun) Sinadab re- 
„ ES 4 | 


* 


rn 3TORY of SINADAB, THE 50 | 
| ; doubled my tears at this mournful ſight, 
aud rendered him the laſt duties with all 


. OF SAZAN THE PHYSICIAN. 


** : 


V father, whoſe name was Sazan, 


fician at Sues*. He 
ion with a good deal 
of honour for a conſiderable time. He 


was a 


2 had no child but me; and therefore 


ſpared no coſt in my education. I was 

oſt twenty years old, When he would 
fain have perſuaded me to embrace his 
profeſſion: but, beſides that I found 
myſelf extremely averſe to it, as he was 


+ f | eſteemed a very rich man, I thought I 


had no occafion to qualify myſelf to get 
a livelihood, I imagined that the eſtate 
he was to leave me would be more than 
enough to maintain me in luxury and 


of mos My father's re- 

i ces could not diſſuade me from 
my reſolution. This diſturbed him ſo 
much, that he fell fick; and, after hav- 
3 his bed five or fix months, 
Before his laſt groan, he called me to 
him: © My fon,” ſaid he, * fince in my 
© lifetime I never received any comfort 


© from you, give me at leaſt ſo much ſa- 
* tisfaction at my death; as to promiſe 


me that you will punctually follow three 
* articles of advice, which I foreſee will 
be extremely uſeful to you. Swear to 
me, upon the Alcoran, that they ſhall 


never be out of your memory. I 
melted into tears, (continued Sinadab) 


and took an oath to my fatlier to execute 
his will. And this, Madam, is what the 
good old man ſaid tome, embrating me — 

I leave you wealth enough, and perhaps 
© too much, to live like à man of ho- 


_ what wealth he had left me. 


day, I 


„ neſty and honour» Endeavour, my 


dear Sinadab, to keep it; but if by any 
accident, which I cannot foreſee, you 


© ſhould happen to loſe itz never attach 
© yourſelf to a prince whoſe 
© rater you are not thoroughly aſſured 
© of. Be ſure, whatever love. you bear 


your wife; never to truſt her with a 


© ſecret wherein your life may be con« 
© cerned. And, laſtly; never adopt for 


your ſon a child that is none of your 


| Scarce had my father made me ſwea 
a ſecond time upon the Alcoran to obey 


him religiouſly in theſe tliree points, but 
' he cloſed his eyes, and reſigned his ſoul _ 


into the hands of the angel of death. 


imaginable tenderneſs. 

Under the bed's- head I found the cop 
of a will which he had depoſited with 
cady. He gave me leave to diſpoſe how I 


would of all his eſtate, encepting only a 


little garden which was without the gates 


of Sues; at the end whereof wis a pretty 
red me 


neat ſummer-houſe, which he orde 
not to ſell upon any account whatto. 


ever. in 

I paid little regard to this article, which 
ſeemed to me of no great confequence. I 
minded nothing but examining carefully 
found al- 
moſt a hundred thouſand ſequins of gold, 


ſeveral diamonds perfectly rich, confſt- 
derable inheritances, and ny magnifi- 
cent furniture. So ſoon as I could ap- 


pear in publick with decency, I called 
together my companions in my own 
houſe, to the number of eight. I pre- 


ſented each of them with a ſlave com- 


pleatly beautiful, and entertained- them 
ſumptnouſly for ten days together. In 


ſhort, Madam, (continued Sinadab) not 


to weary you with a particular relation 
of all my follies and debaucheries, in 
which I plunged deeper and deeperevery 

only tell you that, after 
having led this ſort of life for almoſt two 


years, I found myſelf on a ſudden without 
money. My comrades, who had never 


quitted me during my pleaſures, adviſed 
me to diſpoſe of my jewels and furniture. 
J ſold them, piece 
value. I afterwards did the ſame by the 
houſes my father had left me, reſerving 


© ® Snes is a town in the Middle. Egypt. It tives it's vame-to the Illhmus of Sues, which 
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gave me ten ſequins. 
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power to ſell; and at length I was fo re- 
duced, that I had nothing left but the 
cloaths I had on, and one ſingle hawk, 
which I had trained up to flying. 
When my triends ſaw me in theſe 
ſtraits, they immediately deſerted me. It 


Was to no purpoſe my reproaching them 


for their ingratitude; they did but laugh 


at me: only there was one of them, who, 


taking pity of the condition I was in, 


I had not eat any thing for two days 
together; ſo that — this money 
as a preſent from Heaven. 
perfectly aſhamed of myſelf, I went to 
the port of Sues, deſigning to embark 
in the firſt ſhip I could meet with. I 
found one that was juſt-ready to depart 

for Adel“. I had ſcarce time enough to 
make {ome ſlight proviſion for my voyage 
with the little money I was maſter of. I 
ſet forwards with nothing but my hawk; 
and we arrived at Adel without meeting 

with any accident. I had now remain- 
ing in my purſe but three ſequins of the 
ten which had been given me: I reſolved 
to bea good huſband of them, and to live 
upon the induſtry of my hawk. I had 
a very particular talent for training up 
thoſe ſorts of birds. Mine was very ex- 
cellent at the ſport. I had accuſtomed 
him not to kill his quarry he only pecked 
out their eyes with two ſtrokes of his bill, 
and then I took them alive: ſo that I did 
not want for game to maintain myſelf, 
and a poor old widow-woman that had 


taken me into her hodſe. I had ſo much, 


that I carried ſome every day to the king's 
purveyor, who paid me for it nobly; and 
who was fo ſurprized at what I told him 
2 my bird, that he infomned the king 

it. 5 

That prince, who was a great lover of 
ſporting, ſent for me: he told me he 
would fee my hawk take a flight, and 
bid me be ready next day very early. I 
gladly obeyed; and the king was ſo 
charmed at the ſwiftneſs, dexterity, and 
obedience of my bird, that he aſked me 
what I would take for it. * Sir, replied I, 
© it is all that I have left of above two 
© hundred thouſand ſequins which my 
© father bequeathed me when he died. 
© This poor hawk has maintained me 
© ever ſince I have been in want: but, 
© ſince he has been ſo happy as to pleaſe 
© your majeſty, I ſhall be over- paid for 


Adel is the capital city of a kingdom af the ſame name in New Arabia, otherwiſe 


called-the Country of Ayan. 
1 p : 
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Being now 


- tain of his eunuchs 


him by the honour I hope you will de 
5 me in sept itt 
. The King of Adel (continued Sina- 
dab) immediately ordered me twenty 
thouſand ſequins, lodged me in his pa- 
lace, and conferred on me the place of his 
chief huntſman. In a word, Madam, 
that prince had ſo much kindnels for me, 
that in a little time I became his prime 
vizir and ſole confidant: I went with 
him every day a-hunting, in which di- 
verſion be delighted exceedingly z and I 
ſeldom was from him but when he retired 
among his women. 1 
* How unhappy ſhould I be, my dear 
* Sinadab,* ſaid he to me one day, if 
I ſhould loſe you! Youſhare the ſweeteſt 
moments of my life.'-=" My lord,” 
replied I, the favour of the great is too 
© uncertain a bottom for a wiſe man to 
build upon. I am loaded to-day with 
« your goodneſs; perhaps to-morrow I 
© ſhall be loaded with chains, by. your 
© command.'—* No, no, vizir,* {aid he, 
© fear nothing; I ſhall always love yau: 


and, to bind you more ſtrictly to me, 
and that you may entirely forget yo 


LO 


© own country, you ſhall marry. one 
my ſiſters. I have three that are tolera- 
* bly handſome; you ſhall ſee them this 
© moment, but without their knowledge; 
© andif your heart is not already engag- 
© ed, ſhe you like beſt ſhall to-morrow 
© be your wife.” I threw myſelf at the 
king's feet, confounded with the honour 
he Td me: he raiſed me up, and embrac- 
ing me. tenderly, made me go into his 
cloſet, placed me behind a great curtain 
of black gauze, and commanded the cap- 


to fetch the three 
princeſſes. Lo 


The king's orders were executed in an 
inſtant. Immediately afterwards there 
entered the cloſet three ladies of uupara- 
lelled beauty, brilliant as full-moons, 
The king talked with them ſome time 
upon ent matters; then, having 
ſent them back to their own apartment, 
he called me from behind the curtain 
where I ſtood. Well, my dear vizir, 


- faid he, which of my three ſiſters gave 


© your heart the moſt emotion? — Ahl 
© my lord,” replied I, tranſported, © thoſe 
© ladiesare of ſuch raviſhing beauty, that 
© I could not decide in fo little time. 
© Come, come, interrupted the king, 
one of the three did certainly pleaſe you 
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# more than che other two: own which 


© it was; I give her to you freely, 2 1 


$ command. you to diſcover your enti- 
„ ments to me frankly.'—* My lord,” 


replied I, fince you abſolutely lay your 
commands upon me, the youngeſt of 
the three princeſſes pierced my heart 


nn a 2 


notwithitanding your  majeſty's. un- 
bounded goodneſs to your flave, my 
© happineſs would be incompleat if I did 
not obtain the princeſs by her own con- 
« {ent.'—* Theſe ſentiments are extreme- 
« ly delicate, replied the king; but Iwill 
give you this latisfaction too. Then 
he ordered the captain of the eunuchs to 
fetch Bouzemghir; this, Madam, was 


*. ” 


the princeſs's name: ſhe immediately / 


came. My dear Bouzemghir,* ſaid the 
king, embracing her, © I intend to marry 
you; but will not force your inclina- 
tions. The vizir Sinadab, to whom 


] juſt now propoſed you for a wife, will 


« owe your hand to nothing but your 
© love: I leave you with him; examine 
« your heart before you give me a poſi- 
© tive anſwer; and aſſure yourſelf that, 
let your reſolution be what it will, I 
6 mall 

The King of Adel upon this retired, 


and left the captain of the eunuchs at the 


door without. It would be to no purpoſe, 
Madam, (continued Sinadab) to repeat 


to you the converſation Bouzemghir and 


I had together. She gave me to under- 


| ftand, by the tendereſt expreſſions, that ſhe 

| ſhould eſteem it her greateſt felicity to 

have me for her huſband; and aſſured 
me more than once, that the obedience 


ſhe owed to the king her brother had no 


ſhare in the ſentiments ſhe ſo ingenuouſly 


diſcovered to me. Upon this I eſpouſed 
her with all imaginable 9 
and the city of Adel took part in my joy, 
for the king upon that occaſion diſcharg- 
ed the inhabitants from one-fourth of 
their taxes. | | 


At the end of ſome months, Bouzem- 


hir found herſelf with child. As I loved 
tenderly, I, was inexpreſſibly rejoiced 


at it: but my joy was of very ſhort dura- 


tion; ſhe happened to fall, hurt herſelf 
very dangeroully, and had liked to die of 
a miſcarriage, ee ee care 
that was taken of her, ſhe ſoon recovered 
a perfect ſtate of health; but five years 
being paſſed without having any chil- 
dren, we conſulted the ſkilfuleſt phyſi- 


cians in all Adel, who unanimouily aſ- 


ſured us the princeſs my wits could 


never be a mother. 


with the moſt irreſiſtible charms : but 


not be in the leaſt diſpleaſed at it.” 
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This gave great uneaſineſs to Bou- 
zemghir, whom 1 adored, and who loved 


me with inconceivable tenderneſs, * My 


© lord,” faid ſhe to me one night when we 
were alone together, ſince I am for ever 


deprived of the ſweet pleaſure of giving 


you an heir, let us at leaſt try to ſoften the 


© rigour of our fortune by adopting little 
KRoumy. This, Madam, and | 


Sinadab) was the ſon of one of my ſlaves, 


and at four years old gave a proſpect of 
all that could be hoped for in a child of 
that age. As I never knew how to con- 
tradi& Bouzemghir in any thing, I wil- _ 
lingly conſented to this propoſal, with the 


good liking of the King of Adel. I 


brought up Roumy like my own ſon, 
and neglected nothing that might make 
him accompliſhed. - | 3 
Roumy had now for ten years looked 
upon me as his father, and I had receiv- 
al poſſible ſatisfaction from him; 
when one night, as I was in bed with 
Bouzemghir, and not able to ſleep, my fa- 
ther's laſt words, and the oath he had 
made me take upon the Alcoran, came 
into my mind; but I only laughed at it. 
© How theſe old folks doat!” faid I to 
myſelf. * I have waſted all my ſub- 
© ſtance: I have given myſelf to a prince 
© that I knownothing of; and am I ever 
the worſe for it? On the contrary, 
could I ever wiſh for a fortune more 
conſiderable, more ſolid, and more con- 
ſpicuous than that of being vizir and 
brother-in-law to a potent king, who 
places his whole delight in having me 
near him? I have adopted Roumy in 
ſpite of my father's command. What 
ſatisfaction do Lrecerte from that child, 
who at fifteen years of age gives marks 
of ſo excellent a temper, and from 
whom I may one day expect all the ac- 
knowledgment and gratitude mn the 
world! No, no, we {hould not be too 
ſervilely {tri in obeying the will of 
our fathers: when oy have attained 

a certain age, they are fo far from being 

able to direct others, that they are 
hardly in a condition to conduct them- 

ſelves.” 

I went to ſleep, Madam, after having 
made theſe wiſe reflections: they came 
into my head again next morning. © Here 
are two articles of my father's advice 
© already neglected,” ſaid I to myſelf, 
© and not the leaſt misfortune has enſued: 
et us ſee if it will be the ſame with the 
third. After having ſtudied ſome time, 
I hit upon the ſtratagem which I apr 
going to tell you. | | 
| D 2 Bouzemghir 


— 
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Bouzemghir had often murmured at 
the King of Adel, when he tore me from 
her arms to carry me a- hunting, from 
whence I generally returned very much 
fatigued. Her complaints put me upon 


trying if my wife were capable of keep- 


ing a ſecret. 

I went to the perch where the king's 

hawks ſtood; I took down that which he 

moit loved, unſeen by any body; I car- 

ned it to a pleaſure-houſe at 5 

a garden which I had out of the city, and 
ve it to a mute, who was the keeper of 


m, with orders not to ſtir from thence till 


l mebody came to him from me and 


mewed him my ring, I then took the 


key of the garden; and double-locked the 
door, and carried the key to a friend 
whoſe E I was perfectly well af. 


ſured of. If you hear that my life is 


« in danger, faid I to him, which I 


«© foreſee may quickly happen, oblige 

me ſo far as to go to my garden, of 
- © which' here is the key, ſhew this ring 
© to the mute that is keeper of it, and 


© bring him to me with the depoſitum I 

© juſt nowentruſted you with: he will be 

« ſerviceable im my juſtification.” | 
Then I returned home; and, as I had 


always a pretty many hawks to teach, I 


took one that exactly reſembled the 
King's, wrung off it's neck, and carried 
it to my wife. Charming Bouzem- 
« ghir,” ſaid I, embracing her, © behold 
© a. token of my tenderneſs; you have 


ſo often complained of the King of 
Adel, that I was reſolved to cut away 
| © the root of the uneaſineſs he gives 


© you. This hawk is the only cauſe; 


de it is that, by being the ſole delight 


© of the king, deprives you of your's. 
I have killed him; but be ſure you 
take heed not to reveal this ſecret. 


© I am a dead man if the king ſhould. 


© know of this my ingratitude to him; 


© he would have but little regard to the 


© motive that prevailed opon me to do 
C it.” 8 | 
Bouzemghir at firſt ſeemed frightened 


at the danger I had brought upon myſelf; 


but preſently afterwards, tenderly preſſing 


my hand—* My dear lord,” faid ſhe, 


© light of my life, if only you and I are 
© acquainted with this ſecret, you ma 

be. ſure you are ſafe, and that the — 
c cruel torment ſhall never extort it from 


4 me. — So far then we are well, re- 
plied I: © do you take and conceal the 


© hawk with the utmoſt caution, while I 
go make mp court to the king. 


end of 
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J left Bouzemghir, to wait upon the 
King of Adel. He had already been in- 


formed that his hawk was not to be 


found. He appeared extremely uneaſy 
at it. My lord, ſaid I, I know but 
© one way to recover your bird: have it 
© publiſhed all over Adel how much you 
© are diſturbed at your loſs, and promiſe 
© a reward for finding it, worthy the 
* generolity of ſo great a monarch as you 
© are,” | Wy | 
The king took my advice; he had it 
cried at every ſtreet's end, that whoever 
ſhould bring him tidings of his hawk, 
dead or alive, if it was a man, beſides the 
canfiſcation of half the eſtate of him wha 
committed the theft, he would make him 
one of the greateſt men in the kingdom 
and that if it was a woman, he would 
marry her to the vizir Giamy, who was the 
kandfomeſt man in all Adel, and ſhared 
his favour with me. x | 
This publication was ſoon ſpread over 
the city. I thought it all in yam, relying 
a wee extraordinary love of Bouzem- ' 
Fhir, who for fifteen years had not let a 
day paſs without giving me ſome freſh 
marks of it: but before fun-fet T was in 
the utmoſt ſurprize to ſee myſelf arreſted 


on the part of the king, and thrown into. 


a dark dungeon, where I ſpent the night. 

Day- light had ſcarce begun to appear 
when I was carried before the King of 
Adel, whoſe fury was viſible in his coun- 


tenance. Perfidious vizir?* faid he to 
me, © haſt thou ſo ſoon forgot the favours 


© I have ſhowered upon thee? What! 
«. without the leaſt gratitude for the ſta. 
© tion I have raiſed thee to, haſt thou the 
© cruelty to ſtab me in the tendereſt part? 
— My lord, replied I, from the duſt 
© m which I grovelled, you took me and 
placed me upon the throne of greatneſs; 
© it is in your power to-tumble me from 
© it with a fingle blaſt of your breath, 
© But give me leave to repreſent to you, 
© that I am entirely ignorant of the 
© cauſe of your anger, and that the per- 
© ſons who accuſe me to you are much 
© Jeſs innocent than me. Ungrateful 
< traitor!” ſaid the king, © haſt thou not 
© killed my hawk? I, my lord!” re- 
lied I, in a ſeeming amazement; is it 
P | 8 
© poſſible that I ſhould rob my maſter 
© of that only, inftrument of his delight 
© by which I had the happineſs to pleaſe 
© him? No, no, my lord, if this is all the 
< reaſon of your anger, I am certain it 
« will quickly fall upon another head. 
Ah, villain! cried the king with fury, 
| | pPulling 


— 


— 


* 


„ hold thy handy work. 


than this news did upon me. 
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headed, but to no pu 
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alling out the dead hawk from under 
— nr « doſt thou add this audaciauſ- 
« neſs to thy former crime? There, be- 
J was very 
much confounded at this ſiggt. My 


6 lord, ſaid 1 upon this, © appearances 


© are often falſe; but, though I have no- 
5 thing to upbraid myſelf with as to the 
« death of your hawk, I beg you would 
tell me the name of my accuſer.”— 
Well, anſwered the King of Adel, I 
vill grant thee this ſatis faction too: it 
is Bouzemghir, thy wife; dareſt thou 
object to ſuch a witneſs? A thunder 
bolt could not have fallen more heavy 
At that 
moment I called to mind my father's laſt 
words; and the remembrance almoſt ſunk 
nie to the earth. Juſt Heaven!” cried 


1 | 1, © Bouzemghir my accuſer! Does ſhe 


i betray me?, Was ever any thing ſo 
black, ſoodious? Ah! my lord,” con- 


tinued I, © I could, if I pleaſed, retort the 


+ whole guilt upon her; but, though I 
am innocent towards you, I will not 


1 « defend myſelf: I reſpe& your blood. 


5 I deſerve death, if you have not the 
s goodneſs to bethink you of the pro- 


© miſes your majeſty has made me in the 


+ warmeſt moments of your friendſhip.” 
No, no, replied the King of Adel, 
5 the more I have loved you, the more 
s unpardonable is your crime. Do not 
hope for any mercy; but 8 your- 
5 {elf to loſe your head. In ſhort, Ma- 
dam, (continued Sinadab) notwithſtand- 
ing all I could * to move that prince's 
heart, he turned his back upon me, and 
left me in the hands of his guards, to be 
delivered to the executioner. | 
For fifteen years that I had been vizir, 
having never done any body the leaſt 
wrong or injuſtice, all men of probi 
were grieved to ſee me condemned to die 
for ſo ſmall a matter: they endeavoured 
in vain to obtain my 'pardon; the kin 
was inexorable, My guards, who coul 
not without tears behold my approaching 
death, offered to let me eſcape. ' © No, 


da I to them, © I thank you for your 


good-will ; but will not expoſe you to 
* the king's diſpleaſure for my ſafety. 1 
* am not guilty; I am able tojuſtify my- 


BS . * flf when I ee a ſit time to do it. 


The king commanded me to be be- 
| ſe: the execu- 
tioner abſented himſelf from Adel, that 
he might not do his office, and all thoſe 
whom the king commiſſioned to do it 


„ 


- 
4 


* 


liſn throughout the city, that whoever 
would accept the employment, ſhould 
have the other half of my eſtate, which he 


had not as yet diſpoſed of. | 
Though this offer was very advan- - 


tageous, nobody yet appeared to give me 


went to Bouzemghir: Madam, faid 
he, without concerning myſelf whether 
Sinadab is guilty or no, his head is 
devoted to death, and I am in pain for 
* him while he languiſhes in this manner 
by 2 body's refuſing to diſpatch 
him. Of his immenſe riches the one 
© half is your' x, as revealer of his crime; 
* ſo that I am the only fufferer, ſince the 
© king 2 the other half to the mah 
that ſhall execute. Sinadab. I will offer 
myſelf to the king to do this ſervice. 
I believe he, and Sinadab himſelf, will 


* take it kindly at my hands; and I ſhall 


put an end to the courſe of a life which 
* 1s certainly hateful to him, and get for 


© myſelf the wealth whick ought not 


© by right to fall into the poſſeſſion of 
6 firangers.* ' — 
Bouzemghir, who it is likely had con- 


ceived a violent paſſion for the vizir 


Giamy, from the deſcription which Imy- 
{elf perhaps had given her of him, namely, 
that he was the handſomeſt man in all 
Adel, knew the could not marry him 
while I was alive; this was' what made 
her fo baſely betray me: ſhe approved the 
infamous reſolution that Roumy had 
taken, carried him to the king, and co- 
loured over the action ſo artfully, that 
that prince, who thirſted for my blood, 
brought him himſelf into my priſon, and 
took a barbarous delight in — me 
my executioner. ; 

I remained motionleſs at the fight of 
Roumy. In vain, with tears in my eyes, 
I upbraided him with his ingratitude: he 
had the hardneſs of heart to tie my hands, 
and would fain have perſuaded me that 
1-was obliged to him for his offering 
himſelf to diſpatch me. re oh 
The king was preſent all the while at 
ſo mournful a fight, without being in the 
leaſt concerned at it: my tears were not 
able to move him; and, finding him in- 
flexible— O Sazan, Sazan, cried I, 
© why did not 1 follow your advice? 
Theſe words, which he imagined had no 
ſenſe in them, made him believe that the 
fear of death had put me beſide my wits, 
©: What do you mean by theſe words 
i R607 397 3; ne OO NS 


my death, when Roumy, my adopted ſong 
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to puniſhment for 


* 


25 | 
< O Satan, Sazan,” ſaid he? © unfold 
© this riddle to me. My lord,” replied 


I, © they _— me for diſobeying my 


4 father, whoſe name was Sazan, in the 
© three only things he recommended to 
© me upon his death- bed; I muſt now 
© endure my puniſhment without mur- 


- © muxing. I have devoted myſelf to your 


© majeſty's. ſervice without thoroughly 
© knowing you; I have revealed a fecret 
© to my wife; and I have foſtered in 
my breaſt a viper that is now about to 
© ſting me to death. Notwithſtanding of 
© all your promiſes, you deliver me up 
death of a hawk, 
© which I am innocent of. Bouzemghir, 
* forgetting the inexprefſible tenderneſs 
© I have had for her theſe fifteen years, 


© betrays me in the moſt perfidious man- 
© ner; and Roumy, this boy, whom I 
_ © have looked u 


n as my own fon, ſe- 
© duced by ſordid intereſt, offers himſelf 
© to be my executioner. — O Sazan, 
© Sazan,”. once more, e Nene I not 
© take your advice?” The king and all 
the ſpectators grew ſtiff with horror at this 
relation. When I turned myſelf to Rou- 
my Strike, unworthy Roumy, ſtrike!” 


cried I: do not lengthen out the pain of 
_ © the unhappy but innocent Sinadab; 


© every moment of whoſe life . e to 


cover thee with ſhame and confuſion,” 


Roumy, without being at all concern- 
ed at any thing I could ſay to him, drew 
his ſword, — prepared to cut off my 
bead. 155 | N. 
Roumy, like an unnatural child, was 


Huſt going to give me the fatal blow, (con- 


tinued Sinadab) when the friend whom 
I had entruſted with the key of my gar- 
den, entered the priſon with the king's 
hawk upon his fiſt. My lord, ſaid he, 
catching hotd of Roumy's arm, which 
was not above two fingers breadth from 
my neck, © behold the falſity of the ac- 
© cuſation formed againſt Sinadab; and 
© be convinced that this 1s your own 
© hawk, by the mark you yourſelf gave 
© him upon one of his feet. | 

The King of Adel was ſtrangely ſur- 


' prized at the ſight of the bird: the greateſt 


confuſion imaginable preſently covered 
his face; he bent his eyes upon the earth, 
and fel} into the profoundeſt thoughtful- 
neſs at what had happened. For my part, 
(added Sjnadab) however lucky my 
friend's arrival was for me, I was almoſt 
ſorry for it. Life was become odious to 
me, by reaſon of my wife's: treachery, 
and the ingratitude of my adopted ſon. 


* 


twvo vile wretches; but I could not ob- 
© tain itz one of the King's guards ſevered 


' 


tion, which I could not fee without ſhed- 
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However, I threw myſelf at the King's 


feet: My lord, faid 1, © lo! this mile- 
< rable favourite, whom you had ſv often 
© aſſured of eternal protection, was upon 
© the point of loſing his life unjuſtly.* 


Upon this he raiſed me from the ground, 


and ordered me to explain the whole 
myſtery to him. I did it in few words: 
he examined all the circumſtances of what ED 
I told him; and, perceiving his own fault 
and Bouzemghir's baſeneſs of foul, he Ds 


immediately ſent to ſeize her, had her 


brought before him, and having cauſed 
her to he tied back to back with Roumy, 
he commanded me to cut off their heads 8 
with the ſame ſabre that had been defign- == 
ed to cut off mine. I refuſed to dip my vw 
hand in the blood that had been fo dear - 
to me: I even begged mercy for thoſe WE. - 


their heads from their ſhoulders. 
The king, contented with this execu- 


ding of tears in abundance, embraced me 
tenderly, and carried me back with him to 
the palace. My lord, ſaid Ito him again, 
vas I deceived when I formerly repre- 
* ſented to you, that they who rely on 

© the favour of the great, build upon the 

© ſand; ſince the death of a vile creature, 
vhich you thought me the author of; 
could make you forget in a moment a 
© friendſhip of fifteen years? . Forget 

* this fault, vizir, ſaid the King of Adel: 

I am aſhamed of myſelf, and will make 

© you ample amends; Iwill raiſe you to 

* ſuch a pitch of glory, that there ſhall 

* for tlie future be no danger of -your 
falling.“ No, my lord, anſwered I 0 
reſpectfully, give me leave to return to 1 
s Sues; there to enjoy a quiet and peace- 1 
* able life: this is the only favour that : 
« Sinadab deſires of you.” The king 

ſtrongly oppoled this reſolution, but 

remained unſhaken: nothing eould per- 


ſuade me to ſtay with him; and I ſet fail 


eight days afterwards in a ſhip, which he 


gave me, and which I loaded with all 
my riches .and furniture, and a' great 
many jewels with which he preſented me 
at my departure. This feparation occa- 
ſioned me ſome regret : but at length I 
ſteered towards Egypt, and we were al- 
moſtin fight of port, when a dreadful tem- 
peſt, after having toſſed us about for three 
days and three nights together, fwallowed 
up my ſhip at ſome leagues diſtance from 
Sues. - All the mariners periſhed: I was 
the only. man that, by help of a plank, 

; was 


Was faved from the ſhipwreck, and got 


ſate to ſhore; but I had loſt all my ef- 
fects, and ſaw. myſelf in a moment re- 
duced to the lowelt degree of miſery and 
2 Not knowing where to lay my head, I 
d to mind my father's will. I re- 


: : membered that I was ſtill maſter of a little 


garden: and ſummer- houſe without the 

ites of Sues. I was curious to know if 
any body had taken poſſeſſion of it in my 
abſence. 1 had been gone away above 
ſixteen years: I found it in the fame con- 
dition wherein I. had left it, only that it 
ſeemed very much out of repair, I opened 
the door by means of a ſecret which my 
father had often ſhewed me, and which 
nobody elfe was acquainted with; Ifound 
the walls all over-grown with moſs, and 


wee room very much in diſorder; and as 
it was pretty late, and I extremely fa- 
E tigued,. I laid me down upon an old 
rotten mat, where I ſlept till hunger waked 
| me. I was | Or h 
BE livelihood by. Being unwilling to make 


of no trade to get a 


myſelf known, I : reſolved to aſk alms 
from door to door: for this purpoſe I 


vent out of the garden; but I implored 
in vain the charity of the inhabitants of 

| Sues z nobody aſſiſted me in the preſent 

| want I Vas reduced to: ſo that at night 

I returned to my little houſe very hung; 

and weary with walking about all day. 

| F fat me down upon an old joint- ſtool 

chat ſtood in a corner of the ſummer- 

houſe, and revolved in my mind all that 

my father had commanded me at his 


death, and which I had given ſo little 
beed to; when I caſt my eyes upon a 
mall coffer almoſt rotten, which I had 
not yet ſeen: it was faſt locked; I very 
baſtily broke it open, thinking to find in 
| it ſome money, that my father might have 
put there; but I was very much furprized 
=—_ when. I ſaw nothing in it but a rope 
about the bigueſs of one's little finger, and 


a note of my father's own hand-writing, 
in theſe words: "ij | Eg tf. 


17 Y 0 have not kept your word with 


* me, Sinadab, though you ſwore 


upon the Alcoran to do it. Youyfll 
management and diſobedience have 


brought you to this condition; but if 
* you have reſolution to follow this laſt 


| © counſel, you will find an end to your 


* misfortunes in this coffer,” 


es, cried I with fury, y es, father, 


* 1 will for this one time obey you: nei- 


( * 


| TARTAREAN 


rate reſo 

ſtool; and, after having tied the ropeints | 

a a ſlip knot, I faſtened it to a ſort of hook, 
which ſtuck in the cieling of the ſummer- 


* 


% 
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< cher; indeed, have L any thing furchet! 
« to hope for, but to finith my unhappy 
© days by this rope. Then taking a deipe- 

hk ion, I got up upon the joint- 


houſe, and which ſeemed to have been 
placed there for that very purpoſe; I put 


the nooſe about my neck, and kicking 


away the ſtool, abandoned myſelf with- 
out reluctance to the rigour of my de- 
ſtiny. 


have found a certain death, when the 
weight of my body pulling down the 
book, brought along with it a fort of a 
trap-door, through which: fell ſo great a 
number of pieces'of gold, that I was all 
covered with them. This happy difco- 
very ſoon made me forget what little hurt 
I had received from my fall.. I preſently 


raiſed myſelf, climbed up througk the 


trap-door, and was in an inexpreſſible 
amazement at finding there an immenſe 


uantity of riches, as well in gold as in 


iamonds. I R I ſhould have died 
with joy at this ſight, which at once put 


an end to all my misfortunes. I took, 


one of the pieces of- gold; and, having: 
faſt locked the garden-door, went and 
provided myſelf with a good meal. Next 
Ly diſtributed among the poor derviſes 
a thouſand pieces of gold; and, having 
ut myſelf in a condition to appear with 
wee, in the city, I e 
ul my father's: poſſeſſions; and, that 
might never forget the misfortunes inte 
which I fell by my diſobedience, I canſed 


to be repeated to me at all meals the 


words you juſt now heard, concerning the 
ſubmiſſion and reſpect due from children 
to their parents. ' 


It is almoſt five years, Madam, Co: 


, 


tinued Sinadab) fince I returned to Sues. 
During all that time I have done my ut- 
moſt - endeavours to live like a man of 
virtue and honour, My misfortunes have 
made me wiſe and frugal; and I ſpend 
my lite agreeably with the beautiful 
Roukia, whom you ſaw. immediately 
after dinner: of 3 women, ſhe is her 
in whom I have found moſt merit. She 
is of Surate; and having two ſiſters there 


whom ſhe loves N and who are in 


narrow circumſtances, I am going at her 
requeſt to look them out, that I may carry 


them with me to Sues, where 1 mean to 


ſettle them. | 
When Sinadab, my lord, (continued 
; Rn- 


By this means, Madam, I expected to | 


d almoſt - 
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Ben-Eridoun)had done ſpeaking, Prince on it's ſides, -whith were decked with Ma 
Cheref-Eldin let him know how glad he green turf; and a large tree, which grew 8 
was to ſee him thus happy after the mul- juſt by it, ſtretched out it's boughs, fo 
titude of croſſes he had gone through; thick of leaves; that it's ſhade was impe- 

and, as the winds were very favourable, netrable by the rays of the hotteſt ſun. 
the ſhip was not long before it arrived at Here the prince endeavoured to enjoy 
Surate. The prince, {till in his wo- for fome moments the ſweets of 
| man's dreſs, there took his leave of Si- which the folitude and freſhneſs of the 
i nmnaadab and the charming Roukia, re- pics ſeemed to offer him. He tied his 
turning them a million of thanks for the horſe to a ſhrub, and extended himſelf 
eivilities he had received from them; and, upon the graſs; but he was ſcaree fallen 
after having reſted himſelf for ſome time, into a gentle ſlumber, when a frightful 
he took the way to China. giant, chat had but one eye, ob ; lived 
ed 7, | | 22-2 near that charming place, whither he was 
-< This ſtory has afforded me extraor - ſometimes uſed to reſort to refreſh him- 
© dinary delight,” interrupted the King ſelf, came thifher. He was deceived 
Aſtracan, addreſſing himſelf to Ben- by the dreſs of the young prince, whom 
Eridoun. © I am wonderfully pleaſed he miſtook for a woman of the moſt ra- 
© with you; and IT order Mutamhid to viſhing beauty; he became paſſionately 
give you an hundred pieces of gold enamoured of him, and prepared to car- 
hy he every day that you contribute to ry him off. He had already: untied” his 
© relax my mind. But I am no leſs im- fabre, and thrown it at ſome diſtance 
patient now to know the fate of Gul from him, and was juſt about to execute 
© hindy and Cheref-Eldin, than I have his deſign, when an arrow, whichſeemed * | 
been theſe few days paſt to hear the tobe ſhot by an inviſible hand, flew di- 
© ſequel of Sinadab's adventures. Since rectly into his eye, and put it out, 7 — 
© we have ſtill ſome little time remaining, means diſabling him to ſatisfy his * 
© continue your hiſtory. Ben-Eridoun, iſh paſſſon  - e e 
» charmed with being ſo happy as to pleaſe The prince was ſoon waked by the bel · 
dis prince, went on thus. luowing the giant made at this wound; 
aaa, looking about for his deliverer, he 
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a TEE: Tags 22, ſpied a young man {o-like himſelf, that ; 
D THE CONTINUATION OF THE ufs he was at firſt in doubt if it was-not h 


> TORY or CHEREF- ELDIN AND - own ſhadow.” in het 
"GUL-HINDY. * b The ſtranger and the fictitious Princeſs 
ff Tuliphan admired one another for 
HEREF-ELDIN, my lord, ſtil} ſome time without ſpeaking; but, at 
in a woman's habit, had travelled length, the laſt breaking ſilenee I am 
but few days before he came to a delights © mdebted to you, Sir, for the preſerva- 
ful meadow. Arabia the Happy does * tion of my honour and my life,” faid he 
not produce ſuch variety of riches and tohime. Ibeg you would tell me to whom 
1 grateful odours. as nature diſplayed in © it is Noe an obligation which will be 
18 WK 2 The earth was covered with eternally preſent to my memory. 
1:76 13 wt. graſs which ſeemed as if it never The ſtranger for ſome time hefitated 
withered, Neither the heats of ſummer, . anſwering the prince, whom he thought a 
nor the nipping blaſts of winter, ever woman; but, preyailed upon by a ſecret 
faded the roſes, jeſſamines, and violets, motive, which he could not reſiſt . To 
with which the country was adorned 5 any other but you, Madam,” faid he, 
nnd thoſe flowers which charmed the © I call myſelf Mobarek, fon of a mer- 
eye by the diverſity of their colours, did * chant at Iſpahan, and have left Perſia 
ER at the ſame time gratify the ſenſes by the © out of a curioſity to travel Hut a cer- 
1 exquiſite odour with which they em- * tain impulſe, the cauſe of whick I am 
| balmed the air. | e ignorant of, forces me not to diſſemble 


14 At the bottom of this meadow roſe a © with you, and to confeſs that I am the 
0 kind of rock in the form of a grotto, Prince of Ormus. I was flying from 
N from the middle of which there ran a © my father's court to avoid a match I 
Wes | ſpring into a great baſon of ruſtick mar- am extremely averſe to, when, paſſing 

1 „ble. This water was ſo clear and beau- by this place, I ſaw. you come to the 
ul tiful, that, by it's enticing murmur, it _ fide of this ſpring. The parity of fea- 

Bm invited the beholders to reſt themſelves © tures there is between us, made me 

1 SES | . | > « defirous 
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© deſirous to learn who you are; and I 
© was juſt ens to accoſt you with that 
© defign, when I ſaw you; very much fa 
© tigued, endeavour to take fome kittle 
© repoſe; which I was unwilling to dif- 


© turb, and which you' might ftill have 


enjoyed, had it not been for the inſo- 
© lence of that monſter whom I have de- 
© privet of light. But, Madam," conti- 
rived he, © permit me to tell you, that 
though the duty of a prince obliges me 
© to give aſſiſtance to perſons of your 
« ſex, yet there was ſomething more that 


animated me when I undertook our. 


© defence. Forgive this raſn confeſſion, 
© Madam; nor let this declaration offend 
© your modeſty. An invifible obſtacle 
© oppoſes the felicity I might hope for 
in obtaining your love; I therefore 2 
bdeg your friendſhip: but, Madam, 


3 beg it with all the earneſtneſs imagina- 


| © ble, and ſhall love you with fo much 


© putity, that your virtue ſhall not have 


the leaſt cauſe to be uneaſy at it. 
The feigned Princeſs of Tuluphan was 


; fo ſurprized when the ſtranger inform- 


ed her that he was the ſon of the Kin 
of Ormus, that a fluſh diffuſed itſelf af 
over her face. In this moment ſhe made 
a thouſand dreadful refleQions upon 
what Riza had told her. of that prince, 


and upon the impoſſibility there was in 


the execution of the will of the King of 
the Genii; but theſe refle&ions being a 

deſtroyed at the fight of fo charming a 
prince, for whom, in ſpite of herſelf, the 
already felt the moſt perfect eſteem, ihe 
was juſt upon the point of diſcovering 
herſelf to him, when, calling to mind thę 
misfortunes that Merou had threatened 
her with, ſhe reſolved to be filent only 
upon the ſubiect of her ſex, but to have 
in every thing elſe the ſamè confidence for 
the Prince of Perſia as he had had for her. 
© My lord, ſaid ſhe to him, your ac- 
© tions are ſo reſpectful, and I am ſo 
much obliged to you, that I cannot be 
offended at the declaration you have 
made to me. You deſire only my 
friendſhip, which is due to you without 
was my only diverſion, till ſome parti- 
cular reaſon?, Which Tcannöt reveal 
without expoſing myſelf to the greateſt 
miſeries, made me leave m Father's 
court, Bit though I had refdlved to 


_ conceal my name from the Whole 


world, by dilguifing myſelP under that 


GO A. GO GG A 6A an &@ 6a 6 A 


© help thinking it almoſt my c 
you know, my lord, that Fam the only: . 


9 UC rr GVO rr 


the leaſt reſerve. As for me, hunting. 


© of an Emir of Sainarcand®, I cating: 


© daughter of the King of Tuluphan, 
and that my name is 8 
© Tuſt Heaven!” cried the feigned p 


interrupting ber, are you then tha 


© lovely Gul-hindy, whoſe beauty Fame 
« has publiſhed throoghove the whole 


< eaſt? It is upon yout accbunt, Ma- 
© dam, thatT quit i) father“ ccurt, and 
. © betake myſelf. to flight,” for reaſons 


© which inceſſantly torment me; and is 


it you that I now have met with! Ah, 
« X | 4? þ ed he kj 6 x 
my princeſs!* continued he, his e 


drowned' in tears, and deſpair pu ell 
upon his fate, why are we'not born for 
one another? O ye ſovereign Arbiters 
© of all things! you who {et the bottom 
of my heart, what have I done to bl 
thus torturedꝰ And thou, perfidious 
Love! why doſt thou Kindle in me fo 


impoſſible” it is that is ſhould ever be 
quenched?—Yes, my princeſs, I adore 
you; but J ſhalF be obliged'ts fly you. 
My father has lately {ent ambhaffadors 
to King Mochzadin to demand you i 
marriage for me. The ancient fiend. 
ſnip there is between theſe two mo- 
narchs, inclines me to believe that the 
King of Tuluphan Will not grve a de- 
nial to the me of Ormus, But, 
adorable Gul-hindy,' I repeat it once 
more, let what e and though 
the whole univerſe, an 

phet himſelf, ſnould favotr us, I can 


- 


© never be united to you; though I would 


© ſend re lat drop ef my blond bot in 
a condition to enjoy that happinels,” 


© Prince,” replied the pretended Gul- 


hindy, whom theſe words threw into an 


extreme amazement, © I cannot pene- 
« trate the reaſons that make you talk 


© rhis: but whit, perhaps, would offend 
any other than me, is the very thin 


e greater eltecm for you; 
Be informed, that Thave no leis caulk 
than Foil' to avoid the marriage that is 
6. preþari ng for me, and that what T have 
© jult now 


« froth my farhe”s* couft.— Wel 


« tfitn, fall prificeſs,” cried'the Au 4 


prince, „ let us fly together, and cor 
© ceal; under borrowed names, from a . 


© the earth'a prince” and princeſs, whoſe 
© loſs Lam ſufe will coft the” kings 


c Ban and Ortriue” ablitidante” of 


* Samareänd is the*capttat of the provide? of MibdrdtiiBet in Tartar, 


BY 
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1 © tears 


duty to let 


ſharp a flame, when thou knoweſt bow 


our great Pro- 


Rear Will drin nde for erer 
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tears. But, Madam, continued he, 
ſince Fate has been ſo cruel as to order 
it ſo that I can never be yours, I atteſt 
our great Prophet that I will never be 
another's. I will love you with all 
the purity imaginable, without the leaſt 
hope; and I will never have any other 
object of my deſires and of my glory 
than the charming Gul-hindy. How 
happy ſhould I be if your ſentiments 
were ſo conformable with mine, as that 


a «a.m Aa 
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ſo compleat an union! But I know 
not what I ſay. 
< theſe indiſereet tranſports. What! be- 
© cauſe I cannot poſſeſs you, muſt I rob 
< a prince, more happy than me, of the 
maſter- piece of nature?“ Yes, my 
lord, replied the pretended Gul-hindy 
bluſhing, * I permit you to believe that 
© what you propoſe is agreeable to me. 
© Since the Kare 2 i 

© never en my heart to any but 
the —— Comms, Let us 4 leaſt 


| © be joined by an inviolable friendſhip, 
thou gh Love has undertaken, through 


£ abarbarous caprice, to keep us aſunder.” 
In ſhort, my lord, (proceeded Ben- 


Eridoun) theſe two lovers, miſerable in 


not being acquainted with each other's 
condition, but happy in the ſympathy 


there was between them, and the reci- 


2 tenderneſs with which Geoncha 


inſpired them; theſe two lovers, I 
ſay, after a converſation extremely paſ- 


ſionate, vowed to each other a friendſhip 
that ſnould be proof againſt any thing 
that could happen; and, after having 
remounted their ſteeds, they left that 


charming meadow in company together. 


They had travelled ſeveral days with- 
out meeting with any thing particular, 
when they perceived, at the entrance of 
a foreſt of alm · trees, a 
tique truck 
vertheleſs, magnificent in it's ſimplicity. 
At the gate of this palace ſtood a vene- 
rable old man, who accoſted them My 
children, ſaid he to them, with the 
greateſt kindneſs, night draws on. 


There js neither town nor village in 


above ſix leagues hereabouts, nor any 
© houſe, where you can paſs the night, 


© If you will come into this palace, you 
lity, 


may repoſe yourſelves in tranquil 
: 5 8 purſue your journey to-morrow.” 


-* The prince and princeſs, charmed with 
the humanity of their hoſt, accepted his 


* Caor js a kingdom of the Indies, beyond the Gante-— 
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receive them in the beſt manner the was 


brought in a very handſome repaſt, but 
- wards the concluſion of the ſupper, the 
old man ſent the ſlaves that waited at 


nothing but death ſhould ever diffolve 
Pardon, Madam, 


ars oppoſe our union, I will | 


| ace of an an- 
ure, but which ſeemed, ne- 


feel in ſeeing all thoſe misfortunes at 


offer. They entered, into the palace, 
where they found a woman about three: 
ſcore years old, and of a * equal 


to that of her huſband. She ſtrove to 
able; and ſoon afterwards there was 


without prodigality, though there was far 
from being a want of any thing. To- 


table out of the room; and, having de- 
fired his gueſts to tell him the motive of 
their journey, and for what reaſon they 
travelled ina track that was ſo far from 
the common road, Cheref-Eldin took 
upon him to anſwer. * Alas! Sir,” ſaid 
he to the old man, I can give you that 
ſatisfaction in a few words. We are 
brother and fiſter; and are flying from 
Samarcand to avoid the perſecution of 
a vizir, who, not ſatisfied with havin 
cruelly put our father to death, an 
poſſeſſed himſelf of all his ſubſtance, 
purſues our lives with the ſame barba- 
1 | . 

, Ul men are very much to be dread- 
ed, replied the old man; but, ſooner or 
later, they periſh miſerably. I have 
© had a melancholy experience of this 
truth in my own ne and it is but 
a few years that I have recovered the 
© quiet of which two of my ſons had 
© robbed meby their crimes.” Gul-hindy 
was ver 1 moved at the ſight of the 
tears which a tender remembrance drew 
from the eyes of the good old man. 
Our . is ſometimes alleviated by 
« telling the cauſe of it, ſaid ſhe to him; 
© and, if it is not too great a favour, we 
© ſhould be willing, Sir, to hear the rela- 
© tionof your misfortunes.— With all 
© my heart, my dear children,” replied 
the old man. The tears you ſaw me 
© ſhed were not altogether tears of ſor- 
© row; they rather expreſs the joy I now 
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an end. Liſten to me, therefore, with 
eee | | 
THE HISTORY OF BADOUR THR 
PEACEFUL, KING OF AOR. 
23 — N 4 ; 
Was born the ſ. gn of Caor“; a 
kingdom not veFFextenſfive, and my 
ambition never 1 me to enlarge 
it; being more eſirous to live in umty 
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{ mends for the merit which a 
prived him of; and he liv 


* 


| with my neiglibours, than to run the 


hazard of deſtruction by undertaking un- 


Juſt wars; for which reaſon I was called 
Bad 


our the Peaceful. In my youth I 


1 wedded the Princeſs of Zarad, whom you 
here behold. She brought me ſeveral 


children; and, among the reſt, a ſon and 
a daughter both born the ſame day. I 
named my ſon Abouzaid, and my 
daughter Dejara. I mention theſe two 
firſt, though they were not my. eldeſt; 
nay, were born to me even at the time 
when Zarad had nofurther hopes of be- 
ing any more a mother; but becauſe theſe 
have happily made amends for all the 
bitterneſs with which their brothers had 
daſhed the tranquillity of my life. Of 
my other two ſons, one was called Sa- 
lek the Violent, becauſe of the exceſſes he 
daily ran into. I cannot imagine from 


= whom he derived that humour; in all 


probability, the gods ſent him to us, to- 


gether with his brother, to make a trial 


of our virtue. The other was named 
His manners were not very dif- 
ferent from thoſe of Salek; and their 
joint inclination for evil united them ſo to 
each other, that they were never aſunder. 


I every day received ſome freſh complaint 
of their ill behaviour; and, if they had 


been private perſons, I ſhould a thou- 
ſand times have made them an example 
to my people, to whom they were be- 
come odious by their crimes: but the 
tenderneſs of a father ſtayed my hand. 
At length, they grew ſo weary of m 
continual remonſtrances, that they bot 
reſolvod to be gone from my court; and 
I bleſſed the hour wherein they executed 
that deſign. | 

They had now been gone above four 
months, and I began to think myſelf 
happy in being freed from their preſence; 
when I was ſtruck with the moſt cruel 
TS is poſſible for a father to 
SGuhullerou, the Princeſs of Nangan“, 
was lately married to Ruſang-gehun. 


That agen was not young; but bis 
agreead 


complaiſant temper made a- 
25 had de- 
with his 
wife in ſo perfect a union, that he was 
an example to all his ſubjects. . 

Salek and his brother paſſed through 
the dominions of this monarch. Fer 
were received with a great deal of dif- 


tindtion: Ruſang-gehun even- lodged 
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them in his own palace for ſeveral days; 
but his imprudence in ſuffering them too 


often to ſee the beautiful Guhullerou 


coſt him his life. Salek became exceſ- 
fively enamoured of that princeſs. He 
was too well acquainted with her virtue, 
to hope that ſhe would ever reward his 
unlawful ardour. But being very little 
accuſtomed to overcome his paſſions, he 
reſolved to gratify them at any rate; and, 
to effect this, he hatched the blackeſt 
defign that can be imagined, and pre- 
vailed upon his brother Azem to lend 
him a helping hand in the execution of 
it. 5 | 
One evening, as they were 3 
with the King of Nangan and his ſpouſe 
in a wood which was at the end of the 
gardens of the palace, they ſuddenly fell 
upon that prince, who had only a little 
ſabre by his fide; and their fury not giv= 
ing him time to ”= himſelf iu a poſture 
of defence, they (tabbed him twenty times 
with their poniards; and, either out of 
contempr or cruelty, left the odious in- 
ſtruments of their guilt ſticking in the 
bloody corpſe of that uufortunate king. 
Guhullerou made ſuch cries as reached 
even to Heaven: but thoſe barbarians 
ſeized her; and, having got out into the 
open fields by a door which they had ſe- 
cured by means of the eunuch that 
guarded it, and whom they had corrupt- 
ed, they uſed all their endeavours to ſet 
her upon one of their horſes, which they 
had before prepared, when about twenty 
ſoldiers of the king's guard, alarmed hy 
Guhullerou's outcries, came to the place. 
This unexpected aſſiſtance ſtruck ter- 


"ror into Salek and Azem; they were 


| 


foreed to abandon the queen, and betake 
themſelves to flight. They were purſued, 
but in vain. They were well mounted, 
and made their eſcape; carrying with 
them the eunuch who had favoured them 


in the execution of their infamous de- 


* is impoſſible to expreſs the affliction 
of Guhullerou; her complaints pierced 
the very ſkies. She cauſed the bloody 
corpſe of her huſband to be carried away; 
and, inſtead of obſerving all the funeral 
ceremonies that are uſed in China, ſhe 


| Jan Fanny ame it with her own hauds, 
a 


had it put into a coffin of gold, 
which ſhe adorned with the moſt precious , 
of her jewels. She likewiſe depoſited in 
the coffin his bloody ſhirt, and the po- 


* Nangan, a city on the River Chang, in the province of Quang-fi in China. 
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_ piards with which he was aſſaſſinated; 
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© thou wert puniſhed for the execrable 


'* cryne thou haſt committed upon my 
© huſband! The floweſt and moſt vio- 
r lent torments were too little for ſuch a 

But my revenge 

© could not be entirely ſatisfied if I de- 


> * 


deſtroy me in the ſame manner with the 
reſt of my fanuly. . | * 
Abouzaid, the only ſon that was left 
me, was as much concerned as myſelf at 
the death of his brothers. * My lord,” 
ſaid he to me, the enemy we have to 


a letter full of threats, to 


* 


« deal with is an irritated woman, who 


* 

Give me leaye to take care of your li 
* and that of the queen; and let me en- 
© deavour to defend you from a dang: 

© which makes me tremble both for you 
and her. : 

My grief was ſo exceſſive, (continued 
Badovr) that it deprived me af the uſe 
of my ſenſes. © Do whatever you think 
proper, ſaid I, © my dear Abouzaidy 
for my part, Iwill retire into the receſſes 
of my palace, there to bemoan inceſ- 


will attack us by craft and ung 
© 


ſäantly the ill actions of your brothers, 


© and pray the gods to forget them. 1 
afterwards doubled my guard, and ſhut 


myſelf up in the innermoſt parts of my 


palace with the queen my ſpouſe, accom- 
panied only by three or four of the prin- 
cipal men of my court, who would not 


leave me in my affliction. 


My ſon, after having E every 

thing that was neceſſary for the journey 
he meditated, accoſted the Princeſs De- 
jara: My dear filter,” ſaid he to her, 
c you are not ignorant to what a pitch 
the fury of Guhullerou is raiſed: our 
* lives are not in ſafety here; let us go 
together to {ck for the means of pre- 
+ ſerying the king and queen from her 


4 cxuel 


* 
% 


- © crue] menaces. The famous Genius 
Geoncha, protector of the unfortunate, 
« dyells in a magnificent palace, which 
js at the foot of the famous mountain 
© Jubal-Aflumoum *. I have taken a re- 
+ ſolution, while my father is ſhut up in 
© his palace, to go and. implore the ſuc- 
* cour of that King of the Genii: let us 
t ſet forwards, therefore, my dear De- 
© jara;z and, under habits that may diſ- 
* gujſe our quality, let us try to obtain a 
© remedy for the evils which our un- 
8 1 brothers have brought upon our 
© heads. | 


Abouzaid and Dejara, before they de- 
parted, embraced us tenderly. After 
above a month's travelling, they arrived 


with a great number of little ſtreams. 
= As the heat was very exceſſive, and they 
perceived at ſome diſtance a wood of a 
W pretty large extent, they made to it, and 
repoſed themſelves there in the cool ſhade 
wich two ſlaves, which was all the train 
chey had with them; when they heard a 
N frightful noiſe, as of a great rock tum- 
bling from the top of a high hill. They 
looked all round them to ſee what it was 
occaſioned this noiſe : but when they 
were advanced farther into the wood, 


of a ciſtern, covered with a ſmall ſtone, 
and ſealed at each corner with a ſeal, 
wheregn was ſtamped the name of the 
t Solomon. Immediately the hor- 
rible noiſe, which at firſt amazed them, 
began to diminiſh ; and was ſucceeded 
by the following complaints; * Perfidi- 
© ous Zeloulou ! traiterous Genius! 
= * dofſt thou abuſe the ſeal of Solomon, to 
| '© detain mea priſoner in this place? And 
© muſt the unfortunate Geoncha be lon 
ö encloſedinthe bowelsof the earth, with- 
© out having deſerved ſo hard a fate? 
At the name of Geoncha, my children 
leaped for joy. King of the Genii,” 


in a vaſt champaign country, interſperſed | 


they found that it proceeded from a ſort 


DON 
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cried out Abouzaid, here is 2 prince 
* who would ſuccour you at the expence 
© of his life: let me know how it is to be 


done? All thou haſt to do, ſaid the 


impriſoned Genius, is to get up this 
© ſtone, by taking away, as artificially as 
< poſſible, the print of the ſeal of the 
« great Solomon. Abouzaid, tranſport- 
ed with joy, took off the ſeal without 
breaking it, as the Genius had expreſsly 
ordered him, A thick ſmoke in à mo- 
ment. roſe up to the clouds; and, ex- 
tending itſelf over the ciſtern, male ſo 
dark a'fog, that the prince and princeſs 
could not fee one another. ED 
The darkneſs, which all of a ſudde 
covered the wood, very much frighted 
the prince and princeſs; but the fog ſoon 
afterwards re- united into a ſolid bedy, 
out of which was formed the Genius, 
Abouzaid and Dejara immediately 
threw themſelves at Geoncha's feet : 
We were going even to ſeek you in 
your palace,” ſaid the prince my ſon. 
© I hoped, O powerful King of the Ge- 
© nii! that, without being ſubje&t to the 
© fatal effects of the mountain Jubal- 


Aſſumoum, the gate would have been 


opened to me hy virtue of the ſeczet 
words which I formerly learned of the 
Jogue Kaychockaof ; and without 
which, all that have the boldneſs to 
come near it, are ſure to fall into a diſ- 
© temper more terrible than death it- 
N. 5 be 

© I praiſe God, interrupted the Ge- 
nius, for having brought you to this 
place, to reſtore me the liberty which the 
« perfidious Zeloulou had for theſe twelve 
« yearspaſt deprived me of by the blackeſt 
, pow of malice that ever was heard. 
© But I will not be ungrateful for the in- 
eſtimable ſervice you have done me. 

That wicked Genius, continued 
Geoncha, * to be revenged upon me for 
© deſtroying, ſa often as I do, the unjuſt 


A a nn X 


* That is, the Poiſonous Mountain, becauſe the earth of it inſpires melancholy into thoſe 


that ſmell it; it even blackens their tongue, inſomuch that it remains black all their life- 


and a part of the Indies, | 8 
F Eaftern nations aſcribe mighty virtues to Solomon's ſeal. 
1 The ſogues, or Joguis, among the Indians, are like pilgrims, or vagrant monks, that 
generally frequent the deſart and ſolitudes: they live upon alms, and are in great reputation 
tor ſanctity, becauſe they ſpend ſeveral days together in very auſtere abſtinence; ſometimes 
without eating and drinking. There are ſome of them ſtand ſeveral years at the gates of 
temples quite naked, and expoſed to all the injuries of the weather, without ever ftirring from 
their poſt, except it be for the neceſſities of nature, But, notwithftanding all theſe mortifi- 
c itions, they are moſt of them no better than impoſtors, and are not ſo much in repute for that 
falſe piety as for ſome herbs or fimples, and; ſtones, whoſe virtue they have learned in their 
travels, and with which they amuſe the people. © 

| IN | | * projects 
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time; wherefore few venture to come near this mountain, which is ſituated between China 
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projects he forms againſt young princes 
« — princeſſes, p62 he *. for 
nothing but his crueldiverſion, carriedon 
his deſign in this manner. As he knows 
that his power is __ much inferior to 
mine, he, by ſame ſubtle trick or other, 


of the mighty Solomon, which that 


and, being maſter of this treaſure, he 
came to me, aſked me pardon for all the 
uneaſineſs he had given to the perſons 
I protected, and begged me to grant 
him my friendſhip, with proteſtations 
ſs ſincere in appearance, that I could 
not tell how to refuſe it him. ; 

After our reconciliation, we took a 
walk together in this wood; when, 
having inſenſibly drawn me towards 
this place, he fat him down upon the 


M K aa a a a a >. 


who deſigned nothing but to circum- 
vent me, having defired to ſee a car- 


my. neck, let it fall into the ciſtern, as 
he was pretending to return it to me. 
I immediately threw myſelf into the 
ciſtern, to fetch out my carkenet. This 


DS ®*® DS 6H RG ca 2S a a 2a 9A 35 2a 2a 


advantage of this moment, covered the 
ciſtern with that ſtone, and faſtened it 
with the ſeal of the | Solomon. I 
© leave you to judge how much I was 
aſtoniſhed at this ſtratagem, continued 
Geoncha. The uſeleſs efforts I made 
© to get out of my priſon, convinced me 
© that there was but one power fo ſuperior 
< as to be ſtrong enough to detain me: 
and this place is ſo much out of the 
« way, that I ſuppoſed I ſhould have ſtaid 
© here for ſeveral ages. But, finceI am 
© obliged to you Te ſo unlooked-for a 
freedom, you may aſſure yourſelf, 
prince, that my gratitude ſhall have no 
8 N . 

The Genius (continued Badour) hav- 
ing given my ſon to underſtand that he 
was not ignorant of the cauſe of his 
journey, offered him the aſſiſtance he 
viſhed for. | | 

© The death of your brothers was 
£ juſt,” ſaid he; and Guhullerou ought, 
© indeed, to ſacrifice no leſs than thoſe 
« murderers to the manes of her huſ- 
band: but I will moderate the ſharp 
« reſentment ſhe is aCtuated by; and 
from this moment you need no longer 

be apprehenſive of that princels's 
fury. 
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ſtole from the good King Zif the ring 
prince uſed for the benefit of mankind; 


ſide of this ciſtern: then the traitor, 


kenet of diamonds which I wore round 


was what the wretch wanted: he took 
in it, through a cryſtal, ſeveral ſprings, 
which af 


the door of the houſe which had the beſt 


lad 


| hullerou, (who was the lady in the pa 


® A palanquin is a ſort of ſedan uſed among the Indians. 


I 54% X 
Then, having replaced the ffone upon 
the mouth of the ciſtern, he again fixed 
upon it the print of Solomon's ſeal, that 
Joulou might not be ſenſible of his 
being at liberty; and having by his 
r formed in it a noiſe like that which 
E made there in the time of his reſtraint, 
he embraced the prince and princeſs; 
and conveying them through the air with 
extreme rapidity, ſet them down in a 
charming meadow, which was on the 
frontiers of my dominions. I will not 
© keave yon, {aid he to them, till I 
have made you happy: but, as I muſt 
hide myſelf from the traitor Zeloulou, 
in order to get from him the ring of 
Solomon, I will not appear to you in 
my proper ſhape; I will contract my- 
ſelf into ſo ſmall a bulk, that the beau- 
tiful Dejara ſhall be able to carry me 
eaſily by her fide; and you need only 
to with that I would reſume my former 
ſhape, and obey your orders, and it is 
done that moment. Then the Genius, 
having diſſipated himſelf into ſmoke, the 
princeſs my daughter found at her feet a 
golden-box, which hung in a chain of 
the ſame metal. She immediately opened 
it; and was in the utmoſt ſurprize to ſee 
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I func- 
tions of the human body. She tied it to 
her fide. 3 
The Genius (continued Badour) had 
given my children magnificent cloaths, 
and ordered them to conceal their quality 
no longer. They had already paſſed 
through ſome towns of my kingdom; 
when one evening, being come to a ſort 
of village where the approaching night 
obliged them to ſtop, they knocked at 


rformed all the intern 


appearance there. They were very well 
received by the maſter of it: but juſt as 
they were entering into the chamber that 
was prepared for them, three Chineſe 
cavaliers would have taken poſſeſſion of 
it for a lady who was at the gate in a 
palanquin“. My ſon had no ſooner diſ- 
covered himſelf to be the Prince of Caor, 
but the three men yielded him the place, 
went out of the houſe, and carried the 
to another lodging. 8 
y children, hee a ſlight ſupper, 
went to bed: and ſleep now reigned pro- 
foundly in their chamber, when the very 
ſame Chineſe cavaliers, the Princeſs Gu_ 


lanquin) her brother, and all her fer_ 


vants, 


BE YL non A ers fd Ad DAM Re LIT 


Rs 


"SS 


| | to Kiahia, | 
| other, they entered into my childrens 


hand. 


vants, came to the door of the hovſe 
n Abouza I and Dejara were buried 
in repoſe. She had been tranſported with 
joy when ſhe heard they were ſo near her; 
but being willing to ſtay till they were 


aſleep, it was not till ſhe judged they were 


ſo that ſhe knocked at the door of the 
houſe where they were. 


The maſter of the houſe had no ſooner 


opened the door to them than he found a 


dagger at his throat, with menaces of 


ſtabbing him that moment if he madethe 
leaſt noiſe. +* We ha e no deſign,” ſaid 
Guhullerou to him, upon = hut two 
« perfidious wretches. who are lodged in 


BM _ houſe, and give themſelves out 
| C 


or the children of the King of Caor : 


deliver them up to our revenge, or thou 
dieſt this inſtant. The hoſt, terribly 
| frightened, was forced to ſhew them the 


chamber of Abouzaid and Dejara,. de- 


W ploring in his heart the miſerable fate he 

| ſaw they were going to endure. 
The Queen of Nangan, 2 Ba- 
dour) as ſhe has ſince con 


eſſed to me, 
made terrible reflections in that moment. 
She was filled with remorſe againſt the 
injuſtice of the action ſhe was committing. 
£ But forget that thou art a woman, 
faid ſhe to herſelf; © or at leaſt remem- 
© ber that thou art an offended woman! 
Then, having given one of her poniards 
armed herſelf with the 


apartment; and though with a trembling 
hand they were juſt going to execute 


| their cruel reſolution, yet, when each of 
them caſt their eyes upon the perſons they 


were to deſtroy, they found their arms 
held back by a ſuperior power. 
Never was Guhullerou ſo ſtruck as 


2 | when ſhe conſidered the regularity of 


Abouzaid's features ; and the charms of 
the Princeſs of Caor ſo dazzled the eyes 
of Kiahia, who was going to pierce her 
heart, that the poniard fell out of his 


Guhulleron was ſomewhat longer be- 
fore ſhe yielded : but the Genins Geon- 
cha, who was watchful for the preſerva- 
tion of my children, having entirely 
touched the heart of the Queen of Nan- 
gan, ſhe waked the prince my ſon. Re- 
turn thanks, ſaid ſhe, © to the ſecret 


© power that diſarms me: the defire of 
revenge is quite vaniſhed away from 


© me, and I find my heart relent, in the 
© very moment when I leaſt looked for 


| * ſuch a change. Then turning to her 


brother; As for you, ſaid ſhe, © my 


© ſoul: how glad Iam tofind 
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dear. Kiahia, I am ſenſilile that the 
© extreme beauty of the princeſs has 
made a ſtrong impreſſion ou your 
is happy 
C athy between us} i ſhould have 
$ died with grief if you had executed one 
part of our unjuſt reſolve; and T begin 
* to feel that I was puſhing my cruelty 
too far. The real eri minals are pu- 
© niſhed; the death of my huſband is 
«© ſufficiently revenged.* ES 
3 awaked in _ moment z or 
was trightened at ſeeing ſo many people 
in her chamber. Powerful Kine of 
© the Genii, cried ſhe, come ſpeedily 
© to our aſſiſtance!''' . | | 
She had no ſooner pronounced theſe 
words than the gold- box. opened of it- 
ſelf; the chamber was filled with ob- 
ſcurity, which diſſipating by 85 EX= 
pate to ſight the formidable Geoncha. 
his ſudden aid ſtruck terror into Gu- 
hullerou and Kiahia: they began to be 
afraid for their own lives: when the Ge- 


nius encouraged them with extraordinary 


kindneſs. 

Forget, Madam, ſaid Geoncha to 
Guhullerou; forget the death of a huſ- 
band whom you have ſufficiently re- 
© venged. Let Abouzaid and Dejara be 
© the bonds of an eternal peace between 
© your families; and let the field of battle 
© beturned into the nuptial- bed. Gu- 
hullerou was at firſt ſo ſurprized at the 
ſight of the redoubtable Genivs, that ſhe 
ſcarce heard what he ſaid to her: but 
Abouzaid, who was that inſtant ſtruck 
with the ſplendor of her charms, throw- 
ing himſelf at her feet Suffer your 


- © heart to be touched, Madam, ſaid he 


to her, with a ſubmiſſive air: © I ſhall 
© eſteem myſelf the happieſt of mortals, 
if my cares, my reſpect, and the moſt 
© tender love, can one day prevail upon 
you to give me the place of a prince 
* whom you have indeed the greateſt rea- 


. © fon to bewail.” 


Guhullerou now began to be moved, 
(continued Badour: ) ſhe lifted up Abon- 
zaid; and Dejara, perſuaded by the paſ- 
ſionate expreſſions of Prince Kiahia, gave 
him to underſtand that ſhe ſhould not 
oppoſe me, if I conſented to this mar- 
riage. 2 

The Genius having then commanded 
the four new lovers, and all their attend- 
ants, to take hold of his mantle, he 
tranſported them in a moment into my 
palace; where at length, after the Queen 


of Nangan had ſet apart ſome time for the- 


decency 


* 
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decency of her widowhood, the married 
Abouzaid; and the ſame day Kiahia be- 
came the huſband of the princeſs my 


daughter. 


This double marriage reſtored my 
heart to it's former tranquillity; and it 
gave me ſo much joy to ſee my family 
again ſettled in peace, that, for fear my 
repoſe ſhould again he diſturbed by ſome 


new accident, I reſolved with the queen 
my ſpouſe to retire into this rural palate, 


built by the potent Geoncha. And here, 
free from the troubles of grandeur, and 
under the protection of that King of the 
Genii, who is gone to an inviſible iſland 
to wait for a fair opportunity of reveng- 
ing himſelf upon the traitor Zeloulou, 
the queen and I enjoy a quiet, peaceable 
ſtate of life. | 


THE SEQUEL OF THE HISTORY OF 


CHEREF-ELDIN AND GUL-HINDY. 


7 : "HE night was pretty far advanced; 


(continued Ben- Eridoun;) there- 
fore Badour, after having concluded his 
hiſtory, perceiving that bis gueſts ſtood 
in need of repoſe, conducted each of 
them to a ſeparate apartment. That 
which he aſſigned to the real Gul-hindy 


was furniſhed with the utmoſt politeneſs, 
and adorned with pictures drawn by an 
Indian equal in ſkill to the famous 


Many“. That Indian was ſo excellent 
in his art, and in the diſpoſing of his 
colours and ſhades, that he could have 
expreſſed with his pencil the breath it- 
ſelf, and the reſpiration of animated crea- 
tures. There was deſcribed in one of 
theſe pictures a triumphal car all in 


flames, upon which ſtood a child ſup- 
; porting a ſphere on his head, and his 


ace ſurrounded with rays, which re- 
flected a great deal of majeſty pon him 
his hands were filled with fiery darts; he 


had a quiver on his ſhoulder, a ſabre by 


his ſide, and he dragged along in a chain 
behind his car an infinite number of 


. perſons of all ages, ſexes, and conditions; 
one might read in their faces and atti- 


tudes the expreſſions of the moſt lively 
paſſions. 


touches peculiar to himſelf, 


This celebrated painter had out- done 
himſelf in this work; and by fome nice 
the winds 
that he had painted'at the corners of the 
picture ſeemed to keep in their breath, 
for fear of increaſing the flames which 
glowed throughout this maſter-piece. 
Gul-hipdy looked attentively upon this 
piece; ſhe ſighed and bluſhed at the fame 
time. She caſt her eyes upon another, 
at - bottom whereof ſhe read theſe 
veries. 5 8 


A lawleſs paſſion Koka's F boſom warms, 
And her inceſtuousheart her brother charius: 
© Her flame, with vittuous horror, Cyne views; 
© The more he flies, the ſwifter ſhe purſues. 
No ray of hope to chear her ſuit appears, 
And ſorrow melts her into floods of tears; 
* Vichnout, with pity, ſaw her ceaſeleſs grief, 
And, kind to the unhappy, brought relief; 


© Into a fountain he transform'd the dame, 


© Where guilty love extinguiſhes his flame.” 


Never was any thing more beautiful or 


more ſtriking than this painting: but, 


notwithſtanding all the maſter- ſtrokes 
with which it abounded, the princeſs 
turned away her eyes from it. She met 
with another which ſeemed more appoſite 
to the condition ſhe herſelf was in: it 
repreſented the hiſtory of Fork and O- 
nam &. She read their adventures with 
great attention; and, oppreſſed: with a 
thouſand- cruel refleftions—* Juſt Hea- 
© ven?” cried ſhe, © muſt every thing that 
© offers itfelf to my view conduce to 
© nouriſh a paſſion whoſe conſequences 
« muſt inevitably prove fatal to me? I 
© love; but who do I love? A woman 
© like myſelf! And this very obſtacle, 
© as invincible as it is, redoubles my af- 
* feftions. Ah, miſerable princeſs! do 
© not form ſuch unlawful wiſhes; love 
© nothing but what a woman may love 
© without a crime, ſince nature oppoſes 
thy unreaſonable ardor. — But, ſaid 
ſhe again immiediately, may not the ex- 
© ample of Fork, which is now before 
my eyes, alleviate the uneaſineſs I am 
in? Why ſhould I be inſpired with ſo 
extravagant a- paſſion, if it is not de- 
ſigned that a miracle ſhall be wrought 
in my favour? Fork was a beautiful 


ee 


Many was a famous Chineſe painter, often mentioned in Oriental books. 
+ It is probable this tory of Koka and Cyne is only the fable of Byblis and Caunus, 
accommodated by the Indians to their owh fancy. | 5 : noon | 
t Vichnou, or Ram, is one of the principal gods of the Indians. . 2 
& We are apt to believe that this is. the fable of Iphis and Ianthe, as may be jodged by 


the ſequel of this ſtory. 


woman: . 
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woman: the god Vichnou, whoſe aſſiſt- 
ance ſhe implored, in a moment changed 
her to the moſt amiable of all mankind. 
© Ah! I rave!* continued Qld. 
Let us fly from this adorable object; 
that is the only remedy for my misfor- 
tunes! Brtwherefore fly? interrupted. 
| ſhe preſently afterwards. * What harm 
«is there in loving the Princeſs of Tu- 
©luphan ? No, no! let us not find out a 
crime where there can be none; but let 
© us maintain with honour the character 
] am at preſent forced to act! 55 

Gul - hindy fpent almoſt the whole 
night in theſe reflections; and rifing at 
day-break, ſhe deſcended into the gar- 
den to walk off her inquietude. She 
found a little door opened into the fort ſt: 
ſhe went into it; and her thoughtfulneſs 
inſenſibly drew her into a place where 
the wood was very thick; ſhe ſat herſelf 
down there; and, fatigued with having 
ſpent the night in ſo reſtleſs a manner, 

ell into a gentle flumber 8 os 
-  Cheref-Eldin was agitated with the 
ke thoughts; the night ſeemed very te. 


dious to him. Aurora hardly began to 


appear, when, jumping from off the bed, 
upon which he had only laid him down, 
he took his bow and his arrows; and 
p_ out of the garden into the wood, 


followed, without knowing it, the 


ſame track that Gul-hindy had gone be- 
fore him. He was walking pretty faſt, 
when he heard a little ndiſe in a private 
place: he went nearer to it; and ſeeing 
the leaves ſtir, he imagined that it was 
ſome. beaſt moving out of his hold, and 
reap og: ſhot one of his arrows at ran- 
om. 5 
What was the ſurprize of Cheref-Eldin, 
(continued Ben- Eridoun) when he heard 
a doleful cry, which proceeded from ſome- 
body whoſe voice he was acquainted with! 
His heart was ſeized with the ſharpeſt 
grief; he ran with all his ſpeed to the, 
place, and found that he had wounded 
the very man who had reſcued him from 
the giant. 3 | 
What horror and deſpair was the 
rince ſeized with at the fight of his de- 
iverer all in blood! His eyes were co- 
vered with an obſcurity which hindered 
bim from ſeeing what he had done. Un- 
happy bow!* cried he; unhappy dart! 
but rather unhappy prince! die, and 
* bear the puniſhment of thy indiſcre- 
tion!“ In pronouncing theſe laſt words, 


my lord, Cheref-Eldin was juſt gg | 


fab himſelf with one of his arrows, when 


5 = 


he heard his friend groan: he immedi- . 


ately quitted his deſign of dying, to try 
t5 fave a life which was ſo dear to him; 


he ran to embrace him, melting into 


trars; and going to ſtanch the blood 
which trickled from the wound he had 


given him in the breaſt, ne remained with= . 


out motion, when he. perceived that he 
had wounded a woman.” He was ready 


to expire with ſorrow at this diſcovery. 
© © heavens!” ſaid he, his eyes overs, 
flowing with tears, *-muſt I obtain the 
* knowledge of the-moſt charming per- 


© ſon in the world by ſo tragical an ac- 
ecident! But let us, if poſſible, repair. 
© our error. Then tearing the muilin of 


Gul-hindy's turban, he Rapped the blood. 


with it as well as he was able. He after- 
wards,in vain,endeavoured to find the foul 
of that princeſs upon thoſe lips where the 
paleneſs of death was painted. She gave 
no ſign of life; but as there was a ſtream. 
which glided along at ſome diflance from 
thence, he ran to it, and brought ſome 
water in the princeſs's turban, when he 


beheld her in the arms of a frightful 


man. 


Cheref-Eldin, at this e 


ately drew his ſabre, and prepared to 
fight the moniter, who grew larger and 
larger every moment ; when he cried out 


to him in a terrible voice Stop, young 


© madman, unleſs thou thyſelf wouldſt 
© be the murderer of this princeſs, whoſe 
neck I will wring round at the leaſt 
motion thou makeſt!' — © Ah, barba- 
rian!* cried the prince, you know 


tender concern! Were it not for that, 
I would let out thy life, or periſh glo- 
rioully in attempting to ſuccour the 
divine perſon whom thou depriveſt me 
© of with ſo much baſeneſs!' - I am 
© above your threats, replied the ra- 
viſher: know that I am called Zelou- 
© lou, and that I am one of the moſt 
© powerful Genii upon earth. I took 
* delight, at the moment of thy birth, 
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and of that of this princeſs, to traverſe 
your lives. I made an exchange of 
© you two; I laid thee in the cradle of 
the Princeſs of Tuluphan, and her in 


© thine. You were to have been happy in 
© each other's love, if you had attamed 
the age of ſeventeen years without 
© knowing one another for Tuch- as you 
© really are. You have, unhappily for 
g 2 diſcovered this princeſs's ſex 
© before the time preſcribed : this is what 
puts her into my power, and you muſt 

„„ F © never 


too well how to make advantage of my 
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© never hope to ſee her more, while I am 


what I am.“ 


Zeloulou then carried away Gul-hindy, 
leaving the prince in a deſpair fo violent, 
that he reſolved not to ſurvive his miſ- 


fortune. He fiercely {ct the point of his 


ſabre againſt his breaſt, and was juſt 


going to pierce his heart, when he found 


is arm ſuddenly ſtayed by an inviſible 


hand. . 0 


 Geoncha, who inceſſantly watchedover 
the malignant actions of Zeloulou, and 
hindered the conſequences of them as 


much as lay in his powers thought it 
rince of Ormus. 


high time to aſſiſt the | 
He diſarmed him therefore in the very 
moment that he was making an attempt 
upon his. life, and offering himſelf to his 
ſight in the ſhape of a majeſtick old man; 
—© Cheref-Eldin,” ſaid he, moderate a 
© little the violence of your paſſions, and 
© follow the wholeſome advice of a Ge- 
© nius who loves you. It was I that 
© preſided at your's and Gul-hindy's 


© birth: it was I that, in the reſolution to 


unite you together, formed between you 
ſuch charming ties, and inſpired you 
with that ſudden reciprocal tenderneſs: 
but as neither of you were able to 
© avoid what is written on the Table of 


© Light, you muſt wait with patience for 


© the moment that may reſtore you to 
© your princeſs, and, by a perfect ſub- 


© miſſion to the will of Heaven, deſerve 


© the happy deſtiny which is perhaps pre- 
© pared for you. 
The prince was very much conſoled by 


| theſe words. Powerful Genius, ſaid 
he, throwing himſelf at Geoncha's feet, 


© {ince I am obliged to ſubmit without 
© murmuring, at leaſt inform me what 


vill be done with me till the arrival of, 


© that happy moment. Do you find in 
* yourſelf, prince, replied the Genius, 
, bo much courage as to face death in 
© reſcue of your princeſs? That is the 


© only way to abridge your misfortunes, 


© or periſh gloriouſly for her ſake.'— 
© Can it be made à doubt ?* anſwered 
Cheref-Eldin. I am ready to ſacrifice 
© a thouſand lives to obtain the adorable 
© Gul-hindy; and the moſt cruel death 
© is not ſufficient to avert me from ſo 
© noble a deſigu.— I admire your in- 
© trepidity,* replied Geoncha; give me 
c your hand: you ſhall quickly be ſatis- 
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© drink off 
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© fied.” The prince gave his hand to. 
Geoncha; he ſtruck the ground, and the 
earth opened: they both of them plunged 
into it's moſt dreadful abyſſes; and at Naſt | 
found themſelves in a cavern, the mouth 
of which looked into a champaign country 
adorned with a thouſand various flowers, 
which led by a walk of palms to a mag- 
nificent palace, into which they entered. 
To effect the deliverance of your 
6 princeſs,” ſaid the Genius then to 
prince Cheref-Eldin, © I muſt begin by 
© recovering the ſuperiority which I na- 
* turally have over the as Gros. 
© lou: I can never bring that about but 
© by artfully getting from him the' ſeal 
of Solomon, which that traitor has un- 
doubtedly ſtole from the good King 
Zif; and to do this, I have occaſion for 
a prince like yourſelf, who will fearleſs - 
expoſe himſelf to almoſt unavoidable 
death. What you are to do is this. 
There is in the iſland of Gilolo“ a 
ſpring called the Fountain of Oblivion, 
unknown to all mortals. There are 
very few even of the ſages and Genii 
that can preciſely tell where this foun- 
tain is; and though ſome do know it, 
they are ignorant of the proper doſe, 
which is the chief point, becauſe the 
remedy 1s to be found in the very diſ- 
temper; and according to-the quantity 
that is drank of it, it takes away and 
reſtores memory. This water is guard- 
ed by a Genius named Nehoray, who 
without mercy ſtrangles all thoſe that 
come near it; but, as he holds all his au- 
thority from me, he has not refuſed me 
ſome water of this fountain. Here is 
a bottle of it, enough to anſwer my ne- 
ceſſity for it. The difficulty lies in 
© preſenting it to the perfidious Zeloulou, 
© and not one of all the Genii who de- 
« pend upon me would accept the com- 
© miſſion, ſo much they dread the power 
© of Solomon's. ring. Have you, prince, 
© firmneſs enough to undertake fo peril- 
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© ous an action? It may endanger your 


© life, and even that of your princeſs, 
£ if Zeloulou ſhould miſtruſt the deceit 
© you intend to put upon him; but if you 
© can by your cunning bring him to 
Le water of the Fountain of 
© Oblivion, you will that very moment 
© become poſſeſſor of the Princeſs of 
„ Tuluphan,” | 7 


* Gilolo is an iſland of the Indian Sea; the capital city of that iſland is Gilolo, which. ; 


likewiſe'gives it's name to a kingdom of petty large extent. 
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Cheref-Eldin (continued Ben-Eri-- 
doun) accepted Geoncha's propoſal with - 
out the leaſt heſitation; and that Genius, 
having conducted him into a ſpacious 
hall, made him enter into a bath. 

The prince had not been half an hour 
in the water, before he perceived a change 
in his perſon which frightened him. He 
jumped immediately out of it; and, co- 
vering himſelf precipitately with a very 
fine cloth Ah, Genius! cried he, 


© what is the meaning of this new meta- 


© morphoſis?* Geoncha fell a laughing; 
What, ſaid he to the prince, (who was 
then changed into the moſt beautiful wo- 
man that ever was ſeen, and whole fea- 


" tures were quite different from thoſe he 
appeared in when he was a man) are 


© you already ſorry for the promiſes you 
© have made; and does the ſex I have 
« given you, for ſome time only, incline 
C yu to renounce the charming Gul- 
© hindy? Go, prince, execute punctually 
5 what I am about to preſcribe to you, 


'- © and I can ſoon reſtore you to your 


© former oondition. 
The Genius, my lord, having then in- 
ſtru&ed the prince what he was to do 


when he ſhould be with Zeloulou, gave 


him the Water of Oblivion, and tranſport- 
ed him in leſs than four minutes to the 
ordinary habitation of that perfidious 
Genius. 3 | 
Zeloulou, whoſe power was limited 
with regard to Gul-hindy, after having 
cured her wound with one ſingle blaſt of 
his breath, had confined her to a dark 
tower, and was gone out in queſt of ſome 
new ſubject for his malignant recreation, 
when he met with Cheret-Eldin, who was 
ſtretched 6ut upon the graſs, and feigned 
a profound. ſleep. The Genius, after 
having viewed her with abundance of at- 
tention, owned in himfelf that he had 


never beheld fo charming a creature. He 


fell paſſionately in love with her; and, 
forming to himſelf a flattering idea of 
the happineſs he ſhould enjoy in being 
beloved by her, he aſſumed the form of 
a young man of about twenty, and heau- 
tiful even toadegreealmoſtequaltoher's; 
he carried her away, conveyed her to his 


palace, and waited till ſhe ſhould wake, 


to declare to her the extreme paſſion he 


felt for her. 


Cheref-Eldin, who was prepared for 
what might happen, ated his part to 
perfection. At firſt he pretended to be 
hugely afflicted, ſhed abundance of tears, 


4 
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and afterwards by à ſeeming reſiſtance 
ſo inflamed Zeloulou, that that Genius, 
whoſe paſſion increaſed every moment for 
that prince, whom he miſtook for a wo- 


man, declared to her who he was, and 
offered to, make her a partner in his 


power, if ſhe would make a kind return 


to his tenderneſs, The diſguiſed princeſs 


feigned to be thaken by the greatneſs of 


his promiſes, and the perſonal merit of 


the Genius: ſhe aſked ſome days to con- 


ſider of it, promiſing to ſpend all the time 


in his company; and Zeloulou, blinded 
by his paſſion, and without in the leaſt 
ſuſpecting that ſhe deſigned to put a trick 
upon. him, reſolved to wait with patience 
for that happy moment, and in the mean 
while to procure her a thouſand diver- 


ſions that might prevail upon her to be 


ateful. To begin, he cauſed to be 
ſerved a magnificent collation; and pre- 
ſenting her with a, very excellent wine, 
ſhe excuſed herſelf from touching it, and 
told the Genius ſhe drank only of a cer- 
tain water ſhe carried always about her; 
but that this water was of ſo excellent a 
taſte, that it far excelled the fineftwines. 
The Genius ſeemed ſurprized at this: 
Give me leave, Madam, anſwered he, 
© to doubt of ſo improbable a ſtory, till 
© I have myſelf experienced the truth of 
it. You yourſelf ſhall be the judge, 
replied the Prince of Ormus. Then hav- 
ing poured into a cup juſt ſo much wa- 
ter as was requiſite to take away the me- 
mory, Zeloulou had no ſooner drank it 
off than he was perfectly beſotted. * 
 Cheref-Eldin, ſeeing the operation of 
his liquor, was in a joy hardly to be ex- 
prefle1 : he gave the Genius ſuch tender 


- careſſes; that, moved with the charms of 


fo beautifal a woman, he had much ado 


to contain himielf; and would abſolutely 


embrace her, when, puſhing him fondly 
back, ſhe told him {he would not conſent 
to his defires, unleſs, as a pledge of his 
eternal tenderneſs, he made her a preſent 
of the ring he wore on his finger. 
” Zeloulon, in this moment, by means 
of the water he had drank, forgetting of 
what conſequence it was to him to pre- 
ſerve Solomon's ring, which all the 
wers of the earth could never have 
orced from him, took the ring from his 
finger, and preſented it to his new miſtreſs. 


She had no ſooner got it into her poſſeſ- 


ſion, but pouring him out a ſecond glaſs 
of the ſame water, but whoſe doſe was 
ſo much as would reſtore him his me- 
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mory, ſhe earneſtly begged him for her 
ſake to drink that too, and aſſured him 
that he ſhould no ſooner have given her 
that laſt mark of his complaiſance, than 
ſhe would conſent to gratify his defires, 

However taſteleſs the Genius thought 
the liquor he had already drank, as he was 
ſo tranſported at the ſight of this charming 
lady, that he was no longer the maſter of his 


will, he preſently ſwallowed the water ſhe 


offered him; but what à fury was he in 
the moment afterwards, when Cheref- 
Eldin vaniihed from his fight, to perceive 
that he was no longer the poſſeſſor of So- 
lomon's ring, and to remember that he 
himſelf had toohiſhly given it away to the 
woman whole falſe charms had ſo groſsly 
deceived him? He then abandoned him- 
felf to the molt violent deſpair, and blaſ- 
phemed againſt all the ſupreme beings. 
When Cheref-Eldin had given to 
Geoncha the ring he had ſo ſubtilely ac- 
quired, that King of the Genii tran- 
ſported himſelf in the very moment to the 
place where the perfidious Zeloulou was 
ſtill making molt diſmal reflections upon 
the lois he had ſuſtained. But, though 
the ſeal of Solomon, which with the ut- 
mott f:rprize he ſaw in Geoncha's 
hands, ought to have humbled him, and 
induced him to have recourſe to his cle- 


mency, yet he had ſtill the temerity to 


rebel againſt him; and, forgetting that 
he was his king, he was fo traſh as to 


.- defy him to combat. But Geoncha mak- 


ing uſe of all the ſuperiority and immenſe 

wer which that divine ring gave him, 
oon put an end to the fight: he annihi- 
lated the traiterous Zeloulou; and after 


having carried to his palace the Prince'of 


Ormus, while he wafhed in another bath 
which reſtored him to his primitive form, 
the Genius went and fetened the beau- 
teous Gul-hindy out of her priſon; and, 
embracing them boch, he conveyed them 
in an inſtant io the palace of the King of 


Tuluphan. 5 | 
Mo: hzadin and Riza, who bemoaned 


the lo(s of their daughter, and, according 
to Geoncha's prediction, never expected 
to behold her again, almoſt died with joy 


at ſo unexſ ected a fight.” The Genius 


told them, to their great amazemeng, of 


the error they had always been in by the 


malice of Zeloulou; the dangers to which 
their real daughter had been expoſed, as 
he had foretold them the moment ſhe was 
born; and te aniilulation of the malig- 


- nant Genius; and commanded them im- 


o 
4 
5 
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mediately to unite in the moſt holy ties 


Cheref-Eldin and Gul-hindy ; fince the 
King of Ormus too had before formed 
the ſame deſign. | 


The King and Queen of Tulvphan 


(continued Ben-Eridoun) would not de- 


fer a moment the happineſs of the prince 


and princels; and that illuſtrious couple, 


under the protection of the great Geon- 
cha, ſpent the reſt of their days in the 
moſt perfect union; and enjoyed a feli- 
city which, to their lives end, was never 


interrupted by the leaſt unlucky acci- 
dent. 


Ben-Eridoun having thus concluded 
the adventures of Cheref-Eldin and Gul- 
hindy, the King of Aſtracan let him 
know the great pleaſure he had taken in 
hearing him. I could yet have wiſhed,” 
added that monarch, that there had 
© been ſomething in the cataſtrophe of 
© your ſtory a little more wonderful. I 
© cannot help thinking that Zeloulou 
runs too blindful into the trap that is 
laid for him, and that Cheref-Eldin 
too eaſily gets from him the ring of 
Solomon. “ My lord,” replied Ben- 
Eridoun, I did not invent this hiſtory 

myſelf, but had the honour to tell it 
your majeſty juſt as I had read it in 
one of our Arabian authors. And after 
all, love is ſo violent a paſſion, and de- 
pri ves the wiſeſt men of the uſe of their 
reaſon to ſuch a degree, as to ſet them 


A ‚ RX R a X (a 


mankind,” 
I confeſs it, replied the king; and 
now I reflect upon it more ſeriouſly, I 
perceive that it would have been ve 
hard to have reſcued Gul-hindy out of 
Zeloulou's power by any other means 
than the blind paſſion he felt for Cheref- 
Eldin, who ſeemed ſo beautiful a wo- 
man. That Genius, by the aſſiſtance - 
of Solomon's ring, might have de- 
fended himſelf againſt all ſurprizes; 
nothing but ſo paſſionate a love could 
have torn it from him: and this thought 
convinces me that it is very eaſy to cri- 
ticiſe any thing, but hard to mend.* 
It is trve, my lord, replied Ben- 
Eridoun: * but, ſince your majelty was 
© not at firſt entirely ſatisfied with the 
© concluſion of that hiſtory, I will relate 


one which I am ſure will pleaſe you, 


© both for the wonderful and comical 
© ſtrokes that there are in it.“ 
Nobody hitherto has ſucceeded 4 
; | Fw 


„ 


upon an equal foot with the weakeſt of 


— . 


\ 


c well as thou, in diverting me, replied 

the King of Aſtracan: © begin this hiſtory 

& therefore, ſince I have till ſome mo- 

© ments left. Ben-Eridoun, inobedience 
to his prince, ſpoke in thele terms, 


THE HISTORY OF THE THREE CRUMP | 


TWIN-BROTHERS OF DAMASCUS. 


NDER the Caliphat of Watik- 
5 billah, grandſon of Haroun Ar- 
reſchid, there dwelt at Damaſcus“ an 
old man called Behemrillah, who did but 
juſt get a poor livelihood by making ſteel- 
bows, ſwords, {abres, and knife-hlades. 
Of thirteen children which he had by one 
wite, ten died all in one year; but the 
three that remained were ſo odd a figure, 
that it was impoſſible to look at them 
without laughing: they were crooked 
both behind and before, blind of the left- 
eye, lame of the right- foot, and ſo per- 
fectly like one another in face, ſhape, 
and cloaths, which they always wore the 
ſame with one another, that even their 
father and mother ſometimes miſtook 
one for the other. 

Of the three ſons of Behemrillah, (ſaid 
Ben-Eridoun, the next day) the eldeſt 
was named Ibad, the ſecond Syahouk, 
and the third Babekan; and theſe three 
little hump-backed brothers never worked 
in their ſhops but they ſerved for laugh- 
| ing-lſtocks to all the boys and girls in the 
__ town, 

One day, as the only ſon of a rich 
merchant, named Mourad, returned from 
Walking with ſome of his play-fellows, 
finding himſeif more merry than uſual, 
he leaned upon the bulk of the three 

crumps, and inſulted them with ſo much 
keenneſs, that Babekan, who was then 
at work upon a knite-blade, Joſt all pa- 


tience; he ran after thoſe children, and, 


ſingling out his principal enemy, gave 
him a cut in the belly; but finding that 
he was purſued by the mob, he ran into 
his ſhop, and pulled to the door after him. 

As Mourad was dangerouſly wound - 
ed, all the avenues of Bchemrillah's 
houſe were immediately ſecured till the 
cady, who was ſent for, ſhould be come. 
He repaired thither immediately with his 
azzasF, and having broken down the 


Damaſcus is a city of Syria, at the foot of Mount Libanus, about forty leagues from 


* 


—— 


TARTARIAN TALES. 4 
doors, upon their refuſal to open them, he 


entered into the ſhop, and demanded of 


thoſe who had been witneſſes of the action 


that was committed, which of the three 
crumps was the murderer? Nobody could 
affirm that it was one of them more than 


the other; they were ſo exactly alike, that 


they were all at a loſs. The cady examined 


I bad, who aſſured him that it was not he 


that had wo'!nded the boy, and that he 
could not tell whether it was Syahouk or 


Babekan: Syahouk averred the fame 


thing; and Babekan, ſeeing himſelf out 
of danger, had the impudence to deny 
likewiſe that he had any hand in the 
crime. \ | 

The cady was therefore much perplex- 
ed what to do; there could be but one 
criminal, and here ſeemed to be three; 
and never a one of them wonld own him- 
ſelf to be the man. He thought he could 


” 


not do better than to inform the King of 


Damaſcus of ſo ſingular an affair. He 


carried the three crumps before his 


throne; and that prince having examined 


them himſelf, without being able to find 


out the truth, gave command, in order to 
diſcover it, thateach of them ſhould have 


a hundred baſtinadoes upon the ſoals of 


his feet. They began with Syahouk, and 


afterwards proceeded to Ibad; but both 


of them heing ignorant whether Babekan 
was the criminal or no, ſo much reſem- 
blance there was between them, they en- 


dured the baſtinado without giving the 


king any clearer information than he had 
before. Babekan afterwards received his 
quota of ſtripes; but being judge in his 
own cauſe, he did not think fit to betray 
himſelf : he made the moſt earneſt pro- 
teſtations of his innocence; and the king 
not knowing which was the murderer, 
and unwilling to put to death two inno- 
cents with one criminal, was contented 
with be niſhing them all three from Da- 
maſcus for ever. 

Ibad, Syahouk, and Babekan, were 
obliged to comply with this ſentence im- 
mediately. They departed from the 
city; and, having conſidered what they 
ſhould do, Ibad and Syahouk were en- 
tirely for kee ing together; but Babekan 
having repreſented to them, that, let 


them go where they would, ſo long as 


they were together, they ſhould always he 


Aleppo. It is mightily reſorted to for it's knives, bows, and ſabres. The ſteel of Damaſcus 


is in very great eſteem. 


T The azzas are a ſort of catchpoles that generally accompany the cadies. 
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the jeſt of the publick, and that if they 


were ſingle, they would each be infinitely 


feſs obſerved, this reaſon prevailed over 


the opinion of the other two. They part- 
ed from each other; and __ every one 


2 different road, Babekan, after having 


travelled through ſeveral towns of Sy- 


ria, came at length to Bagdad “, where 
I have already told your Majeſty Wa- 
tik-billah, the grandſon of Haroun Ar- 


reſchid, held the ſupreme power. 


This little crooked wretch, under- 


ſtanding that there was in that city a 


cutler of tolerable good repute, went to 


him for employment. He told him he 


was of Damaſcus, and that he had a par- 


tticular art in tempering of ſteel. The 
cutler was willing to try if Babekan was 
as great a malterof his trade as he boaſt- 
ed himſelf to be: he took him into his 


ſhop; and finding indeed that not only 
the ſteel he tempered was as hard and 
ſharp again as what was commonly ufed 
at Bagdad, but alſo that his work was 


much more neat and perfect, he retained 


him in his ſervice, and entertained him 


with great kindneſs, that he might keep 
him to hiniſelf. 


From that time his ſnop was always 
crouded with cuſtomers. The little 


crump could not werk fait enough. The 
cutler fold his bows and ſabres at his own 


price; and, if he had not been a drunken 
extravagant fot, he might have made a 
very conſiderable fortune. 

Babekan had ſcarce been two years at 
Bagdad, when his maſter fell very ill of 


agreat debauch he had made. His body 


was ſo worn and waſted by wine, bran- 
dy, and women, that all the care of his 
wife and Babekan could not fave his life. 
He died in their arms. 

Though Nohoud (which was the name 


of the cutler's wife) was very far from 


being handſome, Babekan had never- 
theleſs been in love with her for ſome 
time; and his maſter's death being a fair 


opportunity to declare his paſſion, he 


without any heſitation made the widow 


agacquainted with his ſentiments. She 


was not much alarmed at them; for, be- 


ſides that his out- of- the- way figure be- 


gan to grow familiar to her, ſhe further 
conſidered, that if Babekan left her, the 


ſhop would preſently loſe it's reputation, 


and that the little money ſne had ſaved 
during her hnſband's life would ſoon be 
ſpent. Theſe reaſons induced her, like 
a ſenſible woman as ſhe was, to make Ba- 
bekan a promiſe of marriage, ſo ſoon as 
ſhe could do it with decency. She kept 
her word with him ſome months after- 
wards; and Babekan, not ſatisfied with 
his cutling-trade alone, whereby in a 
little time he got a great deal of money, 
fell likewiſe into the way of ſelling bran- 
dy of dates, which he had a very conſi- 
derable demand for. RE | 

The correſpondence that Babekan had 
in ſeveral towns of the eaft, came to the 
ears of his two brothers; who, after hav- 
ing lived for almoſt five years in the ut- 
moſt poverty, were at laſt mettogether at 
Derbent*. Here they learnt, to their 
great joy, the proſperity of Babekan 
and, not doubting but he would aſfiſt 


them in their want, they reſolved to go 


together to' Bagdad. They wereno ſooner 
arrived there, than they ſent -for him by 
a poor woman who had taken them into 
her houſe out of charity. : 7 
Babekan was prodigiouſly furprized 
at the ſight of his brothers. Have you 
forgot, faid he to them in a violent 
paſſion, ©* what happened to us at Da- 
© maſcus? Have you a mind to make 
me the jeſt of this city too? I ſwear 
by my head, that yowſhall die beneath 
my cudgel, if you dare to come near 
my houle, or ſtay in Bagdad another 
hour !* . : . | 
Ibad and his brother were amazed at a 
reception ſo little expected. It was in 
vain they repreſented their miſery to Ba- 
bekan, and ſhewed him the moſt abject 
ſubmiſhon ; he continued unmoved; and 
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all they could obtain of him was ten or 


twelve pieces of gold, to help them to ſet- 
tle in ſome other town. ay 
Babekan being returned home, his 
wife perceived an alteration in his coun- 
tenance. She aſked him the cauſe of it, 
and was anſwered that it proceeded from 
the arrival of his two brothers ; but that 
apprehending at Bagdad the ſame raille- 
ries he had borne at Damaſcus, he had 
forbid them his houſe, and obliged them 
to leave the town, : 
| Nohoud to no purpoſe remonſtrated 
to him the cruelty of what he had done; 


Bagdad is a city of Aſia, ſeated upon the Tigris, in the province of Hierac, It has long 
been the place of abode of the caliphs of Egypt. : ; 
+ Derbent is a town of the province of Servan in Perſia, at the foot of Mount Caucaſus, 
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her huſband's fury was but encreaſed by 
-her perſuaſions. I find, ſays he, you 
© will be tempted to entertain them here 
during the journey I am to make to 
© Balſora: but take notice, I would ad- 


« viſe you, that if you do, it ſhall coſt you 


« your life. I ſay no more. Look to 
it, that you do not diſobey me. 
Babekan's wife was too well acquaint- 
ed with her huſband's violent hamour to 
contradi&t him; ſhe had often enough 
felt the weight of his arm. She promiſed 
molt punctually to execute his orders. 
But thoſe promiſes did not make Babe- 
kan eaſy; he paſſed the whole night with- 
out taking a wink of ſleep; and return- 
ing next morning at break of day to the 


woman's houſe where his brothers had 


lodged, he heard, to his great ſatisfac- 
tion, that they were gone from Bagdad 
with an intention never to ſee it again. 
Ibad and Syahouk were indeed de- 
parted with a reſolution to go ſeek their 
fortunes elſewhere; but the latter falling 
ſick about two days journey from Bag- 
dad, and they finding themſelves obliged 
to ſtay there almoſt three weeks, their 


money was ſoon gone, and they reduced 


to their former want. Not knowing how 
to live, in ſpite of the ſevere prohibition 

they had received from Babekan, they 
reſolved to go back to Bagdad. They 


went to their former landlady, and beg- 


ged her to go once more to their brother, 
in order to perſuade him, if ſhe could, to 


take them into his houſe, or at leaſt to 
give them a little money to defray the 
charge of their journey. 

The poor woman could not refuſe to 
do them that ſervice: ſhe went to Babe- 
kan's houſe; and being informed at his 

"ay that he had been gone twelve days 
to Balſora, to fetch ſeveral bales of mer- 
chandizes, ſhe returned immediately to 


tell this news to her gueſts, who were ſo. 


hard preſſed by their neceſſity, that they 
went themſelves to implore the aſſiſtance 
of their brother's wife. | pt 

Nohoud could not help knowing them; 
they reſembled Babekan fo _ , that 
there was nobody but who would have 
miſtaken each of them apart for him : 
but though he had fo ſtrictly commanded 
her not to let them into her houſe, ſhe 
was touched with their poverty and tears; 


ſhe entertained them, and ſet ſome vic-: | 


tals before them. It was now dark 


plici T's. 
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night; and Ibad and Syahouk had ſcarce 


ſatisfied their firſt hunger, when ſome- 
body rattled at the door. The voice of 
Babekan, who was not to have returned 
in three days longer, was a thunderbolt 
to his wife and brothers; they turned as 
pale as death: and Nahoud, who did not 


know where to put them to conceal them 
from her huſband's fury, thought at laſt 


of hiding them in a little cellar behind 
five or fix tubs of brand. 


Babekan grew impatient at the: door; . 


he knocked louder and lo:der every mo- 
ment: at laſt it was opened; and, ſuſpect- 
ing his wife of having ſome gallant hid in 


a corner, he took a ſtick, and beat her 
ſoundly ; afterwards, his jealouſy in- 


ducing him to ſearch all the houſe, he vi- 
ſited every hole with the greateſt care, 


but never thought of looking behind the 


brandy-tubs, though he went into the 
cellar. At laſt, my lord, (continued 
Ben-Eridoun) the hump-backed churl 


having made no diſcovery, grew a little - 


calm; he locked all the doors, taking «he 


keys, according to his cuſtom ; went to 


bed with Nohoud; and did not go ont all 


next day till toward-the evening prayer, 
telling his wife he ſhould ſup with a friend. 
His back was hardly turned, when No- 


houd ran immediately to the cellar. But 


ſhe was in the utmoſt ſurprize at finding 
Ibad and Syahouk without the leaſt fign 
of life. Her perplexity increaſed when 


ſhe conſidered ſhe had no way of getting 


rid of the two bodies; but, taking her 
reſolution at once, the ſhut up the ſhop, 


ran to look towards the bridge of Bagdad 
for a fooliſh porter of Sivri-hiflar®, and, 


having told him that a little hump-backed 


man who came to her houſe to buy ſome 


knives having died there ſuddenly, ſhe 
feared ſhe ſhould be brought into trouble 
about it, ſhe proffered him four ſequins 
of gold, if he would put him into a ſack, 


and throw him into the Tigris. The 
porter accepted her offer ; and Nohoud, 

having taken him home with her, gave 
him two ſequins by way of earneſt, treat- 


ed him with drink till it was night, put 


only one of the crumps into his ſack, 


helped him up with it, and promiſed to 
give him the other two ſequins hen ſhe 


was ſure he had performed his commiſ- 


ſion. 4 
The porter, with the crump upon his 
ſhoulders, being come to the bridge of 


1 Siuri-hiſſar is a town of Natolia, the inhabitants of which are famous for their fim- 
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took her into his arms. After 


of the Tigris, opened hi 


Bagdad, opened his ſack, ſhot his load 
into the river, aud, running back to No- 
houd—“ Tis done, taid he, laughing; 
©, your man is fiſh- meat by this time. 
© Give me the two ſequins you promiſed 
„ me.“ Nohoud then went behind her 
counter, under pretence of fetching him 
the money; but ſtarting back with a 
lond cry, the pretended to fall into a 
fwoon. The porter, ſtrangely ſurprized, 

8 
fetched her to herſelf, he enquired the 
cauſe of her fright. © Ahl' faid the 
cunning huſſey, acting her part to a mi- 


racle, go in there, and you will ſoon 


© know the cauſe. The porter went in, 
and was ſtruck as mute as a fiſh when, by 
the glimmering of a lamp, he perceived 
the ſame body which he thought he had 
thrown into the Tigris. The more nar- 
Towly he viewed it, the greater was his 
ſurprize. I am ſure, ſaid he to No- 
houd, I did throw that plaguy crooked 
© raſcal over the bridge: how then could 
he come hither? There muſt be witch- 
craft in it. However, continued he, 
© Jet us try if he will get out again.” 


Then having put the ſecond crump into 


the fame ſack, he carried him to the 


fack, and 


bridge; and chufing out er, part 


threw in poor Syahouk. 
9 merrily to Nohoud, not doubt- 
ing that his burden was gone to the bot- 
tom; when, turning the corner of a ſtreet, 
he ſaw coming towards him a man with 
a lanthorn in his hand. He was ready 
to drop down dead with fear at the ſight 
of Babekan, who was going home a lit- 
tle overtaken with wine. He doyged 
him, however, a little while; and finding 


tliat he took the ready way to the houſe. 


from which he had fetched the two 
crumps, he ſeized him furiouſly by the 


collar. Ah, rogue!” cried he, © you 


think to make a fool of me all night, 


% de you? You have ſerved me this 


trick twice already; but if you eſcape 
© thethird time, Iwill be hanged.* Then, 


is ſhoulders; and, forcing him into 
it in ſpite of his teeth, tied the mouth of 


it with a ſtrong * 0 and running direct 
un 


ly to the bridge, flung in poor Babekan 
fack and all. Hie walked a pretty while 
thereabouts, for fear the crump ſhould 


get out again to cheat him of his reward; 
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was again . 


jaws a luſty fellow, he threw his ſack. 
over 
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but hearing no noiſe, returned to the cut- 


| lereſs to demand the other two ſequins 
which the had promiſed him. Do not 


©. fear his coming any more, ſaid he, 
the moment he ſet his foot into the houſe. 
© The wag had a mind to make me his 


© ſport for ever, I think. He only pre- 
tended to be dead that he might maxe 


me trot my legs off. But I have done 
his buſineſs for him now ſo thoroughly, 
that he will never come to your Rouſe 
any more, I will engage for him.” 
Nohoud, ſurprized at this diſcourſe, 
defired him to tell her what he meant b 
it. Why, replied he, © I had again 
* thrown this damned crump into the 
Tigris, when, as I was returning to 
you for my money, I met him again 
about five or ſix ſtreets off, with a lan- 
thorn in his haud, ſinging and roaring 
under pretence of being drunk. I was 
ſo horridly enraged with him, that, 
laying hold of him, I forced him into 
my ſack in ſpite of all his reſiſtance, 
tied it with a cord, and fo threw him 
into the Tigris; from whence believe 
he can never return, unleſs he be the 
Daggial“ himſelf.” : ad 
Babekan's wife was in an unparalleled 
ſurprize at this news. Ah, ſirrahſ ſaid 
the, what have you done? You have 
now drowned my huſband. And have 
you the impudence to think I will re- 
ward you for this murder? No, no; 


o 
5 
* 


* 
6 
* 
© I will revenge his death, and go this 
* 
* 


moment to make my complaint to the 
Sa 125 8 
The porter gave very little heed to all 
her threats; he thought ſhe did this only 
to avoid paying him the money ſhe had 
promiſed him. © Without jeſting, ſaid 
he, give me the two ſequins I have fo 
l larfully earned: you have made a fool 
of me long enough already. I muſt 
© be gone home. Nohoud refuſing to 
pay bim— I ſwear by my head, re- 
plied ne, in a violent rage, if you do 
© not give me the two ſequins this mo- 
© ment, I will fend you to keep com- 
© pany with that crooked monſter I have 
© thrown into the river! Now, added he, 
© diſpute my payment if you dare. I 
© am not ſuch a fool as you take me for: 
© I will have my money preſently, or I 
© will make the houſe too hot to hold 
© you.” The more the porter inſiſted 


upon his money, the morenoife Nohoud 
L The Daggial is the Antichriſt of the Mahometans 5 


made. 
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made. He grew weary of fo much re- 
ſiſtance; 17 4 taking her by the hair, 
be pulled her into the ber, d was re 
going to throw her into the 4, nor when 
the neighbours ran to her aſſiſtance. 
Thhe porter upon this took to his heels, 
very much in dudgeon at having, as he 
chought, been ſo 7 put upon; and 
was going towards the 
home, when he met three men, each wit 
a load upon his ſhoulder, as far as he 
could diſcern in the dark. He that went 
firſt took him by the arm. Where 


© are you going at this time of night?“ 


ſaid he. What is that to you!”. ſaid 
the porter very ſnapyiſhly: I am going 
© where I pleaſe. '—* You are greatly 
© deceived,” anſwered the ſtranger; * for 
* you ſhall go where I pleaſe. Take 
s this bundle off my head, and walk be- 

* fore nie. | | ner the 

The porter, ſurprized at the command, 
would have reſiſted; but that man, hav- 
ing ſhook at him a ſabre four fingers 
broad, and threatened to cut off his head 
if he did not obey that moment, he was 


forced to take up the load, and go in 


company with the other two; whereof 
one ſeemed. a ſlave, and the other a fiſh- 
erman. They had not walked ten ſtreets, 


when they came to a little door, which 


was preſently opened by an old woman. 
They paſſed through a long paſſage, ve- 
dark, and arrived at laſt in a magni- 
cent hall. But what was the porter's 

_ amazement, when, by the light of above 
forty tapers with which it was illumi- 
rated, he faw the crooked brothers he 
had thrown into the Tigris; two of whom 
were upon the ſhoulders of the ſlave and 


the fiſherman, and the third upon his 


own head; he was ſeized with ſuch ter- 
ror, that he began to ſhake all over his 
body. He'was more thoroughly con- 
vinced than ever, that ſo extraordinary a 
thing could be imputed to nothing but 
conjuration; but, recovering a little from 
his fright—* The devil take this curſed 

© crump- hacked, one-eyed, fon of a 
© whore!” cried he, in a very comical 
tone; * I believe I ſhall do nothing all 
© night but throw him into the river, 
and not get rid of him at laſt. The 
raſcal was fo malicious to come hack 

again twice to hinder me from having 

the ſequins the cutler-woman'promiſed 
me; and here I find him again, with 
two others beſides, not a farthing bet- 
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and was really 


ridge in his way 


ter than himſelf.—But, Sir, continued 


he, addrefling himſelf to him that ſeemed | 
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© ſeech you, that ſabre of yours but for 
a moment; I will only cut off their 
© heads, and then go throw them all 
three into the Tigris, to ſee if they will 
© follow me again. I am fo horridly 
unlucky to- day, that Tam fure the devil 
vill carry them back either to the cut- 
© ler's houſe or mine, do what I Will. 
The porter having finiſhed this ſpeech | 
of his, the caliph Watik-billah, for it 
was he himſelf, my lord, that, by the 
example of HarounArreſchid, his grand- 
father, walked out very often in the 
night-time in the ſtreets of Bagdad, to 
ſee what paſſed, and to be. capable of 


making a judgment himfelf how the 


2 5 liked his government; this caliph, 
' fay, who was diſguiſed like a mer- 


chant, was in the utmoſt ſurprize at theſe 
words of the porter, 


He had been out 
that night with His prime vizir; and, 
having met a fiſherman, he aſked him 
whither he went. *I am going, anſwered 
he, to draw up my nets, which I have 
© left ever. fince yeſterday morning in 
© the Tigris. '— And what will you do 
© with the fiſh you catch?” rephed the ca- 
liph. To-morrow,” faitl he, I will go 
ſell it in the market of Bagdad, to EP 


© to maintain my wife and three chil- 


© dren, '— Will you bargam with me 
for your whole draught?” replied Wa- 
tik-billah. © With all my heart,” an- 
ſwered the fiſherman. © Well,” ſaid the 
caliph, there are ten ſequins of gold for 
© it; will that ſatisfy you ?* The fiſher- 


man was ſo amazed at ſuch a piece of ge- 


neroſity, that he almoſt imagined he was 


in a dream; but, putting the ſequins in 


his pocket—* My lord, replied he, tranſ- 


ported, if I were to have as much for 
every draught, I ſhould ſoon be richer 


© and more powerfvl than the ſovereign 
© Commander of the Faithful. 

The caliph ſmiled at this compariſon. 
He went to the ſhore of the Tigris; en- 
tered into the fiſherman's hoat; and, 
with his vizir, having helped hum to draw 


up his nets, he was very much amazed 


at finding in them the two little crumps 
of Damaſcus, and a ſack, in which was 
the third. | | 

An adventureſo ſurprizing ſtruck him 
with admiration. * Lince this draught 
© belongs to me, ſaid he to the fiſner- 
man, who was as much ſurprized as 
himſelf, © T am reſolved to carry ithome 
* with me; but you mult lend us a hand,” 
That man had — too great _ 
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leaſt ſcruple of obeying him; che vi- 
zir and he took the one Ibad, and the 
other Syhahouk, by the feet, and threw 


them on their ſhoulders; and the caliph | 


himſelf having ihouldered the ſack in 


which was Babekan, they turned back to 


go to the palace; when they met the por- 


ter, who had but a few moments before 


.thrown the three brothers into the Ti- 


8 ris. 1 


* As Watik-billah was dropping wet 


with the water that ran out of the ſack, 


he ſtopped the porter; and, having forced 


him to eaſe him of his burden, he con- 


. ducted him to a houſe which adioined to 
his palace. There it was, my lord, that 


the porter of Bagdad, having by the 
words he ſpoke relating to the three 
crumps excited the catph's curioſity, he 


deſired him to explain himſelf more clear- 


ly upon ſo vhimſical an adventure. 


Sir, ' replied the porter, this ex- 
© planation you require is not fo eaſily 


'© made as you imagine. The more I 
© think of it, the leſs I underitand it: 
© however, you ſhall have it juſt as I 
think it happened to me.“ 

Do you know, Sir, ſaid the porter, the 


8 © cutler's wife that lives at the end of the 
© ſtreet of the jewellers? No, replied 


the caliph. * You are no great loſer by 


the bargain, anſwered the porter. She 


is the miſchievouſeſt jade in all Bagdad. 


I would willingly give the two ſequins 


ſtans at her foul chaps, for the trick 
the witch put upon me this night; 
though T am but poor, I ſhould ſleep 


then — But ſtay, ſince you do not 


fore your eyes a great withergd old wa- 


neat's tongue; with a little forehead, 
and eyes fo far ſunk into her head, 
that it is impoſſible to ſee ſhe has _ 
without a' teleſcope. Her noſe has ſo 
great a kindneſs = 

are always kiſſing ene another; and 
her mouth, which exhales a charming 
odour, like that of brimſtdne, is fo wide, 
that it is not unlike a crocothle's. Muſt 
not all this form a compleat beauty?” 
— Without doubt, ſaid the caliph ; 


who, thongh impatient to hear the "_ 


of the three crumps, almoſt died wit 
laughing at the porter's comical deſcrip- 
tion. You are ſo excellent a painter, 


- 


Lam maſter of to have but five or ſix 


the better for it. This cytler woman 


know her, I will draw you her pic- ' 
ture. Imagine, Sir, that you have be- 


man, with a ſkin as black as a dried 


r her chin, that they 
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of the caliph's liberality to make the 


that I fancy I ſee this cutler-woman, 
and would lay a wager I could find her 
out amongſt a thouland.'—* Well, 
then,” ſaid the-porter, * fince you know 
her now as well as if you had ſeen her, 
imagine that you fee this lovely crea- 
ture, covered with a great veil that 


hides all her perfections, come to chuſe 


c 

c 

o 

c 

6 

« 

* 

6 

© me towards night at the foot of the 
© bridge from amongſt five or ſix of my 
© comrades, and promiſe me in my ear 
* four ſequins if I would follow her, 
The deſire of gain entices me; I fly to- 
© wards her houſe; go in with her; ſhe 
© throws off her veil; J am frighted at 
* the ſight almoſt out of my wits; ſhe 
certainly perceives it; and, to encou- 
© rage me, pops into my hand a great 
© flaggon of wine. I own, Sir, it was 
* lo-excellent, that, without enquiring 
© what country it came from, I emptied 
* the flaggon. Vet I could not help 
* trembling all the while I drank it; 1 
© was afraid ſhe had a mind to make me 
© drunk, that ſhe might afterwards de- 
© bauch me, and get me to ſpend the 
© night with her. And it was not with- 
out grounds that I feared this; for ſhe 
* careſſed me enough to make me be- 
© heveit. After the wine, ſhe brought 
© mea great bottle of date-brandy ; ſhe 
© amorouſly pours me out a large glaſs- 


ful, which I tipped off without any 
more ado; then the propoſed to me 


© But ſtay, ſtay; I think 1 drank two 
5 8 of brandy, upon further conſi- 
deration.— Drink fix if you will,” 
anſwered the caliph, * ſo you do but 
© make an end = your ſtory.— Hold 
© you me there, Sir, cried the porter; 
© one cannot ſwallow down brandy at 
© that rate, neither; *twill fly into the 
© head; I am half drunk with thoſe two 
© only; and you would have me here, af- 
© ter all that wine, tope down a bottle of 
© brandy to boot. No, no, Sir; I will 
© do no ſuch thing though the ſovereign 
© Commander of the Faithful himſelf 


© ſhould beg me upon his knees to do it. 


But let us return to our ſheep.” So 


c 
then it was that the cutler-woman, 
6 


ſeeing me grow a little merry, as one 
© may ſay, gave me to underſtand, that a 
© little crooked man, who came to her 
© houſe to buy ſome cutler's ware, had 
© died ſuddenly in her ſhop; and that 
« fearing ſhe ſhould be accuſed of having, 
© killed him, ſhe would give the four ſe- 
© quins ſhe had promiſed me if I would 
© throw him into the Tigris. I had not 
| _ © drank 
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fd rank ſo much neither, but that I was 
reſolved to make ſure of the caſh. I 

demanded two of the ſequins in ear- 

neſt; ſhe gave them me. I puts little 
© Cramp into my fack, does as I was 
© hid, and comes back to take the reſt 
of my money; when ſhe ſhews me 
again the very ſame man. I leave you 
to imagine, Sir, how much I was 
ſurprized. I put him once more into 
my fack, carried him again to the 
bridge, and, chuſing the moſt rapid 
part of the ſtream, toſſed him in; and 


I was returning to the cutler's, when 


o 

* 

6 

o 

* 

o 

0 

* 

0 

c 

: 

4 

- 

© I again met the crooked toad with a 

© Janthorn in his hand, and making as 

© if he was drunk. I grew weary of fo 

© much jeſting, took hold of him rough- 

© ly, and puſhing him into my ſack in 

© ſpite of his teeth, tied up the mouth of 

it, and flung him a third time into the 
© Tigris, with my ſack and all, ima- 

_ © gining that would keep him from get- 

© ing out again. I went back to the 

© cutler-woman, and told her how I met 

4 

£ 

= 

5 

7 

6 
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* 

o 

. 

c 

6 
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the crump alive, and in what gaanner 


I got rid of him; but, inſtead df Pay- | 
e 


ing me the two ſequins I expected, 
pretended to tear her hair in grief, and 
threatened to carry me before the cady 
for having drowned her huſband. I 
never minded her tears; but ſwore I 
would have my money. 
bloody noiſe'about it. The neighbours 
ran in at her cries; I took to my heels, 
I was going home, grumbling in the 


zzard very much; when you, Sir, 


forced me to take up this ſack upon 


my head, and bring it hither. _ 

© Now, Sir,* continued the porter, 
© you may eaſily gueſs the cauſe of my 
* fright, when, at my arrival here, I 
found myſelf laden with the fame man 
that I had three times flung into the 
Tigris; and beheld alſo two others ſo 
© like him, that it is impoſſible to diſ- 
© tinguiſh between them but by their 
E | 

Though the caliph could not fee into 
the bottom of this adventure, he took 
abundance of pleaſure in hearing the 


porter's ſtory. Then, having viewed the... 


three brothers a little more narrowly, he 
thought he perceived in them ſome ſigns 
of life, and ſent immediately for a phy- 
fician, He came ſoon afterwards ; and, 
finding that Tbad and Syahouk threw up 
with the water they had ſwallowed a 
great deal of brandy, he did not doubt, 
as indeed it was true, but that their 


: — 


I made a. 
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drunkenneſs was the occaſion of their 
being thought dead. As for Babekan, 
nothing but want of air had almoſt ſuf- 
focated him; but as ſoon as his head was 
out of the ſack, he recovered by degrees; 
ſo that in half an hour's time his bro- 
thers and he were entirely out of dan- 
er. | 
5 Never was any body ſo amazed as 
Babekan was at the ſight of his brothers, 
who were laid upon ſophas. He almoſt 
cracked his eye- ſtrings with ſtaring at 
them, and could not poſſibly conceive 
how he came into that ſtrange place with 
them. He ſuffered himſelf to be un- 
dreſſed without uttering a ſingle word, 
while the ſame was done to Ibad and 
Syahouk, ' | 
The caliph, having cauſed the three 


crumps to be carried into different cham- 


bers, had them put to bed, and locked 
up. Then he ſent away the fiſnerman; 
and having ordered the vizir to keep the 
porter, and to uſe him with great Kind- 
neſs, he prepared to divert himſelf at the 
expence of the crooked brothers, and the 

cutler- woman, whom he arreſted next 


morning by break of day. 


To heighten his diverſion, the caliph 
cauſed to be made that night two ſuits 
of cloaths exactly like that which Babe- 
kan wore when he was thrown into the 
Tigris. He ordered them to he put upon 
Ibad and Syahouk, whoſe drunken fit 
was quite over; and, being all dreſſed 
exactly alike, he placed them behind 
three different pieces of hanging in a 
magnificent hall of the palace, and gave 
orders that they ſhould be difcovered 
upon his making a certain ſign. 

The vizir, who, with the porter and. 
ſeveral guards, had been early in the morn- 
ing to arreſt the cutler's wife, brought 


her into the hall, where the caliph was 


already placed upon his throne. He ex- 
amined her with relation to what paſſed 
between her and the porter. She told 
him all that had happened, without con- 
cealing a tittle of the truth, and ſeemed 
very much concerned at the loſs of her 
huſband. *© But, ſaid the caliph, is 
© not this a made ſtory that you tell me? 
© How is it poſſible theſe three crooked 
© brothers ſho11d be ſo exactly alike, that 
© theporter ſho:2ld be deceived by them? 
—* Ah, my lord!” replied Nohoud, he 
vas half drunk when I employed him 
© and, beſides, my huſband and his bro» 
© 'thers reſemble one another ſo perfectly, 
that, if they were drefled in the ſame 
EP G 2 « cloaths, 
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of his name. 


© be able to diſtinguiſh one from the 


* © other.'*—* That would be. pleaſant 


indeed, ſaid the caliph, clapping his 
hands; I ſhould be glad to be a ſpec- 


& xator of ſuch an interview. 


This was the ſignal Watik-billah. was 
to give for the crumps to appear. The 


pieces of hanging were immediately 


pulled up, and the cutlereſs was ready to 
de with fear at the fight. © O Heaven!“ 
cried the, © what a prodigy is this? Do 
© the dead come again io life ?—lIs this an 
illuſion, my lord; and are my eyes 
faithful teſtimonies of what I ſee? 


one of theſe three is your huſband, and 
the other two are bi brothers: you 
muſt chuſe out your own from among 
them; view them well. But I forbid 


make the leaſt ſign. 
Nohoud, in the utmoſt perplexity, ex- 


. amined them one after another. She could 


not diſtmguiſh her huſband; and the ca- 
liph, who was as much at a loſs to know 
them as ſhe, ordering him of the three 
that was Babekan to come and embrace 
bis wife, was very much ſurprized to ſee 
the three crumps all at once throw their 


arms round her neck, and each of them 


affirm himſelf to be her huſband, 
Ibad and Syahouk were not 1gnorant 
that they were in the preſence of the ſo- 


vereign Commander of the Faithful; 
' but whatever reſpe& they owed lum, they. 


thought they could not be revenged of 


Babekan better than by trying to paſs. 


for him: and this latter got nothing by 
his rage and paſſion ; for his two bro- 
thers obitinately perſiſted in robbing him 

Thecalipk could not help laughing at 
this comical conteſt of the three crumps; 
but having at length re- aſſumed his gra- 
vity—< There would be no ſuch diſpute 
© among you, ſaid he, which ſhould 
© be Babekan, if you knew that I want 
© to diſtinguiſh him only to give him a 
© thouſand baſtinadoes A his cruelty to 


his brothers, and for his forbidding his 
© wifeto entertain them in his abſence.” 


Watik-billah, my lord, (continued the 
ſon of Abubeker) pronounced theſe words 


in io ſevere a tone, that Ibad and Sya- 


houk thought it high time to give over 
the jeſt. © If it be ſo, my lord, ſaid each 


of them ſeparately, ve are no longer 


* what we pretended to be with a deſign 


to punith our brother for his ill uſage 
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You fee right,“ replied Watik-billah z 


them, upon pain of death, to ſpeak or 
| | 
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« cloaths, I hardly think I myſelf could 


of us. If there are any blows to be 
received, let him receive them, for they 
are no more than he deſerves. As for 
us, my lord, we implore your gene- 
rolity ; and we are in hopes that your 
auguſt majeſty, who never ſuffers any 
to depart unſatisfied, will have the 
goodneſs to alleviate our miſery and 
want.” | : | 


'The caliph then threw his eyes upon 


Babekan, whom he faw in the greateſt 


confuſion. Well,* ſaid he to him, 


© what haſt thou to lay for thyſelf ?'— . 


* Potent king, replied Bahekan, with 
his face proſtrated to the earth, © what- 
© ever puniſhment I am to look for from 
your juſtice, I am nevertheleſs the huſ- 
band of this woman. My crime is {till 
the, greater, in that being the only 
cauſe of the baniſhment of my brothers 
from the city of Damaſcus, 2 a mur- 
der of which our reſemblance hindered 
me from being known the author, I 
ought to have let them participate in 
my good fortune, as they had ſhared 
in my bad. But if a ſincere repentance 
can obtain my pardon, I offer, from 
the bottom of my heart, to give them 
equal parts of all the money I have by 
© my labour gained ſince my arrival 


here at Bagdad; and I hope your ma- 


« jelty will pardon my ingratitude, upon 
© account of the ſorrow it gives me to 
© have committed it.” 

The caliph, who never intended to in-. 
fli&t any puniſhment upon Babekan, was 
very well pleaſed to ſee him in this dif- 


poſition z he therefore pardoned. him: 


and being willing that Ibad and Sya- 
houk, for the pleaſure they had given 
him, ſhould feel the effects of his libe- 
rality, he cauſed it to be publiſhed all over 
Bagdad, that if there were any women 
who would marry the two crump bro- 
thers, he would give them each two thou- 
ſand pieces of gold, There were above 
twenty that were ready to embrace ſo 
conſiderable a fortune ; but Ibad and 
Syahouk having choſen out of that num - 
ber thoſe that they thought would fit them 
beſt, received of the caliph twenty thou 


ſand ſequins more, with which they traded 


in fellowſhip with Babekan. And theſe 
three brothers ſpent the reſt of their days 
in abundance of tranquility, under the 
protection of the ſovereign Commander 
of the Faithful; who was ſo liberal to 
the porter, that he lived at his caſe erer 
after, without having any occaſion for 
continuing his trade. | 2 1 

| When 


— 
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When En had finiſhed the 


adventures of the three Crumps of Da- 
maſcus— I ſwearby Aly*,' iaid Schems- 
Eddin to him, © that if, I have been ſen- 
: ſible of any pleaſure ſince the loſs of 
my dear Zebd-El-caton, it has been 
© thatof hearing thee. Nothing, I think, 
can be more comical than the unravel- 
< ling of this ſtory! You had good rea- 
« ſon to promiſe me ſomething wonder- 


ful; it is full of it throughout: and as 


I cannot reward too munificently- 
Ah, my lord!” replied Ben-Eridoun, 
without giving the king time to make an 
end of what he was going to ſay, it. is 
not intereſt that I am actuated by. Re- 
' © wards too great would only ſtir up more 
© and more the hatred of the phyſicians 
© of this city againſt my father, and me 
your faithful ſlave. I have felt the 
effects of it too much already ſince his 
departure; and my being ſtill alive is 
© owing to nothing but the happineſs I 
© have had to pleaſe your majeſty.— 
What doſt thou mean?” replied Schems- 
Eddin, ſurprized at this diſcourſe. |. Is 
© there any body in Aſtracan fo bold as 
to try to do thee miſchief? — * My 
© lord,* returned the vizir Mutamhid, 
* Ben-Eridoun ought, I think, to have 
© beenentirely ſatisfied with the conduct 
© I have uſed towards him. One of 
your phyſicians informed me that he 
made a mockery of the perplexity Cu- 
berghe and I were in to find you new 
entertainment every day; and aſſured 
me he boaſted that he himſelf could be 
able to do it, if he pleaſed, till his fa- 
ther's return. This, at firſt, put me 
in a terrible paſſion againſt Ben-Eri- 
doun : I tried to frighten him with the 
puniſhment his raſhneſs deſerved ; but 
I found him to unmoved at all my me- 
naces, and fo docible to execute what 
afterwards I perceived the phyſician 
accuſed him of falſely, that I have done 
him all the juſtice which is due to his 
merit, and ever ſince have looked upon 
© him as my own ſon.” | 

lt is true, my lord, anſwered the fon. 
of Abubeker, addreſſing himſelf to the 
King of Aſtracan, I am far from hav- 
© ing any cauſe to complain of Mutam- 
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hid; I have received all the kindneſs 


© imaginable from him: but, in the mean 
* while, I am narrowly guarded; and 


Or jentals. 
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| * the perfidious phyſician who ſought my 


* deſtruction walks at liberty. 

© That is by no means juſt,” inter- 
rupted Schems-Eddin : © he ſhail be ſhut 
up in a dark priſon till Abubeker's re- 
turn; and, to put thee out of all dan- 
ger from the malice of the other phy- 
ſicians, I make you vizir, and ſet you 
upon an equality with Mutamhid and 
Cuberghe, upon condition you have no 
reſentment againſt the former. His in- 
tentions were good; and I know him 
too merciful to have ever puniſhed thee 
with death, though I had not been {a- 
tisfied with the. 
Ben-Eridoun, confounded at the good- 
neſs of his king, threw himſelf at his feet. 


He at firſt refuſed the honour which was 


beitowed upon him; but was obliged to 
obey. * My lord,” faid he, fince your 
majeſty forces me to accept a dignity 
I find myſelf incapable of, I ſubmit to 


your ſupreme will; and do, for a be- 


* N 


nal and inviolable friendſhip. But as 


token of a noble foul, I beſeech you to 
pardon, at my requeſt, the phyſician 


only know that I had it in my power to 


no, replied Schems-Eddin ; in this 
I will be obeyed: he ſhall never fee the 
light again till Abubeker returns fiom 
Serendib; and he ſhall now wiſh for 
that return as much as before he feared 
it. But till then, my dear Ben Eri 
doun, ' continued that prince, * do not 
abandon me to the cruel a{llitions 
wherein I am involved; but contri- 
| bute, by the charms of thy converſa- 
tion, to diſpel the gloomy melan holy 
into which tae fad remembrance of my 
© Jofſes inceffantly plunges me.'—* My 


© lord,” replied Ben-Eridoun, proftrat- 


ing himſelf on the ground, * fince your 
majeſty has been pleaſed to condeſcend 
ſo far as to hear with ſome compla- 
cency the humbleſt of your ſlaves, I 
{wear I will never leave you fo long as 
I have the happineſs to pieaſe you: 


A 


voted to your ſervice.—“ Continue,” 
then, ſaid Schems-Eddin, © to give 


Aly was the ſon-in-law of Mahomet. This oath is very much uſed among the 
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ginning, aſſure Mutamhid of an eter- 
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the oblivion of iniuries is the ſureſt 
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that contrived againſt me: let him 


puniſh his treachery, and would not 
make uſe of the opportunity.”— No, 


all the moments of my life {hall be de- 


me marks of your aſfection, in telling” 
me ſome new ſtory that may afford me 
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© as much diverſion as theſe I have al- 
© ready heard. 8 | 

© I know one, my lord,“ anſwered 
Ben-Erdoun, that is very particular: 
© but I have already heſitated more than 
once to tell it you; I was afraid of re- 
viving in your mind the image of your 


in the beginning to the fatal accidents 
which you have felt. It is true, the 
ſequel is very different, and will ſoon 
make you forget the melancholy part 
of it. But I dare not tell it, without 
© your majeſty's expreſs command.” 

- Schems-Eddin ſtudied ſome moments; 
and then My misfortunes," ſaid he, 


© are always ſo preſent to my mind, that 


© your relation cannot. poſſibly make 
© them more ſo : therefore, my dear Ben- 
© Eridoun, you may ſafely begin your 
< {tcry.. Let the nature of it be what it 
* will, I will hear you with attention.” 
Ben-Eridoun obeyed fo poſitive a com- 
mand, and fpoke in theſe terms to the 


King of Aſtracan. 


THE HISTORY OF OUTZIM-OCHAN=- 


TEX, PRINCE OF CHINA. 


TOANFUR*, Emperor of China, had 

eſpouſed Katife, one of the mot 
charming princeſſes - upon earth: no- 
thing in nature was ever more compleat 
and the moment one caſt his eyes upon 
the globe of her face, he loſt the idea of 
all the beauties he had ever ſeen before, 
to think of nothing but the perfections 


of that princeſs, whoſe qualities of the 


mind were ſuperior even to thoſe of the 
body. Such women ought to, be im- 
mortal. But, my lord, the incomparable 
Katife ſeemed to appear in China only to 
leave in that kingdom an eternal regret 
for the loſs of her. She died in the firſt 
year of her marriage, bringing into the 
world a prince who was called Outzim- 
Ochantey. | 

Fanfur was ſo afflicted at the death of 
his ſpouſe, that he quitted the care of his' 
dominions, to give himſelf wholly up to 
He built in his palace a 


magnificent tomb, upon which was, in 


"white marble, the ſtatue of Katife; and 
never failed to go to it twice a day to 
_ waſh it with his tears. 4 


That prince had now lived almoſt five 


There was 4 prince named Fanfur that reigned in China in the year 1269. 
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misfortunes, by the conformity it bears 
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years in this manner; when his chief 


vizir, who was a man of en pro- 


_ bity, preſented himſelf before him: he 


proſtrated his face to the earth, and get- 
ting up—* My lord,” ſaid he, © may 
© your humble ſlave preſume to remon- 
ſtrate to you that your grief is of too 
long duration, and prejudices you in 
the minds of your people. Though the 
worth of Katife was inexpreſſibly great, 
yet they are aſhamed to ſee you for ſo 
tedious a ſpace of time ſhed tears, which 
would better become a woman than a 
kihg ſo potent as your majeſty. Ka. 
tife's beauty was really excellent; but 
are there no other women in the world 
that may be equalled to her? If you 
are ſenſible to any beauty but hers, 
at leaſt conſider that you are anſwer- 
able to your ſon for a throne which I 
ſee your ſubiefts almoſt ready to de- 
prive you of, if you continue to live in 
this retirement.” | 

Fanfur, ſurprized at the vizir's diſ- 
courſe, awaked as it were from a deep 
{leep; no leſs a reproof was neceſlary to 
fetch him from the lethargy he was in. 
© I am inconceivably obliged to you, 
© vizir,” ſaid he, * for the ſincerity with" 
© which you talk to me. The intereſt 
of my ſon recals me to life: I ſhould 
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be greatly to blame if my deſpair ſhould 


© bring him to miſery. Inform my ſub- 
© jects, therefore, that I will now appear 
to them, and live for the future/in a 
different manner from what I have 
6 _— fince the death of my dear Ka- 
c tifg.? | 8 

The vizir had no ſooner told this news, 
than the air reſounded with nothing but 
ſhouts of joy. Fanfur was very much 
beloved; and his ſubjects, though they 
were very well fatisfied with the vizir's 


adminiſtration, teſtified, by a thouſand 
feaſts and rejoicings, the pleaſure it gave 


them to ſee their prince himſelf rule over 
them. | 

As in all Fanfur's actions there ſti] 
remained an air of ſorrow, the vizir, to 
diſſipate it, brought him the moſt beauti- 
ful women in the world : their charms 
could not efface from his heart the image 
of the lovely Katife, whoſe memory was 
ſo dear to him. He looked upon them 
all with an inſenſihility which ſurprized 
the mandarins; and turning all his af- 
fections upon Outzim-Ochantey, he de- 


clared 


? 
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clared that, ſo long as he was alive, he 
would never have commerce with any 
n. 6 | | 
Weis only heir of the kingdom of 
China, my lord, had ſcarce attained his 
ſixteenth year, when he found in himſelf 
a violent inclination for 8 He 
one day aiked leave of Fanfur for that 
purpoſe; but that monar ch, very much 
lurprized at ſuch a requeſt, after having 
repceſented to him, with wonderful ten- 
derneſs, all the danger he would expoſe 
himſelf to, and the uneaſineſs it would 
be to him, conjured him to haue no far- 
ther tho ghts of that deſign. | 
Theſe remonitran es were fo far from 
r{:ading Outzim-O: hantey to dehit 
ak his purpoſe, that they did but m- 
flame his "3 An and he reiolved with 
the firſt opportunity to co without 


Fanfur's conſent or knowledge. He pro- 


' vided himſelf with a great number off 
| Jewels, as much gold as he thought he 
ſhould have occaſion for; and having 

engaged in his intereſts fix of his friends, 
they were the only perſons with whom he 
embarked in a little ſhip which one of 
them had ſecretly hought, | 

Of theſe perſons, one that had been 
his governor in vain diſſuaded him from 
his deſign; the prince threatened him 
with all his indignation if he ever opened 
his mouth about it to the king his father: 
and as Bakmas, which was his name, 
loved his pupil tenderly, rather than 
abandon him to the violence of the paſ- 
ſions which the heat of his youth was 
ſubject to, he reſolved to expoſe himſelf 
to the ſame dangers with him. 

The ſecond companion of the prince's 
travels was called Ahmedy : he was a 
mandarin of ſciences ; he poſſeſſed almoſt 
all the living languages; and no man 
in the world ever equalled him in elo- 

uence. | 

The third was the ſon of the prince's 
nurſe, and of a rich merchant. - 

The fourth excelled in muſick, and 
touched an. inſtrument with ſo maſterly 
a hand, that he raviſhed all the ſenſes. 

The fifth was a painter, equal to the 
celebrated Many: and the laſt was fo 
_ . ſwift of foot, that he could overtake the 
nimbleſt beaſt in the courſe. 

The winds being favourable, and the 
veſſel an admirable ſailer, the prince went 


almoſt eight hundred leagues in leſs than 


ten days. He arrived at a ſea- port; 
where, after having landed, he made a 


preſent of the ſhip and all the equipage 
IF 


to the pilot, with exact commands not to 
return to China in fix years. 


Bakmas and Ahmedy, finding that 
Outzim-Ochantey was very laviſh of his 
wealth in all the towns through which 
they paſſed, ſoon repreſented to him that, 


- 


ſin e he intended to travel as a private 
man, he ſhould not live at ſo expentive a 
rate; and that, if he managed with ſo 
little oxconomy as he had begun to do, 
his riches, be they ever ſo great, would 
be ſoon exhauſted. The prince gave 
very little heed to this advice: he was ſo 


profuie, that he was forced to have re- 
courle to his jewels; the value of which 
amounted to fo vaſt a ſum, that he 


thought it was impoſſible he ſhould ever 
want money. Yet, after having travelted 
about twelve thouſand leagues in diffe- 
rent countries, he, began, too late, to 
perceive that he had better have followed 


the prudent counſehof the mandarin and 


his governor. He then grew ſenſible of 
his fault with great aMiCction,-and found 
himſelf in the moſt melancholy condi- 
tion a prince could be in. To add to his 
un aſineſs, he had made his fix com- 

anions as miſerable as himſelf: but he 
bad the conſolation to ſeg that none of 
them upbraided him with his want of 
conduct; but, on the contrary, all of- 


fered to aſſiſt him in his neceſſities, by 


practiſing every one the art he was ma- 
ſter of. | „ 
And, indeed, they were no ſooner come 
to the next great town, but the runner, 
having heard that there was preſſing oc- 
caſion for a man that could diſpatch ſome 
very important affairs with expedition, 
offered Fo ſervice. He undertook. to 
3 in leſs than four and twenty 
ours, a journey of, above threeſcore 
leagues. His offer was accepted; and 
the prince and his companions were his 
ſureties. He was paid the money, the 
greatelt part of which he left with them; 
and having executed what he had pro- 


miſed, to the great content of thoſe who 


had employed him, the prince had the 
advantage of his diligence; and, living 
with great ceconomy, they came to ano- 
ther tawu, having now but four pieces of 


ſilver left them. 


The moment they were arrived there, 
the merchant's ſon, who was a perfect 
maſter of arithmetick, went to-a ous 


trader, and offered to balance all the ac- 


compts he had with his correſpondents 
in leſs than three. days. Though this 
{ſeemed almoſt impoſſible, the a =: 
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him about it, was wonderfully well fa- 
_ tisfied with him, and paid him liberally. 


This ſum maintained the prince and his 


train a fortnight; at the end of which 
they again found themſelves reduced to 
the ſame neceſſity. The muſician then 
took his lute, and fang with fo much 
melody and art, that the chief men of 
the city had him to their houfes. They 
rewarded him nobly for the pleaſure he 
gave them ; and with this money they 
lived for ſome weeks. The painter then 
perceiving that they were again falling 
into the {ame ſtraits, went to the king 
of the country where they then were: he 
offered to draw his picture; which he 
did with ſo much art, and fo exactly 
like, that the king, amazed at ſuch a 


novelty, looked upon him as ſomething . 
not conceive it was 


_ divine. He coul 
poſſible to draw lines fo juſt and fo na- 
tural, that nobody could miſs knowing 
him by the picture. He gave the painter 
a diamond of great value, and three 
thouſand ſequins beſides. All the great 
men of that court, after the example of 
their prince, were drawn by him lixe- 
wiſe: he ſucceeded perfectly well, and 


received ſuch conſiderable preſents, that 


he carried out of that city above ten 


thouſand pieces of gold. This was a 
great ſum, conſidering the condition the 
prince was in; but very little compared 
to the immenſe riches he had indifcreetly 
ſquandered away. 

They all put themſelves with this into 
better habits, were very ſaving of their 
money, and reſolved to return directly 
to China. They had now travelled above 
five hundred leagues in their way thither, 
and were almoſt come to Zoffala *, when 
they were ſarrounded by a band of al- 
moſt two hundred robbers. 

Though Outzim-Ochantey was ac- 
companied only by his fix comrades, the 
number did not frighten him; he reſolved 
to put himſelf into a poſture of defence. 
But Ahmedy having repreſented to him 
the raſhneſs of ſuch an enterprize, the 
prince laid down his arms. A man of 
a tolerable good mien, who ſeemed the 
captain of thoſe rogues, accoſted him 


with civility enough for a perſon of his 


trade: © We have no deſign upon your 


that he was ſtun 
being informed of the cauſe of it, he de- 
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© lives,* ſaid he; © ſince you do not reſiſt, 
« we will content ourſelves with what you 
© have: but, if a man of you had been 
© fo bold as to defend himſelf, you had 
© all been dead before this.” Outzim- 
Ochantey looked upon him with indig- 
nation. If you were but fifty to our 
© ſeven,* ſaid he, I ſhould nat fear you; 
© but there is no contending againſt 
numbers; you are the maſter 2. 
© fortune 

This bold anſwer pleaſed the captain 
of theſe thieves. I ſee thou haſt cou 
rage, ſays he; and I like thee for it; 
© upon that conſideration I will uſe thee 
© well.” Then having examined what 
the booty amounted to, he returned the 
5 a hundred ſequins of gold, and 

fty a- piece to each of his companions; 
gave them their horſes, and ſuffered them 
to continue their journey 

At length they arrived at Zoffala, 

where the Prince of China 1 dan- 


gerouſly ſick, they ſpent moſt of their 


money, and found themſelves reduced to 
their former want. | 
It was now Backmas's turn to employ 
lis talent to enable them to purſue their 
journey; but the city was inhabited only 
by merchants, whoſe heads ran upon no- 
thing but commerce, and who had very 
little notion of the politeneſs he had 
ſtudied at the court of China, and pre- 
tended to teach: it was to no purpoſe that 
he boaſted his nobility all over the city; 
he loſt his labour, and met with nobody 
chat ſo much as offered him a glaſs of 


water. He bit. his lips with indignation. 


Bakmas, my lord, (continued Ben- 


Eridoun) was returning home, and in the 


deepeſt affliction, at not having been able 
to do his prince the ſame ſervice as his 
companions had done, when he was met 
by a veuerable old man, whoſe foreign 
air ſufficiently ſhewed he was not of 
Zoffala ; he judged by Bakmas's looks 


with vexation; and 


fired him, with his company, to come 
and refreſh themſelves at his houſe. The 
Hor went thither with his train; and 

uring the repaſt, the good old man ſee- 
ing that Bakmas boaſted mightily of the 
prerogatives that an illuſtrious birth gives 


* Zoffala is a city in a kingdom of the ſame name, in the country of the Coffres in 
Africa. Several geographers are of opinion it is the Ophir where Sole mon ſent ſhips, and 


from whence he fetched ſo much gold and ivory. 


Two reaſons ſupport this opinion : firſt, 


becauſe there is no country that has ſo much gold, and ſo many elephants; and, ſecondly, . 


| becauſe it is the courle that his ſhips ſailed in the Red Ses. 
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2 man My friends, ſaid he to his 
guelts, the poor man-1s always de- 
« ſpiſed, let his quality be what it will. 
If your circumſtances are narrow, it 
s will be much the beſt way not to talk 
© too much of your nobility; if, on the 
© contrary, you are rich, were you de- 
ſcended from the dregs of the people, 
© you would be univerſally revered as the 
greateſt man upon earth. Having 
ſaid- this, he put twenty pieces of gold 
into Bakmas's hang; and, riſing from the 
table to go about his affairs, the prince 


and his companions took their leaves of 


highs = 

What melancholy reflections did this 
advice bring into the prince's thoughts ! 
He wept for very ſhame. * What!” ſaid 
he to himſelf, am J reduced by my own 
«© fault alone to ſubſiſt upon the talents of 
© my followers? Without their help, 
then, I ſhould be brought to the utmoſt 
poverty. Ahmedy ſeeing the prince 
overwhelmed with ſorrow, made ule of 


all his eloquence to comfort him: he 


even upbraided him with want of cou- 
rage in adverſity; and, being departed 


from Zoffala, they came in a few days 


to a ſmall but very pretty town. Ahme- 


dy was no ſooner entered into it, but he 


mage a proclamation that he 'would 
diſpnte for eight days ſucceſſively upon 
any ſubject whatſoever, againſt the moſt 
learned men there. At firſt people only 
laughed at his preſumption; but when 
they were come to the trial, he fo raviſhed 


the hearers, and ſhewed ſo univerſal a. 


knowledge, that he confounded all that 
diſputed againſt him. But in the end, 
his learning only provoked the envy of 
the men of letters: he gained by this diſ- 


pute nothing but a vain and fruitleſs . 


glory; and his adverſaries formed ſuch 
cabals againſt him, under pretence that 
his doctrine was contrary to the intereſts 
of the ſtare, tht he was forced to betake 
himſelf to flight to ſave his life; and if 
our ſeven travellers had not ſtill been 
maſters of a little caſh, they would have 
been very much at a loſs. | 
The learned Ahmedy was ina ſtrange 
confuſion : he declaimed a long time 
againſt the ingratitude and ignorance.of 
the age; but at laſt, after eleven days 
journey, they came to the gates of Zeb“*. 
The Prince of China, oppreſſed with 


the cruel thoughts his misfortunes gave 


* 


| 53 
him O Heaven!” cried he, every one 
© of you but Ahmedy has earned where- 
© withal to maintain us, and I alone have 


left my fortune unuied: no, no, it ſhall 
never be written in heaven, that I was 


© always a burden to you.“ Then having 
told them he would leave them for an 
hour only, he ordered them to come to 


him in the principal place of Zebz, and | 


reſolving to be obeyed, notwithſtanding 
all their oppoſition, he parted from them. 
After having traverſed great part of the 
city, he fat himſelf down upon a ſtone- 
ſeat which he found in his way, and was 
ruminating upon his misfortune, when a 
funeral with the greateſt magnificence 
paſſed by the ſtreet where he was. He 
was ſo buried in thought, that, not mind- 
ing what was doing, he had not the leaſt 
curioſity to enquire who it was for whom 
the inhabitants of Zeb ſhed ſo many 


tears; and when the hearſe came by, he 


did not riſe up lik all the relt of the ſpec- 

tators. CEE | 
Every body was ſo offended at this 

neglect, which they tmputed to contempt, . 


that they loaded the prince with a thou- 


ſand abuſes. He did not think fit to 
make any anſwer, conſidering with him- 
ſelf what injuries we are expoſed to by 
poverty: but his ſilence being likewiſe 
111 interpreted, one of the officers of the 
funeral ſtruck him rudely on the face 
with a wand which he carried in his 
hand. . | | 
Outzim-Ochantey was ſo tranſported 
with rage at this blow, that, drawing his 
{word, he parted the head of that inſolent 
officer from his ſhoulders. This bold 
action amazed all the ſpectators: they 
ran upon the prince; but he, defending 
himſelf like a furious lion, diſpatched 
thirty of them before they could ſeize 
him. But, oppreſſed with numbers, he 
was at laſt taken: they tied his hands, and 
were juſt carrying him to a ſhameful pri- - 


ſon, when his fix companions came 


luckily to the place where this bloody 
{cene had been acted. | 

They all in a moment drew their ſabres, 
and falling ſuddenly upon thoſe who had 
made themſelves maſters of Outzim- 
Ochantey, ſoon delivered him out of 
their hands. The prince then again took 
up his ſabre, and joining his defenders, 
they ſpread ſuch terror throughout the 
City, that the attendants quitted the fu- 


* Zeb is one of the chief provinces of Biledulgerid, near the Deſarts of Poarca in Africa, 


- Whoſe capital bears the ſame name. | 
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neral, and all fled away with the utmoſt 


ſpced. 4 
Ahmedy, upon enquiring of Outzim- 


Ochantey what was the occaſion of all. 


this diſturbance, was very much ſurprized 
to find that he did not know himſelf; 
but having learnt of him that drove the 
hearſe, that it aroſe upon his not having 
Paid the reſpect due to the corpſe of the 
King of Zeb, named Mezuan, who died 
without any heir, he reſolved to take ad- 


vantage of the general fear; and adviſing 


the prince and his comrades to ſheath 
their ſabres, he led them towards the 
place whither the people had betaken 
themſelves to flight. They arrived at an 
open part of the town, where the inha- 
bitants were aſſembled; and, walking with 
2 grave pace, he accoſted ſome of the 
prime men, who beheld them with a fort 
of reſpect mixed with terror. | 


Ahniedy then made a fign that he had 


ſomething of importance to communicate 
to them. There was preſently an uni- 


verſal ſilence; and that wiſe. Chineſe 
ſpoke to them in their own language with 


ſo much eloquence, that all the people 
who were about them did not at all grow 
weary of hearing him, and ſeemed to look 
upon him as a man inſpired. He ſoon 
improved this credulity; and, pretend- 
ing to have been forewarned by our great 

ophet of all that was to happen after 
2 death, and that to put an end 
to the differences that might ariſe among 
the chief men of the province about the 
election of a new king, he had received 
orders to bring them from the further- 


moſt parts. of the earth a young prince of 


unheard of bravery; he then commanded 
them in ſo abſolute a manner to receive 
Outzim-Ochantey for their king, that 


nobody durſt contradict him: he after- 
. wards gave them a raviſhing deſcription 
. of his wiſdom, and particularly of the 


valour he had ſhevn ſuch prodigicus 
tokens of, and concluded with promiſing 
them all manner of proſperity under his 
government. | 

This diſcourſe, pronounced with the 
air of a prophet; and heightened with all 


the charms of eloquence and graceful 


action, ſurprized even the leaſt credulous 
minds. The people gave a thouſand 
ſhonts of oy. Let this young hero, ſent 
* us d Mahomet, reign over us and our 
5 naſterity,” cried they; and let the man 
: ppoſes his elevation be loolted 

an enemy to the great prophet,” 
nac pretenders to the kingdom 


themſelves had undertaken to cabal 
againſt the Prince of China, they could 
not have convinced the people, or remov- 
ed the prejudice they were in: but on the 
contrary, they themſelves giving credit 
to the Mandarin's words, with one voice 
proclaimed Outzim-Ochantey King of 
Zeb; and he was in, mediately carried 
about the city, which owned him for thcir 
ſovereign. - 5 
That prince was in a ſurprize not to be 
expreſſed. He took this adventure for 
one of thoſe agreeable dreams which a 
man is unwilling to come out of; but, 


finding it real, he received with gravity 


the honours that were done him, ordered 
Mezuan's funeral to be continued, aſ- 
ſiſted at it himſelf with his companions, 
and having taken out of the publick trea- 
ſur7 a hundred thouſand ſequins of gold, 
he diſtributed it among the people. | 

That there might be nobody diſcon- 
tented in the whole city of Zeb, the new 
king, after having cauſed the bodies of 
thoſe whom he and his followers had de- 
prived of life to be buried, commanded a 


| magnificent tomb to be raifed in their 


honour, and made Ahmedy affirm that 
they all ſhould enjoy the reward ſet apart 
for good Muſſulmen. And, to comfert 
their families by ſomething more ſub- 
ſtantial than words, he gave their wi- 
dows, and each of their children, ten 
thouſand ſequins of gold. 
Ahmedy and Bakmas hardly ever 
quitted the prince ; who regulated his 
conduct entirely by their prudent coun- 
ſels. He hberally rewarded the other 
companions of his travels; and was near 
five years upon the throne, adored by all 


his ſubjects. But the love of his own 


country working upon him, and inceſ- 
ſantly calling to mind the grief his ab- 
ſence muſt be to the king his father, he 
reſolved to return to China. For this 
purpoſe he aſſembled the prime men of 


. the kingdom; and having made them 


acquainted with his intentions, he beg- 
ged them to chuſe two from among them - 
elves to govern the ſtate with Ahmedy 
and Bakmas, until they heard from him; 
and deſired them, in caſe they ſhould re- 
ceive no news from him in three years, 
to go immediately upon electing a new 
king. pol 
1 ſhall paſs over in ſilence, my lord, 
(continued Ben-Eridoun) the arguments 
thet were uſed to diffuade the prince from 
going, and the regret his ſubjects ſhewed 
to part with him. Whatever ſorrow he 
| perceived 


N 
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perceived in their countenances, and 
whatever uneaſineſs he himſelf felt at 
leaving them, he remained firm in the 
Aame ſentiments, embraced his ſix com- 


nions, who would fain have gone with 


him, took a large quantity of gold and 


* jewels, and departed alone and incognito 


from his capital. Ahmedy, who had 
- raiſed him to the throne, was the moſt 
concerned at the abſence of the prince. 


© My dear lord, ſaid he to him, receiv- 


ing his farewel, ſince you are inflexible, 
and I muſt loſe you, perhaps for ever, 
© accept, I beſeech you, of thiy-carbun- 


cle; preſenting Outzim - Ochantey 


with a precious ſtone of the bigneſs of a 


nut, and full of taliſmanick characters. 


The light of the fun,” ſaid he to him, 
is not more radiant than that which 
this carbuncle emits in the dark. It 
was given me by a ſage cabaliſt; and I 
put it into your hands, my lord, as the 


© moſt precious thing that I have. You, 


vill perhaps have occaſion for it in the 
© tedious journey you have undertaken.” 
The prince accepted of Ahmedy's pre- 
ſent; and, after having tenderly em- 
braced him, he ſet forwards for the do- 
minions of the king his father. 
There happened nothing extraordi- 
nary to the Prince of China in the ſeveral 
courts through which he paſſed. He 
enerally ſtaid ſome time at each, where 
ho made a very noble figure: but he was 
quite cured of the extravagance which 
had before rendered him ſo miſerable. 
At length, after a year's travelling by 
ſea and land, he came to the dominions 


of a prince named Kuſeh*. At the en- 


trance into his capital was a great open 
ſquare, made ſpacious by the deſtruction 


of an old temple, which idolaters had 
formerly dedicated to a deity called Pu- 


dorina. It was upon the foundations 
of that temple Kuſeh had built a mag- 
nificent palace, before which ſtood a great 
obeliſk of black marble; upon which, on 
one fide, was carved in letters of gold 
the fundamental laws of the kingdom, 


and, on the other, ſeveral maxims of 


gallantry. „ 
The young Prince of China was amuſ- 


| ng himſelf with examining this whimſi- 


pyramid, when he perceived at the 


windows of the palace two women of 
uncommon beauty. He was preſently 


DV EIN „ 


ſtruck with their charms; and , enquiriag 


who they were, he learnt that they wFe- 
the king's two daughters; the eldeſt of 


whom was named Modir, and the young- 
er Gulpenhe +. He admired the former 
extremely ; but ſome ſtrangers gave him 


fo horrid a character of her, that he ſoon 
effaced from his heart the impreſſion ſne 


had made there. That princeſs,” ſaid 


they, © is never the ſame. One day ſhe 


© 18 fair, and the next day black; ſhe ab- 
hors one week, what the laſt ſhe loved 
to diſtraction. Her caprice is an in- 
diſpenſible law; it extends it's power 
even to the language: and ſhe Keeps 
the ſubjects of the King her father in ſo 
ſervile a dependance, that nobody, with- 
out running the riſque of being thought 


* 
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ceſs,” = 

As for Gulpenhe,' ſaid a ſenſible 
old man to him, © though leſs handſome, 
© ſhe is much more to be feared than 
© her ſiſter; it is almoſt impoſſible to re- 
© fiſt her charms. She keeps an old 


black woman-ſlave named Kouroumt, 


* who changes her figure and cloaths 
* every moment to ſurprize young ſtran- 
gers that arrive in this city. This 


dangerous princeſs has built a ſump- 
.tuous palace adjoining to the king's. 
The gardens are delightful; there is in 


them ſeveral labyrinths ingeniouſly 
contrived, and where ſhe generally 
wanders with her lovers : but they are 
no ſooner entered into a little walk em- 
broidered-with roſes, than they come 
immediately into a vaſt open country 
called the Meadow of Satiety. In this 


all ſtripped from their leaves: in their 
room there grows an ugly fruit, long 


ſo loſt there, that every body wiſhes for 
nothing but to eſcape from thence for 
ever. In vain Gulpenhe has placed a 


there is hardly any body, clipecially 
the men, but what eaſily leap it. | 
After having left this old wiſe man, 
the prince was refiefting upon what he 


had heard, when he was accoſted by a 


woman covered with a very thick veil. 
© My fon,” ſaid that woman to the 


prince, taking him by the hand, and 


Kuſeh, in Arabick, fignifies Effeminate, a Man of little Beard. 


+ Gulpenhe ſignifies Peach-tree Bloſſom. 


1 Kourpun ſignifies. in Arabick Chimney· ſoot. 


Hz drawing 
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ridiculous, can door ſay any thing that 
is not approved by this fanciful prin- 


place no roſes are to be ſeen ; they are 


and reddiſh ; and all taite of pleaſure is 


large dyke at the end of the roſe-walk; 
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drawing him aſide, © you are but newly 
eme into this country; I perceive it 
© by your indifference, and your care- 
< leffneſs in not going in queſt of ſome 


lucky adventure, which are not un- 


common here for ſuch men as you. I 
© bring you tidings of one which you 
© ought to eſteem the chief hapvineſs of 
© your life. Only follow me, and be 
© diſcreet.” „ 
Curioſity hurried away Outzim-O- 


chantey: he followed the woman with-' 


out aſking any queſtions; and, after a 
pretty long walk, he came to a very nar- 

rom ſtreet; at the end of which his guide 
having opened a little door, ſhe led him 


a ſtair-caſe, and through a dark entry, 


into a hall illuminated by above a hun- 


dred tapers, and enriched with all the 


moſt brilliant ornaments that art and 
nature can afford, 

with ſuch delightful odours, as en- 
* chanted the ſenſes; and the woman, hav- 
ing lefthim to give her miſtreſs notice of 
his arrival, the prince contemplated all 
the beauties of the place he was in. He 
_ was ſoon diverted from that employ- 


ment by the entrance of a young lady 


into the hall. He was ſtruck with her 


charms the moment he ſaw her; and, 
caſting himſelihaſtily at her feet. Ho. 


©, much tobe envied is my fortune, Ma- 
© dam,” ſaid he, which brovght me 
© hither to ſwear to you an eternal love! 
No, Madam; all thatis moſt beautiful 
upon the face of all the earth does not 
© come up to— The prince was go- 
ing on, when ſhe ſuddenly raiſed him up: 
© Sir,* ſaid ſhe, with ſome emotion, and 


her face all overſpread with that lovely 
bluſh which modeſty alone produces, 


have a care what you do: I am not ſhe 


© that ought to cauſe theſe violent tranſ- 


© ports; I am but an unfortunateſlave. 
1 But, let my preſent condition be never 
© ſo mean, I would not change it for 
. © that of the lady you are going to ſee. 
© Tf her rank is noble, her conduct is fo 
© far from it, that I am aſhamed for her 
© every moment. Youare now to think 
of nothing but how to make a Proper 
© return for the tenderneſs ſhe is ſo in- 
c diſcreetly lavith of to all mankind.” 
The Prince of China was liſtening 
with furprize to that beautiful perſon, 
when the old flave who had conducted 
him thither entered with the Princeſs 


Gulpenhe, who reſted upon her arm. 


Do you imagine, my lord, (continued 
Ben- Eridoun) what was the ſurprize 
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It was perfumed” 


in I leave you. 


and uneaſineſs of the prince; he had been 
ſo prejudiced againſt her by the old man 
he had met in the ſquare hefore the pa- 


lace, and by that lovely perſon, that he- 


remained ſpeechleſs : and the princeſs 
might eaſily have perceived his indif- 
ference, if ſhe had not been fo accuſtom- 
ed to flatter herſelf, that ſhe interpreted 


his filence in her own favour. - 


Though the was dreſſed in the moſt 
gallant manner in the world, and the 
prince beheld in her a thouſand charms, 
capable to move the moſt inſenſihle of 
mankind, he received her careſſes with 
an inſenſibility that exceeded all ima- 
gination. , His mind was wholly taken 
up with the young beauty, to whom he 
had at firſt addreſſed his vows; and he 
thought her behaviour ſo noble, and fo 
different from that of Gulpenhe, that he 
had mueh ado to refrain, even in. her 
preſence, from giving that charming 
creature new. marks of his love; but, re- 
flecting that ſuch an imprudence might 
perhaps deprive him of her for ever, he 
put a conſtraint upon himſelf, and pre- 
tended for ſome moments to anſwer the 


favours Gulpenhe ſhewed him. The 


prince was aſhamed of her advances; but, 
in ſpite of his repugnance, they were ſo 
engaging, that he. might perhaps have 
been overcome by them, if one of the 
PREY ſlaves had not come ir to tell 

er that the king her father would ſpeak 


_ with her that moment. 


Gulpenhe ſeemed vexed at'this inter- 


ruption. £ I will ſoon return,” ſaid ſhe 
to the prince; and I dare ſay you will 


not be impatient in the company where- 
She then oxdered the 
young perſon whom Outzim-Ochantey 
already adored, to converſe with him-un- 


til her return; and went out immediately 


with Kouroum, the old woman that had 
accoſted the prince. p 
He was not at all ſorry for Gulpenhe's 
departure; and, making the beſt of her 
abſence, he threw himſelf a ſecond time 
before the knees of that incomparable 
woman. How much have I ſuffered, 
Madam, ſaid he, in the little time I 
© was with the princeſs! In vain ſhe is 
© ſo-liberal to me of her charms; ſhe. 
© ſhall never be miſtreſs of a heart, over 
© which you alone have a ſovereign em- 
«© pire.,'——* Sir, replied. the young lady 
proudly, I am not ſo eaſy as Gulpen- 


he. Though I am reduced to an igno- 


* minious flavery, my foul is more free 
than hers; and the idleneſs and _ © 
E En 2 5 =" 
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{2M which reign in this court, have not yet 
© been able to corrupt my heart. It is 
« decreed: my hand ſhall be his who ſhall 


© have the courage to put me in poſſeſ- 


« fon of my dominions, after having 


© revenged the death of the king my fa- 


© ther.” 
The tears that upon theſe words ſtream- 
edin abundance from the princeſs's eyes, 
pierced the very ſoul of the young prince. 
© Nothing, charming princeſs, will ſeem 
«* impoſſible to me, ſaid he, to re- eſta- 
« bliſh you in all your rights. Name 
© but tome your enemies, and I will con- 
© yince you that the ſole heir of the King 
of China is not utterly unworthy of 


« your affection. The princeſs earneſt- 


ly viewed the prince: Ah, my lord?” 
{aid ſhe, © my pride in vain e. the 
© inclination I found in myſelf towards 
you: I am now fully aſſured that you 


* © are deſtined to be my huſband. Yes, 


prince, I accept you for my defender; 
e * I do it e mgch the more joyfully, 
© becauſe I may op Sepend upon be- 
ing ſhortly revenged of a traitor that 

© has einen all the misfortunes of 
my life. Gulpenhe's abſence, conti- 
nued ſhe, © will give me time to inform 


you of the particulars of my adven- 
* tures. I know the reaſon of the king 


her father's ſending for her. 


EA ours prince, named Atabek, 


arrived yeſterday in his court to treat 


of ſome affairs with King Kuſeh. This 


monarch, very uneaſy to have his plea- 


ſures interrupted, and unfit to carry on 


a war which Atabek comes to declare 
againſt him from a very potent king, 


* if he does not obtain the ſatisfaction 
this unworthy mo- 


narch, I ſay, has agreed with his 


daughter, that ſhe ſhall uſe all her arts 
to ſeduce the heart of that young 


< 
o 
c 
4 
* he demands; 
o 
£ 
prince. She will certainly fucceed in 
© thisdefign; and, while ſhe employs her- 
elf to her fatisfaQtion in this new con- 


57 
© queſt, T ſhall perhaps have leiſure 
enough to tell you my misfortunes.? , 
Outzim-Ochantey a, thouſand times 
embraced the princeſs's knees, who was 
not diſpleaſed with theſe tranſports; and 
having made him fit down by her upon a 
ſopha, ſhe began her ſtory thus. 
g - \ ; 6 SY 
THE HISTORY Or GULGULI-CHE- 
 MAME, PRINCESS OF TEFLIS. 


122 my birth, my lord, to the wiſe 
Gomer-Vſouph, King of Teflis *, 
and the Princefs Ayna, the daughter of 
the enchanter Zal-reka, King of Pala- 
bad : but though my birth was illuſ- 
trious, I have never been the more ha | 
for it ; on the contrary, ſcarce did T be- 
gin to fee the light, when Heaven, re- 


ſolved to perſecute me, ſhed upon me it's 


blackeſt influences. 
The enchanter Zal-reka, my grand- 
father, after having endued me at my 


birth with all the qualities an to a 


princeſs, gave me alſo an extraordin 
patience; foreſeeing, without doubt, that 
it would be one of the moſt neceſſary 


virtues he could beſtow upon me, and 


named me Gulguli- Chemame . 

The wife Gomer - Yſouph, my father, 
made it his whole bufineſs to inftru& me 
in all the moſt ſublime parts of nature 
and religion. At fifteen years old I 
poſſeſſed almoſt all the ſciences, beſides 
the talents I had cultivated in the other 
occupations of my ſex. One day, as L 
was walking with the king my father in 
the gardens of the palace, he ſtopped on 
a ſudden to liſten to the chirping of ſeve- 


ral birds. I obſerved that he hearkened 


to them with great attention; and I was 
amazed to ſee him laugh out without any 
cauſe. This ſurprized me in a man of 
his wiſdom. I was fo importunate with 
him to know the reaſon of his doing ſo, 
that he told me he underſtood the lan- 


* Teflis, formerly Artaxata, the . of Georgia, is fituated at the bottom of a moun- ' 


tain whoſe foot is waſhed by the River Tur. 


The people of Georgia are the handſomeſt of 
any in all the eaſt; there is not an ugly face to be ſeen dene | 


whole country, either of man or 


 yoman, Nature has layiſhed upon moſt of the female ſex charms which are not to be found 
eiſewhere; and it is impoſſible to behold them without loving them. They are for the gene- 
rality tall, well-ſhaped, not at all too fat, and go very looſe about the waiſts, ſo that they 
have hardly any hips z but they ſpoil their faces with paint. Their habits are like thoſe of 
the Perſians. In a word, it is impoſſible to draw more charming faces, or exacter ſhapes, | 
than thoſe of the Georgian women. , Po 
+ Palabad is the peninſula begween the Ganges, in the Indies, | 9 
1 Chemame, in Arabick, fignifies Apple of Odour; and Gulguli, Colour of Roſes, 


4. 
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in 


_ © there is a great deal of corn ſpilt upon 


1 


I vas in the utmoſt amazement. 


ſelf. 


age of all animals, and that two wrens 
ad juſt brought a piece of good news to 
the other little birds. And what is this 


« news?” cried I laughing, imagining. 


my father did but jeſt. * It is, ſaid he, 


© that a miller's mule being fallen down - 


© near the fountain of Jaſmins, the ſack 
© the had upon her back is broken, and 


© the ground.” I begged Gomer-Y ſouph 
(continued the lovely Georgian) to carry 
me to the fountain. He did fo; and, 
indeed, I beheld to great a number of 
birds buſicd in picking up the corn which 
the miller had left upon the ground, that 
I per- 
ſecuted my father to teach me that 4 


guage; and, almoſt neglecting all the 


other ſciences to apply myſelf wholly to 
that, I became in leſs than a year's time 
as ſkilful in it as Gomer-Vſouph him- 
It is impoſſible, my lord, (con- 
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tinued Gulguli-Chemame) to conceive 
the pleaſure it affords one to underſtand 


the different jargon of animals; it is 
much more full of wiſdom and nature 
than that of men: and I may, perhaps, 
relate to you hereafter things of it which 
will give you no ſmall delight. But at 


_ preſent let us return to my ſtory. 


I had now attained my ſixteenth year, 
and we were very far from expecting the 
misfortune that hung over us; when a 


traiterous enchanter, named Biſeh-El- 


Kafak *, out of an old averſion he had 
to our family, ſurprized us one night 
with a numerous army. He ſtrangled 
the wiſe Gomer-Vſouph and the queen 
my mother; and was going to deprive me 
too of life, when, touched by my cries, or 


perhaps by ſome little beauty he perceived 


up in a ſtrong tower. 


in me, he contented himſelf with carry- 


ing me with him to an iſland in the mid- 
dle of the Caſpian Sea, where he ſhut me 
| This iſland was 
guarded by phantoms that were inceſ- 
fantly upon the watch ; horrible tempeſts 
continually dathed the coaſts ; — no 


mortal could approach it with impunity, 


except only one day in the year, on 
which all the Enchanters, Fairies, Genii, 
and other ſpirits of that nature, were in- 
diſneniibly obliged to aſſemble in a grotto 
of Cochin - China, in order to give an 

ccount of their actions to him who had 
been choſen their king the year before, 
and to proceed to a new election of one 
from among themſelves. 


* 


— 


— 


The perfidicus Kaſak had no ſooner: 
brought me to this melancholy priſon, 
but he tried to aſſuage my grief by the 
molt reſpectful manners. My deſpair 
was ſo violent, that I loaded him with 
the bittereit reproaches; and I teſtified 


ſo much horror for his perſon, that he 


was twenty times upon the point of de- 
ſtroying me: but hoping, perhaps, that 
time would bend the ſtubbornneſs of my 
temper, he only laughed at all I could 


| ſay; and leaving mea prey to the ſharpeſt 


affliction, he did not come to me again 
until eight days afterwards, I tremble 


yet, my lord, when I call to mind that 


dreadful moment. The traitor endea- 


voured, in vain, to perſuade me: but 


finding that my ſorrow, inſtead of di- 
miniſhing, increaſed every day, he flew 
into the moſt violent fury, and told me, 
in plain terms, that I muſt conſent im- 
mediately to his infamous defigns, or he 
would cauſe me to be burnt alive. 
This choice did not at all frighten me: 
I beheld, with great tranquillity, the pre- 
parations for my death, and ran to it with 
joy; when the, enchanter, who had no 
deſign upon my life, carried me back to 


the tower, I am now going to Cochin- 
China, ſaid he, from whence I ſhall. 


return in four and twenty hours. I 
© allow you that farther time to come to 
© a reſolution; and if I do not find you 
© obedient to my abſolute will, I ſhall uſe 
© the utmoſt violence towards you.” 

I did not condeſcend to anſwer theſe 
inſolent menaces ; and being reſolved to 
deſtroy myſelf, rather than endure that 
barbarian's brutalities, I faw him depart 


without the lealt fear of his return. 
\ Zal-reka, my grandfather, was not 


ignorant of the place of my confinement, 


nor the author of my miſery. 


That enchanter impatiently waited for 
Kaſak's abſence. He no ſooner faw him 
depart for Cochin - China, but, by the 
power of his art, he diſperſed the thick 
clouds which concealed me from the eyes 


of all the world: he freed me from the 


diſmal tower I was in; and, after hav- 


ing ſet me upon terra firma, cauſed the 


iſland which, was the habitation of the 
perfidious enchanter to be ſwallowed up 
in a moment in my preſence ; and con- 
veying me through the air with incre- 
dible rapidity, he placed me in a vaſt. 


open country, from whence one might 


behold the city of Palimbant. 


* Kaſak, in Arabick, fignifies Inhumane. Or 
+ Palimban is the capital of a kingdom of the ſame name in the iſland of Sumatra. oy 


It is impoſſible to give you an idea of 
[the exceſs of my joy: I embraced my 

ndfather with all the tenderneſs ima- 
ginable. My daughter, ſaid he to 
me, I muſt go without delay o Cochin- 


China, where we are obliged to be be- 


fore ſun-riſe. I will there put up all 
my complaints againſt your perſecutor. 


© You are no longer in his power: do 


© you now go in quelt of the prince.” 
At theſe' words, my lord, (continued 


Gulguli-Chemame, ſhedding a flood of 


tears) Zal-reka ſtopped ſhort. A cold 
{ſweat roſe upon his face; he loſt the uſe 


of his ſpeech for ſome moments; and 


then returning to himſelf—* Ah, my 


dear daughter! ſaid he to me, in a 


weak voice, my hour is come! I. ſee 
© the {word of the angel of death ready 
© to cut the thread of life! All my art 
* cannot ſave me from going to give an 
account of my actions be 


© have the conſolation, at my death, to 
© know that a young prince, after hav- 
ing ſlain your tyrant, ſhall marry. you, 
© and reftore you to the poſſeſſion of the 
£ dominjons'the traitor has uſurped from 
* you,” Then, my grandfather having 


ſtruck the earth with his foot, there aroſe 


out of it a dun-mule richly harneſſed. 
© There is ſomething,” ſaid he, in a dy- 
ing voice, and embracing me for the laſt 
time, to carry you where your deſtiny 
© calls you. Only remember, my dear 
Gulguli-Chemame, added he, that 
© you were born a princeſs; that memo- 
£ randum includes all your duty. 

al- reka had ſcarce ſaid theſe words, 


when he expired inany arms. Judge, my 


lord, of the exceſs of my grief and fear: 
I loſt the only ſupport I had in the world, 


at the time when he was moſt neceſſary to 


me. My deſpair was ſomewhat heighten- 
ed by the impoſſibility I ſaw myſelf in 
to pay him the laſt duties; and I could 
not reſolve to leave his body to the wild 
beaſts, when there aroſe out of the earth 
a magnificent tomb of porphyry and 


. Jaſper, I put Zal-reka into it, in a coffin 
of cedar; and ſhutting the door of the 
tomb, which I waſhed with my tears, I 


faw riſe up over-againſt. me a group of 
braſs, '- repreſenting the cruel Kalak, 
whoſe head was ſevered from his body, 


and a young man with a ſabre in his 


hand, As the ſtatues-were pretty high, 


I could not diſtinguiſh the features of 
my tyrant's conqueror: I only obſerved 


that he wanted a finger of the left-hand, 


ore the tri- 
_ © bunal of our ſovereign Judge. But I 
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Aud as hefore I began to make you this 
relation of my misfortunes, I took no- 
tice that you want the little finger of the 
ſame hand, I preſently judged it was 
you, my lord, that the great prophet has 
choſen to avenge me. I then gave-my- 
ſelf up, without reſerve, to all the ten- 


derneſs that is due to him who is one day 


to be my huſband. 


The Prince of China, my lord, (con- 
tinued Ben Eridoun) threw himſelf that 
moment at the feet of the Princeſs of 
Teflis: he could not find words ſtrong 
enough to let her know the exceſs of his 


joy, when ſhe raiſed him up with extreme 


goodneſs. * Let me make uſe of Gul- 
«* penhe's abſence,” ſaid ſhe to him ten- 
derly, to finiſh my ſtory; I ſhall af- 
« terwards find time enough to make a 
return to theſe proteſtations of love, 


* which are the only happineſs of my 


life.“ The princeſs then reſuming the 
thread, of her diſcourſe, went on thus. 


I mounted upon my mule, and had 


travelled almoſt three hundred leagnes 


without meeting with any accident; 


when, one morning, topping to make 
her drink at a ſpring, the water of which 
was extremely clear, ſhe would not come 
near it. For my part, being very dry, 
and ignorant of the conſequences thut 


attended the drinking of the water, 1 
got off my mule, and took ſome in the 


hollow of my hand. I had no ſooner 
brought it to my lips, but I fell beck - 


wards. I know not, my lord, what be- 


came of me in that moment; I only re- 
member that, when I returned fiom the 
trance J had been in, I found myſelf in 
the arms of a huge black man, whoſe 
under-lip was fo thick, that it hid near 


all his chin. I gave a terrible ſhriek at 


the ſight of this monſter. He only laughed 
at it; and throwing me into a great 
leathern-ſack, which he afterwards cloſed 
up, he put the ſtrings of it under his left- 
arm : and I cannot tell, my lord, whi- 
ther he was going to carry me, when a 
man, ſo little that he might eaſily have 
walked between the black monſter's legs, 


rode full ſpeed upon a horſe whoſe height 


was proportioned to his own. Stop, 
* cruel Cofayb!' cried he to him at a 
diſtance; © it is time to put an end to 
« your'tyranny !* 


Coſayb (which was the name of the 


frightful black) gave but little heed at 
firſt to the little man's threats; yet, when 
f - he 
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he was at a certain diſtance from him, I. 


thought I could perceive, by the motion 
of his arm, that he trembled all over his 
body. He preſently hung the ſack in 
which I was upon the branch of a tree, 
and put himſelf into a poſture of defence 
With an iron- club all full of ſpikes. For 
my part, my lord, I had my thoughts 
about me. With a poniard that I had 
at my girdle I made a hole in the ſack 
large enough to fee through it the com- 
bat, which I imagined muſt conclude 


entirely to the black's advantage: but 


judge of my ſurprize, when, after an 
obſtinate reſiſtance on both ſides, I ſaw 
that little hero, with one back-ſtroke of 
and afterwards fever his head from 
body. I cannot expreſs to you the joy 
I felt at ſo incredible a victory: I ripped 
the ſack enough to put my head out; 
and, addreſſing myſelf to my deliverer, 
T let him know, in few words, the infinite 
obligation I had to him, ä 5 
; The little man was ſurprized to ſee me 
in that poſture; he ſeemed extremely 


his ſabre, cut off. both his enemy's legs, | 
his 


troubled that he could not reach at me 
to help me down: but I, being more 


fruitful of invention than him, cut the 


ſack in ſuch a manner, that, having made 
two large long ſtraps of it, I ſlid down to 


the ground without hurting myſelf in the 
leaſt. * Madam, ſaid the little dwarf to 
me then, whatever pleaſure it gives me 
© to have come time enough to hinder you 
from being the laſt object of Coſayb's 
cruelty, I ſhould not perhaps have 
had that happineſs, unlefs I had been 
ſpfirred on with a deſire to revenge a 

ſter that has too long felt the tyranny 
of the villain I have juſt now flain.'— 
I am very much beholden to Chance, 
then, replied J. But, Sir, forgive 
my curioſity: how is it poſſible that, 
with the ditpropertion there is between 
Coſayb and you, you could yet over- 
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come him: — It is no hard matter,” 


replied the little man, to ſatisfy you. 


If you will come with me to Achem , 


« where the king my fatherrcigns, I will 
© by the way inform you of the motives 


of my revenge, and by what ſuper- 


* natural aſſiſtance I was able to conquer 
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Þ 


the traiterous Colayb.* I mounted 
again upon my mule, (continued Gul. 


| eee and this is what my 


cliverer related to me. 
? » 
THE HISTORY OF BOULAMAN-SAKNG- 
HIER, PRINCE OF ACHEM. 


HO would think, Madam, to 

look upon my itature, that I am 
the ſon of a gianteſs? Yet nothing is 
more true than that I owe my birth to the 


Fag-Houry, Princeſs of Serendib, who 


is almoſt etghf feet high. But then vou 
are to know, that, to make amends for 
that, my father, named Kouter-Aaſmai, 
King of Achem, is yet leſs than my- 


_ ſelf. 


Love makes every thing equal. My 


father, who in his travels became paſ- 


ſionately enamoured of Fag-Houry, did 
not think ſhe was too big for him; and 


the princeſs my mother, touched with his 


ſolemn proteſtations that he would love 
her all his life, never minded the great 


inequality there was in their ſtature. As 


ſhe was miſtreſs of herſelf, becauſe the 
king her brother, who reigned in Seren- 
dib, was but-ſeven years old, ſhe con- 
{ſented that my father ſhould carry her to 
Achem, where he eſpouſed her. : 
My mother was brought to-bed of 
me four months and a half after their 
marriage, according to the manner of the 
Pigmies, from whom my father was a 
great way off deſcended, and Fwas named 
oulaman-Sang-hier. But as ſhe had 
conceived two children at the ſame time. 
after four months apd a half more ſhe 
likewiſe brought forth a daughter; who 
taking after her, and being born accord- 
ing to the common order of nature, was 
called Agazir tie Tall.. Thus, though 
my ſiſter and I were born, at different 
times, and of different ſtatures, that did 
not hinder us from being twins. When 
Agazir was grown marriageable, her 
beauty made fo much noiſe, that ſho was 
ſought in marriage by all our neigh- 
bouring princes : but one of our rela- 
tions, who was called Badem, and reign- 


ed at Pedir , prevailing above all the 


* Achem is a city famous for it's haven, the capital of a kingdom of the ſame name in 
the northern parts of Sumatra, with a ſea-port very much reſorted to by the Indians. 

+ Pedir is a famous kingdom, and gives it's name to it's capital, which is ſituated about 
twenty leagues from Achem, at the extremity of the iſtand of Sumatra on the north- fie, 


reſt; 


and almoſt under the line. | | 


3 


reſtz was juſt, upon the point of ſee- 
ing his paſſion crowned with fucceſs, 
when gh. ee the cruel Cuſayb fell 
in love with Agazir. The refuſal he met 
with from the king my father enraged 
him. He warned any body from pre- 
tending to marry the princeſs, upon pain 


of his wrath ; but his threats were de- 


ſpiſed; and my father, being reſolved 
upon Badem's marriage with my ſiſter, 
they were brought before the pagod. 

Part of the ceremony was now over; 


the bonze had finiſhed all the prayers; 


and Badem was going to give Agazir 
his hand, when all the ſpectators were 
ſtrangely amazed to find the prince with- 
out motion, and to ſee that he was no- 
thing but a ſtatue of marble. 1 

This dreadful metamorphoſis ſtruck 
my father and all the court with horror. 


My ſiſter, who tenderly loved Badem, 


almoſt died with grief; and the moſt 
voaliant men of Achem, ſeeing how much 
my father laid this accident to heart, re- 
ſolved to go and ſeek out Coſayb, to de- 
rive him of life; but, of all thoſe that 
E been upon this deſign, I am the 
only one that ever came back. 
Tou are to underſtand, Madam, (con- 
tinued Boulaman-Sang-hier) that it is 
impoſſible to come by land into our do- 
minions but through that place where 


my combat with Coſayb was . e 


That perfidious wretch, as I was after- 
wards informed, very well knew he muſt 
expect to be puniſhed for his crime. He 
formed the enchantment which you cer- 
tainly felt the effects of. You are no 


ſooner come thither, but a burning thirſt - 


obliges you to refreſh yourſelf at that 
pernicious ſpring, whoſe water immedi- 
ately takes away the ſenſes; and ſeveral 


brave men of Achem have in all likeli- - 


hood periſhed by that ſurprize which has 
put them into the power. of the cruel 


Coſayb. At length, my ſiſter was al- 


moſt reduced to be his victim; when, 
walking the day before yeſterday, very 
uneaſy, upon the banks of the canal 
which is at the bottom of the gardens of 
the palace, I ſaw a boy about nine or ten 

years old trying all manner of ways to 
get a tortoiſe out of it's ſhell; — not 
being able to do it, he threw it ſeveral 
times, with all his force, againſt a great 
ſtone, The ſhell of this tortoiſe was ſo 
brilliant, that it ſeemed ſtudded with dia- 
monds. I took it out of the boy's hand; 
and was viewing it narrowly, when I 


| TARTARIAN' TALES: | 6 


thought I heard ſome complaints pro- 
ceed from it. I put it to my ear; and, 


indeed, heard that it begged me to throw. 


it again into the canal. I was at firſt 


ſomewhat frighted at ſo extraordinary a 


thing: but, though I was very deſirous 
to have kept it, I immediately obeyed, 
being very little accuſtomed to ſuch re- 
2 I had ſcarce put the tortoiſe into 
e water, when it appeared again, and. 
thanked me for the ſervice I had done 
her. Aſk whatever you will,” ſaid that 
little creature to me, and you ſhall ſee 
© how grateful the Fairy Mulladine will 
© be for ſo eſſential a piece of ſervice as 
© you have done her.“ I remained for 
ſome time motionleſs with terror, (con- 
tinued Boulaman-Sang- hier;) but, ani- 
mated by revenge Succourable Fairy, 


replied I, * ſince you put ſo great a va- 


© lue-upon ſo ſmall a kindneſs, furniſh 
© me, I beſeech you, with means to de- 
© liver my ſiſter and Prince Badem from 
© Colayb's perſecutions.'—* Stay for me 
© herea moment, anſwered the tortoiſe ; 
I vill fetch you the aſſiſtance you want. 


Then re- plunging for ſome time into the 


water, ſhe came again to the top, hold - 
ing in her little claws the ſabre I made 
uſe of; and having informed me of the 
enchanted ſpring, ſhe ordered me to go 


and fight Coſayb; and, without waiting 


for my anſwer, dived into the canal. 


I did not a moment delay the execu- 


tion of Mulladine's command, (added 
the little Prince of Achem;) I flew to 
my revenge, notwithſtanding all the ar- 
uments of the king and queen, who 
ooked upon my death to be certain; and 
I arrived very luckily to deliver you, 


Madam, from that monſter's brutality. 


CONTINUATION OF THE HISTORY 
OF GULGULI-CHEMAME, PRIN- 
CESS OF TEFLIS. „ 


1 ST as the prince had ended his 
ſtory, (continued the fair Georgian) 
we arrived at the palace of Kouter- 


Aaſmai, King of Achem. 


They had looked upon the apparition 


of the Fairy Mulladine to the prince as a 
vifion; and were ſo douhtful of the ſuc- 
ceſs of the combat, that they were be- 
wailing his death, when they perceived 


that the King of Pedir had reſumed his“ 


former ſhape. That monarch, who ceaſed 
to be a ftatue at the very moment that. 
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the monſter expired, came to meet us, 
with the king, the queen, and the Prin- 

ceſs Agazir. So ſoon as the Prince of 
Achem had told the particulars of his 
victory, which I confirmed, nothing was 
to ward or ſeen but rejoicings ; every 
one ran to ſee the black giant; who, dead 
as he was; had ſtill in his countenance 
fomething ſo menacing, that he frighten- 


ed the moſt intrepid. The my com- 


manded a great fire to be kindled, in 
. which the traitor's body was thrown; 
and having given orders for building in 
that place an eternal monument of the 
Prince of Achem's victory, he cauſed 


that happy day to be celebrated by a 


thouſand gallant diverſions. Badem and 
his illuſtrious ſpouſe overwhelmed me 
with marks of friendſhip; and I could 
willingly have paſſed a conſiderable time 


with them, if a deſire of revenge had not 


carried me away to find out my deli- 


"I verer. 


Ir was not without great violence to 
himſelf, that Boulaman-Sang-hier could 
reſolve to let me go: he was become paſ- 
| fronately enamoured of me. But though 
his little perſon was very agreeable, and 
he had an infinite deal of wit, and I was 
indebted to him for my life; yet, as I 
very well knew that he was not decreed 
to revenge me of my tyrant, I begged 
him earneſtly not to think of loving me 
any longer. \ : ? 

he little prince was ready to die with 
ſorrow at my feet. However, he did all he 


could to obey me; and, contenting him 


ſelf with all my eſteem, he ſaw me em- 
bark with a great deal of tranquillity in 
appearance. EE, > 

I was born, my lord, to fall out of one 
misfortune into another. We had ſcarce 
failed a hundred and fifty leagues, when 
our veſſel was attacked by a famous cor- 
fair. As we were much weaker than him, 
we were forced to ſubmit. 
without tears that I ſaw myſelf again de- 
prived of my liberty: but a moment af- 
terwards I had not ſo much reaſon to 
complain, when Faruk (which was the 
name of the corſair) accoſted me with a 
certain timorouſneſs very unuſual in men 
of his profeffion : It is not juſt, Ma- 
dam, ſaid he to me very civilly, that 
© ſuch beauteous hands as yours ſhould 


© be loaded with chains: you are from 


this minute free. How happy ſhould 
eil be if your heart were as much ſo as 


It was not 
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your perſon, and if my reſpe& and 
complaiſance could one day deſerve 
n | 
Whatever was my ſurprize at ſo ſpeedy 
and eee a declaration, I ab; a 
would be my beſt way to diſſemble with 
Faruk. I gave him ſome glimpſe of 
hopes that I might in time be ſenſible of 
his love; and upon this I enjoyed a per- 
fect freedom. Hy FE: | 
I began to exerciſe the power I had 
over his mind, by delivering from chains 
not only all thoſe that he took in our 
ſhip, but even ſome ſlaves which he had 
taken upon other occaſions. He did 
more; he reſtored them one half of what 
they had loſt, put them on board a little 
brigantine, gave them-arms and provi- 
ſions, ſuffered them to take what courſe 
they pleaſed, and reſerved out of all his 
prizes but one young Indian woman, 
whom he deſigned to keep me com- 
pany. I 
This woman (continued the Princeſs 
of Teflis) was of a raviſhing beauty: a 
majeſtick port, a noble air, ſparkling eyes, 


a mouth and teeth extremely lovely, black 


hair that ſet off a ſkin as white as ſnow; 


and a charming neck, formed one of the 


moſt charming women that ever my eyes 
beheld; and all theſe perfections were 
heightened by a graceful way of ſpeak- 
ing, which ſtole away the hearts of her 
hearers. KA 

However violently I was afflicted, the 
young Indian was ſtill more fo: her 
bright eyes were continually drowned in 
tears; and though I gave her a thouſand 
careſſes to ſtop their courſe, it was all at 
firſt in vain. I repreſented to her that I 
was perhaps yet more unhappy than her- 
ſelf ; but that, humouring the times, 1 
put a conſtraint upon myſelf to conceal 
my grief from Faruk. Ah, Madam 
ſaid ſhe, I have not fo much 22 
of reaſon as you, and cannot ſo eaſily 


aſſuage my forrow: the condition I am 


in reduces me to deſpair. I preſſed 
that amiable creature to tell me the occa- 
ſion of this ſharp affliction. Spare me 
« ſuch a relation, Madam, anſwered ſhe; 
© my ill fortune is not worthy to give 
© you a moment's concern.“ But, in 
ſhort, (continued Gulguli-Chemame) I 
ſo often embraced the young Indian, 
mixing my tears with hers, that at length 
1 engaged her to ſpeak to me thus. 
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THE HISTORY OF SATCHE ARA“, 


PRINCESS. OF BORNEOF. 


RUNINGHIR, King of Borneo, 
having wedded Gulbeas ft, Princeſs 

of Sumatra 8, had by her two daughters, 
of which I am the younger. The king 
and queen, who loved one another ten- 
derly, died after twelve years marriage, 
and conſequently left us very young. 
Though my filter was then but nine 
years old, and I a year leſs than ſhe, we 
Felt all the grief imaginable at this loſs ; 


and if _ thing could diminiſh it, it was. 
1¹ 


that my ſiſter and I were not parted from 
one another's company. 


Ghionluk, King of Java, who had 


. eſpouſed my mother's ſiſter, and whom 
at her death ſhe begged to take care of 


us, came himſelf to Borneo. He left a 
viceroy there; and taking us with him 
to Java, committed us to the management 
of the queen his wife. : 

The prince had but one ſon, who was 
a little older than my eldeſt ſiſter. He 
was continually with her ; and ſaw, with 
pleaſure, that Sirma (which was my 
ſiſter's name) made a ſuitable return to 
his affection: it was indeed almoſt im- 


poſſible ſhe ſhould refuſe her heart to a 


rince who had ſo many good qualities. 
He was of a charming perſonage; and 
his countenance had ſomething in it ſo 
engaging, that it was impoſſible to ſee 
him without loving him. But what 
made him moſt agreeable with my ſiſter, 
was the ſweetneſs of his temper, and the 
ſharpneſs of his wit. 


he King of Java cheriſhed the me- 


mory of our mother in her children: he 
formerly made his addreſſes to her him- 
ſelf ; but falling into a long and dange- 
rous ſickneſs, during which his life was 
often deſpaired of, he was very much 


ſurprized, at his 3 hear that he 


was prevented by the King of Borneo 
our be, the King of Sumatra having 
diſpoſed of Gulbeas in his favour. This 


ve him a great deal of uneaſineſs: but 
e Princeſs Gulnad-hare, my mother's 


ed it was not agreeable to him. 
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vyounge ſiſter, being a lively image of 
the elder, Ghionluk could think of no 


way to mitigate his ſorrow for the loſs 
of the other but demanding this in mar- 


riage. He eaſily obtained her; and had 

by her, at the end of ten months, Samir- 

agib, the model of all perfection. 
That prince was now above twenty 


years old; and the king his father be- 


ginning to think of a wife for him, threw 


his eyes upon the Princeſs Biſnagar|j, the 


only heireſs of the kingdom of that 


Name, 


This was indeed ſo- advantageous a 
match for the Prince of Java, that Ghi- 


onluk imagined his ſon's ambition would 


be very well ſatisfied with the alliance: 


he informed him of the reſolution he had 


taken to ſend ambaſſadors to the King of 
Biſnagar in order to obtain the princeſs; 
but he obſerved the prince to be fo un- 
eaſy at the propofa}} that he was perſuad- 
Per. 
© haps the weight of the engagement 
© frightens you, my lord, ſaid he to him 
mildly; but if you knew the Princeſs 
© of Biſnagar, who is called Donei- 
© KerinQ, becauſe there is nothing in na- 


ture more charming, you would quickly 


© change your mind. I give you a 
0 — 2 time to come to a reſolution: 
let me have an anſwer by that time, 
© ſuch as may ſuit with the obedience I 
© am to expect from you. 

The pruice made a profound obeiſance, 
without returning any anſwer; then he 
retired into his own apartment; and be- 


ing a little recovered from the trouble he. 


was in, he came into that where my fiſter £7 
and I were together. He looked upon | 


us melancholy for ſome time without 
ſpeaking a word, and his tears beginnin 

to fall, notwithſtanding all he could do 
to reſtrain them, Sirmar, in abundance of 
emotion, aſked him kindly the cauſe of 
his affliction. Ah, Madam! faid 
Samir-agib to her, redoubling his tears, 
© what a barbarous command have I juſt 
© now received? The king my father 
* deſigns me for the Princeſs of Biſnagar, 
and I have but one month to reſolve 


* Satche-Cara, in Arabick, ſignifies Black Hair. x 
F Borneo is an iſland whoſe capital bears the ſame name, and is fituated in the Indian 


ocean. 


Sumatra, Java, and Borneo, are the three principal iſlands of the Sound. 


N Gulbeas is a White Roſe. 


extent. | 
q Compleat Pearl. 


The kingdom of Biſnagar is in the Indies beyond the Ganges, It is of a very large 
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© upon a union which would be the moſt 
© inſufferable misfortune of my life, if 
© I had not courage enough to refiſt my 
«© father's will.“ My fiſter (continued 

Satche - Cara) ſeemed thunder- ſtruck at 
this news: ſhe looked ſtedfaſtly upon the 
prince; and, ſeeing him extremely de- 
jetted — Ah, Samir-agib, ſaid ſhe, 


© how miſerable ſhall I be made! You 


© will obey your father's command; and 
I love you too well not to adviſe you to 
do ſo. What is Borneo in compariſon 
© to Biſnagar, or a rough pearl to a per- 


© feet one—" Hold, Madam, cried 


the Prince of Java; © compariſons are odi- 
© ous: Donei-Kerin, let her be ever fo 
< deſerving, ſhall never poſſeſs either my 
© hand or my heart; they are both re- 
'© ſerved for Sirma alone; and I will 
© ſooner die than break the oaths.I have 
© fo often made to be none but yours.” 

- Howtender and generous was this con- 
verſation, and how pleaſed was my filter 


with theſe freſh proteſtations of the prince 


her couſin! He came every moment to 
aſſure her of his love; and above three 
weeks were paſſed of the time Ghioniuk 
had given him to conſider, when that 
"monarch, walking one evening in the gar- 


dens of his palace, perceived the prince 


his fon entering by himſelf into a little 
grove. He had obſerved that he was 
grown of late melancholy and thought- 
ul, and that he had always loved ſolitude 
ever ſince he had ſpoken to him of the 
fair Donei-Kerin. He was defirous to 
know the cauſe of this alteration; and 
therefore, commanding his follow:rs to 
ſtay there for him, he ſlipped behind a 
cloſe row of trees, from whence he could 
eaſily ſee and hear Samir-agib. 
That prince, - who thought himſelf 


alone, and at liberty to complain, at firſt 


gave himſelf up to a profound thought- 
fulneſs; afterwards he ſeemed to liſten 
-with attention to ſome little birds which 
filled the air with their accents. © Happy 
© 'birds!* cried he, that are not con- 
'* ſtrained in your loves, and ſubmit to no 
other laws but thoſe which your incli- 
nations prompt yon to; continue your 
agreeable ſongs: my ſoul, which is 


behold your felicity without envy ; it 


renews my own torments. The time 


my father. O Heaven! how ſhall I 
acquaint him with a paſſion ſo contrary 
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plunged in the ſharpeſt grief, cannot 


approaches, continued he ſadly, when 
I muſt return an anſwer to the kmg. 


\ 


© Princeſs of Biſnagar will undoubtedly - 

« weigh down in his heart that goodnefs 
© which he would ſhew me upon other 
© occaſions; but what woman beſides the 
© Princeſs of Borneo can touch a ſoul fo 
© inſenſible as mine? What roſe can 
© boaſt a colour ſo beauteous as that 
© which ſhines on the cheeks of the 
© lovely Sirma? Or who can ſhew ſuch 
© divine charms as appear in her face, 
and from which the heavens themſelves 
© ſeem to borrow their ſerenity ? Hope 
© not, feeble mortals, to come in compe- 
* tition with my adorable princeſs ; ſhe 
© deſerves to give laws to the whole uni- 
© verſe. But whither does my paſſion 
© hurry me?” ſaid Samir-agib, mourn- 


fully interrupting his own extravagances, 


* Alas! the more charms that princeſs is 
miſtreſs ot, the more tears the privation 
of her muſt coſt me. But why ſhould 
© I ſhed tears? Can I burn with a more 
© glorious flame? — Ah! charming Prin- 
ceſs of Borneo! you have not yet power 
enough over my heart; a love ſo vio- 
© lent as mine ought to ſerve as an exam- 
* ple to all the world. Let us break a 
© timorous ſilence, endeavour to obtain 
© you of the king my father; and if nei- 
© ther my prayers, ſubmiſſiveneſs, nor 
© tears, can move him, let us teach man- 
© kind that it is dangerous io irritate a 
© heart that looks upon death as the end 
of miſery." | 

Samir-agib went out of the grove in 
this reſolution, and left Ghionluk as much 
ſurprized as afflicted at what he had 
learnt. - The prince his fon was very 
dear to him : he had a great kindneſs for 
my ſiſter and I, (continued Satche- Cara; ) 


but the kingdom of Biſnagar inclined 


him in favour of Donei-Kerin. He re- 
tired, nevertheleſs, very uncertain. what 
to fix upon; and, after having rejoined 
his train, he locked himſelf up in his 
apartments, and would be ſeen by na- 
body. His mind was in great agitation 
all the reſt of that day and the following 
night; but, his ſon's ſatisfaction being 
dearer to him than that which he expected 


from ſeeing him united with Donei- 


Kerin, he no longer heſitated what to do, 
but ſent for Samir-agib. My-ſon,” 
ſaid he to him, © I know what paſſes in 
* the bottom of ycur heart: you are in 
© lovewith'Sirma; and, whatever reaſons 
© I may have to oppoſe this paſſion, I 
« yet approve it, becauſe it is, I find, the 
chief happineſs of your life. But as the 
authority I have over the Princeſs of 

| | pets Borneo 
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= Borneo might induce the world to be- 


« lieve that I made uſe of that power to 


« unite- vou together, we muſt think of 

« ſome means to bring it about without 

« endangering my honour.” | 
Samir-agib at theſe words was as much 


amazed as it is poſſible to imagine. He 


bluſhed, bent his eyes to the ground, and 
was ſome time without anſwering the 
king his father, fearing that monarch 
might make uſe of this artifice only to 
diſcover his paſſion for Sirma; but, being 
come a little to himſelf, he thought he ſaw 
ſo much ingenuouſneſs in Ghionluk's 


actions, that, throwing himſelf at his 


feet— Ah! my lord,” ſaid he, embracing 
them, © how can I expreſs the ſenſe I have 
of your goodneſs? You reſtore me to 


molt fatal deſpair. Yes, my lord, I 
adore the lovely Sirma. The blood 
| that joins our families has ſo bound our 
hearts to each other, that nothing but 
death can diſſolve fo lovely a union; 
and, fince your majeſty is willing to 


ayoid wounding your delicacy in this 
point. The princels is of age to fill a 


throne; give me leave, my lord, to 


herin; and there I am in hopes love 
alone will prevail with her in my fa- 
vour.” f 

© How ingenuous is your paſſion!” re- 
plied Ghionluk, embracing the prince his 
jon, Go then, ſaid he, inform your 
« princeſs yourſelf of this news, and make 
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© all the neceſſary preparations for con- 


s ducting her to Borneo. | 

I was with my lifter (continued the 
young Indian princeſs) when Samir-agib 
entered her apartment. Joy ſparkled 
in his eyes; and he was fo tranſported 


with the converſation he had had with 


the king his father, that it was ſome time 
before he could ſpeak. He embraced 
Sirma's knees in a rapture. © Charming 
< princeſs, faid he, at length every thing 
* confpires to my good fortune; Donei- 
* Kerin is now no longer mentioned; 
vou are from this day Queen of Borneo: 
I have juſt received orders to prepare 
* every thing for placing you upon the 
* throne of that kingdom; there you will 
5 be abſolutely miſtreſs of your own will; 
and there I will live and die your ſlave.” 
My fiſter felt an infinite deal of joy at 
this news; ſhe raiſed up Samir-agib, 


life in the very moment when perhaps 
I was going to give myſelf up to the 
conſent to it, there is a ſure way to 


pes her upon that of her anceſtors : 
orneo 1s the fitteſt place for me to win 


— 


8 


My dear couſin, ſaid ſhe to him, * my 


'© will ſhall be always . ſubmiſſive t 


* your's, ſince from this day I accept you 
© for my lord and huſband; and I ſhell 
© never think myſelf happy any longer 
© than while I enjoy your tenderneſs.” 

I was preſent at this converlation, | 
which gave me inconceivable 1atisfa&tion, 
(continued Satche-Cara :) it ended in 
new aſſurances of love; and the prince 
then retired to give orders for our depar- 
ture, which was fixed for the fifteenth 
day following. During that time my ſiſter 
received the compliments of the principal 
lords of Java, everyone of them, in order 
to ingratiate himſelf with the young 
prince, whoſe paſſion nobody was unac- 


wege with, made magnificent pre- 


ents to the new Queen of Borneo; and 
our apartment, which was generally ac- 
ceſſible to none but Samir- agib, was open 
to every body durihg the time we were 
to ſtay at Java. 


This, Madam, (continued the young | 


Indian princeſs) was the beginning 

my misfortunes. A Jew named Iſaac 
Mier, as I learned afterwards, made a 
wrong uſe of this liberty: he ſaw me; I 
had the misfortune to pleaſe him; and he 
had the inſolence to raiſe his wiſhes even 


to poſſeſs me. As he knew not what 


way to bring about his deſires, he had 
recourſe to a famous inchantreſs named 
Doubana, and promiſed her a conſidera- 
ble ſum, if by her art ſhe ſhould makeme 
inclinable to return his paſſion. 
Deubana, under the moſt modeſt ap- 
earance in the world, inſinuated kerfe!f 
into the palace: ſhe got acquainted wit 


ſome of my women-ſlaves, and engaged. 


them, with my permiſſion, to-go.to make 
merry at a little houſe which ſhe had in a 
delicious place called the Fountain cf 
Roſes; becauſe, indeed, there is a ſpring 
there that takes it's ſource from the fort 
of a roſe-huſh, which hears flowers all 


the year round; it was not two Jeagnes 


from Java to that houſe. My women at 
their return gave me ſo delightful an ac- 
count. of it, that I was curious to be a 


judge of it myſelf. I would have per- 


ſuaded my ſiſter to have gone with mc, 
but ſhe was too much taken up with pre- 
paring for her voyage; and I let Dou- 
bana know that I would come the next 


day to fee her country houſe, accompa- 


nied only by eight of my women and 


twelve black eunuchs. . 
I was received by that perfidious vo» 


man with all the appearances of the ſn- 
7 cereſt 
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cereſt reſpect. After having ſeen the 
houſe, which was very neat, I Went do. n 


into the gardens. As it was yet pretty 


hor, Doubana preſented me with a veil 


of a roſe-colour, which I put upon my 
head; but I was hardly covered with it, 
when I found an unknown fire running 
from vein to vein: I was ignorant what 
- it was that I felt; a langvithing tender- 


neſs had ſeized all my ſenſes; and I was 


aſhamed to think of the reflections on 


which my mind was then employed. In 


ſhort, Madam, I walked off alone from 


my train, muſing upon the extraordinary 


circumſtances I was in. Modeſty in- 
duced me to be deſirous of folitude ; I 


turned into a little wood, and had ſe- 
veral times walked over all the alleys, 
when Iſaac Meer, whom I did not. yet 


know tor what he was, accoſted me with 
an air very full of perplexity: I-then 


grew ſenſible of my imprudence; and 
would have avoided the ſight of that man 


by hiding myſelf in my veil, when; I ſaw 


him at my knees declaring his love in 
terms I was hitherto unacquainted with. 
J at firſt repulſed him, without making 
myſelf known ; but, as he followed me 
whereſoever I, went, I was reſolved to in- 


form him of my quality; by this means 


I thought to have put an end to his im- 
portunity. But what was my wonder 


' when the inſolent ſpoke to me thus: [ 


am not ignorant, Madam, that I ad- 


dreſs myſelf to the Princeſs Satche- 
Cara, nor how much diſtance there is 
© between her and me; but my love is 


« ſtronger than all the refle&ions I can 
make to extinguiſh it: confent with a 


good graces Madam, continued he 
impudently, to unite your deſtiny to 
mine, or all the powers upon earth can- 


not ſave you from being forced to do 
6 it,” | . : Bd. 
I trembled with indignation at theſe 


inſolent threats; but, whatever venom lay 
hid in Ponbaua's veil, it had not at all 


the eſſect that was probably expected 
from it. I could no longer endure the 


boldneſs of the Jew, * Wretch,” ſaid I, 


in a tone full of anger, whoever thou 
art, fly from my preſence this moment, 


if thou wouldęſt avoid the puniſhment 


thou deſerveſt! 0 


Ifaac Mier was ſurprized at the firm- 
neſs with which I ſpoke to him; he flew 

away trembling, and went to give the en- 
chantreſs an account of the little ſucceſs 


he had met with, * 


I remained quite loſt in my reflections, 
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and could not recover from my ſurprize, 
when Sidhim, one of my. maids, came 
running to me—* Ah, Madam!” cried 
ſhe, in a terrible fright, © what place are 
© wecome to? The famous enchantreſs 
that is miſtreſs of it, has groſsly de- 
ceived, us by her virtuous appear. 
ance, which would have binded any 
body. That baſe woman conſpires 
againſt your honour. I was behind a 
thick row-of roſe-buſhes, when I ſaw 
a man in great diforder accoſt her, and 
. whiſper ſomething which I could not 
hear. Doubana Kodied for ſome mo- 
ments; and then, directing her ſpeech 
to him Let not the princeſs's reſiſt- 
** ancediſturb you, ſaid ſhe to him; 1 
e will ſoon deliver her to your deſires; 
* only take care of one thing: it is but 
% a ſhort half-quarter of a league from 
“ hence to the habitation of Firnaz, who 
6 iscalledthe Genius of Wiſdom; hinder 
ce the princeſs from turning her ſteps to · 
« wards her palace. All my power is uſe. 
6 lefs if once ſhe ſets her foot there; and 
«© we may both repent the undertaking 
«« weareembarkcd in as long as we live. 
“Go back, therefore, immediately to 
“ Satche-Cara, and do not leave her 
until I come to you; I will in the mean 
be time give ſuch orders as are neceſſary 
* for breaking this ſtubborn virtue of 
„ her's.”- Ah! let us fly this mo- 
ment, my dear Sidhim, cried I; I 
© tremble all aver: let us fave ourſelves, 
if poſſible, from this pernicious abode, 
and fly to ſcek the protection of Fir- 
LB ©” | TNF as 
Twoyoung hinds frighted by the noiſe 
of the huntſmen, could not have run 
more ſwiftly than we then did. We fortu- 
nately met with a little door that opened 
out of the garden into an avenue full of 
thorns and brambles, and which in ſome 
places was ſo narrow, that it tore our 
faces and hands. We, {lighting this ob- 
ſtruction, made our way through a thou- 
ſand buſhes that dyed us all in blood, 
and we ſoon perceived a little palace of an 
antique ſtructure, which I judged to be 
Firnaz/'s by the difficulty there was in 
getting to it. We were now but a few 
lieps from it, when the perfidiovs en- 
chantreſs, who rendered it of a ſudden 
inviſible, ſtopped up. our paſſage by a 
wide river which appeared before our 
eyes. This at firſt frightened me; but 
chuſing rather to die than fall into Dou- 
bana's power, I took Sidhim by the hand, 
aud precipitated myſelf with her into the 
Ee oats ey We 
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team, when I found myſelf pulled back 
by my cloaths. You fly in vain,” ſaid 
the deceitful enchantreſs to me; I ſhall 
© now. make you obey my pleaſure.' ' I 
tried to no purpoſe, Madam, to move her 
by my tears and entreaties: the villainous 
ew that accompanied her, gave me to 
underſtand that nothing could diſſuade 
him from his reſolution ; and they were 


carcying back Sidhim and me towards 
the Fountain of Roſes, when a nightin- 


le, flying to me with all it's ſpeed, 
2 my ſhoulder, and dropped 
in my breaſt a ring of gold. ic 

I looked upon this ring as a preſent 
from heaven: I preſently put it upon my 
finger, and had no ſooner implored Fir- 
nas aſſiſtance, but Doubana and the Jew 
fell backwards; the river that had ſtopped 
me from entering the Genius's palace 
diſappeared from before my eyes, and I 
no longer ſaw upon my head the en- 
chantreſs's pernicious veil. 

In that fituation, Madam, (continued 
the Princeſs of Borneo) I left this vile 


ſorcereſs and the execrable Jew; and, 


entering into the palace of Firnaz, I found 
my diſpoſitions entirely changed from 
what they were before. 

The Genius received Sidhim and my- 
ſelf with extreme tenderneſs. © My dear 
children, faid ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to 
me, © few perſons of your age and ſex 
are diſpoſed to viſit me. My name 


«A 


ſeldom approach my palace till they are 
worn out with age, or debauched with 
ſenſuality. But, ſince you ſought my 
protection, it was but juſt that I ſhould 
counter- act the infamous Doubana in 
ſending you the Ring of Reflection. 
This ring is of mighty efficacy: it 
rectifies in youth the violence of our 
paſſions, and teaches us to follow with 
pleaſure the ftrit rules of untainted 
purity; and, though you have leſs need 
of ſuch a ring than another, preſerve it, 
I conjure you, as an eternal pledge of 
my friendſhip; for it will ſhortly fire 
you in the choice of a fpouſe worthy 
of yourſelf.” 5 

Mighty Firnaz! propitious Genius! 
anſwered I, proſtrating myſelf at her 
feet, © how am I obliged to you for this 
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© ſcaſonable aſſiſtance? The remem- 


© brauce of it will be gratefully impreſſed 
on my mind even to my dying hour: 
© but, to this unmerited goodneſs, add 
© one inſtance more; tell me, I beſeech 
* you, who is this odious creature with 


alone is become ſo diſguſtful, mankind 


[| 


* 


© whom the ſorcereſs would have united 
6 me?” 8 

The Genius, Madam, as I have the 
honour to inform you, ſoon acquainted 
me that the audacious villain was the ſon 
of a Jew, and called himſelf Iſaac Mier. 
She then drew his character in ſuch hi- 
deous colours, that I tremble to recite 
the danger I have undergone. 

But, Madam, faid I to the Genius, 
© muſt this perfidious magician ſtill con- 
© tinue to ſeduce, with impunity, the 
© young and unexperienced; and the in- 
famous Iſaac receive no puniſhment for 
© his crime?” | FA 

My dear daughter, replied: the Ge- 
nius, this truly laudable reſentment 
highly delights me. I have already 
anticipated your ſevereſt wiſhes. Dou- 
© bana ſhall be puniſhed in that way 
« which moſt ſenſibly affects a woman x 
© ſhe is driven with ſhame and confuſion 
from the Fountain of Roſes; her figure 
is become ſo frightful, as to inſpire 
* mankind with horror. As for the 
© Jew, he is from this hour confined to 
© a large iron cage, where four monſters 
© ſhall continually drain off his pureſt 
© blood, if any thing pure can flow from 
© a body ſo contaminated as his; and in 
© this condition' he is doomed to end his 


days, overwhelmed with the ſtings of a 


© guilty conſcience.” ; 
This method of executing juſtice 
pleaſed me wonderfully; and having 


again thanked the Genius, I deſired her 
to permit me to return to the palace of 


Ghionluk. She tranſported me thither in 


an inſtant; where, after re- aſſemblin 


my women and eunuchs who had attend- 
ed me to the Fountain of Roſes, all Java 
was informed of this ſurprizing adven- 
ture. As Firnaz had charged herſelf 
with the puniſhment of thoſe wretches, we 
thought no more of them; but, parting 
from Java, we happily arrived ſome days 
after at Borneo. My ſiſter was then pro- 
claimed queen, and immediately pub- 
liſhed her nuptials with the prince her 
couſin. 1 | 

The uncommon good qualities of Sa- 
mir-agth were ſo well known at Borneo, 


that they were delighted with his acceſ- 


ſion to the throne. Nothing was to be 


ſeen but joy and feſtivity for upwards of 


a month; and the principal lords of Bor- 
neo invented every day diverſions to 
entertain the new king. 


1 confeſs; Madam, 1 could ao Sd; 


my fiſter's good fortune without ſome 


degree . 


r 
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degree of regret; and I conceived ſuch an 


high opinion of her happineſs, that J in- 
ceflantly wifhed to be as grand as the 
Queen of Borneo. 

One evening, as I was walking in the 


gardens of the palace with Sidhim, I 
w ſomething glitter at my feet on the 


gravel; I picked it up haſtily, and found 
K to be a picture in miniature, enriched 
with diamonds of an extraordinary ſize. 
F-gazed, but not without ſome emo- 
tion, on this lovely picture, which repre- 
ſented a young man of exquiſite beauty. 
Upon conſulting the Ring of Reflection, I 
perceived my heart violently attached to 


the original; but, diſtruſting the ſurprize 


FE was m—*< Where are you, powerful 
«* Fernaz?” cried IJ. Surely you will 
© never approve that I ſhould fo ſuddenly 
© abandon myſelf to fo flattering an in- 
© clination, which draws me to ſo charm- 
© ing an object. You may reſign 
© yourſelf without reſerve to the ſecret 
© motion with which Love has inſpired 
© you,” replied a voice, which I knew to 


be that of the Genius, without ſeeing 
ber. The prince whom that picture 


© repreſents ſhall be thy ſpouſe. I was 
trauſported with joy to hear the Genĩus 
of Reaſon authorize me to love a prince 


ſo compleatly perfect; I flattered myſelf 


that I ſhould one day be advanced with 

him to enjoy —_— felicity. 0 
Judge, Madam, if I flattered myſelf 

without a cauſe. | | | 


Saying this, ſhe put into my hand a 
little gold box which contained the pic- 
ture of her lover. I had no ſooner opened 
It, than I cried—* O Heaven, what do I 
* ſe! What! is this the picture of 
your intended ſpouſe? Satche-Cara 
was aſtoniſhed at the exclamations I 
made. Do you know then,” ſaid ſhe 
very earneſtly, * this prince? Ah, Ma- 
* dam! if you do, anſwer me directly, I 
© conjure you?” I heſitated a few mo- 
ments; but the princeſs growing impa- 
tient, I was obliged to tel} her I owed 
my life to the little Eoulaman-Sang- 


hier; who, it ſeems, was all this time her 


lover. This prince,” ſaid I, © is ve 

£ well accompliſhed, and extremely well 
made: I fay nothing of his other 
charms, as that picture reſembles him 
to the life. It is true, his great ſoul is 
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only defect, if it may be called one, 
that belongs to him.“ I then recited 


the particulars or the combat between 


Fd 


encloſed in a little body; which is the 


the Prince of Achem and Coſayb, and 


acknowledged, in a few words, the obli- 
gation I was under to the prince. 
The young Indian being put to 2 


_nonplus, ſhe conſulted her ring with great 


attention; and, after a conſiderable pauſe, 
replied thus: What! though the ſize of 


this prince is but little, as you aſſure 


© me, that defect is of no conſequence, 


provided the goodneſs of his heart com- 
< penſates for the ſhortneſs of his ſtature, 


© The Genius who is my protectreſs 
© 15 too wiſe to ſuffer me to be matched 
© with an unſuitable perſon. However, 
let us ſubmit without complaining of 
© our deſtiny, and patiently reſign our- 
© ſelves to the diſpoſal of the god Vich- 
© nou.” | | | 

She then reſumed the thread of her 
hiſtory in the following terms, 


The lively impreſſion this picture 
made in my mind, kept it always before 
my eyes; and, whenever J attended the 
king and queen to the chace, I withdrew 
purely to indulge che dear delight of 
gazing on it alone and without inter- 


ruption. 


One day, as I was thus occupied, a 
violent ſhower of rain overtook me. 
Darkneſs ſucceeded the ſtorm; and, when 
I would fain have gained the middle of 
the chace, my horſe being ſtartled at the 
thunder and lightning, ran with me 
through unknown paths. Night was at 
hand; and, being greatly perplexed, I 
alighted; and leading my horſe by the 
bridle, perceived a light, at a great diſ- 
tance, to glimmer through ſome trees. 
Turning my ſteps that way, the fur- 
ther I walked, the further it appeared. I 
followed it near an hour, without being 
aware of the danger to which I was ex- 
poſed. At laſt, being heartily tired, 1 
tied my horſe to a tree, laid down, and 
ſlept very comfortably. . But when I 
awoke, judge, Madam, if you can, the 
terror I was in to ſee myſelf on the verge 
of a tremendous precipice; for if I had 

roceeded a few ſteps farther, I ſhould 
infallibly have been daſhed to pieces. I 


recollected, as ſoon as my fright would 


permit, that I was conducted to this 
place by one of thoſe elementary ſpirits 


who ſport themſelves with the lives of 


perſons travelling in the dark. Altering 
my courſe, I proceeded very flowly for 
about an hour; when I found myſelf on 
the- ſea-ſhore. I was now dreadfully 
alarmed. z for not a ſoul appeared to put 

5 me 
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| meth che right road. In the midſt of 


this cruel 8 out ſtarted four ne- 
© 


groes from behind ſome rocks; and ſeiz- 
ing the bridle of my horſe, they took me 
in their arms; and, in ſpite of my cries 
and entreaties, bore me to a ſhallop juſt 
by. Twovf theſewretches rowed with 
al their might; while the other two pre- 


vented me from plunging into the ſea, 


till they reached a ſhip which rode about 
half a league from the place where I was 
{6 unhappy as to loſe my _— =o 

They preſented me to the matter of th 

veſſel, who was a very tall luſty man, 
and whoſe thick hanging  eye-brows, 
louring aſpe&, and ſhort wry neck, 
were frightful enough. He carried me 


into his cabin; and accoſted-me with an 


inſolent air: Dry up your tears, ſaid 
the brute, and thank the great Pro- 
t phet that he has deſtined you to the ho- 
© nours of my bed.“ Far from comply- 
ing with his orders, I redoubled my tears. 
The hardened villain, without regard- 
ing my anguiſh, approached to embrace 
me; which ſoprovoked me, that I ſnatch- 
ed à poniard from his fide, and plunged 


it directly into his heart. The noiſe of 


his fall alarmed and brought ſeveral. of 
the crew into the cabin, which rung with 
their cries. I ſtill held the poniard in my 
hand, and was juſt going to turn the point 


of it to my own breaſt, when one of them 


held my arm. It was the cruel Na- 
Four, the unworthy ſon of him whom I 

had juſt killed. Perfidious!* ſaid he, 

foaming with rage; the death you are 

. -© about to inflict upon yourſelf, is too 
mild and too glorious. No, you ſhall 


* expire.under the moſt excruciatiig tor- 


© ments ingenuity itſelf can invent. My 
hands and feet were preſently chained; 
and, when I was turned down into the 


hold, the principal officers were ſum- 


moned to determine the manner of my 
execution: but while they were thus con- 
ſulting about my death, a ſail appeared 
ſteering directly towards them. A thirſt 
for prey ſuſpended. all thoughts of ven- 
geance: Nakour addreſſed himſelf to the 
attack; but, when he ſaw the enemy 
hoiſt his flag, he trembled for the event, 
as he well Knew it to belong to the cele- 
brated Faruk. This latter had never 


been vanquiſhed. . Fortune and the ſea, 


which are ſo inconſtant to others, were 


hitherto ſubje& to him. Our ſhip being 


boarded, an obſtinate NA nn : 
i laſt, Nakour and the ſtouteſt part of 
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his crew being killed, the reſt were oblig- 
ed to ſurrender their arms. 
queror entered, and viſited every part of 
our ſhip; and being informed of the cauſe 
of my chains, he highly applauded the 
reſohition I had taken; and, having or- 
dered me to be unbound, I was with the 
reſt of the priſoners conducted to his 
_ and that of Nakour was immedi- 
ately ſunk. | 1 


Beoehold, Madam, (continued Satche- 
Cara) behold the ſource of all my woes! 
You ſee how the ſtars perſecute me: they 
ſet me as a mark for the wicked Jewz 


and, if I had not owed my eſcape to a 
miracle, I infallibly ſhould have allen a a 
victim to his horrid deſigns. Afterwards, 
I fell into the hands of a brutal corſair; 
and now I am become the capture of 
another. And though I have nothing to 
apprehend from Faruk, yet it muſt be 
allowed a chain of misfortunes have al- 
ways attended me; aid, notwithſtanding 
the predictions of Firnaz, I ſee no like- 
lihood of a period being put to my afflic- 
a 711 


9 


THE, CONTINUATION--.OF THE 'HISs 
TORY OF: GULGULI- CHEMAMEz _ 
PRINCESS OF TEFLIS, _ | 

1 Uſed, my lord, (continued the loyel 
Georgian) every effort I. was milnela 

of to diſpel the melancholy of this captive 

princeſs. And, indeed, her grief began 

viſibly to abate; when we were encoun- 
tered by a ſhip whoſe poop and maſts 
were gilt, and whole ſails were of a flame 
coloured ſattin. This ſingularity in- 


ſpired Faruk to attack this veſſel, though, 
by her appearance, ſhe could not be a 


corſair; however, upon giving the ſignal, 


they engaged with prodigious ardour and 
intrepidity. ; 25 
| The commander of this ſhip was a 
black about ſix feet high. He expoſed 


his perſon to every danger; and, by his 


preſence and example, ſo animated his 
ſoldiers, that they all tought like a com- 
pany of heroes. th 2 
This warrior, who ſeemed to recover 
new ſtrength, leaped into our ſhip; and; 
as ſoon as he beheld Satche-Cara and 


myſelf, he hewed down all that ſtood in 


his way. | Ws : "5 

Faruk began now to be greatly alarm- 
ed at the unexampled courage of this 
mighty hero; and, believing that himſelf 
2000 5 


Pd 


The con- 


of their 


* 


lone Was able to him, cloſed 
with him. Neyer, my lord, were cham- 
pions ſeen to exert more fkilt and cow- 
fage; the ſoldiers on each fide ſuſpended 
their blows, that they might behold thoſe 
ive commanders. At 
haſt, Fortune decided the victory; or, to 


more properly, the arms of the 


lack captain were better tempered thaw 
thoſe of Faruk, who received two largs 
wounds, which he ſunk under. Tn this 
gondition, the corſait thought it no diſ- 


| 8 ſurrender. I am vanquiſhed 
for 


for the firſt time, ſaid Faruk: © but, 
© Sir, if you will yu me my life, I ſhall 
9 be eternally indebted to your genero- 


0 3 Rife, then, ſaid che conqueror, 
peac 


zeaching him his hand. Others, per- 
* haps, might have loaded you with 
© chains; inſtead of which, I admit you 
s amongſt the number of my friends: 
© and, as z proof of my eſteem, I reſtore 
you your ſhip, with all her company, 
© except theſe two princeſſes, whom I 
demand as the reward of wy victory. 
How great ſoever the paſſion might be 
with which I had inſpired Faruk, (conti- 
nued Gulzuli-Chemame) he ſtrove to 
ſuppreſs his affection when the conqueror 
claimed Satche-Cara and myſelf. The 
© life, Sir, ſaid he to the black captain, 


© which you offer me, is leſs dear to me 


© than one of theſe princeſſes; however, 

II yield her up: and, though penetrated 

© with a lively ſenſe of my loſs, I do not 
| _ at your good fortune.” 

The young princeſs and myſelf were 

more dead than alive; and having ten- 


dely embraced each other, we were on. 


che point of jumping into the ſea, rather 
than become a prey to the black captain; 
When this illuſtrious warrior, taking off 
His tarban, diſcovered a face which be- 
fore was concealed under a very fine black 
ctape. We were all ſtruck with amaze- 
ment: but nothing could equal the aſto- 
niſhment of Satche-Cara and myſelf; ſhe 
perceived in the conqueror the original. of 
E picture, and I beheld all the + Aro 
ofthe little Prince of Achem. 
fixed like a couple of ſtatues; when the 
Hero, ſmiling at our ſurprize, directed his 
: ch to me, © You are not deceived, 
'* moſt amiable Gulguli-Chemame. The 
© prince who is now in your preſence is 


not unknown to vou, though he muſt 


never appear under his former 
© character. The - Fairy Mulladine, 
©who-groticted me from the tyranny of 
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© the hiſtory of whi 


We ſnot 


9 * 

© Cofayb, extends her favours even 
* yond my molt vs e 8 

ch T am going to re- 
hte to you. Saying this, he conducted 
Satche- Cara, Faruk, and myſelf, to his 
own ſhip, where we were yepoſed on 
cuſhions of embroidered gold; and, af. 
ter Faruk's wounds were dreſſed, which 
were not dangerous, he thus began. 


THE CONCLUSION OF THE HISTORY. 
OF BOULAMAN SANG-HIER,PRINCB 
or ACHEM, | 


TT is e Madam, for me to ex · 

preſs the extreme anguiſn I endured 
when I ſaw you aſcend your ſhip, and af. 
ter you was embarked. As I had not 
the happineſs to obtain a place in your 


affections, deſpair ſeized my mind, and 


- next reſolution centered in death. Full 
of this deſign, I went back to the palace, 
and directed my ſteps to the edge of that 


canal where I was once fo happy as to 


oblige the Fairy Mulladine. +» be- 
ing agitated by fome unknown impulſe, 
I took a reſolution to put a period to my 
days. This thought was no ſooner con- 
ceived than executed: I threw myſelf 
headlong into the water; and, after ſome - 
firuggling, ſunk to the bottom. But 
how was the ſcene amazingly changed, 
when I found myſelf in a palace of cryſ- 
tal, repoſed on a ſopha of 4 77 amber! 
Aſtoniſhed at this miracle, I thought it 

was but a dream; when the Fairy appeared 


to me again. My lord, ſaid ſhe, © yu : 
1 am 


« diſtreſs grieves me much; and 

© ſorry, as you love Gulguli-C ne, 
© that I cannot with all my art aſſiſt your 
© paſſion: a ſtranger, it ſeems, is deſtined 
© to poſfeſs her hand and her hearts 


© However, be comforted; I will affiſt” 


© you to chuſe another miſtreſs from 
among a numberof the moſt charming 
© princeſſes in the -univerſe.* Saying 
this, ſhe uttered to herſelf certain myſte- 
rious words; and, from that moment, 
Madam, I confeſs, I perceived in a 
heart that the extreme paſſion which I 
had entertained for you, gave place only 
to an eſteem for you. And 'now the 


Fairy, having entirely changed my ſen- 
timents, led me to a private cabinet; 


where, upon looking into an enchanted 
glaſs, I faw ſome of the moſt beautiful 


. in the univerſe. A great num- 


2 *,  Mikntioly | 


"Sox 


> — ly. 'Satche-Caraz her appearance re- 


newell thoſe delightful tranſports in a 
more lively manner than I ad, ever felt 
before. Z | 7 ma 

At theſe laſt words (continued Gul- 


guli-Chemame) the Princeſs of Borneo 
bluſhed extremely, and was about to m- 


terrupt the prince; who, perceiving her 
35 — prevented her reply. Per- 


s mit me, ſaid he, Madam, firſt to fi- 


5 niſh a hiſtory fo particularly rare and 


s uncommon as mine. Then, reſum- 
ing his diſcourſe, he thus proceeded. 


———ů—ůů ; 


As foon as the Fairy obſerved the riſ- 
_ ings of a freſh paſſion for this amiable 


erſonage, ſhe raillied me very agreea- 


| Wet You ' fee,” my lord, faid ſhe, 
* how effectually the charms of the 


s brown lady can obliterate thoſe of 
Gu 1 9 
s thing may be wanting to compleat 
your —. fortune, I will repair in an 
i inſtant the injuſtice you have received 
from Nature. Drink this liquor with- 
gut fear, and you ſhall ſoon perceive it's 
„ pp affeſt,” No ſponer had I obey- 
ed the Fairy, than I felt a ſtrange kind 
of tremor run all over iny body, and m 
limbs ſeemed as if they were disjointed, 
| al my whole frame, without altering my 
eatures, became proportioned juſt as you 
new behold. But this is not all, ad- 
ded Mulladine, I intend to do for you; 
1 will fend your picture to the prin- 
4 ceſs, who muſt crown your utmoſt 
«4 wiſhes, and you ſhall receive her's in 
return. S$he then preſented me a box 


_ enriched with diamonds; in the bottom 


. of which was pourtrayed the adorable 
Satche-Cara, adorned with all thoſe 
graces of which ſhe is now poſſeſſed; 


and having encloſed my reſemblance in 


{ſuch another box, ſhe further informed 
we that, in a ſhort time, it ſhould have 
the like effect on her heart; as her picture 
had already had on mine. 

I was ſo tranſported with a ſenſe of 
the Fairy's goodneſs, that I proſtrated 
myſelf at her feet without being able to 


utter one word. She raiſed and tender- 


ly embraced me. Go, my lord,” faid 


the, © go and deliver the dear obje& of 


* your affections from a miſerable cap- 
Lr atthe ſumg dme, ſet Gul, 
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jon : but not ſo when I beheld the 


* 


the winds, I 


But, that no- 


ed with joy when the princeſs a 


Te 
© guli-Chemame at liberty. The Fairy, 
having diſguiſed me with her veil {or 
der to ſurprize you the more, 2 bly 
+ in this gilded veſſel; and 
d, have wafted me where 
my preſence was moſt ry. I have 
obeyed the commands of Mulladine; 
ang am ſo kappy as to have executed, in 
a ſhort time, all that can contribute tomy 
future happineſs, if the charming Satche- 
Cara is diſpoſed to follow without re- 
luctance the wiſe counſels of the Fairy 

my protectreſs. e | 


tranſported 


+4 


The Prince of Achem havipg: finiſhed 


bis narration, (continued Gulguli-Che- 


mame) the Princeſs of Borneo refuſed, 
her conſent, while her heart was ſtrug-' 
gling between a tenderneſs for theprince 
and the great modeſty with which ſhe 
was inſpired by the Fairy Mulladine and 
her Ring of Reflection. But, after J had 
ſtrongly preſſed her, ſhe no longer ſeru- 
pled to confeſs that ſhe loved this charm- 
ing prince from the moment ſhe 1 
his picture, | : | F 
Boulaman Sang-hier was overwhehn- 
ized 
him of his good fortune with her own 
mouth. He expreſſed a tender and live- 
ly ſenſe of the many and great obligati 
he was under to Mulladine, when that 
Fairy ſuddenly appeared in a ſhip far 


more ſplendid and magnificent than that 
of the Prince of Achem, which had all 


this time been concealed in a cloud which 

had rendered her inviſible, 164 
The Fairy was accompanied b. 

King and Queen of Java, and Sr 


Samir-agib and the princeſs his ſpouſe. 
I come, ſaid. Mulladine, * fo crown 


© my work.—Behold, my lord, ſaid the 
to 2 chere are the 
© only perſons who could oppoſe your 


© good fortune; and they are now fo fa. 


© vourably diſpoſed, as to conſent hear. 
« tily to your union with the beautiful 
4 Satche- Cara.“ F 4 : 


They all embraced each other with 5 


great tenderneſs; and the Falry, wha 
was unwilling to defer their bliſs any 


longer, tranſported them jn an inſtant to 


Borneo; where, after Faruk was cured | 
of his wounds, the nuptials of this illu t 
ſtrious pair were celebrated with feaſt- 


ings, triumphs, and a thouſand other dev 


. monſtrations of Joy. * 


2 
* — 
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THE CONTINUATION OF THE HIS- 
TORY OF GULGULL-CHEMAME, 
PRINCESS Or TEFLIS.,  *' 


OR my own. part, (continued the 
beautiful 2 however ſoli- 
citous I might be to find the prince whom 
my deſtiny had allotted for me, I was far 
from being tired with this illuſtrious 


. company. Faruk was reſolved not to 


forſake me; and, following the example 
of the Prince of Achem, he converted the 
violence of his paſſion into a high eiteem 
for my 
day, ſince I have not the happineſs to 
© be choſen by the great Prophet to re- 
'< inftate you in your kingdom, I cannot 
© contribute Jefs to your good fortune, 
'© than to affiſt you in your ſearch after 
' © the prince whom the ſtars have ordain- 


ed for that purpoſe.) As I was fully 


ſatisfitd of this man's ſincerity, (a 
virtue ſeldom found in perſons of his 
profeſſion) I made no difficulty in cloſ- 
ing with his offers, and, without the leaſt 
heſitation, put myſelf again under his 
protection. 8 5 


At length, my lord, after a conſidera- 
ble ſtay in Borneo, I embarked with Fa- 


ruk. The winds were very favourable 
the firſt three or four days; but on the 
fifth there was ſuch a ſurprizing calm, 


that we could neither advance nor put. 


back. Though Faruk's uneaſineſs by 
this delay was different from mine, he 
neglected nothing which might ſerve to 
divert my chagrin during a calm of nine 
days. To diſpel which, he ſfrove to 
amuſe me with ſeveral entertaining hif- 
_ tories; and, as he was very polite, and 
poſſeſſed a large ſhare of good ſenſe, he 
acquitted himſelf fo well, that I heard 
him with prodigions delight. But, 


© Sir,” ſaid I to him, among all theſe 


£ ſingular adventures, am I to be left 


E ignorant of your owh?' Your. con- 


duct to me hitherto makes me ſuſpe& 
© That you are different from what you 
appear to be; and therefore I am more 
© curious to know your hiſtory than any 
I have hitherto heard,” | 
My ſuſpicions were e con- 
firmed; for Faruk, by an involuntary 


* - figh, diſcovered that my curioſity had 


brought ſomething painful to his remem- 
* brance. © You have, Madam, too much 
power over my mind, replied Faruk, 
© for me any longer to conceal from 


rſon. Madam, ſaid he one 


% 


— 


} 
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an life has almoſt 'alwa G 4 
marked with ſome forrowful cataſ.. 
* trophe.” , 14 | _ 


THE CONTINUATION OF THE HIS 
TORY OF OUTZIM- OCHANTEY, 
PRINCE OT CHINA. 


Us Tas the Princeſs of Teflis (conti- 
nued Ben- Eridoun) was about to re- 

late to Outzim-Ochantey the hiſtory of 
Faruk, Gulpenhe entered the hall. She pre- 
ſented her hand to the young Prince of 
China, and led him to a cabinet, in which 
was a carpet of gold and ſilk ſtrewed 
over with flowers of an odoriferous ſmell. 
He was then preſented with roſe- water 
to waſh his hands, and his beard was 
perfumed with a fragrant compoſition 
encloſed ina veſſel of gold. After this, 
a magnificent collation was ſerved up; 
whictkrbeing ended, Gulpenhe ordered all 
her women to withdraws - 
The prince trembledat this order; and 
Gulguli- Chemame, who was not ex- 
cepted, gave him ſuch a forrowful look 
at parting, that he was once inclined to 
riſe from the ſopha, and leave Gulpen- 
he to herſelf; but, conſidering ſuch a 
ſtep would be highly imprudent, he was 
conſtrained to ſtay; and though the prin- 
ceſs uſed every artifice to engage his af- 
fections, he received all her careſſes with 
coldneſs and indifference. 
A behaviour like this would have 
highly diſguſted any other but Gulpen- 
he; but that princeſs either feigned her- 
ſelf ignorant of this indifference, or elſe 
attributed it to ſome other cauſe than 
that of contempt. She appeared, how- 
ever, highly delighted with his conver- 
ſation, till the hour of parting, arrived, 
when ſhe conſigned him to the care of 
Kauroum, who was an old and faith- 
ful gonfidante of her pleaſures. The 


prince followed her; but, in paſſing 


through a kind of dark gallery, ſome- 
body jnguttoully flipped into his hand a 


_ billet, the ſubſtance of which was couch- 
ed in the following terms. 


C II is difficult _—_— long to reſiſt 
the tender impreſſions of that for a 
< perſon, you havejuſt now quitted, But, 
my lord, I am opinion you may clude 
her artifices, Diſſemble a while till 
<.you can deliver me from this miſera- 


you who I am, © Prepare, then, ts hear ble captivity. I hope to ſee you to- 


- 
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r marrow at the combat of tygers, with 
« which King Kuſeh intends to enter- 
«© tain Prince Atabek. If there is no 
« ſpeaking with you then, I will con- 
$5 trive- towards evening to convey you 


. . + into my apartment, where. I have a 


5 thouſand things to ſay. - 


| 5 b Outzim-Ochant kid this letter a 


thouſand times; and now his fidelity be- 


ing ſtrongly confirmed, he lay down with 
a heart full of exceſſive joy. 
The next morning Gulpenhe, purſu- 


ing her deſign, ſeat to the prince, before 


he was well awake, a baſketembroidered 
with gold, in which was a magnificent 
rich ſcarf ; intimating, at the ſame time, 
that it would be very agreeable to the 
princeſs if he was diſpoſed to riſe. 
As the apartments of the princeſs were 
expoſed to all comers, he flattered him- 
ſelf that Gulguli-Chemame would be 
there. He was not miſtaken; for this 
latter was appointed to receive the prince, 
if he arrived before the princeſs was 
awake e but, as Gulpenhe had this meet- 
ing too much at heart to ſleep Tong, the 
young prince could do no more than juſt 
aſſure his miſtreſs that he would love her 
for ever. 0 
The indifference with which the prince 
had received Gulpenhe's paſſion, had af- 
fected her ſo much, that this princeſs 
enjoyed but little ſleep. She was not 
willing that this conqueſt ſhould eſcape 
her; and ſhe no ſooner knew of his being 
with the Princeſs of Teflis, than ſhe ſent 
for him. ere were few-perſons in her 
chamber when ſhe left her bed, and be- 
ing clad in an affected negligee, ſhe ap- 
peared ſo charming, that the prince had 
certainly been enſnared, if he had been 
leſs fortified.” The princeſs, without tak- 
ing the leaſt notice of his indifference, re- 


ceived him with a great deal of joy: ſhe - 
' cauſed him to be ſeated on a ſopha; and, 
\ bending her ear towards him, aſked him 
very obligingly why he. neglected to put 


on the ſcarf ſne had ſent him; telling him, 
at the ſame time, that he was ſurely ig- 
norant of it's great value. Madam,” 
replied the prince, I did not dare to ap- 
pear in this court with fuch a glorious 
© unmerited mark of your kindnefs: but, 
© {inte you are pleaſed to permit me, I 
will do myſelf the honour to wear this 
© illuſtrious proof of your goodneſs.” 


Their converſation had held near an 


hour, when Prince Atabek, who knew 


5 
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time to'tell the Prince of China that, 
after dinner, he ſhould find her at the 
combat of tygers; and that he ſhould 
place himſelf at as little diſtance as poſ- 
ible, . becauſe ſhe defired to have ſome 


farther diſcourſe when the diverſion was 


ended. l a , * 
be prince obeyed her orders, and 


fixed upon a place heneathher balcony ; 
and as Gulguli-Chemame was on the 


ſame ſide with Gulpenhe, his eyes were 
always turned towards the former, with- 
out giving the leaſt umbrage to the 
latter. | eee * 
During the combats of ſome leſſer 
animals, Atabek entertained the Princeſs 


Gulpenhe with great politeneſs, and vi- 


vacity. This being ended, a monſtrous 


tyger, and a prodigions large lion, were 


let into the area; and after they had 
fought near an hour and a half with 
equal ſucceſs, and with inconceiveable 
rage and fierceneſs, they rolled over each 
other directly under the balcony where 


Gulpenhe was placed. The ladies, that 


they might take a better vie of tlie en- 
gagement, all bent forwards; but, while 
they were in this attitude, the Princeſs of 
Teflis dropped from her finger a ring; 
on which an eagle was os in a 


jewel. O heavens !* ſhe cried, N 


it near thoſe outrageous animals, mu 
I to-day be fo careleſsly unhappy as to 
* loſe the only real good I poſſeſs?” 


Gulpenhe was ſo touched with the ex- 


treme anguiſh of her favourite, that ſhe 
called out, but in vain, to the keepers, 


to pick up the ring; no one was handy 
| enough to execute her orders, thovgh the 


offered a conſiderable reward: when, 


behold! the Prince of China leaped into 


the area, aud picked up the ring the 


princels had dropped from her Hnger. | 


Luckily for him, the lion and tyger had 
ſpent the greateſt part of their ſtrength 
in the long fight they had ſuſtained ; but 
as ſoon as they ſaw the prince, they 
quitted each other, as it were by conſent, 
and turned all their rage againſt him. 
The prince was only armed with a ſabre; 


which was, however, ſo well tempered, 


and he wielded it with ſuch ſucceſs, that, 
leaving them both dead, he returned un- 


hurt with the ring te the Princeſs of 


A 5 
If the intrepidity of the prince aſto- 
niſned the king and all the ſpectators, 


Gulpenhe was ſurprized to the laſt de- 


870%: 


"m3 
that the princeſs was always eaſy of ac- 
ceſs, entered ſuddenly, She had but jult 


/ 


EF, 


— 
Tree. She began now to open her eyes; 
— rightl og that pe coldneſs 
with which ſhe was treated proceeded 
from the charms he had diſcovered in her 
favourite, ſhe could not indeed publickly 
difapprove an action fo truly heroick : on 
the contrary, ſhe beſtowed high enco- 
miums on the prince ; but conceived, at 
the ſame time, a lively reſentment againſt 
the preference he had given to the Prin- 
peſs of Teflis. 1 
With reſpect to King Kuſeh, be wa 
ſo little accuſtomed to atchievements of 
this ſort, and was ſo charmed with the 
behatiour of the young prince, that he 


perfectly loaded him with careſſes. An 


action ſo fuperlatively great as this, 


ſaid the monarch, deſerves the higheſt - 
s praiſes, and the largeſt rewards: and I 


© would, young ſtranger, find how to 
- © recompenſe ſo muchwalour, if there be 
any thing in my kingdom that is wor- 


« thy of your acceptance; and if there 


be, demand it boldly: if it be one of 
0 my daughters, I can refuſe you no- 
F ing. \ 1 
9 replied with great 
modeſty to theſe encomiums of the king. 
My lord, ſaid the prince, a private 
s gentleman, as I am, ought not to aſ- 
© pire to the honour of your alliance ; I 
am not {o ambitious: but, ſince your 
© majeſty has aſſured me of your elde 
© and neſs, permit me to make one 
© ſmall requeſt in favour of Gulguli- 
© Chemame; which is, that ſhe may be 
© Tet at liberty,” bo | 
The king, my lord, was ſtill more 
aſtoniſhed to ſee this young man ſet ſuch 
a narrow bound to his wiſhes, which he 
eſtcemed as nothin 
thoſe immenſe ti 
Was ready to honour him. 
© Gul | 
© ment her own miſtreſs, replied the 
monarch, embracing the prince; © and I 


c heartily wiſh ſhe may make you a ſuit- 


© able acknowledgment: and I believe 
© the princeſs my daughter will not op- 
* pole my will,” 
Gulpenhe was almoſt choaked with 
rage 3 theviſible contempt the prince en- 
tertained for her charms threw, her into 
deſpair :. but being a perfect diſſembler, 
ſhe embraced the Princeſs of Teflis with 
all the marks of tenderneſs and ſincerity; 
and taking from her hair a cluſter of 
jewels of prodigious worth, ſhe joined 
this as a preſent to the liberty ſhe had 
had juſt obtaig edc. 
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' with her preſence ; but 


in compariſon to 
ures with which he 


li- Chemame is from this mo- 


floor, and whom they ſoon 


creeping from under the table, what | 


U 


Georgian was in the 
utmoſt confuſion; joy and terror had 
ſucceſſively made ſuch impreſſions on 
her mind, that ſhe was fallen into a 
ſwoon. , She could ſcarce believe, when 


The beautiful . 


' ſhe was recovered, that her dear prince 


was alive, when he even informed her 
he had obtained her liberty. + - 
They returned to the palace; and the 
king ordered an apartment for the prince; 
and being invited by Prince Atabek to'a 
repaſt, that he might give Outzim-O- 
chantey the greater pleaſure, he cauſed 
Gulguli - Chemame to e the table 
is princeſs was 
more attentive to the behaviour of Gul- 
penhe than to the honours which were 
id the prince her lover. She remarked, 
in ſpite of all her artifice, ſomething ſtiff 
and reſerved in her looks and behaviour; 


and even her very jeſts had a tincture of 


that rancour which predominated in her 
heart. In ſhort, ſhe was very uneaſy, 
as ſhe was too well acquainted with the 
genius of this malevolent princeſs, _ 
Supper being ended, and paſling inta 
a magnificent hall, they were entertained 


with a fine congert of vocal and inftru- 


mental muſick. Gulguli-Chemame took 
an opportunity to tell the prince not to 
come to the place appointed in her letter 
but gave him the key of a wardrobe which 
communicated to her apartment, _ 
The concert being finiſhed, the prince 
retired to the chan der which they had 
prepared for him; and diſmiſſing-all his 
attendants, he haſtened to the wardrobe 


of the Princeſs of Teflis. As he was 


greatly fatigued, and not chuſing to be 
ſeen, U concealed himſelf — Figs table, 
which was covered with a lar 
He fell into ſuch a profound ſſeep, that 
the princeſs, after ſhe had put Gulpenhe 
to bed, entered the wardrobe without 
giving him the leaſt diſturbance. As ſhe 
did not perceive her lover was come, ſhe 
fancied 


could not execute his promiſe; 
but, not deſpairing of his appearance, ſhe 


lighted two wax-candles ; and placing 


them on the table, ſhe laid down on a 
ſopha, and fell preſently after into a calm 
ſeep. But, my lord, how great was the 
ſurprize of theſe two lovers, when they 
were awaked by a violent noiſe of a per- 
ſon falling with all her weight on the 
ceived to, 
be the Princeſs Gulpenhe in the very 
agonies of death. O heavens! cried 
the prince, dreadfully frightened, and 

«f 


Ie 


iP 


* . 


carpet, 


not? Alas l' replied Gulguli-Che- 
mame; would to God it were a dream, 
it would quickly be diſpelled! But, 
* unfortunately for us, this is a ſorrow- 
_ « fultruth! The princeſs, animated with 
© revenge, has entered my apartment with 


« a deſign to deprive me of life; but 


Heaven, who always preſerves the inno- 
« cent, has giver arm another _ ! 
« Jud u by theſe fragments of this 
4 * So the convulſions of the 
+ unfortunate Gulpenhe ! 

Watching for you, my lord, I grew 
1 ſleepy, without knowing you was ſo 
| © near; and I ſlept fo quietly, thit when 
t the princeſs, with the help of another 


* key, ſtole hither without doubt to put 


an end to my life, ſhe had filled this 
# tube with a powder which was pdi- 
\* ſoned, and then applied it to my hoſe ; 
7 when ſuddenly awaking; I fneezed with 
© ſuch violence, that, inſtead of receiving 


© it in = noſe, it went into her mouth; 


According to all appearance, this poi- 
© ſon is of ſo ſubtle a nature, that ſhe fell 


* baekwards upon the ſpot; and, as you 


4 ſee, is juſt ready to expire. 


The prince, being ſhocked with the 


blackneſs of this deed, reſolved forth- 
with to abandon the wretched Gulpenbe 
to her fate. Let us fly from an object 
* fo full of horror, ſaid he to the prin- 


ceſs, © that we may clude the wrath of 
the king; for, though we are entirely 


* innocefit, theſe appearances will cer- 
“ tainly condemn us. Ah, my lord!* 


Fn the princeſs, © how ſhall we fly? 
The 


| ites of the palace are all guerd- 
ed. t, continued ſhe, _—_ her 
eyes on theprince's ſcarf; * Jed, my lord, 


_ © I perceive our remedy mult ſpring from 
the ſource of this evil. This Fark is 


_ © enchanted, and will deliver us from 


* perils wherever we are; for it renders. 


* thoſe who wear it inviſible till it is 
© turned ; and it was to fecure you from 
© being ltandered, s you paſſed to and 


fro in the palace, that the princeſs made 


© this extraordinary preſent; which vir- 
© tue ſhe had wen, We btedly yet ex- 
1 I to you. | 10 yy 

he princeſs then put on the ſcarf, 
and became inviſible immediately; nor 
did ſhe become Viſible to the prince till 
he had turned it again. . : 
While the two lovers were waiting for 


Cay, that they might eſcape the king's 
— the convulſions of Gul 


. 


Pd 
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+ fatal object is this? Am I aſleep or 


redoubled. Her eyes emitted only a 
feeble kind of Juſtre, and which, upon 
fetching her laſt ſigh, were for ever ex- 
tinguiſhed: ſhe died in their arms; and 
in a moment after looked ſo horrible; 
that, notwithſtanding her former ill in- 
tention; theſe two lovers could not refrain 
. „ 

ie gates e palace being at length 
eee lovers made a eſcape by 


means of their ſcarf; and, without be- 


ing perceived, walked to the next village 


- where they refreſhed themſelves ; and | 


then purſuing their journey, they made 


no ſtop till they were clear of the domi- 


nions of King Kuſeh. They had how 


time to reſt ; and the prince, recollecting 
the adventure of the ring, defired the - 
princeſs to explatn_ the reaſons whielt | 


rendered it ſo precious to her. It is & 
© preſent,” {aid ſhe, © which my grand: 
© father Zal-Reka made me, and put it 


on my finger when he was dying; 


which was a circumſtance in the hiſtofy 
of my life I had forgot to inform you 
of, He aſſured me that, when my 
misfortunes were drawing to an end; 
I ſhould perceive in this ring, as in a 
glaſs, in what manner I ſhould regu- 
ate my conduct: but I was to take 


for from that moment it would loſe all 
it's virtue. I know not what poſſeſſed 
me to wear it at thę combat of tygersz 
but you now may judge of my diſtreſs; 
when I dropped it from my finger. I 


ſhall be for ever obliged to you tor the - 


unparalleled proofs you then gave me 

of your love and intrepidity.” 

Permit me, Madam, replied Out- 
zim-Ochantey, to examine this inva- 
© luable ring. Beſides, it is high time 


© that we ſhould even conſult it. 


The princeſs then pulled out a little 


perfumed pprſe, in which the ring was 


preſerved. She preſented it to the prince, 
pronouncing, at the ſame time, ſome 
myſterious words taught her by her 
grandfather ; when on a ſudden it darted 
fuch rays of light, that they were both 
of them dazzled with it for ſome time. 
After the light was abated, the princ# 
examined the rmg with great attention + 
he beheld in miniature, and in order, all 
the adventures of this princeſs. Here 


King Kuſeh was ſeen in all the agonies 


of deſpair for the death of Gulpenhe : 4 
ſtately monument was erected to her me- 


mory z and as theſe two lovers . | 
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This new diſcovery which they had 
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be the ſole ainhors of her death, a con- 
ſiderable reward was ſet upon their 


made of the virtue of the ring, rejoiced 
them exceedingly. They fead in it every 
day, if I may fo ſpeak, how they ſhould 


conduct themſelves; and regulating 


themſelves by it's inſtructions, they pur- 
ſued the road to Georgia. 35 
They had now travelled more than 
two months; when, forgetting one morn- 


ing to conſult their ring, they had ſcarce 


proceeded a league, before there aroſe a 


great fog which quite obſcured the day, 


and involved them in thick darknets. 


This prodigy aſtoniſhed our adventurers; * 


but the prince having taken out a car- 
buncle, which he had received as a pre- 
ſent from Amedi, it emitted ſuch a bright 
light for twenty paces round them, that 
they could eaſily conlult their oracle. 

If the carbuncle was uſeful to them 
for the preſent occaſion, how great was 
their grief to find, by their ring, that 
they mult be ſhortly ſeparated, and meet 


no more, till they had each of them ſur- 


mounted ſeveral dangerous adventures! 
The idea of their ſeparation drew tears 
from their eyes when, in the midft of 


' their grief, the horſe on which the prince 


was mounted ſuddenly took fright, and, 
in ſpite of all his efforts, carried him out 
of fight. The princeſs followed him 
ſome time by the light of the carbuncle; 
but thathght ceaſing, and it being very 


dark, ſhe was obliged to ſtay tiil it grew , 
light; when, in about an hour after, the 


day began to appear again. The princeſs 
was almoſt in deſpair for the loſs of her 
lover. To compleat her misfortunes, the 
prince had carried away her ring; ſo 
that ſhe was at a loſs what courſe to 
ſteer; and, afjer having ſearched in vain 
for the prince, ſhe refolyed to direct her 


way for the kingdom of China; where, 


after a tedious journey, ſhe arrived, not 

doubnng of his appearance there, either 
ſooner or later. | 

4 

THE CONTINUATION OF- THE HIS- 

TORY OF GUEGULI-CHEMAME, 

' PRINCESS OF TEFLES. + | 

hs bees OCHANTEY, my lord, 

(continued Ben - Eridoun) had 

deen abſent from his father above fix 


| * Nanquin is one of the chief cities of China, whey ie is certain Fanfur reigned. 


- 


years. The good King Fanfuf; believ- 
ing him to be dead, was at length re- 
ſolved to give his kingdom a new heir; 
It was not more than three months after 
the king had raiſed to his throne a v 
beautiful flave, before Gulguli-Chema- 
me entered Nanquin *, the reſidence of 
the king, and capital of China. As ſhe 
did not deſire to be known, ſhe concealed 
er jex under the habit of a man; but, 


in ſpite of this diſguiſe, that graceful 


eaſe and charming air diffuſed all over 


her perſon, rendered her not the leſs 


obſerved by the inhabitants of Nan- 
quin. - | 
Fanfur, with his new ſpouſe, were 
ſtanding at-a window in the palace the 
very inſtant the princeſs paſſed by; and 
being defirous to know who this ſtranger 


was, ſent word that he ſhould be glad to 


ſpeak with him: Gulguli- Chemame ap- 
peared before the monarch; and, with a 
truly charming air, informed him that 
ſhe was the ſon of a Prince of Georgia; 
that ſhe only travelled for pleaſure ; and 
that ſhe was called Souffel, and ſhould 
make no long ſtay at Nanquin. | 

The Queen Kamzem (for that was 
the name of the ſtave the king had ex- 
alted to his throne) was preſent when 
the princeſs paid her court to Fanfur. 
She repreſented how much beneath his 
grandeur it would be to ſuffer a ſtranger 
of Souffel's rank to have apartments out 
of his palace. The good king, following 
the exampie of perſons at a certain age 
who marry young women, was entirely 
governed by bis wife, and highly ap- 
prepped of this advice, which was given 


rather from a principle of love than a 


generoſity to Souffel. She conld not but 
perceive a viſible diſparity between the 
latter and her huſband ; and, as ſhe ne- 
ver had any inclination for, the king, lit 
appeared odious to her from this mo- 


ment, and her heart conceived a violent 
paſſion for the young Souffet. 


The favourable reception that the 


queen gave Souffel did not give the leaſt 


alarm to Fanfur; who, thoroughly ſa- 


tisfied witlr the > ror of the queer, 


foon prepared for the entertainment of 


Souffel; and the queen was not long be- 
fore ſne diſcloſed what paſſed in her own 
heart. i | ; 


Gulguli-Chemame, who attributed the 


'Eindneſs of this princeſs to quite a dif- 
ferent motive, was aſtoniſſied at ſuch a 


. 


ſudden 


/ 1 


— 


— 


duden and preſſing declaration. She 
ſtood fixed like a ſtatue; but the queen, 
putting a too favourable conſtruction on 


this ſilence, purſued thus: I love you, 
my lord, ſaid ſhe, and I hate the 
king; and Lam fo powerful in Nan- 


« quin, that, if you are a man of ſpirit 


and reſolution, it is eaſy for me to give 
« you the throne of China. 
« {elf poiſon the king; and I only wait 
« your approbation of this project.” 
The princeſs, trembling at this diſ- 
courſe, ſtarted back with horror. O 
© heavens, Madam!* cried ſhe, that 
© ſuch a baſe deſign ſhould ever enter 
« your heart! And can you believe me 
© capable of ſuch an execrable attempt? 
Judge better of Prince Souffel, Madam; 
© and know, that I would not accept of a 
© throne on a leſs condition than to pu- 
© niſh you for a crime, the bare mention 
© of which has filled me with horror. 
The 7 5 of Nanquin, being con- 
vinced of ; 
ment her love was extinguiſhed, and rage 
and vengeance took poſſeſſion of her 
heart; but difſembling her reſentment— 
My lord,” replied ſhe, © we eaſily for- 
get our duty when we are captivated 
© by love; and you cannot but own that 


upon forming this ſtrange proje&t. I 
thought the enjoyment of my perſon 
alone was too little to offer you, and 
that a thione would tempt you. It is 
a glorious thing to reign; and I can- 
not put the crown on your head with- 
out the death of my ſpouſe : os lince 

ou diſapprove of my propoſal, you 
— at leaſt be avatefal for the good- 
neſs which a woman of my rank has 
for you; and conſider that a refuſal 
can only be paid for but by death.* _ 

The Princeſs of Teflis, beſides the 
impudence of Kamgem, remarked a great 
eee in her countenance, when 
the King of Nanquin entered the apart- 
ment of the queen. His unexpected ar- 
rival greatly diſconcerted Kamzem : ſhe 
was ſo confounded, and the princeſs in 
ſuch a diſorder, that the king was not 
able to comprehend the caute of their 
confuſion. What is this, Madam,” 
ſaid he to the queen, which I perceive 
© in your countenance, and an that of 
© Prince Souffel ? Does my preſence diſ- 
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© tutb yon? - No, my lord, inter- 
rupted the queen very briſkly, taking her 


refolution on the ſpot. If you ſee me 


in a ſurprize, it proceeds from this 


I will my- 


er imprudenice, in that mo- 


the exceſs of my paſſion has put me 


TARTARIAN: TALES.” IT 
propoſal. He is come, 


*\young hero's | 
continued ſhe, to throw himſelf at my 
feet, in order to obtain your permiſſion 
« to fight with the blue centaux, which 
* will appear to-morrow before the city- 


gates; and he will loſe his head if he 


© does ot conduct him alive to- one of 
* your priſons.” 

Though the Princeſs of Teflis trem- 
bled at the beginning of this diſcourſe, 


| ſhe immediately took the hint, though 
ſhe was an utter ſtranger to the blue cen- 
taur. * My lord,” {aid ſhe to Fanfur, 


© I do not retratt my word to the queen; 


and I earneſtly beg that you will not 


© oppole the deſign I have conceived to 
© rid you of this monſter,*- * * - - 


The King was aſtoniſhed at this reſo.: 


lution of Souffel, and at firſt oppoſed his 


deſign, © I admire your intrepidity, ſaid * * 
he ; © but I greatly doubt the ſucceſs of 


your undertaking. But ſince the queen 
© has defired my conſent, go, my lord 
© and be well aſſured that an ample re- 


ward attends the execution of ſo dan- 


© gerous an enterprize.. 


THE HISTORY OF THE BLUE CEN» 
Y 9v are to underſtand, my lord, 

4A (purſued Ben-Eridoun) that, not 
far from the city of Nanquin, there ſtood 
a little mountain, at the foot of which 
was acavern; from which, for five years 


paſt, on a certain day, iſſued forth a blue 


centaur, who, approaching the gates of 


the city, carried away with hina hoth 


cows aud oxen; ſeveral arrows had been 


diſcharged againſt him, but to no pur- 


oſe, for his {kin was harder than iron. 
The king had , ſeveral ſnares ſet, all 
which he eluded with great addreſs; and 
though that monarch offered confider- 
able rewards for him, either dead or alive, 
nobody was able to ſeize him; and all 


who had endeavoured periſned in the at- 


tempt. But to return to Gulguli-Che- 


mame. This princets, after ſhe had ſa- 


luted King Fanfur, very reſpectfully re- 
tired to her chamber; and, having in- 
formed herſelf of the hiſtory of the blue 
centaur, rightly conceived that it would 
be much eafier to circumvent him by 
ſome artifice than to ſeize him by force. 


With this view, ſhe was reſolved to avail 
herſelf of Gulpenhe's enchanted ſcarf, 


which luckily remained with her in the 
moment of her n ion from the Prince 
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of Chinaz and at length hit upon the fol- 


lowing expedient I am going to relate to 


2 majeſty. She demanded of the 
ing of China a chariot to be drawn by 
two ſtrong horſes, ſome large iron chains, 
four great copper veſſels, a tun of the beſt 
wine, and ſome cakes made of tde fineſt 


of meal. | 


Fanfur having complied with theſe de- 
mands, the princeſs ordered them to be 
laid in the chariot; and being directed 
to the place where the centaur made his 
retreat on the eve of the preceding day, 
the went thither in her chariot; and hav- 
ing placed the veſſels on the ground, filled 

them with the wine ſhe had brought; and 


having ſcattered the cakes about in piece - 


meals, ſhe retired to a little 3 
wood, where, having turned her ſcarf, 


he paſſed the night in great perplexity. 
As foon as the morning began to 
dawn, the princeſs awoke; and from the 


place where ſhe was concealed; àrſtinctly 
faw the blue centaur coming out of his 
cavern. 
copper veſſels, and the odour of the wine 
ctrew him near; but firſt he taſted ſome 
of the pieces of the cake, and finding 
them to be exquiſitely good, he greedily 
devoured the reſt; and after that, ſwal- 


lowed all the wine. He had taken in 


ſuch a large quantity of the wine, that, 
being thoroughly intoxicated, he could 
ſtand no longer, but was ſoon obliged to 


jay himſelf down on the earth, and fell 


into a profound ſleep. 


7 
. 


The Princeſs of Georgia perceiving 
this, ran quickly to ſecure the blue cen- 
taur; with the chains ſhe bound him ſo 
Faſt as to render it impoſſible for him to 


break them, ſhould he exert all his 


might; and having with ſome difficulty 
faſtened him to her chariot, ſhe mounted 
it herſelf, and then moved towards the 


city, whoſe gates were opened to receive 


her. : 

The rumbling of the chariot diſſipated 
by degrees the fumes of the wine the cen- 
taur had ſwallowed; he appeared in the 
utmoſt aſtoniſhment on perceiving him- 
{elf bound; and when he found that all 
his efforts to obtain his liberty availed 
him nothing, he lay down to be conduct- 

ed like another beaſ t. 
All the inhabitants of Nanquin were 


#rack with terror and admiration: Gul- 


guli-Chemame alone appeared upon the 
chariot, with the blue centaur, modeſt and 


„ e of the prineipal gods of the Indians. * 


* 


He was amazed to ſee ths four 


* e PPP 2 RF „ 
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rares THEE © © 


ſerene. They had now advanced a good 
way into the city, when their march was 
interrupted by the funeral of a young 
Chineſe, whoſe father wept bitterly for 
his death; while one of his bonzes, whe 
conducted the funeral pomp, chanted 

merrily a kind of hymn in praiſe of Ram 
and of Viehnou*. The blue centaur 


raiſed his head at that inftant ; and hav- 


ing for ſome time attentively furveyed the 
ceremony, he burſt into ſuch a violent fit 
of laughter as almoſt deprived him of his 
breath, and at the ſame time threw the 
princeſs into the utmoſt conſternation. 
The princsſs, as we obſerved, beheld 
with ſurprize this ſudden ſally of mirth: 
but ſhe 2 not proceeded far before it 
was conſiderably increaſed; for, in pat- 
fing through a great place, the centaur 


broke out again into larger fits of laugh- 


ter at the people, who looked with plea- 
ſure-on a young thief faſtened to a gib- 
bet, and who was juſt going to be turned 


The more the centaur laughed, the 
more the princeſs was aſtoniſhed. They 
continued their courſe amidſt a prodigious 
throng of people; but when they arrived 
before the gala of the king, nothing 
was to be heard for ſome time but the 
ſhouts of the people, crying“ Long 
live! long live the brave courageous 
© Souffel © at all which tlre centaurlaugh. 
ed louder than he had done before. 
The king, upon theſe acclamations, 
deſcended into the court of his palace, 
leading the queen by the hand. The cen- 
taur fixed his eyes ſteadily upon the 
queen, and then upon the ladies in her 
train; and having {ſucceſſively ſurveyed 
them all, he ſet up ſuck peals of laughter 
a-freſh, that the king, with his whole 
court, were beyond meaſure aſtoniſhed. 

Fanfur aſked the princeſs. why the 
centaur laughed fo heaxiily: ſhe replied ſhe 
could not tell; and then related to him all 
that had paſſed ſince he was taken. Upon 
this the king aſked the centaur himſelf, 
but. received, no anſwer. The centaur 
was then put into a double iron cage 
ſecured with two keys, one of which 
the king kept himſelf, and gave the other 
to Gulguli-Chemame: botlxof them fail- 
ed not to viſit the centaur twice 4-day, 
and treated hint with all the kindneſs he 
could poſſibly receive. 

Kamzem, who reckoned herſelf ſure 
of Souffel's overtlirow, was ſtrangely ſur- 


5 prized 


- / 
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322d to he her defigny defeated. The 


icht of chis accompliſhed prince re- 
kindled her paſſion, and being reſolved to 
attempt the conqueſt of his heart once 
more, ſhe ſent for him under pretence of 
_ congratulating him upon his late victory. 
.  Gulguli-Chemame was forced to obey: 
ſhe attended the queen, who was alone, 
and in her cabinet. You ſee, my lord,” 
ſaid this vile woman, that, in ſeeking 
k your life, I have covered it with glory. 
But let this experiment ſuffice; I love 
ou in ſpite of your rigour; and muſt 
Reely own, if ou had fallen a prey to 
that monſter, I ſhould have died with 
c grief: but, if your heart is not ſoften- 
ed, I have other means to effect your 
ruin. Leave, then, your ſtubbornneſs, 
my lord. No, Madam, interrupted 
Souſtel, neither the aſcendancy you 
have over the king, joined to all your 
* threatenings and intreatics, ſhall force 
* me to violate my hongur. Abandon 


Ss 
c 


4 all wow of ever ſeducing me, and 


.* tremble and fear leſt in the end 1 
* ſhould advertiſe the King of your un- 
-+ governable paſſion 
'Theſe remonſtrances rendered the 
you quite outrageous. * Perfidious !* 
- vial 


{aid the, © thouſhalt inſult my beauty no 
longer! at the ſame time ſhe ſcratched 


her face, and cried out with all her might ; 
then commanded the eunuchs her cries 
had brought thither, to ſeize Souffel, 
while ſhe ran all in tears to the kihg to de- 
mand juſtice upon the Prince of Georgia, 


for-endeavouring to violate; her honour. 


Fanfur being prepoſſeſſed with the 
ſeeming modeſty of is wife, never doubt- 
t d the truth of her complaints. He waz 
in à violent paſſion with Souffel; and, 
without further enquiry, loaded him with 
chains, and conducting him to the priſon 
where the blue centaur was confined, he 
reproached him with his attempt upon 
the honour of his queen, aſſuring bin that 
he ſnould ſhortly be put to a moſt ſhame- 
ful death. tot as i 
As ſoon as the centaur heard theſę 
threatenings, he laughed ſo violently, that 
the vaults of his priſon perfectly echoed. 
The King wa$now more ſurprized than 
ever: this extraordinary laughter re- 
doubled his curioſity, and he deſired him 
to explain the reaſon. upon the ſpot; and 
declared that if he did not deceive him, he 


ſhould be ſet at liberty; otherwiſe he 


"ſhould be put to death before the dayex- 
Tube blue centaur, flattered with the 


hopes of liberty, and frightened with the 
thoughts of death, approached to the bars 


of his cage. © King of Nanquin, faid 


he, will you keep your word?“ 
6 Cwear by my LEE & 4 I will!” 1 


the king, aſtoniſhed to hear the centaur 


ſpeak for the firſt time. Aſſemble, then, 
in this place, xejoined the centaur, an. 
* graridees of your court, the queen, a 

c all her flaves without exception, and 


1 2 in their preſence to give you 


6 all 


the ſatisfaction you can deſire. 
The king, who had a great deſire to 
know the cauſe of his laughter, inſtantly 
ſummoned his whole court before the 
blue centaur. The aſſembly being com- 
pleated, the king called upon the centaur 
to keep his word; but he refuſed to open 
his lips unleſs Souffel was unboynd. 
This defire being executed, he, thus 
addreſſed himſelf to Fanfur: © King of 
* Nanquin, if I:-laughed heartily at the 
funeral of the uke 
his reputed father weep ſo bitterly, 
while one of the prieſts, who it ſeems 
was the real father, maintains a cri- 


© child, it was to ſee 


minal correſpondence with the ood | 
Il his 


might at the ſolemnity; nor could he 


forbear laughing himſelf at his miſtreſs. 


* ” ” 


he himſelf had be 


o 
F 
o 
s 
© man's wife. He ſung with a 
F 
— 
5 
p 


huſband's ſorrow for the loſs of a ſon 


dF 
Again, who could forbear laughing 


on ſceing a thouſand thieves who every 
day rob over and over again the pub- 
lick of immenſe ſums; who, I ſay, 
could help laughing on hearing them 


man whom neceſſity forced to ſteal ten 
ſequins for the ſupport of himſelf, his 


6 

0 

o 

* 
enxtol your juſtice, in exeguting a young 
« 

c 

0. 


Wife aud children; whilſt they, for their 
© extortions, ought to have been in his 
place? | : 


Here the centaur ſtopped, and ſeemed 
as if he would proceed no farther but, on 


— King of Nanquin, do not compel 
me to come to a farther explanation:-I 


6 I En 7 . 
The king, who was now more curi- 


. ous than ever, replied=—* However diſ- 


© agreeable what you have to ſaꝝ to me 
© may. be, I conjure you to diſcover all 


you know. —“ Well, then, replied the. 


centzur, how could I keep from laugh- 
ing with all my heart, to hear the peq- 


ple ſhout—“ Long live the braye 
„ Souffel, the heroick conqueror of the 


6 blue 


- 


the king's, urging him a: freſh, he replied + 


had rather be ſilent than diſcover 
« things which will infallibly torment 


; 
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& blue centaur!ꝰ when at the ſame time 
© I knew that habit concealed a beautiful 
1 young virgin, for whom your ſon, who 
js not dead, entertains a ſtrong paſſion.” 


If Gulguli-Chemame, my lord, bluſn- 


ed at this diſcovery, a livid paleneſs co- 


vered no leſs the face of the queen, whom 
the king beheld with indignation. As 
ſhe ſtood near the iron cage, the centaur 


ſeized her arm. Cruel and laſcivious 
< woman, cried he, your deceit is but in 


part diſcovered to that monarch. When 


© I renewed my laughter, it was to ſee 
© you attended by, a tram who are all 
© privy to your debaucheries; and when 


© the innocent Souffel was unjuſtly ac- 


© cuſed and impriſoned, had not I ſuf- 


© ficient cauſe? Since it is impoſſible a 


© woman could have her honour at- 


© tempted who takes ſo little care of it; 


© for there are two men concealed among 
© your ſlaves who daily diſburden you 
© of the little tenderneſs you have for 


© the king. As theſe were truths eaſy 


to be diſcovered, Kamzem was ready to 
die with fear: the king cauſed her to be 
taken from his preſence; and, in ſpite of 
Gulguli-Chemame's interceſſion, - con- 
demned her, with her two gallants, to be 


- burnt alive; and then ordered all her 


ſlaves to be ſtrangled. © But, Madam, 
faid the king to the princeſs, © how ſhall 
© I repair the injuſtice which a blind 


_ © paiſian for Kamzem hurried me to 
© commit againit you? Happy ſhould I 


© be, if my fon, my dear fon, whom I 
© have ſo long loſt, to whom I under- 


© ſtand you are ſo dear, would, by his. 


© unhoped-for return; acquit me to you, 
© by ſharing with ſo charming a princeſs 
q that crown whoſe weight, ſince his ab- 
© ſence, has weighed me down.” 

The remembrance of the Prince of 


China drew tears from Gulguli-Che- 


meme'ẽs eyes, when the centaur, who was 


now ſet at liberty, thus ſpoke: © King of 
« Nanquin,” ſaid he, © ceaſe to afflict 


4 vourielf—and do you, fair princeſs, dry 


up your tears your ſorrows ſhall ſoon 


© terminate in the return of a dutiful ſon 


* and a faithful lover. Go, meet the 


prince, who, while I am now ſpeaking, 


© 1s entering Nanquin. Saying this, the 
centaur aroſe like a cloud, and vaniſhed 
from all their eyes. | 

The king a 
contain themſelves for joy. The cen- 
taur had performed ſuch wonders as left 
no room to doubt the truth of this agree- 


able news. They went directly to meet 


the princeſs could ſcarce 


the prince, and found him ſurrounded 
with the people, who teſtified by a thou. 
ſand chearful ſhouts the joy they con- 
ceived for his return, 
Outzim-Ochantey would have thrown 
himſelf at his father's feet, but that mo- 


narch prevented him; and, tenderly em- 


bracing the prince O my ſon!* faid 
he, © what ſhowers of tears has your ab- 
© ſence cauſed me to ſhed! But I for 

© all that is paſt, and think only of what 
© has befel me to-day.'—* I am not ig- 
© norant, my lord, of all your ſorrows,” 
replied the prince, and in what manner 
© they are terminated by the Princeſs of 
Teflis. A celebrated enchanter, who 
aſſiſted me to puniſh the perſecutor of 
this adorable princeſs, has- informed 
me of all that paſſed in your court. He 
was ſo firmly attached to my intereſt, 
that he concealed nothing from me 
within the compaſs of his art, and then 
tranſported me hither with inconceiva- 
ble rapidity, after he had apprized me 
of the juſt revenge you have taken on 
Kamzem's infidelity.” 

It is impoſſible to expreſs the pleaſure 
the princeſs felt from the return of her 
lover. She was no longer afraid of loſing 
him again, ſince ſhe received him now 
as the vanquiſher of theperfidious Bizeg- 
el-Kazak. She then expreſſed} an ar- 
dent deſire to be e with the par- 
ticulars of this glorious victory; when, 


J 


EEE 


after he had entered the palace, and had: 


recited to his father all his adventures 
from the moment of their ſeparation, he - | 
continued his hiſtory in the following 
Manner iO nl opts 5 tab 92 24% 


TEE CONTINUATION OF THE HIS- 
TORY OF OUTZIM-OCHANTEY, 
PRINCE OF CHINA. : 
OU very well remember, Madam, 
I could not govern my horſe; for, 
in ſpite of all my endeavours, he carried 
me out of your reach: it is true, the liglit 
of my carbuncle diſpelled the darkneſs 
which covered the earth; but my horſe 
ran at ſuch a rate, that I could ſcarce diſ- 
tinguiſh the objects that ſurrounded nie: 
yet, as far as I can remember, the road 
on each fide was full of dangerous pre- 
cipices, ſo that I could not proceed with- 
out running the hazard of falling with my 
horſe to the bottom. After all, Tam not 
ſure whether the ground failed under his 


feet or not; but falling from his back, I 


ro 
' led 


* 


rolled near a quarter of an hour without 
ſtoppingz and, after remaining ſenſeleſs 
for ſomè time, I found myſelf on a 
n turf, near the mouth of a frightful 
Cave. I was doubtleſs a good while be- 
fare I recovered from the ſwoou my fall 
had occaſioned; and, when I. came to 
myſelf, ſaw nothing near me but theſe 
pits. I entered the cave by the light of 
my carbuncle; I walked near z » hour, 
and met with nothing hut reptilgs of all 
kinds, which fled before me: at. laſt I 
cametoarock,which ſhone ſo bright, that 
it looked as if it was ſet with diamonds; 
on the top thereof ſat an ape of a fiery 
colour. As ſoon as this animal ſaw me, 
he deſcended from the rock, and, pro- 
ſtrating himſelf at my feet, beſtowed on 
me a thouſand careſſes. | 
As I was afraid of being ſurprized, I 
dtew my ſabre in the entrance of the cave. 
The ape then made ſigns to me to ſtrike 
the rock in that part which ſhone bright - 


eſt: I did ſo; and preſently it ſplit in 


two, and diſcovered a black marble ſtair- 
caſe with Reps of ſolid gold. - 


I did not heſitate (continued the prince) 


to follow the ape, who was now: become 
my guide; and having deſcended near 
five hundred ſteps, we arrived at a large 
hall illuminated with twelve cryſtal 
lamps, in the midſt of which was raiſed 
a tomb of white marble, whereon was re- 
preſented ſeveral apes in different atti- 


tudes. This ſight furprized me not a 


little, when I beheld the living ape 
ſprinkle ſome water on them, which he 
from a fountain in one corner of the 
hall; they ſtarted up, bore him in triumph 
to the bafon, and plunged all together 
into the fountain. | 
This fantaſtick ceremony ſurprized me 
greatly; but, while I was waiting impa- 
tiently for the event, there aroſe out of 
the tomb a man of a gigantick ſize, in a 
coat of mail: he advanced towards me 
with his ſabre drawn; I prepared to de- 
fend myſelf; and, after a very obſtinate 
fight, I threw him on the ground; and, 
going to unlace the ſtraps, of his armour, 
how great was my aſtoniſhment to find 


I had all this time only engaged an empty 


piece of armour, artfully diſpoſed, with- 
out a body to occupy it. ; 
Anenchantment of this kind very much 
ſurprized me: I then collected all the ſtraps 
which laced this armour together; and 


7 
throwing them into the fountain, my ears 


Aſna, in Arabick, ſignifies Beautiful. 
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were immediately ſaluted with ſoft ſym 
phonies of muſick; after which I beheld 


ſeveral men and women who had been 
_—_ from thoſe apes and monkies 
who had 


tain. x4 
At the head of this company there ap- 
peared a man of a very majeſtick ſtature, 
cloathed in a long robe of the colour of 
fire, embroidered with gold, and adorned 
with pearls and diamonds :- he accoſted 
me with a noble air—* My lord,” faid 


he, © I have waited impatiently a long 


time for you to put an end to an ad- 
venture on which the future happineſs 
of both our lives muſt depend; ſince, 
* in delivering my ſpouſe from the cruel 
© Kazak, and bydeſtroying that monſter, 
c ng will effeCtually re-eſtabliſh the 
© Princeſs of Teflisin her dominions, and 
6 y—_— poſſeſſed of that charming per- 
© fon. e 

- © You ſtand amazedß my lord, to hear 
that I am acquainted with your paſſion; 


but this wonder will ceaſe when you 
- * come to know who I am.” Then, ſet- 


ting me on a ſopha near himſelf, he thus 
began. ; 33 


: 


THE HISTORY OP BIZEG-EL=ASNA. 


| Y name is well known among the 
enchanters: they call me Bizeg- 
el-Aſna*; not that T am more beautiful 
than another, but to diſtinguiſh me from 
my brother Bizeg-el-Kazak, whoſe fir- 
name was given him to denote the de- 


* 


ravity of his manners. His power has 


een always ſuperior to mine, by means 


'of the evil Genit with whom he holds a 
cloſe correſpondence, and who have in- 
ſpired him with fuch extreme malice as I 
was always unwilling to attain. 

There dwelt near us a beautiful virgin, 
called Sahik. I had often viſited this 


damſel; and, finding a mutual ſympathy 
of inclinations, we ſoon diſcovered it by -- 


a mutual eſteem for each other. As you 
know, my lord, the cloſe connection be- 


tween love and eſteem, the latter was ſoon 


ſwallowed up in the former. I propoſed 
to bind our hearts with the moſt ſacred 
ties; ſhe conſented, and a day was ſet for 
the concluſion of that ceremony. | 

Though there was but little corre- 
ſpondence between my brother and me, 
J thought it would be civil to acquaint 


him 


before plunged into the ſoun- 
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him with our intentions. He not only 
approved of the match, but muſt needs 
- Fettle our nuptials himſelf. Though I 

well knew he was capable of the blackeſt 
deſigus, I imagined that he would at leaſt 
7 3 the ties of blood, little dreaming 


of the bloody treaſons he has of late exe 


cuted againſt me. | 
We enchanters are in general partly 
on a footing in point of ſcience. We 


ean neither deſtroy nor hurt the deſigns | 
of each other, except it be on our wed- 
ding day; and then, during that time on- 


ly, we are deprived of our power; unleſs 
| we efpouſe a Fairy, or an elementary 
ſpirit, which does not make us degene- 
rate. For this cauſe, we ſeldom match 
with ſimple mortals; and when we do, jt 
is with as little noiſe as poſſible, 

' My perfichous brother took this ad- 
vantage. Either he was enamoured with 


my wife, or his own evil inclination diſ- 


poſed him to a& ſo by me. He had the 
aſſurance to accoſt Sahik in a very unbe- 
coming manner. This I at firſt attri- 
buted fo his folly; but perceiving my pre- 
ſerſce ſet no reſtraint to his inſolence, I 
reſented it. He then raillied me for a 
jealous fool; and, in ſhort, extended his 
impudence fo far, that, loſing all patience, 
I vas going to fell him to the ground with 
my ſabre; to prevent which, he touched 
me with his wand. * Be not foraſh,' he 
cried. © Though I am not diſpoſed to 
? ſtain my hands with your blood, I will 
£ puniſh you in away that ſhall more ſen- 
£ fiblyafte& you. Be transformed into 
t an ape of the colour of fire, and be- 
come a witneſs to the happineſs I in- 
? tend to enjoy with your ſpouſe.” _ 

No ſooner had this dious brother 
uttered theſe words, than I took the fi- 
gure of the ape which conducted you hi- 
ther. The traitor received noother treat- 
ment from the amiable Sahik, but what 
teſtified her horror and averſion. He 
then cauſed this marble tomb to riſe out 
of the earth, in which he encloſed that 
armed enchanted figure you defeated ; 
and, after he had changed all my retinue 
into apes and monkeys, he cauſed the pa- 


lace, in which our nuptials were cele- 


brated, to ſink deep into the earth, and 


conducted me to the top of this ſnining 
rock, where I have been confined up- 
wards of a year. 4 | 


© Judge, my lord, what anguiſh I have 
ſuſtained in that cruel fituation. Your 
valour has already, indeed, terminated 


tears running towards us. 
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my misfortunes in part, and there re- 

mains no more than to break theenchant. 
ment of the tomb, to effect which you 
muſt ſeize on the golden chain; but, be- 
fore you proceed, you mult refreſh your- 
ſelf after the combat you have been en. 
C 


THE *ONCLUSON OF THE ADVEN-' 
TUKES OF THE PRINCE? OE CM. 
na. FRE 


I Followed the enchanter (continued 
che prince) into a cabinet, where 1 

ſoon recruited the ſtreugth and ſpirits J 
had loſt with a magnificent collation. 
Afterwards, we returned into the hall; 
and, as ſoon as I had ſeized on the golden 
chain, there- fell from the cieling two 
wy ebe of theſe opening in tic 
middle, diſcovered a monſter in a human 
form from the waiſt upwards. 
. Theſe two monſters, ranging them. 
ſelves on each fide the tomb of white 


marble, endeavoured. to hinder my ap- 


proach; when, beheld! there aroſe out 
of the middle of the tomb a pillar, on 
which was engraved, in letters of gold 
W - eat * om _ 
dent encouraged me; thou 
tadrefalved to engage the vat moniters, 
and, being aided by the enchanter, whoſe 
blows were all well-timed, we vanquiſhed 
every obſtacle ; for the the fiery globes 
and the two monſters, weye allowed 
up; and, on my approaching the pillar, 
both that and tomb, from the bare 
touch of my ſabre, were reduced to 3 
We went down a kind of a trap-door, 
and deſcending a ſtair-caſe hewn out of 
the rock, were. conducted to the banks 
of a river, whoſe waters were very black. 
Here we found a little boat, furniſhed for 
a. long voyage with all forts of provi- 
ſions. The enchanter and myſelf en. 
tering the boat, put off; and falling down 
the ſtream, arrived, about a month after, 
at the mouth of a cave into which theſe 
waters were diſcharged, - 5 Ny 
Though the current which brought us 
thither was very rapid, we were five days 
in croſſing it by the light of my carbun- 
cle ; and we did not recover the light till 
about that time. We then moved but 
2 9 along ns 2 
beheld at a diſtance two women ba 
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oned to them; and making directly to 
the ſhore; leaped out upon dry land, and 
joined them immediately; . Ah, my 
lord i' cries one of them, if you have 
© any pity for the beautiful Sahik, make, 
t haſte and reſcue her from the perfidi- 
© ous Kazak. He has perſecuted her a 
© whole year; and who is reſolved to ſut- 
fer immediately the moſt cruel death, 
« rather than eſpouſe the cruel Kazak.” 
As the charming Sahik has defended 
6 herſelf ſo well, it is time, 5 lord, 
cried I, addreſſing myſelf to Bizeg-el- 
Aſna, to revenge the treaſon of your 
. © perfidious brother. Let us fly to the 
© reſcue of your beautiful ſpouſe, and 
not ſpare a monſter. I am infinitely 


© vbliged to you, interrupted the en- 


chanter; © but there is another method, 
© more ſure and leſs dangerous, for my 
revenge. Kazak is ſo blinded wit 
© his brutal paſſion, that he thinks no 
more of me. I intend he ſhall proceed 
© fo far as even to marry my dear prin- 
© ceſs; then, as ſoon as he has diveſted 
© himſelf of his power, I ſhall puniſh him 
for his wickedneſs to me. 
This reſolution the enchanter commit- 
ted to writing; and inſtructed Sahik, at 
the ſame time, ſo to behave, that Kazak 
might be effectually enſnared; and giv- 
ing what he had wrote into the ſlave's 
hands who was come to implore his ſuc- 
cour Carry this, ſaid he, to your 
beautiful miſtreſs, and tell her here is a 
© remedy incloſed for all her misfor- 
tunes. The flave was out of ſight in 
an inſtant, and acquitted herſelf forth- 
with of her commiſſion ; and, upon Sa- 
hik's opeving the letter, ſhe was ready 
to die with joy to find her dear ſpouſe 
Had recovered his primitive ſhape. Ka- 


zak entering her apartments, ſhe diſſem- 


bled her ſentiments admirably. .< Well, 
my lord, faid the, with an air that ap- 
peared ſerene, * ſince 1 muſt reſolve, I 
* conſent to marry you this day, pro- 


© vided you abſtain three days from con- 


_ © ſurmmating the marriage- ritèes: my 


© handis yours on that condition only. 


Ah, Madam!” replied Kazak, tranſ- 
rYted with joy, © I ſwear by all the ten- 
derneſs I feel for you, your will ſhall 
be obeyed; and may I be for ever de- 
© -prived of my power, if I once violate 
my oath.* Upon this aſſurance, Sa- 


7 


-hik eſpouſed him; and he adorned his 


nuptials with every pleaſure his art could 
furniſh, or his fancy deviſe. 


'/ 


her real ſpouſe. 


During this interval, Kazak omitted 
nothing which might divert the princeſs, 
who grew very _— till the return of 

At laft, to thedreadful 
aſtoniſhment of Kazak, we entered her 


apartment. He would fain have fled; 


but his brother prevented that; and; 
touching him _—_ his wand“ Stay, 
© traitor,” cried he, and makea ſuitable 
* acknowledgment of thy crime. — 
As ſoon as Kazak found his feet fixed 
to the floor, ſo that he could neither ad- 
vance nor retreat, he grew fo outrageous, 
that, without diſcovering the leaſt re- 
morſe, he uttered againſt his brother eve- 
ry thing rage and —_— could poſſibl 
ſuggeſt. Tranſported beyond all bounds, 
I cried—* This is too much, my lord, to 
© be any longer endured; this wretch has 
© lived too long: and ſo, without re- 
rding the interpoſition of his brother, 
firuck off his head. 
The enchanter was no ſ-oner expired, 
but all the people of his retinue, who. 


groaned underneath his tyranny, threw _ 


themſelves at his brother's feet, to im- 
plore his clemency, who received them 
very graciouſlyz and having tranſp 


us in an inſtant to his palace, he baniſh- 


ed, by his preſence, forrow, which had 
ſo long reigned there. After he had in- 
dulged a few moments tenderneſs with 
his ſpouſe, he conducted me in an inſtant 
to Teflis; where having” aſſembled the 
ſtates of your kingdom, I declared to 
them the death of the uſurper; and, at 
the ſame time, renewed in your behalf 
thoſe oaths of allegiance they owed to 
you. He then informed me of the cruel 
trial that the infidelity of Kamzem had 
_ you to for having lighted her love. 

e inſtructed me in the victory you ob- 
tained over the centaur; who it ſeems is 


an enchanter, and was condemned for 


ſome fault to waſte nine years under that 
form, unleſs he ſhould happen to be over- 
come by the addreſs of a virgin, by whoſe 
means he might obtain his liberty. Af- 


ter this, Bizeg-el-Aſna bore me with in- 


conceivable ſwiftneſs through the air, 
and landed me at the gates of Nanquin 
juſt in the inſtant the flames were putting 
a period to the life of the perfidious Kam- 
nem. 

T his narration wonderfully delighted, 
the King and the young princeſs. * M 
dear ſon, ſaid the good father, I can 
* defer your happineſs no longer; I am 
too much obliged to this amiable prin- 
« cels, 
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Sed, not $0'8dmit her with joy for my 


© daughter. But this is nct all; I 
K forthwith ſurrender into your hands the 


© kingdom of China, and I will—' No, 
© no, my lord,” replied the prince, em- 
bracing his knees, you ſhall by no 
© means quit your throne. * If ambition 
© had been my ruling paſſion, I need not 
© want a kingdom, where I can truly ſay 
© I might have enjoyed the affections of 
© the people; but I parted from thence 


. © without regret, purely for the ſake of 


© reviſiting you. The kingdom of Tef- 
© lis 1s ſufficient to bound my utmoſt 


© views; but, if my advice has ſufficient | 


© weight with the princeſs, I had much 
© rather, my lord, be the firſt ſubject in 


your court, than to reign in Georgia,” 


Gulguli-Chemame was ſo charmed 
with this truly noble behaviour, that her 


will ſeemed to be entirely reſolved into 
that of the prince. And Fanfur was 


forced to give way to their united in- 
ſtances ; but on this condition, how- 
ever, that the prince ſhould ſhare the di- 
adem with his father; and, as this lat- 
ter would be obeyed, Outzim-Ochantey 
was proclaimed king. He then eſpouſed 
the Princeſs of Teffis and enjoyed a fe- 


licity with that charming lady, uninter- 


rupted by thoſe accidents to which the 


lives of princes are ſo ſubject. 


Herethe new vizir ages and Schems- 
Eddin declared himſelf highly ſatisfied 


with his diſcourſe. © Thy converſation 


« enchants me, ſaid the monarch, em- 
bracing him: but, my dear Ben-Eri- 
© doun, how is it poſſible that all theſe 
© adventures occur to your memory? I 
©. am ſurprized to hear with what eaſe 


4 8 have related the hiſtory of the 
bo 


rinceof China, together with all thoſe 


© whichare comprized in this narration.” 


+ Ah, my lord!” replied the ſon of A- 
bubeker very modeſtly, © I rather ap- 
© prehend, from your majeſty's obſerva- 
© tion, that I ought to have been leſs 
< prolix in my narrations, and that I 
© I ſhould have paſſed on to the hiſtories 


© of the Prince of Achem and the young 


© Princeſs of Borneo. This I perceive 
©« myſelf; but to this is owing the ſu- 
© ſpenſionofthoſe adventures which could 


not be ſo well related till thoſe of Out- 
© zim-Ochantey were all unravelled.— 


© Never mind that, replied the King of 
Aſtracan; I ſhall not loſe the thread of 
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© your narrations. I well remember how 
* ingeniouſly- you brought Gulpenhe 
© back to the hall juſt as the Princeſs of. 
© Teflis was going to rehearſe the hiſto- 
ry of Faruk the Corſair ; and.obfery. 
© ed, at the ſame-time, you did not ex- 
« plain by what means this princeſs loſt 


to become Gulpenhe's ſlave.— This, 
my lord,” rephed Ben-Eridoun, * was 
a circumſtauce I purpoſely omitted, in 
order to prolong the hiſtory of that cor- 
fair. But, as your majeſty deſires to 
be inſtructed, I will tell you how the 
beautiful Georgian became the ſlave of 
Gulpenhe. _- rip cy wn 
Ihe calm, which had laſted fo long, 
ceated at length; and one night, when 
the ſhip was under full ſail, the princeſs 
was attacked with a great ſickneſs at 
_ her ſtomach. She walked out upon 
the deck to take the air; and bending 


ſtomach, a ſudden ſquall of wind throw- 
ing the ſhip on that fide, ſhe fell. into 
the ſea. Tt was very dark, and they 
did notperceive the loſs of the princeſs; 
but hearing ſomething fall into the wa- 
ter, the x: imagined it was one, of 
the ſeamen. Several planks were di- 
rectly thrown overboard, one of which 
the princeſs happily gained, and float- 
ed about between life and death till 
break of day; when a little veſſel haſt- 


The maſter of this veſſel was a dealer 
in ſlaves; and though the lady was half 
dead, he perceived, as ſhe-was very 
beautiful, ſhe would bear a conſiderable 
price. With this view he took great 
care of her; and the capital of the king- 
dom of Kuſeh being the firſt port he 
landed at, he fold her to the Princeſs 
of Gulpenhe for eight hundred ſequins 
of gold. « N 
Thus, my lord, you have heard all 
the adventures of this beautiful prin- 
ceſs,” continued the ſon of Abubeker; 
and as for thoſe of Faruk, if you pleaſe, 
they ſhall be poſtponed a few days long- 
er: mean while, I ſhall begin ſuch an 
entertaining ſtory, as I dare ſay will 
highly amuſe and divert your majeſty .” 
— Proceed, then, my dear Ben-Eri- 
« doun,” replied the king, © and you will 
© oblige me infinitely.”. The new v'- 
zir, being permitted, reſumed his diſs 


- courſe in the following terms. 


the protection of that brave man, ſo as 


over to diſcharge what offended her 


— 


ening to her ſuccour, took her up. 
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: © adorable girl. You have gueſſed | 


8 1 


Tur HISTORY OF ALCOUZ, TAHER, 
i AND THE MILLER. 


1 lived at Bagdad two young 


merchants, who contracted from 


their infancy ſuch an eſteem and friend- 
ſhip for each other, that they were never 
aſunder. Every body talked of the. 
friendſhip of Alcouz and Taher; and 


as they had neither of them a father, and 


were their own maſters, being reſolved to 


be more clofely connected, they entered 


into partnerſhip, and in leſs than three 


years they made a very great gain. 


* 


ing to your happineſs ? 


Taher, as he was talking one even- 


ing with Alcouz, obſerved that he was 
thoughtful. © What,” ſaid he, is want- 
Our ſtock is 
© increaſed fourfold, and our warehouſes 
© Are ſtored with the beſt of commodities; 
yet I have obſerved, for ſome days 
* paſt, that you are very melancholy, 
© and that you ſeem to delight in nothing 
* but ſolitude. Am I not worthy, then, 


© to be entruſted with your ſecrets ?'— _ 


Ah! my dear Taher, replied Alcouz, 


embracing him, I am aſhamed to con- 


* feſs my weakneſs to you; which, if it 


were poſſible, I would even conceal 
from myſelf; but I feel it has an abſo- 
© late power over my heart. Do you 
© know Behloul * the barber, who lives 


© not farfrom Bagdad bridge? Ves, 


replied Taher; he is better known by 
his daughter's being reputed the hand- 
* ſomelt girl in all Bagdad, than by the 
© lively repartees which have gained him 
© the name he is called by; and I begin 


* to think, by your ſighing, that you are 
F not inſenſiblè of the 'charms of that 


„ Behloul, in Arabick, ſignifies a Jeſter. 


+ Giafter was one of the ſons of [achy, and | 
Barmac, from whom they derived the title of Barmecides. Jachy and his three ſuns were all 


0 
c 
£ 
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© vereign Commander of the Faithful, 
c 
c 
o 
o 
« 
3 


right, returned Alcouz, bluſhing: * I 
* love the beautiful Lira; and I ſhall go 
* diftraſted too, if I do not enjoy her: 


and I believe, from the converſation - 


that has paſſed between us, I am not 
© wholly indifferent to her. I wavered, 
you ſee, whether I ſhould acquaint you 


« with my paſſion, fearing it might make 


© ſome alteration in our friendſhip.” I 


© know,” rephed Taher, that matri- | 


© mony will deprive me at leaſt of one 
half of your friendſhip; but, my dear 
Alcouz, I prefer your fatisfaftion to 
my own; and I will go and endeavour 
to promote your happinels. As you 
know my mother had the honour to 
ve ſack to Giaffer , firſt vizir to the 
illuſtrious Haroun Arreſchid, the ſo- 


during the ſickneſs of the mother of 
that 11 which hindered her 
from ſuckling him; I intend to uſe 
his authority with Behloul, and then 
I am {ſure to obtain the conſent of the 
beautiful Lira. Sa 
Alc6uz, tenderly embracing his friend, 
coniured him to loſe no time; and the vi- 
zir engaging in the affair, Behloul ſoon 


conſented to the marriage o&-Lira to Al- 


COUZ, 


extinguiſhed the ardours of their paſſion; 
and they ſhewed ſuch frequent and ſtrong 
marks of perfect love in the preſence of 
Taher, that he could not forbear envy - 
ing the good fortune of his friend.” The 


innocent careffes the wife of his friend 


beſtowed on him, enflamed him teſuch a 


degree, that, to avoid being unfaithful to 


- t 


andſon of K aled, who was deſcended from 


vizirs at one time to Haroun Arreſchid: he entruſted them with the government of his king- 


doms. 
teen years; when he was ſo any 
death, The reaſon was this; the cali 


* 


Giaffer diſcharged his truſt with great fidelity, and enjoyed the royal favour ſeven. 
as to incur the caliph's diſpleaſure, who put him to 
iph was very amorous of his- own ſiſter, who was ex- 


tremely beautiful, and whoſe name was Guebazę; and, that he wight have more frequent 
opportunities of ſeeing her, he married her to þis favouzite Giaffer, forbidding him, at the 


ſame time, to have any commerce with that princeſs. 


not being able to do fo any longer, he had a ſon by the princeſs, whom he fent be nurſed 


at Mecca. The caliph being informed of it, was fo enraged with Jachy, that he threw him, 
with all his-children, into a loathſome dungeon, where they periſhed miſerably. 


The ca- 


lüph after this being touched with remorſe for his injuſtice, forbad any one to talk of the 


_ mitted, 


Wfritings. 


Rn 


| Barmecides on pain of death, that he might remove from his mind the injuſtice he had com- 
But his intention was not anſwered: the wits of the court writ encomiums on theſe 
faithful miniſters, and the memory of theſe great men are to this day preſeryed in their 


RR Alcouz, 


* 


, 


Py 


This couple loved each other beyond 
example: fruition rather renewed than 


The vizir abſtained ſome time; but 


86 
Alcouz, he reſolved to take his leave of 
this tender pair. Accordingly he de- 
parted, under ſome pretence, for a few 
days: but, in ſpite of the reſolution he 
had taken, he was unable to preſerve it 
long; he ſunk under the reſtraint he 
laid upon his paſſion ; and, in fitiving to 


extinguiſh that, he fell a prey tg a dan- 


gerous diſtemper. 


Alcouz and Lira never quitted the 


bolſter of Taher's bed: but they were ſo 
far from contributing to his recoyery, 
that their preſence rather increaſed than 
ahated his diſorder; which grew ſo vio- 
lent, that the moſt eminent phyſicians in 
Bagdad deſpaired of his life. Taher 
being on the point of death, both Al- 


couz and Lira wept bitterly at the im- 


minent danger of their friend. His 


youth, however, and the ſtrength of a 


good conſtitution, overcame the diſtem- 
per, but left him in a very weak condi- 
fn... | 
The partnerſhip which, ſubſiſted be- 
tween theſe dear friends, obliged one of 
them to go and ſettle ſome affairs in 
Grand Cairo. As Taher was too weak 
to undertake this voyage, Alcouz was 
_ obliged to go himſelf; and, after he had 
made the neceſſary preparations, took 
leave of Taher, and recommended his dear 
Lira to his care, whom he tenderly em- 
braced with his eyes all bathed in tears: 
then parting for Balſora, he embarked in 
a veſſel which was going to Cairo. 
Taher, far from complying with the 
intentions of his friend, no ſooner ſaw 
him depart from Bagdad, than he took 
as much care as poſſible never to be alone 
with his wife. Bur at laſt, this beauti- 
ful creature obſerving his behaviour, 
which appeared rude to her, ſaid to him 
one evening—* You always avoid me,” 
taking him at the fame time tenderly by 
the hand. Since Al-onz's abſence, I 
© have been conſidering if I have done 
© any thing to diſpleaſe you; but I can- 
© not comprehend the meaning of this 
© coldneſs whi h appears in your beha- 
« yviour. Such a conduct is really iniu- 
© rjious, as well as unkind ; and I deſire 
© you will either treat me with leſs re- 
© ſerve, or elſe tell me wherein J have of- 
© fended.” _ | 
Taher was in the utmoſt confuſion at 
this remonſtrance: the tears which he 
med, without daring to look upon Lira, 
touched her in a mot lively manner. She 
ſſed him to come to an explanation; 
but Taher, throwing himſelf at her feet, 


his inclinations. 


© rites of the ſtricteſt union.” 


— 


Ra 
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conjured her not to put this violence on 
© Urge me no more, 
Madam, ſaid he, © to open my heart; 
© you will regard me as the vileſt of men, 
if I diſcover all that paſſes in it, ſince 
neither the ſacred ties of friendſhip, 
nor the near approaches of death, can 
triumph over a criminal paſſion : and 
I feel that Stop, Taher!* cried 
Lira, in the utmoſt confuſion; I begin 


"a a RK K e 


to underſtand you now! How is it 


* poſſible you could forget your obliga- 
* tions to my ſpouſe, ſo as to conceive a 
© paſſion ſo prejudicial to my honour? 
Ah! if this be true, let me be for ever 
ignorant of it.“ No, Madam, re- 
plied Taher; * it is no longer time to 
diſſemble: I confeſs I am a traitor, I 
© amavillain! But Iam theſe in ſpite of 
* myſelf, for I have uſed every effort I - 
was maſter of to extinguiſh theſe law. 
leſs flames. I would have died the 
moſt cruel death, and I was condemned 
to an eternal ſilence; but you forced 
me to ſpeak:. however, I ſhall ſoon 
puniſh myſelf for having invaded the 
Here 
glancing his eyes by accident on Lira, 
and perceiving ſhe was thoroughly in- 
cenſed, ſuch was the violence of his grief, 
that he ſunk down at her feet in a ſwoon, 
To this. at firſt ſhe ſeemed inſenſible; 
but pity at length getting the better of 
her juſt reſentment, ſhe did all ſhe was 
able to reſtore him to his ſenſes; and the 
unhappy lover, feebly opening his eyes, 
ſaw how anxious ſhe was for his reco- 
very. Let me die, Madam, faid he 
tenderly: your aſſiſtance is cruelty ; 


K „ K „ A 


and my life, after having offended you, 


is become odious to me, and I quit it 
* without regret.” He fell then into ano- 
ther ſwoon; and Lira verily thought he 
had but a few moments to live. 
Hitherto, my lord, (purſued Ben-Eri- 
doun) T have drawn you a beautiful pic- 
ture of this lady's conduct : but as there 
ſometimes occur ſome moments when the 
virtue of certain women are reduced to 
a dangerous criſis, Lira truly proved this 
truth. Terrified at the reſolution of her 


lover, and ſoftened by the exceſs of his 


paſſion, ſne made a ſudden tranſition from 
the violence of her reſentment to the moſt 
lively tranſports of tenderneſs. © What 
© has Alcouz done for me equal to this?” 
ſhe cried, in that moment, to herſelf. 
© He never loved me half ſo much 4s 
© Taher dots, or he would not, for the 
« ſake of a little paltry gain, which he 
OE T-STE.©eoud 
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© could have eaſily ſlighted, F 7x1 
a voyage from which he is not likely 
to return in a twelvemonth. It is done, 
© then, my dear Taher; I will both live 


« and die for you: and, fince you died 


© for me, I ſacrifice to you, without far- 
© ther ſcruple, all the tenderneſs I enter. 
© tained for Alcouz, and which he fo 
c little merited. . Live, then, my dear 
lover; and live for Lira. | 
© Theſe proteſtations ef this beautiful 
ſon, my lord, were 580, n ens with 
careſſes ſo touching, that Taher ſoon re- 
covered from his fit; and the extreme 
ſurprize he was in to find himſelf encloſed 
in the arms of his miſtreſs, who perfectly 
overwhelmed him with the moſt lively 
marks of her paſſion, quickly reſtored 


him to his ſenſes, He thodght he ought 


not to neglect an opportuuity ſo favour- 
able to his love; and, forgetting his 
obligations to his friend, and taking ad- 
vantage from the weakneſs of his beau- 


tiful ſpouſe, he became at length the 


compleat conqueror of her affections. 
The ſacrifice which Lira made of her 

- virtue was attended, however, with ſome 

degree of ſhame and remorſe; but as this 


was not a time to refuſe any thing to her 


lover, thoſe impreſſions were eaſily ef- 


faced: his tender and reſpectful beha- 
viour was ſuch, that ſhe thought no more 


of Alcouz than if he had never been her 
huſband. | 

Entirely given up to their paſſion, they 
dallied away near a year in the enjoy- 
ment of thoſe pleaſures which appeared 
to them always new; and, not content 


with ſeeing each other every moment, 


they muſt needs expreſs their love by the 
moſt paſſionate letters they could deviſe. 
Thus loſing the memory, the one of his 
friend, and the other of her ſpouſe, nei- 
ther of them ever dreamed of his return 
from Grand Cairo. | £ 


Alcouz, however, little as they ex- 
Cted him, returned to Bagdad, after 


e had terminated his affairs at Cairo. 
Though his preſence was not very de- 
ſirable, they received him with open arms, 


and deceived him with their careſſes. 


His long abſence made him fancy his 
wife looked more charming than when 
he parted, from her : not a moment eſ- 
caped without beſtowing on her ſome 
marks of his tender affection; and fo 
far was he from ſuſpecting her fidelity, 
that he furniſhed her with frequent op- 
pPortunities of being alone with Taher. 
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One evening, as Lira lay reclined on 
her ſopha, ſhe was ſeized with a violent 
head-ache; to aſſuage which, ſhe wanted 
to apply a kind of diſtilled water, which 
was reckoned an excellent remedy for 


| ſuch diforders; but, being diſtracted 


with the pajn, ſhe gave her huſband, 
without a thought, the key of a little 
cabinet, where the bottle was which held 
this water. Alcouz, who tenderly loved 
his wife, ran to the cabinet ; but he was 


no ſooner gone, than Taher was ſur- 
prized to ſee his miſtreſs tearing her hair. 


© Ah” ſaid the, my life, my dear 
© love, we are utterly ruined! My im- 
© prudence will become the future ſource 
© 'of our misfortunes: I have been ſo 
* thoughtleis as to give my huſband the 

key of my cabinet, where all the letters 


lie in which you have expreſſed the 


- 

c 

© livelineſs of your paſſion. Alcouz, in 
© his rage, will douhtleſs ſpare neither 
© his wife nor his friend. 

' Taher was vexed to the laſt degree; 
but being a man of great preſence of 
mind, he ran after Alcouz; and the 
cloſet-door being open, he ſaw him read- 
ing one of theſe letters: then ſhutting it 
ſoftly upon him, he double-locked it, 
and ftole away with the key) while Al- 
couz's ſurprize at the infidelity of his 
wife and his friend was too great to at- 


tend the motions of the latter. Taher 


went directly where the caſh was kept; 
and taking all the gold he could find, 
fled away with Lira to the firf village 
which offered; where being mounted on 
two horſes, they purſued their journey 
all night, till they were gotten more than 
twenty leagues from Bagdad, 

In the mean time, Alcouz having read 
all Taher's letters, which left. him no 
room to doubt of his misfortunes, took. 


a a poniard, and would have deſcended 


directly to pierce the heart of his wife; 
but, to his great ſurprize, found the door 
locked upon him: he called to his ſlaves 


to come and open the door ; but the key 


was not to be found. Alcouz, enraged 


at this, ordered it to be broke open; 
which being done, he ran directly to the 
hall where he had left his wife; but 


neither ſhe nor her lover were to be 
found ; he was informed that they were 
both gone together in great diſorder. 
He Wat to the place where the caſh was 


kept; and finding his coffers empty, he 
threw himſelf on the ground, and his 


cries terriſied the boldeſt of his attend- 
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ants. None of his flaves durſt demand 
the *caule of this fury; but, being re- 
covered from his firſt emotions, he ſent 


them about their buſineſs. © Whatever 


© may be my unhappineſs," ſaid he, let 


me aft with prudence on this delicate 
' © occaſion, and not expoſe myſelf to ri- 


© dicule. I am, it is true, ſaid he, © be- 


trayed by my friend, and my wife is 


© unfaithful; and this is a fore afflic- 
tion, I muſt own. But ought I to bear 


© myſelf the puniſhment of their guilt ? 


© No! let them groan and die under a 


© ſenſe of their perfidy : the loſs I have 
© felt to-day is not ſo conſiderable as, 


© wholly to obſtruct my future happi- 
© neſs. Then baniſhing Taher ſuddenly 
from his mind, he defpiſed them fo much, 
that he never once thought it worth while 
to purſue after them: but leaving them 
to their deſtiny, he applied his mind, as 


uſual, to his buſineſs; and ſought to re- 


pair, in the embraces of other women, 
the loſs he had ſuſtained. 9 

Six months were now elapſed ſince the 
departure of Taher and Lira, when Al- 
couz was advertiſed of the death of one 
of his correſpondents in the Eaſt Indies. 
As that man was conſiderably in his debt, 
and had never ſettled with him, he was 
reſolved to go thither, and ſettle his ac- 


compts with the heirs of the deceaſed. 


With a view to this, he left his effects 


in the hands of his nephew, in whom he 


entirely confided, and embarked at Bal- 


bora in a veſſel which he had loaded with | 


ſundry kinds of merchandizes. They 
touched at ſeveral ifles, where Alcouz 


bartered his goods at an advantageous 


rate, but eſpecially for diamonds, which 


he always preſerved in a leather-purſe in 


his girdle. A ſudden ſtorm overtook 
them at length; and, after the ſhip had 
for ſome time bore up againſt the winds 
and waves, ſhe unfortunately foundered. 


During the tempeſt, Alcouz happily 


laid hold of a plank, and, in ſpite of the 
winds, floated two days and two nights; 
at laſt he was thrown on an iſtand which 


appeared to him to be wholly uninhabited. - 


Being almoſt dead with hunger, he ate 
ſome fruits that grew wild, and which 


weere of a delicious taſte; and marching - 


afterwards nine days without meeting 
with any hahitation, he arrived, towards 
the cloſe of the tenth, on the banks of a 
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river, which he paſſed by ſwimming, and 
deſcended acharming fine meadow,which 
led to a noble city called Brava .. 
As Alcouz made but an indifferent 
figure in point of Ureſs, and fearing to ba 
inſulted, he declined entering the city till 
night. After he had refreſhed himſelf 
with the remainder of thoſe fruits he had 
brought with him, the coolneſs of his 
ſituation invited him to reſt; and, as it 
was a good while ſince he enjoyed a com- 
fortable repoſe, he fell into a profound 
ſleep, out of which he did not awake be- 
fore the night was far advanced; when 
he was ſuddenly awakened. Fl 
A. dreadful fire, which reflected it's 
blaze from a fine houſe that ſtood de- 
tached from the city, quickly opened the 
eyes of Alcouz, He e eg ran to 
afford his aſſiſtance; and hearing ſeveral 


frightful ſhrieks from within, took up a 


great piece of timber which lay before 
the ſtreet- door, and having broke it open, 
and two others, which communicated to 
the apartments of ſome women, they 
were happily reſcued from the flames, 
and ſaved themſelves without ſtaying to 
thank their deliverer. After this, he 
penetrated into a little cloſet, whoſe door 


he drove inward. Here he perceived an 


old woman half burnt, and a young lady 
of exquiſite beauty almoſt naked, but 
more beautiful than any he had ever ſeen, 
fainting away by herſelf; and taking 


her in his arms, he carried her in the 


condition ſhe was to the place where he 
had ſlept. 8 

This young woman, whom he ima- 
gined the ſmoke had ſuffocated, was no 
{ooner reſtored to the freſh air than ſhe 
opened her eyes. The day appeared, and 


ſhe was ſurprized to find herſelf in the 


country; but being informed by her de- 
liverer how ſhe came there, ſhe beheld 


him with leſs reluctance, and began to 


conſider him as the only perſon to whom 
ſhe owed her life. She told him her 
name was Salle; that her father, who 


had been dead three years before, was a 


rich ſeweller; and that ſhe lived with 
her mother and ſome flaves in that houſe 
which was now burnt. She then ex- 
preſſed a great uneaſineſs about the fate 
of her mother; and having learned from 
Alcouz that he had ſeen the body of an 
elderly woman half conſumed in the 


Brava is a city of New Arabia, has. a very good port, and is the capital of a free and 


Independent republick of that name, This city is remarkable for it's large traffick in gold, 
Aver, ivory, amber, aud wazy : he 


cloſes 


Jdaoſet from which he ſaved her, ſhe no 
| longer doubted her loſs, and abandoned 
herſelf to all the moſt lively ſorrow. | 

Alcouz did every thiug he was able to 

conſole this beautiful perſon; he re- 
turned with her to the mother's houſe, 
which was now entirely reduced to aſhes, 
This mournful ſpectacle drew a freſh 
torrent from her eyes, and reduced her 
to the utmoſt miſery. Alcouz, who be- 
gan to conceive a violent paſſion for her, 
conveyed her from this fatal place; and 
conducting her into the city of Brava, 
directly provided new habits both for 
her and himſelf by-the ſale of one of his 
diamonds : and having hired a houſe 
ready-furniſhed, he carried her thither 
and in a few days after repaired her 
loſſes, by buying, in her name, the houſe 
in which ſhe lo 
with a young flave. 

The perſon of Alcouz, my lord, was 
very well made: he had ſaved the life of 
Salle, and his conduct to her as ſuch 
as excited her gratitude. He paſſed ſe- 
veral months with this beautiful crea- 
ture in the ſofteſt and moſt endearing 
delights; and learned with exceſſive joy, 
from- her own lips, how deeply her heart 
was impreſſed with his tenderneſs. 

Never was Alcouz in ſuch a happy 
ſituation before. The careſſes of a miſ- 
treſs are quite of a different nature from 


beſtowed on him ſuch lively marks of her 
love, that he had reaſon to think he was 
the moſt beloved of all men. But though 
the paſſion he entertained for this lady 
was very great, yet, as the conduct of 
Lira had inſpired him with a general 


ations of his miſtreſs ſo narrowly, that 
he thought he beheld her nqt altogether 
indifferent to a young man of Brava, 
who paſſed often through her ſtreet, and 
whom ſhe always ſeemed to regard with 
more than ordinary attention. What- 
ever regret he felt, he diſcovered nothing 
of his ſuſpicions to his miſtreſs : but one 
evening, this youth, more indiſcreet than 
uſual, had placed himſelf oppoſite to the 
door of Salle's houfe; who, as the was 
at her window, appeared highly de- 
lighted with his geſtures and manner of 
expreſſing his. paſhon. Alcouz could 
not govern his paſſion; he deſcended 


en the arm of the River Quilmancae 


d, and preſenting her 


thoſe of a wife; and Salle continually - 


diſtraſt of the whole ſex, he watched the 
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ruptly to this giddy- headed youth, ve 
him ſuch a violent blow, that he fell to 
the ground. The youth, aſtoniſhed at 


this treatment, got up directly, drow his 
fabre, and made furiouſly at Alcous: but 


he having more ſtrength and addreſs than 


his antagoniſt, with two ſtrokes of his. 


ſabre put an end to the combat, and left 
his rival all bathed in Is blood. 

The cries which Salle made when ſhe 
faw the bloody condition of her new lover, 
alarmed all the neighbourhood. As there 
was now no ſafety for Alcouz in Brava, 
he fled directly; and having gained ſe- 
veral bye-ſtreets which conducted him to 
one of the city-gates, he ſtopped a little, 
not knowing what courle he ſhould take : 
but being informed that the young man 


whom he had wounded, and perhaps 


killed, was a perſon of conſequence, he 
Judged it would be very improper to re- 
turn to the city. He had about him, 
beſides the greater part of his jewels, a 
purſe full of gold. Travelling with thefe 
all night, and ſeveral days after, he ar- 


rived at length at, Barboa*. Here he 


embarked on the River Fer , which 
empties itſe:f into the Oriental Ocean, 
and purſued his voyage to the Indies. 


There he arrived without any accident; 


and having ſettled his accompts with the 


heirs of his correſpondent, he made a 


purchaſe of pepper, cinnamon, and am- 
ber, by which he gained cent per cent. 
Afterwards, being re-embarked, . he re- 


turned without any accident to Baliora, 


from whence he ſent, by land, his mer- 
chandizes to Bagdad; but ſtaid at Bal- 
fora tor ſome time to recover himſelf 
from the fatigues of his voyage. 


of the gates of the city, he drew near to 
a mill; and obſerving the miller's wife 
to be very pretty, he became paſſionately 
in love with her. He accoſted her with- 
out ceremony; and then made her a de- 
claration of his love, accompanied with 


a very handſome ring, which he put on 
her finger. He found ſhe was not averſe 


to his wiſhes. ' Come here, faid the to 
him, © in the evening: my huſband will 
be abſent three or four days; fo that 
we ſhall paſs away the time together 


© yery agreeably. In the mean time, I 1 
© will go and prepare ſomething for ſup- 
8 1. ; : ; 
haſtily into the ſtreet, and running ab- 


Alcouz returned to his' lodgings: he 


* Barboa is the capital of the kingdom of Adea, in the country of Ayan, It is fituate4 


bathed 
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One evening, as he was walking-out 
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bathed himſelf „and changed his habit, 


and returned towards ſun- ſet to find the 
miller's handſome wife: the neatneſs of 
her dreſs was ſufficient to inſpire him with 


delight and ſhe received him with the 
oft In ſhort, my 


moſt paſſionate careiles. 
lord, they had dallied away a part of the 
night, when on a ſudden the door of the 


mill was opened, and they ſaw a man ha- 


bited like a merchant enter their chamber. 
The miller's wife, who looked upon Al- 
couz with ſurprize, turned pale at this 
fight: ſhe aroſe to excuſe herſelf to this 


newcomer; but he anſwered her with a 
blow, and followed it with ſeveral other 


inſults. 
Alcouz, highly provoked with this 
brutal behaviour, ſeized the man by the 


collar. As neither of them were armed, 


they could only ſcuffle with their fiſts : 


but the miller's wife interpoſing between 
them, how great was their ſurprize, when 


they, on ſurveying each other with a little 


more attention, found that one was Ta- 
her, and the other Alcouz. This latter, 
.who was in a rage at ſeeing the former, 


and calling his treaſon to- mind in that 
juſtant, was juſt going to throw a joint- 
fool at his head; which Taher perceiv- 


ing, proftrated himſelf at the feet of 


Alcouz. My brother,” faid he to him 
with great ſubmiſſion, © I conſeſs myſelf 


© guilty of the blackeſt perfidy: IT have 


© merited death for robbing you of the 
© aftections of Lira; but if you were to 
© know what I have ſuffered ſinge my 


© abſence, and with what remorſe J have 


© been agitated, you would undoubtedly 


© pardon me a crime I have committed in 


© ipite of myſelf.” | 
This ſubmiſſion of Taher, being at- 


| tended with a flood of tears, wrought 


greatly with Alcouz. 


he had entirely forſaken Lira, he threw 
himſelf on the neck of his friend. © I par- 
don thee, Taher, ſaid he; and whatever 
© reaſon I had to hate thee, it ſhall never 


more be ſaid, awoman diffolved ſo ami- 


© able and long a friendſhip as our's. 
* Butpr'ythee now tell me what is become 
© of. Lira? —“ Ah! replied Taher, em- 
bracing his friend, I conjure vou to en- 
© quire no more about a perſon whoſe 
memory is perhaps ſtill dear to you. '— 
No, no, returned Alcouz, © Lira does 
© not in the leaſt trouble me: her infi- 
© delity has entirely effaced her from my 


© heart; and, to convince you of the 


© little regard I have for her memory, let 
© us return with this miller's wife to the 
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©. table; amd fince ſhe is di ſpoſed to divide 


her favours between vs, let us both | 
love her without jealouſy, and drink to 


© the good health of her huſband,” The 
miller's wife ſoon poured out ſome drink; 
and peace being reſtored, all three re- 
turned to the table; and Alcouz and Ta- 
her, with hand and glaſs, ſwore to main- 
tain an eternal friendihip with each other, 

After the wine had a little enlivened 
their ſpirits, the miller's wife renewed the 
converſation. * If Alcouz,” ſaid ſhe to 


_ Taher, is incurious to know what is be- 


come of his wife, or to be informed of 
© what paſſed between you two, I con- 
jure you to tell me without further de- 
© lay. As for him, I am perſuaded he 
© will hear you without pain; and J ſhall 
© conſider this recital as an ample ſatis- 


faction for the violence you have com- 


© mitted.* Taher, however, heſitated to 
gratify her requeſt; but when his friend 
aſſured him that Lira was become ſo in- 
different to him that his paſſion for her 
was not only abſolutely extinguiſhed, 
but that he ſhould ſee that the hiſtory of 
her infidelity ſhould not ſo much as make 
a change in his countenance, ſie proceed- 
ed to inform hir in the following terms. 
© 1 ſhall, my dear friend, lightly paſs 
over the paſſion I felt for Lira. The 
beginning of it had well nigh been 
fatal, ſince it brought me to Death's 
door: I was not maſter of my deſtiny ; 
the beautiful Lira triumphed over my 
reſolutions; I would rather have died 
than betrayed my friend; and her im- 
predence in truſting you with the 
key of the cofter, where all my letters 
were, obliged me to fly with her to 
avoid your juſt vengeance. 

* Although my mind was often tor- 
mented fof my perfidious treatment of 
you, I expected to be very happy with 
Lira: but, alas! I had never ſuffi- 
ciently ſtudied the character of this wo- 
man. How great ſoever that paſſion 
was which lhe teſtified for me, I ſoon 
perceived a coquettiſh air to reign 
through all her actions; and, wherever 
we went, this foible ſeemed entirely to 
poſſeſs her whole behaviour, I ſpoke 
© to her about it ſeveral times, whenever 
© the vouchſafed to hear me on this ſub- 
© ſect : at lall—& Taher,” ſaidſheto me, 
ſmiling, „ it is extremely unkind to be- 
% come jealous. Canſt thou doubt of 
„ my tenderneſs, after I have, done ſo 
* much for thee? Go, my dear, ſet your 
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10 « not teaze me with your unjuſt ſu- * vering my ſpeech at laſt— te Lira, ſaid 


„ ſpicions. : 
© Theſe words were {q far from being 

« ſatisfaKory, that they ſtung me to the 
« quick; andyetT bore themwithpatience. 
After we had paſſed through ſeveral 
cities, we arrived at length at Viſapours*. 
I took a reſolution to ſettle there, and 
hired a houſe handſomely furniſhed of 
a Jew, which ſtood in a very agreeable 

uarter : but I did not obſerve what a 
eee neighbourhood I had; an 
amorous handſome young Indian lived 
it ſeems in the next houſe to mine. I 
watched both Lira and him ſome time, 
without ſeeing any thing ſuſpicious in 
their behaviour; but unexpectedly, one 
evening, Ceering the hall where Lira 
uſed to paſs the whole day, I was in the 
utmoſt ſurprize to ſee a man ſlip behind 
the hangings of a wall, and endeavour 
to paſs through an opening that com- 
municated to the next houſe. 

I ran after the man; and, ſeizing him 
by the foot, brought him back into the 
hall, and ſoon diſeovered him to be the 
young Indian who had given me ſo 
much uneaſineſs. I then ſeized Lira. 
with my other hand; and, after having 
reproached her for her infidelity in the 
ſharpeſt terms rage and fury could dic- 


* 
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front the young man had offered me, 
when Lira threw herſelf betwixt us: 
« Hold, Taher, faid ſhe. in a very 
S hanghty tone;* reſtrain yourſelf a while, 
and remember that you deſerve at leaſt 
* the fame chaftiſement. Learn to reſpect 


the man Tlove. What right have you 
c 


. 
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wife? Am I your ſlave? And ought 
* you to hope, in our ſituation, that I 
. * muſt be more faithful to you than I 
* have been to my huſband ? If you 
% think I love you better than another, 
you are under a miſtake: my inclina- 
tions are notto be forced; and my heart 


it in favour of another. 

The aſſurance of Lira ſtruck me 
© with ſuch aftoniſhment, that I remain- 
* ed ſome time motionleſs: and the 
* young Indian, taking this advantage, 
* eſcaped through the hole in the wall; 
and before I coulg ſpeak a word, cloſed 
the breach with ſome planks. Reco- 


tate, I was preparing to puniſh the af; 


to controul my actions? Am I your 


is juſt now fixed upon this new lover, 


till I ſhall think proper to diſpoſe of 


© I to her very calmly, “ I did not ſu- 
« ſpect your boſom incloſed a heart {> 
„ black: but, ſince you have thought 
© proper to take off the maſk, let us 
“ break off all further correſpondence z 
let us divide the reſt of the money, and 
„ ſeparate for ever.“ ; 
Lira received this propoſal with joy. 
© I had ſtill near ſeven thouſand ſequins 


left; I gave her one half, and quitted 


her without regret. I departed" from 


Viſapour fully convinced of the infide- 


lity of all women, and with a reſolu- 


tion to deſyiſe them. I then embarked 


Arabia, and arrived at Brava; where, 


as ſoon as I was landed, I went to a 


taylor's ſhop to be provided with ſome 
new cloaths: I bargained with him for 

a compleat ſuit; and, after I had paid 

© him, I was going fram thence: but in 


c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
© at the firſt ſea-port, purſued a voyage to 
c 
c 
c 
6 
c 


my way TI obferved on the other fide of 


the ſtreet two women in veils, fitting on 
a ſtone bench; one of them appeared to 
be in a ſwoon, and the other endeavour- 
ing to recover her. I directly offered 
my ſervice, which was accepted: tak- 
ing the ſick lady under the arm, I con- 
ducted her, with the help of her ſlave, 
to her own home. We entered a little 
houſe very well furniſhed, which by it's 


appearance ſeemed to. belong to ſome © 


F 

o 

c 

6 

c 

6 

5 

c 

private perſon. ' We laid the lady on a 
© ſopha; and her ſlave lifting up her veil 
for the ſake of air, how was I raviſhed, 
my dear Alcouz, at ſeeing one of the 
© moſt beautiful perſons in the univerſe! 
© Dazzled at this charming object, all m 

c 
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reſolutions vaniſhed in a moment; I fell 


deeply in love with this young beauty, 
and heartily ſympathizing with her, 


offered her every thing in my power. 


Sir, replied the charming creature, 


< with her eyes bathedin tears,“ I have juſt 
ͤloſt the man who was going to compleat 
my happineſs, by a union with me, if a 
© brute in my preſence had not put an 


© end to his life. We were to have been 


cc married to-morrow; and my lover, ag- 


„ cording to cuſtom, was coming to viſit _ 


« me about the time of evening-prayer, 
„ when a perfidious Muſſulman, who 
« waited for him at the corner of a neigh- 
6 bouring ſtreet, gave him two blows 
& with his ſabre, which laid him dead at 
* his feet. At my cries the villain fled. 


Viſapour, a capital city of the kingdom of Decan, between the Indian Ocean, Guza- 


Tata, Golconda, and B.ſnagas« 
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4 I deſcended baftily into the ſtreet, and 


« faw, as they were carrying him home 


“ bathed in his blood, that the angel 
t of Death had ſeized his ſoul. Behold, | 


« Sir, the real cauſe of my grief. 


be young lady then renewing her 


© tears, diſcavered a deſpair fo violent, 
© that I began to apprehend her life was 
© im danger: I never left her; and when 
' © ſhe was put to bed, ſtaid by her, with 
© her flave, all night to comfort her. The 
next day ſhe appeared more compoſed; 
© and, having thanked me for the care I 


* had taken, ſhe fixed her eyes ſtedfaſtly 


* ou me, and burſt forth into a freſh 


1 torrent of tears. I was ſurprized at 
this new affliction; and, upon demand- 
© ing the cauſe very reipect fully“ At! 
& Sir,“ ſaid the, ſobbing as ſhe ſpoke, 
c the mare I look upon you, the more 
* J feel my ſorrows augmented : the 
tc features of your face bear ſuch a lively 


* reſemblance to thoſe of my lover, that 


ce F cannot behold you without being 
c ſoftened for the irreparable Joſs I have 
„ ſuſtained.” . 
From this ſimilitude of features, 
continued Taher, I took care to inſi- 
« nuate my ſelf fo far into her affections, 
© that ſhe began to forget the death of 
© her "=, Kg : 2 
Whatever prudence the example gf 
Lira had inſpired me with, I believed 
now I ſhould be the happieſt of men if 
I could eſpouſe a lady whoſe heart ap- 
peared fo well formed. This reſem- 
blance of features which I mentioned, 
did my buſimeſs eflectualiy; and, in fine, 
I was ſo favourably attended to, that 
I became the ſpouſe of this beautiful 
creature, without having ſighed for her 
more than eight days. | 

Never did I taſte ſuch perfect pleaſure 
as Jen oed with my new ſpouſe; and to 
add, if poſſible, to my happineſs, ine to;d 
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ſhe was with child. This news redou- 
' bled the ardours of my pailon, anc the 
appeared ſo ſaperior in wit and beauty 
to all other woinen; that I was for ever 
beſtowing on her freſh marks of ten- 
derneſs. But, though my wife made 
very affectionate returns, I found that 
all my careſſes could not entirely diſſi- 
pate a melancholy which hung on her 
ſpirits. As I imputed this to the loſs 
of her former lover, Ltook ng notice of 
it; but it was not long before I diſco- 
vered the true cauſe. - - * 
« Keturning home one evening, about 
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three months and a half after we were 
married, my wife, who had ſome days 
before been ſlightly indiſpoſed on ac.. 
count of her pregnancy, complained 


my preſence emharrafſed her; on the 
contrary, ſuch was my tenderneſs, 
that when ſhe deſired me to retire into 
another.chamber, I would not quit her 
© for a moment. But, my dear brother 

© how was I ſurprized, when in the midit 
of her pains I perceived ſhe was deli. 


li ered of a girl! I became more cold 


than marble. heavens!” I cried, © 
© after I had recovered a little from 
my aſtoniſhment, © am I then to be 
© betrayed by every woman I loye?— 
& Perfidious Salle! continued I, ad- 


Areſſing myſelf to her“ How,” in- 


© terrupted Alcouz, . was your wife's 
« name Salle?” — “ Yes, my dear 
* friend,” returned Taher. And did 
cc not ſhe live in the Banker's Street, 


„ oppoſite a lemon-merchant, in a little 
© low houſe?” —* Right,” replied Ta- 
her; and this houſe her lover, ſhe 


5 ſaid, had given her ready furniſhed, 
* who was killed the very evening I ar. 


5 rived at Brava.” . 
At this, my lord, (continued Ben- 


Eridoun) Alcouz laughed fo heartily, 


that he fell backwards, and remained fo 


long in that poſture, that Taher and the 


miller's wife were ſurprized to the laſt 
degree, 8 Tae 
What is there in all this to be laugh- 
© ed at?” replied Taher : I do not tay, 
indeed, you ought to be afflited,'— 
© What, my dear brother, interrupted 
Alcouz, laughing more heartily than be- 
fore, was this woman. who mourned. 
© the loſs of her lover fo tenderly, and 
© whom you afterwards ted: and 
who in three months and a half was fo 
happily delivered in your arms, the 
very Salle that lived in the Banker's 
Street ? Oh, my dear friend! a hiſtory 
ſo ſingular as this deſerves to be tranſ- 
mitted to poſterity. You are to un- 
derſtand, my poor 'Taher, that this 
little girl, which thy wife would have 
fathered upon thee, was of my beget- - 
ting. Salle, without being my wife, 
gratified my warmeſt wiſhes, after I 
had reſcued her from a fire which had 
conſumed her own houſe; and it was 
I. who furniſhed her with that ſhe occu- 
pied at Brava. A new lover having 
ö engaged her, I was ſo tranſported with 
* jealouſy, that with two blows gh m7 | 
535 ahre 
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of a violent colick: I did not perceive 
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I {abre T mortally wounded him. This 


© obliged me to provide for my own 
k akety, and leave Salle, who had been 
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prized Taher. 


& nant above four months and a 
alf.“ 8 PP 

An adventure ſo fingularly rare ſur- 
He then recalled to his 


mind that of Lira. Now we are even 
« with each other, cried he, laughing 
with allhis might. © Yes, my dear friend, 


replied Alcouz, embracing him, there 


« is no room left for reproach, ſince our 
« vengeance is become mutual. It is 
beyond compariſon,” {aid the miller's 


wife; and you ſee, inſtead of being of- 
fended, this accident alone has amply 
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avenged you of your rival. I affure 
you, returned Alcouz, the characters 
of theſe women are ſo extraordinary, 
that they have. almoſt deſtroyed our 
tenderneſs for them; and this double 
trial of them may. make us wiſe for 
the future. Let us henceforth fly all 
ſuch engagements with the ſex. Let 
as put upon a footing with ourſelves 
thoſe ſots who ſecurely repoſe on the 
deceitful careſſes of their wives; and 
among that number, let us begin to 
place the huſband of this charming 


creature. | 
The two friends, after they had em- 


braced this new propoſal, ſwore never to 


quit each other. 


Taher then continued 


his hiſtory, and informed them, that 
ſuch was his vexation at being ſo cruelly 
deceived by his wife, that he left her im- 
mediately without taking his leave; and 
being reſolved to forſake Brava, embark - 
ed for Balſora, and arrived there near a 
month fince, during which time he had 
carried on a tender engagement with the 
miller's wife, without being aware that it 
would end in being . to Alcouz. 


Alcouz and Taher, after making them- 


ſelves very merry with their adventures, 
upon all which the miller's wife heartily 
raillied them, had diſpoſed themſelves to 


pals the reſt of the night very agreeably, 


when the miller, who had finiſhed his 
affairs ſooner than he expected, arrived 


very abruptlyat the mill. 
Great was the aſtoniſhment of all 


parties; and the miller, who ſaw how well 


the table was ſpread, little expected to 


find his wife in ſuch good company: but 


ſhe informed him, that theſe two gentle - 
men being overtaken with a ſhower of 
rain, had defired ſhelter in the mill, which 


the thought would be uncivil to refuſe; 
that the rain continuing ever ſince, ſhe 


= — 


ſatis 
inconceivably enraged. He had before 
now ſuſpected the fidelity of his wite; but 
as the proofs were not very ſtrong, he had 
diſſembled his reſentment. Having ſent 
for freſh wine, he {at down at the table 
with his gueſts, who made him drink as 
long as he was able. | | 
It being now too late for Taher and 
Alcouz to return to Balſora, when they 
got up from table, the miller eonduct- 
ed them to a chamber, in which was 
a pretty good .bed, where they repoſed 
themſelves, waiting for the return of the 
day. Themiller then went to his own bed, 
and was juſt going to lie lown by the fide 
of his wife, when he obſerved ſhe was 
buried in a profound ſleep. As a thirſt 
for vengeance entirely occupied his mind, 
he went down. into the ſtable, took the 
halter of his mule, andy ſlipping it round 
his wife's neck, was on the point of 
ſtrangling her, when, happily far her, ſhe 
awaked in the very moment he was be- 
ginning to execute his cruel deſign; and, 


artfully ſlipping her hand between the 


halter and her neck, without making the 


leaſt noiſe, the affecting to be as Riff as a 


perſon deprived of breath, made the mil - 
ler, who was all this while in the dark, 
believe ſne was quite dead; and who, 
being afraid of being puniſhed, ſtaid no 
longer in the mill, but mounting his mule 
forthwith, fled as faſt as poſſible from 
Balſora. = rs 
The miller's wife no ſooner perceived 
her huſband had left the mill, but ſhe 
roſe in a very trembling condition, and 
locked the duors after him: ſhe lighted 


her lamp, and went to awake her two 


gueſts, who were fallen into a ſweet ſleep. 
She acquainted them with the danger ſhe 
had undergone, and then ſhewed them 
her neck, on. which were imprefled the 
marks of her huſband's cruelty. 

Taher and Alcouz were ſurprized at 
this reſolution of the miller. If every 
* looſe woman was to be puniſhed thus, 


ſaid Alcouz, whiſpe-ing to his friend, we 
+ ſhould never find halters enough. But, 


my dear friend, continued he, raiſing 


his voice, let us leave the mill directly: 


the miller will undoubtedly accuſe us 
© with the murder of his wife; and, 


though ſhe can readily confute him, it 
js beſt for us not to be involved in ſuch 


© an affair,'—* That is right, replied 
Taher; but mult we leave behind the 
© miller's beautiful wife? “ No, no, 


had ou them a collation. He ſeemed 
ed with this excuſe, though he was 
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faid ſhe;* I will follow wherever you go, 
provided you can provide me with the 
Habit of a man. That may eaſily be 
done, continued Taher; and as we 
© are pretty near of a ſize, if you will 


come to my lodging in Balſora, we 
' © ſhall find a compleat ſuit,” 


'This reſolution being taken, the mil- 
ler's wife ſtripped the mill of every thing 
they could conveniently carry away, and 
ſet out with her lovers, as ſoon as it was 
light, to Taher's lodgings; where the la- 
dy being diſguiſed, they paſſed ſeveral 
days with great pleaſure. : 

Alcouz and Taher ſhared together, 
without jealouſy, their good fortune; but 
Alcouz, who Bad ſent his' merchandize 
to Bagdad, fearing a further dela; would 


retard the ſale, and diminiſh the price of 


of his wares, propoſed to Taher to take 
their route to that city. The miller's 
wife followed them thither ; and, as they 
travelled but ſlowly, they were near ten 
days before they arrived at the end of 
their journey; which happened to be in 
the evening, juſt as the gates of the city 


were going to be locked. This obliged | 


them to take up their lodgings in the ſu- 


\ burbs: but as they were going to the firſt 


caravanſera that offered, they were over- 
taken with a violent ſhower of rain; and, 
leaving their horſes to the care of a ſlave 
they had bought at Balſora, they ran to 


ſeek a retreat, and leaned back againſt a 
little door, over which there was a kind 
of a pent-houſe. The rain being no 


more than a ſudden ſhower, was ſoon 
over ; but as our three adventurers, who 
waited till it was fair, that they might go 
and ſeek a lodging, were thus ſupporting 
themſelves againſt the door, which pro- 
bably was not well hung, the weight of 
their bodies forced it off the hinges, and 


all three tumbled backwards on the 


ound. 

The noiſe, occaſioned by the falling in 
of the door with our three travellers, to- 
gether with their loud laughing at this 
accident, alarmed in a lower apartment 


three ee who lay on one bed, and 


who demanded, in very high terms, why 
they diſturbed their repoſe. The two 


friends, and the miller's wife, approached 
the bed to ſee who ſpoke to them. They 

perceived by the light of the moon, which 

now ſhone full upon the bed, a porter 


lying between two handſome women; 
and who, as well as the porter, immedi- 
ately hid their faces under the covering. 

Alcouzand Taher renewed theirlaugh- 


% 


94 TARTARIAN TALES: 


ter at an adventure ſo uncommon as this. 
Their curioſity being excited, they forced 
off the covering; but how unutterable 
was their aſtoniſhment, when theſe two 
women were known to be Salle and 
Lira. Perfidious, infamous wretches!“ 
cried the two friends at once, do you 
carry your debaucheries to ſuch a length 
Das to take up with a raſcally porter!“ 
Then drawing their ſabres, they were 
going to ſacrifice their wives and the 
porter to their juſt revenge, when the 
miller's wife, haſtily ruſhing between 
them, cried out Ah, gentlemen! ſu- 
© ſpend your rage a little, and look well 
© at the features of that man, whom a 
double amazement had thrown into a 
ſwoon. © I will then give you no fur- 
© ther interruption, if you think well of 


following the firſt emotions of your 


© blind reſentment!” 
Alcouz and Taher had ſo much com- 
placence for their miſtreſs, as to govern 


their = till they had examined the por- 


ter; and having diſcovered who he was, 
in ſpite of the paleneſs of his face, they 
were now both ready to die with laughter. 
They threw down their ſabres, and re- 
doubled their laughter to ſuch a degree, 
that their wives were convinced their 
lives were out of preſent danger; and 
taking advantage of this ſudden change of 


humour in their huſbands, of which they 


knew not the cauſe, they threw themſelves 
from off the bottom of the bed, and, pro- 
{trating themſelves at their feet, implored, 
in a trembling manner, a pardon for all 
their crimes. But the porter had no 
ſooner opened his eyes, and turned them 
towards his diſguiſed wife, but he cloſed 
them again; believing without all doubt 
that the devil was come to carry him 
away. * Sir,* ſaid the, and laughing 


with all her might at the porter's ima- 


gination, I no longer hinder 50 from 
* following your firit reſolutious: I leave 
© you to conſider whether in juſtice you 
© ought not to be revenged of this man,” 
— No, no, replied . © talk no 
© more of vengeance : on the contrary, 
© this is a pleaſant adventure. Behold 
© weare all three upon a level: and ſince 
© the miller, for it was no other than 
himſelf, © has lain between our wives, 
* we have no more grounds of complaint 
© againſt him than he can have againſt 


us It is but juſt to admit him into our 


« friendſhip; and we will ſhare our for- 

© tune together, as we have done our 

© wives. The preſence of Lira, 1281 
> - * 


* 
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e ful as ſhe has been, has revived the re- 
«© taainder of a love not wholly extin- 
c. py in the heart of her huſband. — 


ſelf; © I go to ſet the firſt example of per- 
4 fect ation Then raiſing his 


wife, . whoſe confuſion had made her 
ſpeechleſs, he embraced her tenderly. 


Lira, ſaid he, © I forget all that is 
pat, and will not even be informed of 
© your conduct fince your infidelity, left 

© it ſhould renew that wound of which I 
c would not have the leaſt mark remain. 


I defire my two companions to do the 


© ſame; and I do not doubt but they, 


from my example, will fincerely par- 


don their wives. | 
Taher and the miller, without op- 
- poſing Alcouz, tenderly embraced their 
wives, and were perfectly reconciled to 
them, After ſeveral mutual and lively 
careſſes, theſe three extraordinary cou- 
ples could not look upon themſelves 
without recalling every thing that had 
paſſed between them: a thouſand circum- 
ſtances of their adventures, each more 
pleaſant than the other, which paſſed 


through their minds, afforded them ex- 


ceſſive matter of mirth. _ : 
The Caliph Haroun Arreſchid, (pur- 
ſued Ben-Eridoun) whom I had the ho- 


nour to mention to your majeſty, fre- 


quently uſed to walk out in the night diſ- 


| 710 with his firſt vizir Giaffer, and 
| He 


Meſrour the chief of the eunuchs. 
N by juſt at the time that this ſingu- 


ar adventure was tranſacted; and the 
loud n his curioſity, he 


entered the houſe without ceremony, 
vhich was wide open, and civilly ſaluted 
the four men; for the miller's wife, by her 

dreſs, always appeared to be one. Ges- 


( tlemen, faid he, © as your mirth ſeems 


© to be grounded on ſomething extraor- 
* dinary, pardon my rudenels, if, in en- 
* tering without your permiſſion, I defire 
© to ſhare a part of your pleaſure, I 


* love: dearly to laugh; and you cannot 


* oblige me more, than by acquainting 
me with the ſubje& of your mirth.” . 
Alcouz and Taher turned their eyes 
directly to their wives; and perceiving 
hoth bluſhed, and that the requeſt was 
not agreeable to them, they deſired the 
caliph, in handſome terms, to - excuſe 


them the recital of an adventure it was 


their intereſt to conceal. 


: 0 The eaſtern nations in general, both men and women, ſleep in their drawers. 


go, ſaid he to Taher and to the mil-. 


ler, who by this time was come to him- 


"I 
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The caliph, my lord, preſſed them no 


further: but, as this place was very in- 


commodious to paſs the night in, he of- 


fered them one more agreeable, which 


ſtood at a little diftauce. They accepted 
his kind invitation; and following him 
to the walls of the city, he led them 
through a ſubterraneous paſſage into the 
city, and conducted them to a little houſe, 
very decently furniſhed. A handſome 


_ collation inſtantly was ſerved up, with 


ſome excellent Greek wine, of which he 
made them drink heartily; and when the 
caliph perceived it began to operate, he 
defired them again to acquaint him with 
the cauſe of theirextraordinary laughter. 
Alcouz and Taher would fain have 
concealed their adventures from this ge- 
nerous man; but, as the miller threat- ' 
ened to publiſh his, in ſpite of their op- 
poſition, Alcouz informed the caliph of 
every thing I had the-honour to rclate 
of theſe ſix married perſons. Haroun 
Arreſchid, who never heard a hiſtory ſo- 
ſingularly intereſting as this, thanked 


his gueſts for their complaiſance; and 


in order to further his pleaſures at their 
expence, he cauſed them to repleniſh 
their glaſſes; into each of which he com- 
manded Giaffer to infuſe a certain kind 
of powder, Which had the virtue to lay 
them aſleep for twelve hours, not ſpar- 
ing even the vizir, himſelf, nor Meſ- 
rour; and having ingeniouſly given each 
his doſe, they preſently fell aſleep. The 
caliph then called up two mutes, and 
ordered them to lay theſe eight perſons 
on a chariot which had been brought 
there by his orders, and then conducted 
them two leagues from Bagdad, to a ve- 
ry fine houſe on the banks of the Tigris, 
which belonged to the ſurveyor-general 
of his buildings. Here he cauſed the 
three men and their wives to he ſtripped 
naked in his preſence; and having put 
them on freſh linen and fine drawers *, 
he commanded them to be put two and 
two into three beds, which were fitted 
up under one alcove. After this, he 
painted the grand vizir all black with his 
own hands; and cauſing him to be 
cloathed like a ſlave, and Meſrour like a 
woman, he placed them on a Perſian car- 
pet, near the men and their wives. The 
caliph hid himſelf behind a curtain, and 
waited impatiently for the time when they 
ſhould all awake. Theſe eight perſons 
recovering from their ſtupefaction partly 
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termined how to act. 
© leſs,” ſays he to himſelf, ſome new 
© frolick which the Commander of the 
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in the ſame time, but eſpecially Alcouz, 
Taher, the miller, and their three wives; 


they were amazed to find themſelves in 
„in a place to which they were ut- 


ter ſtrangers; and to ſee likewiſe the rich 
embroidered robes which ſeemed to be 
deſigned for their uſe. ff} 

They conſidered all this as a dream, 
with ſilence and aſtoniſhment; when the 
vizir, ſeeing the chief of the eunuchs in 
a/woman's dreſs, burſt out a laughing: 
Good morrow, my pretty brunette, 


cried he; how have you ſlept to-night?” / 


The eunuch, having attended to his 


garb, was for ſome moments perfectly 
confounded; but as foon as he had taken 


a. ſtrict ſurvey of the vizir, he laughed as 


leud to ſee how black he was painted. 
Good morrow, handſome black, re- 


plied he merrily: one may ſee by the 
freſhneſs of your countenance that you 
© have had a ſound ſteep.” | 
This anſwer ſurprized the vizir; who, 
examining his hands, and his flave's 


_ dreſs, muſed ſome time upon this pleaſant 


adventure; and not being able to recol- 
lect any thing of the room he was in, 
was at a loſs to comprehend the meaning 


of his own and the eunuch's diſguiſe; ' 


but remembering the three men and their 
wives to be preſent, he immediately de- 
© This is doubt- 


© Faithful has contrived to pleaſe his 
© fancy: we will humour the jeſt, and 
© endeavour to make him merry in the 


'© ſcene I am to act. Then embracing 
Meſrour in a jocoſe manner—* My love- 
ly companion, and light of my eyes, 


ſaid he, let us follow the example of 
theſe happy married folk. I promiſe 
to reſtore you my affection, if you will 
be more faithful hereafter; but if ever 
ſurprize you with the handſome Zem- 
toud, who was with you yeſterday, I 
wear I will either ſtab or poiſon you 
In revenge of your perfidy.” 


The chief of the eunuchs, amazed at 


this behaviour of the vizir, and looking 


ſteadily at him—* Are you mad, Giaf- 
Have you forgot who 


< fer? ſaid he. 
you areꝰ No, my dear Zulica, re- 
plied Giaffer; I perfectly remember that 
© I am Chapour, your faithful ſpouſe: 


_ ©: why, do you pretend not to know me? 


© Have you forgot, ſince yeſterday, the 
«. goodneſs of our maſter Saed, who re- 
« conciled us together? And did not 
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you promiſe: him never to ſee vou 
© ſpark Zemtoud again? And 2 5 
© you remember to have heard the hiſ- 
* tery of theſe gentle huſbands, whom 
he engaged to come and live with him, 
and from whole example I am induced 
ſincerely to pardon your paſt behaviour, 
on condition that you are more faith- 
ful for the time to come 
The more ſeriouſly the vizir talked, 
the more Meſrour believed him to be out 
of his wits; and yet neither could ac- 
count for this ſtrange metamorphoſe. 
What ſenſeleſs diſcourſe is this, my 
dear friend replied the eunuch. Com- 
« poſe yourſelf; and remember that I am 
Meſrour, the chief of the eunuchs to 
© the ſovereign Commander of the Faith- 
ful, to whom you are the grand vizir. 
Ceaſe, then, this pleaſantry; and ſup- 
preſs— * You miſtake, interrupted 
_ Giaffer: © you are mad to think fo ridi- 
©,culoufly. I wiſh you was come to 
© yourſelf; but the wine you drank yeſ- 
< terday has confounded your ideas. 


© Remember that we are no more than 


© thepoorflaves of Saed; who is certain- 
© ly the beſt maſter in all Bagdad.” 
Giaffer, in pronouncing theſe laſt 
words, was going to embrace Meſrour a 
ſecond time; but this laſt, rudely repulſ- 
ing him, cried out—* You are mad your- 
« ſelf!. And I appeal to theſe good peo- 
ple, whether we had not yeſterday the 
© honour to accompany the caliph in his 
© nocturnal ramble? Did not we go 
© with him into a houſe inthe ſuhurbs of 
© this city, being led by the extraordi- 
© nary laughterof this company? Did 
©, not we engage them to paſs the night 
in a houſe cloſe to the palace, where we 
© had an excellent collation, and where 
they entertained us with their adven- 
© tures, which were very extraordinary? 
© Did not we infuſe into their wine a pow- 
© der which laid them inſtantly aileep ? 
What! am I now dreaming? And 
© are not you diſtracted; or your mind, 
at leaſt, diſturbed with the fumes of 
© the wine of which you yeſterday drank 
too plentifully ?” d 255 


Alcouz, Taher, the miller, and their 


wives, my lord, who liſtened with a pro- 
found ſilence, were in the utmoſt aſto- 
niſhment to hear this diſpute between 
the vizir and the eunuch. They were 
not unacquainted with the frequent and 
comical adventures of the caliph; but 
Giaffer and Meſrour were ſo x ey 
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\< iſed that they imagined them to be 
3 "ſlay D wm had attended him 
whom Meſrour ſaid was the cajiph. _ 


In the mean time, Haroun Arreſchid, 


who was concealed behind the curtain, 
| beheld with infinite pleaſure all that paſſ- 
od between theſe eight perſons. He could 
ſcarce forbear laughing to {ee the chief of 
the eunuchs torment himſelf on account 
of the obſtinacy with which. Giaffer in- 
ſiſted that he was his wife. I am not, 
aid the epnuch again, your dear Zu- 
« lica, neither is Zemtoud my ſpark ; 
© nor do] believe there are in all Bagdad 
© any ſuch perſons.” You, are certainly 
drunk Kill: if you are not, I cannot 
tell what pleaſure you can take in wea-' 
« rying. my. patience. And though I 
© cannot deviſe how we came by theſe 
© cloaths, yet I am ſure my name is 
« Meſrour, and that I am the chief eu- 
© nuch to the Commander of the Faich- 
«© ful; and, in ſpite of that ſooty com- 
© plexion, the features of your face de- 


/ 


« clare you to be no other than Giaffer 


the graud-vizir. It is true, I am not 
« able to comprehend how we and theſe 
© three couple were tranſported to this 
© ſtrange place; yet, in ſpite of theſe de- 
© lufions, which can never alter our ſtate, 
© I thall always be Meſrour, and you 
vill never ceaſe to be Giaffe. 


Though Alcouz, Taher; and the reſt,” | 
bore: no part in this converfation, yet 


they were thoroughly provoked at the 
obitinacy of the eunuch, who could not 
be brought to acknowledge Giaffer for 
his huſpand. This laſt, who played his 
part to perfection, at length prætended to 
tall into a furious paſſion with Meſrour. 
He had already cuffed him with his fits, 
which theother bore very gravely; when 
the caliph, who was cloathed like amer- 
chant, and had hitherto reſtrained his 
laughter, entered the chamber where this 
merry ſcene was exhibited. * Zulica, 


{aid he to the chief eunuch, very gravely, - 


* why does your huſband {till retain 
© theſe marks of reſentment? Did not 
vou both promiſe me yeſterday to live 
in perfect union? Are all your pro- 
© nuſes come to this? Some freſh ſub- 
ect of jealouſy, occaſioned I ſuppoſe by 
© the handſome Zemtoud, has autho- 


* rized Chapour to treat you in this ſharp 


* manner.”. 


The ſudden appearance of the caliph, 


the diſcourſe he held with Meſrour, and 
the name Zulica, which he had given him, 
io diſconcerted this eunuch, that he was 
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at firſt ſtruck dumb; but recovering from 
his ſurprize, he quickly perceived the ca- 


liph had diverted himſelf at his expence, 


and that Giaffer had acted the wiſeſt 


part. He then burſt out a laughing: 
My lord,” faid he to the Commander 


of the Faithful, proſtrating himſelf at his 


feet, I am clearly convinced Giaffer 


© has a hundred times more wit than I 


© have; but I eſteem myſelf happy, if, 


through my fooliſhneſs, your majeſty 
has for a'tew moments been agreeably 
< entertained.'— © I ſhould have been 
very forry, my dear Meltour,” replied 
the caliph, if you: had diſcovered the 


* preſence-of mind as Giaffer has done; 


© that would havedeprived me of an infi- 


©. nite pleature. . But now, as we have 
taken off the maſk, I ſhould be glad to 
© know how Alcouzz Taher, the miller, 
and their wives, reliſhed your diſpute.” 
— Sovereign Commander of the Faith- 
© ful,'repliedAlcouz,(for decency would 
not permit him to proitrate himſelf with 
the reſt before the caliph, as he was in 
bed) © the magnificence of your apart- 
© ment, and the ſplendour of the robes 
© lying on theſe ſophas, induced us to 
regard the 2 Giaffer an 


Meſrour only as a dream ariſing from 


the intoxicating fumes of the wine; 
nay, Lam not yet ſure, while I have the 
honour of ſpeaking to your majeſty, 


action appear.” 

The caliph laughed at this thought of 
Alcouz.. * No, no,“ faid he, © you are 
© all wide awake, But riſe; and let each 
© of you put on thoſe robes, which I de- 
© ſigned: you as a reward for reciting 


© your pleaſant adventures; and when 


© you are diſpoſed to depart, you will 
find a chariot ready to carry you 
© home.? ; 


_Haroun Arreſchid, my lord, then re- 


tired with Giaffer and Meſrour into ano- 


ther chamber; where the vizir cleaned 


himſelf, and all three changed their ha- 


bits. In the mean while, the fix married 
people dreſſed themſelves with thoſe mag- 


nificent robes the caliph had appointed 
them; and after having demanded and 
eaſily obtained leave, they thanked the ca- 


liph for his generoſity, and were conveyed 


to their habitations. But I am igno- 
rant, my lord, whether Lira, Salle, and 


the miller's wife, were aſterwards as 


faithful to their huſbands as they had 


promiſed, | 
A hiſtory 
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could be eraſed from my mind, you 


A hiſtory fo ſingular as this which 
- Ben-Eridoun had rehearfed to Schems- 
Eddin, wonderfully delighted him; and, 
though afflicted as rhis unhappy prince 


Tas, he could not forbear laughing ſe- 


veral times at the comical adventures it 
contained. My dear vizir, ſaid he to 
the fon of Abubeker, if the loſs I have 
© fiſtained in my dear Zebd-El-caton 


© doubtleſs would be able to baniſh it 


© from my memory: but, as I well know - 


© this cannot be effected by human art, 


I fubmit myſelf to the ſupreme dif- - 


* poſal of the Almighty. The only re- 
© queſt I daily make is, that you at leaſt 


may ſurvive to entertain me till the 


great prophet ſhall be pleaſed to pre- 
0 Ent me before the throne of his Di- 


| ping Ben-Eridoun, tenderly embracin 


is feet, © why is this goodneſs extend 
© to ſuch a ſlave as I am? And why am 
© I not permitted to lay down my life, 


that I may render my ſovereign per- 


< fectly happy? Yes, I ſwear, by the 
© ſixdropsot ſweat of Mahomet *, which 


produced the roſe and rice, that I am 


© ready to ſacrifice my heart for 12 
© majeſty. But, my lord, we ſhoul 

© deſpair; for, if one ought to give any 
© credit to a dream, that which I had 
© laſt night would incline me to think 
© your misfortunes may be relieved.'— 


© And what haſt thou dreamed laſt 


night? returned the king very eagerly. 
E ; | - OT yes lord, replied he, that 


I was in a deep ſleep, when a great wind 


© opened my chamber - window, at the 


noiſe of which I was ſuddenly awaked; 


and, to my aſtoniſhment, beheld at my 
* bolſter the Alborak F of our great 
prophet, who beſtowed on me a thou- 
. ſand careſſes. Inſpired, without doubt, 
m that moment, I aroſe and purified 


© which tranſported me through the air 
£ with incredible ſwiftneſs, till at length 


I arrived at Serendib ; where the firſt 


< perſon I ſaw was my father. I haſtily 


vine Majeſty.'—* Ah, my lord! re- 


not. 


myſelf; and having offered my devo- 
tions, I mounted this divine animal, 
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© got off the beaſt, whom I bound to 2 
tree. Abubeker took me by the arm, 
and conducted me to a moſque, whoſe 
© door ſpontaneouſly eloſed upon us. 
& Adore,” faid he, © the meſſenger of 
«© God!” and proftrated himſelf, I im- 
* mediately threw myſelf with my face 
to the earth God is God!“ I cried, 
and Mahomet is his great prophet!" 
* Scarce, my lord, had I finiſhed a prayer 
© fo common with us, before Mahomet - 
© broke from a ſhining cloud: he led a 
© lady in his hand, who appeared to me 
far ſuperior in beauty to all the women 
© I had ever ſeen. ,* Happy Schems- 
% Eddin,“ ſaid he,“ for thy deſtiny is 
« worthy of envy, thou ſhalt recover a 
«© wite whole merits are equal to one of 
«© my Houries. Were I to return to the 
% earth, my utmoſt deſire would be 
* bounded in poſſeſſing a beauty like 
„ hers.” Then putting her into the 
© hands of Abubeker, darkneſs inſtantly 
concealed the prophet from my eyes; 
and finding myſelf inſenſibly remount- 
ed on the alborak, I flew with the fame 
velocity as before, and re-entered my 
chamber. I went to bed again, and 
ſlept till morning, when the hour of 
prayer awaked me: but I was fo fa- 
tigued, that, if I had really undergone 
the 2 to Serendib in ſo little time, 
I believe I ſhould not have been more 
weary. This, my lord, was my dream; 
and I wiſh it may portend a happy 
© iſſue to your misfortunes.— Ah, my 
dear Ben-Eridoun!* replied the king, 
in a ſorrowful tone, © ſhould even the. 
© return of thy father reſtore me to my 
© fight, I muſt yet be miſerable, ſince 
© my dear Zebd-El-caton is irrecovera- 
© bly lot. But as I promiſed Abube- 


© ker, in the moment of our ſeparation, 


* 


to ſubſcribe without reluctance to the 


© decrees of my deſtiny, I will baniſh 
© from my breaſt an idea fo frightfully 
© afflicting as this. Though 3 
© but obſerve, if Mahomet had pleaſed, 
© he might long ago have ended my 
« diſtreſs by depriving me of a miſerable 
© life: but then my ſorrows would not 
have been ſo agreeably beguiled with 


* Mahomet making a journey to the throne of God in Paradiſe, God turned and looked 
at him. Mahomet was fo greatly aſhamed, that he ſweat; and having wiped the ſweat off 
with his finger, fix drops fell out of Paradiſe, from which immediately ſprung up the roſe 


and rice. | 


+ The Alborak is an animal leſs than a mule, and bigger than an aſs; it partakes of the 
nature of both thoſe animals, and which the Mahometans believe was ſent by God to carry 


their great prophet into Heaven. 


_*© thy 


* 


= thy entertaining hiſtories, Purſue, my 
dear friend, purſue thy career, and re- 
move the melancholy remembrance that 


«© overwhelms me with ſome freſh nar- 
e ration.) Les, my lord, replied 


Ben- Eridoun, who had much ado to re- 
ſtrain ſnedding of tears for the misfor- 


tunes of his ſovereign: is your majeſty 


«£ then diſpoſed to hear the adventures of 
Faruk the Corſair ??—* Very willing- 
ly, returned the monarch I am in- 
« tereſted in the deſtiny of that unfor- 
« tunate prince: and, if I rightly re- 


member, he aſſumed that title himſelf,” - 
—* It is true, my lord,” replied the young 


vizir; * and you will perceive his life to 
© be a complication of evils: and I ſhall 
not only rehearſe his hiſtory from the 


time he was ſeparated from the Princeſs 


* Gulguli- Chemame, but alſo every 


thing recorded of him by an ancient 


+ Arabian author, who wrote a hiſtary 
* of thoſe princes that reigned in the iſles 
of Divandurou*®.”. ts 


THE HISTORY OF FARUK. 


N Mount Caucaſus there formerly 

ſtood a little city called Gur r, 
from the multitude of wild aſſes which 
inhabited a neighbouring foreſt. The 
king of this country had four ſons, by 
as many different ſultanas, all born in 
one day. The firſt was called Suffrak, 
the ſecond Kobad, the third Bzarmeher, 
and the fourth Faruk. 

As this monarch treated his four ſons 
with equal indulgence, it was g 
for them to judge who ſhould be his ſuc- 
ceſſor: but if any one deſerved to fill the 
throne preferably to the reſt, it was un- 
doubtedly Faruk; in him were united 
all the eminent qualities neceſſary to form 
the character of a great prince. He had 
ſcarce attained to his twelfth year, when, 
by rivalling his brothers in every manly 
and military exerciſe, he attracted the 
daily applauſes of the people of Gur; 
and your majeſty may well ſuppoſe theſe 


encomiums penetrated, like poiſoned ar- 
rows, into the hearts of Faruk's three 


brothers. | | 
Faruk frequently talked with his bro- 


thers of the difficulty that would ariſe 


A A a 6A Aa 
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about the kingdom. As there can bat 


one of us aſcend the throne,” faid Fa- 
ruk, what will become of the other 
© three ? Iperceive, if either of them che- 
© riſh the Feaſt ſpark. of ambition, his 
© fituation will be pitiable indeed. 
Let us, then, replied Suffrak, pre- 
vent the diſappointment in good time. 


IJThbere is the illuſtrious Zeyfadin; by 


© his ſage counſels it ſeems as if the ſun 
© and ſtars were taught to regulate their 


© courſe: his admirable ſkill in aſtro- 
_ © logy is ſo extenſive, that his mouth is 


© the treaſure of the ſublime ſciences. 


Let us go and conſult him in our duty, 


but under ſuch a diſguiſe as his art can 
only detect; and, ſince we firmly be- 


* heve his predictions to be ratified by 


Heaven, we will each of us take a ſo- 
© lemn oath to abide by his deciſion z 


© then, without murmuring, let thoſe 


© who are excluded the throne” depart 
© hence, and by their valour procure 
© other kingdoms.* 

This reſolution being unanimouſly re- 


ceived, the four brothers diſguiſed them- 


ſelves, and ſet out on their journey, with- 
out any retinue, and in a few days arrived 


on the ſummit of Mount Caucaſus, where 


Zeyfadin made his abode. 


This admirable perſon was at his de- 


votions waen they knocked at his door. 
As he did not interrupt himſelf to let 
them in, they knocked again. * Prinees,” 
cried he, without ſtirring, wait a little ; 


he whoſe hand turns the celeſtial ſpheres, 


© ought to be preferred to all mortals : 1 

will attend you in an inſtant.” © 
'The princes of Gur were ſtruck with 

admiration to hear that Zeyfadin, before 


he had ſeen their faces, was apprized of 


their dignity. They waited wigs reſpeck- 
fully till he had finiſned his devotions, 
and then the door was opened: but how 


was their aſtoniſhment increaſed, when 
he called each of them by his name, and 


5 


recounted the ſubject of their journey! 


© It is eaſy, my lords, ſaid he, © to gra- 


tify your curioſity; but it is almoſt 
into future events, and you will not be 
as I foreſee, he that is to fucceed the 


_ his father ſhall not only riſque 
6 his Ii 


®* Theſe iſlands are five in number, and each of them fix or ſeven lawns round : 


are ſituated twenty-four leagues from the coaſt of Malabar. The corſairs frequently reſort. : 


to theſe iſles in order to refreſh. 


1 Gur fgnifies a Wild. Aſs in the Perſian tongue, 


ke az 
/ 


always dangerous to pry too narrowly 


contented with my anſwer ; for, as much 


fe in returning home to Gur, but 
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© his own brothers will one day become 
nis mõſt inveterate enemies. I his reply, 
one would have thought, was ſufficient 
to terrify the young princes; and, in- 
deed, Faruk adviſed them not to carry 
their curioſity farther: but his brothers, 
who contemned his wiſe counſels, preſled 
the aſtrolcger to gratify them about what 
they ſo paſſionately wiſhed. 


© Since you are not to be deterred from 


1 your deſigns, ſaid the ſublime Zeyfadin, 


© deſcend the mountain by that narrow 
path; and, towards the cloſe of the day 
© you will find a woman, who ſhall in- 
form you which of you four is deſtined 
© to wear the diadem of Gur." . | 
The princes: obeyed; and, fol&wing 
the aſtrologer's directions, arrived in the 
evening at a little plain ſurrounded with 
mountains, from the midit of which aroſe 


' thick ſmoke out of a = not much 


broader than the mouth of a well. The 
good woman was fitting on a great ſtone 
on one ſide of the pit. This is ſhe," 
ſaĩd the brothers, from whom we are to 
© karn our deſtiny.” They approached 
the old woman; and having acquainted 
ber with the occaſion of their viſit, ſhe 
ordered them to take off their ſandals, 
and throw them, one after another, into 


that pit. Suffrak had no ſooner obeyed, 


than their ears were aſſaulted with a 
dreadful noiſe; and his ſandals being 


"thrown up with impetuoſity, they fell at 


their feet all blackened: with ſmoke, and 
half burnt. Kobad and Bzarmeher were 


repulſed in like manner: but Faruk's 
treatment was quite different; the noiſe 


ceaſed, the ſmoke: vaniſhed for a little, 
and his ſandals were caſt up without be- 
ing in the leaſt injured. It is you, 
then, my lord,” ſaid the old woman, 
.* who are deſtined to be one day King of 
Sur; ſince here are the certain marks 


by which Zeyfadin; who foreſaw your 


* arrival, aſſured me I ſhould know you. 
” Take your ſzndals, my lord, and con- 
© tinue your way.” fg 
If the heart of Faruk was ſecretly 
elated with this prediction, his brothers 
were no leſs ſwelled with rage and jea- 


+ loufy. However, they diſcovered no- 


thing of their minds; but, reſolving to 
deprive Faruk of his throne, they ſecretly 
contrived to make away with him. 

As they were obliged to return home 


by the ſame road they arrived, their way 


neeeſſarily led them through two moun- 
tains. This place was dangerous to ſtay 


. all night in, on account of it's being in- 


j 
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out even preſſing them to obſerve the 


he had nominated no ſneceſſor, the three 


feſted with monſtrous ſerpents, who then 
came out to take freſh air. Here jt was 
the three envious brothers contrived to 
deſtzoy Faruk, who was ignorant of this 
dangerous circumſtance. They propoſed 
to him to paſs the night in this place. 
Faruk agreed; and, after a {light repaſt, 
they laid down on the graſs: but as ſoon 
as Faruk was fallen into a profound 
fleep, his three perfidious brothers ſud- 
denly ſtarted up, and left him in this 
dangeroub .. 
The ſerpents, according to cuſtom, 
aſſembled in the middle of the night. 
Their frightful hiſſings might be heard 
more than half a league; and approach- 
ing the place where Faruk lay, they ſur- 
rounded him, and were juſt on the point 
of throwing themſelves on him, when, 
by the greateſt good fortune, a Genius 
who traverſed the air took pity on this 
unfortunate prince: Scme words he pro- 
nounced fixed. the ſerpents to the earth, 
and rendered them fo ſtiff, that they 
ſeemed as if they were all petrified. . 
At length Faruk awoke; but how 
great-was his fright to tce himſelf, as it 
were, ſurrounded with death! He ima- 
| youu his brothers were deſtroyed by the 
ſerpents; but obſerving they were all 
i moveable, had the boldneſs to venture 
through them; and, without their being 
able to offer him the leaſt injury, con- 
tinued the road to Gur. He wept bitterly 
for the ſuppoſed death of his brothers; 
but he was informed; about fix hours 
after his arrival, that they were ſafely re- 
turned. They were aitoniſhed to ſee him; 
and pretended they were fo dreadfully 
affrighted with the hiſſings of the ſer- 
pents, that each fled for his life, without 
being able to reflect on the almoſt certain 
death to which he was expoſed. Faruk, 
rather than ſaſpe&t his hrothers guilty of 
fo black a treaſon, admitted their ex- 
cuſe: he diſcovered not the leaſt diſcon- 
tent, but lived with them as uſual, with- 


oath they had taken to depart from Gur 
as ſoon as the aſtrologer ſhould decide in 
favour of one of them.” | 
It was not more than eight months 
after the princes had conſulted Zeyfadin, 
when the king their father, being a hunt. 
ing, fell backwards from his horſe, and 
was unfortunately killed on the ſpot. As 


brothers refuſed to abide by their former 
agreement; but, endeavouring to ex- 


clude Faruk, each had gained over a pany 
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bs clett himſelf in his place. This laſt relate to your majeſty,” He cauſed the 


ceding diſcovered to Faruk all the ill corple of the deceaſed king to be bound 


aich of his brothers: he directly con- to a tree; and having meaſured from it“ 
vened an aſſembly of the ſtates of Gur, ' a conſiderable diftance, he declared which 
and acquainted them with their journey ever of the four brothers had {kill ta diſ- 
to the aſtrologer; and whether they charge an arrow into the heart of his fa- 


thought or loved him better than his ther, ſhould be his ſucceſſor. 


1 


brothers, they did not heſitate about de- That there might be no grounds of. 
5 complaint among them, the princes drew 


claring for him. 
Tbere were in Gur at this time four lots who ſhould begin; and Kobad be- 
parties, who were ready to tear one ano- ing the firſt, he diſcharged his arrow, 
ther to pieces with a. civih war; when, and pierced the throat of his father. 
| behold! all the people, as if inſpired, laid Bzarmeher, a little more ingenious, ſtruck 
down their arms, and unanimouſly pro- him in the breaſt, without touching his 


poſed to the princes to abide by the de- heart; and Suffrak wounded him in the 


ciſion of the firſt perſon who ſhould enter lower part of his belly. K 
the city the day following; and at the There was now only Faruk left to try 


ſame time declared, that, if they refuſed his ſkill; and the people, knowing his 


to accept this condition, all four ſhould ability, were in no doubteof his gaining 
be excluded the throne. The three bro- the prize; when this prince broke his 
thers conſented with great reluctance; bow and arrow to pieces. 


but Faruk ſhewed not the leaſt oppoſi- What barbarity is #his?* cried Fa- 


tion. The grandees, having confined ruk. * My lords; faid he, addreſſin 
them in ſeparate apartments, poſted cen- himſelf to the grandees of the realm, 1 
tinels to prevent their a from being * renounce the throne, if it muſt be ac- 
eluded; and then locked the gates of * quired by an action ſo unworthy, and 
the city, which were alſo very ſtrictly © ſo inhuman. Let my brothers reign, 
cuardeds n. f chey pleaſe; Iſai! behold their good 
All the people paſſed the night on the © fortune without envy. As for me, TI 
walls, impatiently waiting the appearance will never pollute my hand with an 
of one who was to give peace to. Gur. action ſo impious as that which they 
The day broke without diſcovering any ©. have been induced to commit.” | 
body; when at laſt there was ſeen com- The principal lords, and all the peo- 


ing, at a great diſtance, an old calender ple, were to the laſt degree aſtoniſned; 


almoſt naked*. The air rent with the and were fo touched with this greatneſs 
joyful ſhoutsof the people; they directly of ſoul in Faruk, that they preſſed the 
opened the gate on that ſide the calender calender, with one voice, to determine 
was ſeen; they ran to meet him, and in his favour. * That was my good in- 
bore him in triumph to the-palacewhere © tention,” replied this wiſe old man; 
| wr corpſe of the deceaſed king was de- I propoſed this expedient with no other 

bi det 27 1 T1 5 

The calender was greatly ſurprized, * cern perfectly which of theſe princes 
and knew not whatto make of theſe pro 
ceedings; but he was ſoon informed that and piety ought to be the prime virtues 
he was appointed to give them a king, of a monarch; and as Faruk has given 
and that he was to chuſe one from a- © you natural proofs of them, I believe 
mong theſe four princes, who were to * the great prophet would be offended if 

acqueſce in his judgment. As the ca- I did not agree with you that he along 
lender was a man of age and experience, is worthy to reign.” EE, 
| he was not ignorant that, in nominating This deciſion of the calender was im- 

one of theſe princes, he ſhould cre- mediately attended with a thouſand joy- 

ate to himſelf enemies of the reſt ; and ful acclamations; and the three princes 
therefore, to avoid determining himſelf, retired from the city overwhelmed with 
he propoſed the expedient I am about to ſhame and confuſion. They conceived 


* Theſe calenders, who abound in all the eaſt, are perſons who ſeem to have renounced _ 


every thing; they quit their parents, wives, and children, and all their relations, to run 
through the world, and ſubſiſt on alms: but they are obſerved to be not very exact in their 
religious conduct; on the contrary, there are often ſeen among them perſons who live in all 
kinds of debauchery. 8 


x 4 
4 
r c r dP AT 
Ser 3 on Je - a OE IN — 2 
Fo SLA : EY r re * * 2 agen 1m 8 MAS — * 
* * bode” 1 r 8 #7 OS. — Da - 
GRP 2.4 Pg. Lf 1 Wen Pa” 


Vets ee rene ay tr ng ee * — . 
3 > - 2 nant. Mfr AY © Ob ne Se 
. __ 222 x > 3 - WS 2 5 
. * : 


* . J * & 
n 


Mee 


— a — 
Nee A ns _ ee 
. . r 


view than to leave yourſelves to diſ- 
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and his ſubj 
der his mild and gentle adminiſtration; 


7 


being excluded the throne by the voice 
of the people, but alſo to ſee that their 
ambitious thirſt after power had betrayed 
them into the commiſſion of art impiety 
which themſelves regarded with horror ; 


and, reſolving to work their brother's - 
deſtruction, they departed from Gur with 
24 full purpoſe to put their deſign in exe- 


cution. | 6 | 
. - Meanwhile, the oath of fidelity was 


[4 taken to the new king. He celebrated 


the obſequies of his father with great 


magnificence, and would fain have re- 


tained the calender near his perſon. But 
this good old man deſired to be excuſed. 


£ It will be thought, my lord, ſaid he, 
© that your goodneſs is only the effect of a 


bare complaiſance which I had to de- 
cide in your favour: but I would have 


of conſcience, without the leaſt view of 
my own intereſt, May Heaven grant 
you a happy reignz and when you ap- 
proach the period of your life, may the 
angels who are to regiſter all your 
words, preſent thoſe only which are 
moſt agreeable to the Divine Being!” 


_ Saying this, he departed from Gur, with- 


out receiving the leaſt mark of generoſity 


from this prince. 


Three months had. now paſſed, my 
lord, (continued Ben-Eridoun) during 
which Faruk poſſeſſed his throne in peace, 

As were rendered happy un- 


when his brothers ſurprized the city one 


dark night at the head of ſix thouſand 


men, of which the greateſt part were 


Arabian robbers. Theſe villains, taking 


n from the general fright which 
prevailed, maſſacred all that oppoſed their 


fury: but while they were huſied in plun- 
: . the inhabitants, Faruk, having 


rallied all the officers and ſoldiers he could 
collect, fell like a lion upon his enemies. 


_ He performed every thing that could be 


expected from the braveſt of men; but 
perceiving his attendants were almoſt all 


lain, and that it would be raſhneſs to 


expoſe his perſon to farther hazard, he 
changed his cloaths with an Arabian 


- whom he had killed with his own hand; 


and having diſguiſed his face, he retired 
alone from Gur, and ſodght his ſafety 
by night. | 4 gi. 


The horrors of the day ſucceeded thoſe 
of the night; nothing was to be ſeen in 
all parts of the city but torrents of blood; 
| — the Arabians not only found among 


Gur without ſhedding a fl 


it known that I followed the dictates 


* 


FCC 
2 violent deſpair, not only from their 


the ſlain him whom tliey miſtook foe 
Faruk by the richneſs of | his dreſs, but 
alſo Suffrak, Kobad, and Bzarmeher, 


who all periſhed by an effect, no doubt, 


of the Divine Juſtice. The Arabians, I 
ſay, having finiſhed the plunder, and 
maſſacred all the inhabitants, without 
rug either age or ſex, ſet fire to the 
our corners of the city, and to the mid. 
dle of it, which in three days time re- 
duced it to aſnes. 8 
The unfortunate Faruk, not only de- 
prived of Ifis throne, but alſo reduced to 
extreme miſery, could not depart from 
bod of tears, 
'The flames, which now appeared at a 
great diſtance, took from him all hopes 
of ever re-aſceuding. the throne of his 
anceſtors. He haſtened, therefore, as faſt 
as he was able, from this frightful place, 
but with a reſolution to conceal his miſ- 
fortunes from all the world. 
The prince had travelled three days 
through ſeveral bye-roads, when he en- 
countered two calenders ſitting by a foun- 
tain at a flight repaſt. He approached 
them; aud as they conjectured from his 
looks he wanted ſemething to eat, they 
invited him to fit down with them. Fa- 
ruk, who was almoſt famiſhed with 
hunger, and needed no entreaties, de- 


voured, in a ſhort time, all the proviſions 


they b. h 

As ſoon as the prince had appeaſed the 
rage of hunger, he croſſed his hands on 
his ſtomach; and fixing his eyes to the 
earth, became ſo deeply abſorbed in his 
ſorrowful reflections, that he continued 
near an hour in that melancholy pol- 
ture, RES Ee 

The calenders, who beheld him with 
aftoniſhment, were touched with a lively 
ſenſe of his affliction: and the eldeſt hav- 
ing broken ſilence My brother, ſaid 


- 


he to the prince, we are fo deeply con- 


cerned for the profound anguiſſi which 
your mind ſeems to labour under, that, 
though we have known you but a few 
moments, yet both this young calender 
© and myſelf will omit nothing in our 
© power to aſſuage your grief, and diſ- 
c pel that gloom which overcaſts your 
© mind. Speak, Sir, and do not relin- 
© quiſh the aſſiſtance we offer: weak as 


© it is, it may do you more ſervice than 


«a a aA A 


you are aware of at preſent.” 


The Prince of Gur, who had hitherto 
kept ſilence, was rouzed from his medi- 
tation by the obliging offers of this good 
vid man,  * Generous calender,” ſaid = 
| 5 excuſe. 
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© excuſe my rudeneſs; the cruel ſituation 
I] am in is ready to overwhelm me: 


© ſcek-not'to be acquainted with my diſ- 


© treſs, I conjure you. If I have ap- 
« reared inſenſible of your kindneſs, I 


© heartily thank you for your generous 


_ © ſentiments z and all the favour Tre. 


quite is to be received into your com 
« pany, and to be permitted to conform 
© to your rules, and wear the habit of 


£ your order. How, Sir!” returned 
the old man, a little aſtoniſhed, * are you 


really deſirous to become a calender? 


Ves, replied Faruk, with a figh; © I 
« was determined from the moment I 
© came hither, ſince at preſent IJ know 
© of no better courſe. Here is a ring; it 


is all T have left out of a conſiderable 
fortune I once poſleſſed: I will ſell it 


© the firſt opportunity; and, while the 
© money laſts, we will live as hrothers. 
—* You know us badly, replied the 


youngelt of*the two calenders: the ſale 


of your ring is uſeleſs; it ſhould be 
© kept to the laſt extremity. We are of 
_ © a profeſſion that ſuffers us to want no- 
© thing, provided we do not want aſ- 
* ſurance; therefore keep that precious 


© toy till another ſeaſon ; and in the mean 
time never be perplexed how to live. 


© This young calender, replied the old 
man, has {poke right: our firlt inſti- 


* 


trine may perhaps be difficult to com- 
prehend. Here it is explained: we poſ- 
ſeſs nothing in this life but the bare en- 
joyment thereof, becauſe death obliges 
us to quit all the riches upon earth; 
why, then, do we ſuffer our minds to 
be diſtracted, and cruetly harraſſed, to 
preſerve thoſe riches which oppoſes ſuch 
enemies to us? Let us only practiſe 
thoſe maxims in philoſophy. which are 


monly begin with ſpending all we poſ- 
wiſeſt amongſt us: and, when we once 


upon the patrimony of others as an in- 
exhauſtible reſource on every occaſion. 
In ſhort, who of any ſpirit will refuſe 
to entertain a calender, let him be in 
what part of the earth ſoever? Who is 
there, from the king to the meaneſt 
artizan, that does not think it an ho- 


a «a a a a a a a KM a KX oa © A a = a 4a 2a & 


* help us to the moſt delicious morſels ? 
It is true, we are obliged to wear a 
* Maik, and appear different to what we 


* tution teaches us to forſake a little, 
that we may gain much; This doc- 


peculiar to our profeſſion. We com 
ſeſs; at leaſt, this is the practice of the 


get this habit on our back, we look 


nour to admit us to their tables, and 


- 


TARTARIAN TAI IS. Tog: 


© huſbands aſleep, and renders us agree- 


© able to the- generality of their wives, 


© who are ſcarcely vigble- to any but 
© ourſelves, through the blind confidence 
* they place in our habit. In fine, my 
dear brother, there ig not a life more 
delicious, or more ſenſual, than that 
© of an able calender; and when once 
you poſſeſs the true reliſh thereof, you 
© will never defire to change. * 
Faruk liſtened very attentively to the 
old man's diſcourſe, notwithſtanding his 
grief, and obſerved that it abounded with 
good ſenſe. Your way of life a 6 
FA Y Ppear 
ſaid he, © ſo agreeable, that, from this 
picture alone which you have drawn 
N * 
© of it, Llong to become a calender, and 
© take the habit.'—* Four ſnips of a 
pair of ſciſſars will initiate you into our 
© ſociety,” anſwered the youngeſt calen- 
der; and you have nothing to do but 
«* ſtrip off your leabit for a moment.” 
Faruk obeyed in that moment; and tak 
ing his garment, he cut it to pieces; and 
ſewing it neatly together again, was 
forthwith recognized by the other two 
calenders. | 1 
They had now ſat long enough by 
the fountain; and all three ſtarting up, 


ſteered their courſe to the firſt city which | 


preſented to their view. The prince, Who 
could not ſo ſoon forget his misfortunes, 
ſighed now and then; which the old ca- 


| lender obſerving, reproached him with 


it as unworthy the profeſſion he had em- 
braced. _ Come, any dear brother, faid 
he, remember that, in putting off your 
© garment, you have diveſted yourſelf of 
© all human weakneſs ; drive therefore - 
from your mind thoſe gloomy reflec- - 
tions which continue to diſturb you. 
Any perſon beſides us, of leſs expe- 
© rience, would deſire to be acquainted 
© with the hiſtory of your adventures, 
© and would probably ſay that the re- 
* cital of them would aſſuage your grief; 
but nothing is more fall than ſuch 


© reaſnning; for it would renew the re- 


membrances of thoſe misfortunes which 


you ought to forget. We ſhall not 
« preſs, you upon this head, till we may 


judge by your behaviour that you are 

© become altogether inſenſible of your 

© paſt misfortunes. No more grief, my 
dear brother; let us baniſh it from our 
© company, it is a mortal poiſon to the 
© human mind. Let us, for the future, 
. © breathe nothing but joy! And, to 


© ipſpire you with it, I will acquaintyou 
8 Oar ih 


« with 


e really are; it is that which lays jealous 
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treme poverty. 


/ 


with the hiſtory of my life, from which 
you will learn my reaſon for wearing 


© this habit: liſten to me, and the jour- 
© ney we have to go will appear the 


1 ſhorter,” 


. I 
« 


LENDER. 


Was born at Backu -. My father was ; 


a rice-merchant, who lived near a 
convent of derviſes. He lived an irre- 


gular life, and was ſcarce ever to be found 


in his ſhop; and as beſides he had but 
little buſineſs, he was ſoon reduced to ex- 


a friendſhip for me, and taking compaſ- 


ſion on me, took me into his convent 
when I was about five years old; ſo that 


I was no farther expence to my father; 


who, having paſſed through a weariſome 
. girl's father came to our houſe to buy a 


life, died when I was twelve years old. 

I went to ſee my diſconſolate mother, 
and wept tenderly for the loſs of my fa- 
ther; when my mother ſpoke to me in 


this manner: Do not afflict yourſelf 
* for my huſband; forbear ſhedding tears 
for one who deſerves them ſo little; 


< weep no more as for a father, for one 
© who had no ſhare in your birth!* This 


_ diſcourſe ſurprized me; and looking ſted- 


faſtly at my mother “ You are aſtoniſh- 


ed, ſaid ſne. I have reaſon to be ſo, 
replied I; for if the deceaſed was not 


my father, which he was always taken 
for, who am I indebted to for my be- 
ing? — To the old dervis who has 
brought you up, anſwered my mother; 
you are his ſon and mine: without his 
aſſiſtance we ſnould have lived this long 
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A dervis who ufed fre- 
quently to come to our houſe conceived 


time paſt in the moſt ſhocking indi- 


Ke 


gence; for my huſband's idleneſs and 


exceſſes had reduced me to beggary 
even a long time before you came into 
the world. This derxis has been our 

entire ſupport, by ſupplying us abund- 
antly with the neceſſaries of life. On 
my fide I was not ungrateful: the der- 
viſes do nothing for nothing; and I do * 
not repent the return I have made this 
one. 3 . 
My mother was ſtill in tears, when the 


dervis entered: ſhe told him that ſhe had 


juſt informed me of his being my father; 
and this man embracing me in the molt 
tender manner—* Child,” ſaid he, © he. 

have yourſelf well, and honour your 
mother; you ſhall want for nothing. 


I made a ſuitable return to theſe expreſ- 
| Phan ED ſitions of parental affection from my new 
THE ADVENTURES OF THE OLD A- 


father; and, growing tired of the life 
had hitherto led among the derviſes, 1 


begged of him to leave me with my mo- 


ther. He granted my requeſt, and gave 
us money to buy rice; and as my mo- 


ther lived in a very frugal manner, and 


almoſt entirely at the convent's expence, 
ſhe ſaved in ſeven or eight years about 
four thouſand ſequins. * | 

I often heard my mother f of a 
very handſome girl in our neighbourhood; 
and I became ſo enamoured with her 
from. the bare report of her beauty, with- 
out ever ſeeing her, that I ſought out 


.every opportunity of making myſelf 


known to her. At laſt one offered: the 
quantity of rice-meal, and agreed with 
my. mother for a large ſack of it, that 
contained about twelve buſhels. My 
want of experience made me look upon 
this as a favourable opportunity of ſeeing 
my miſtreſs; and liſtening only to my 
fooliſh paſſion, with the aſſiſtance of a 
oung man of my own age, I put myſelf 
into the ſack, which was then filled with 
meal as high as my chin, and was in this 
{:tnation carried in the duſk of the even- 
ing to Kalem's houſe, (this was the name 
of the girl's father) where they ſet me 
down in the corner of a room, where 
the family generally eat. I had made a 
hole in the top of the ſack, through which 
J could eaſily ſee every thing that paſſed. 
I was ſcarce ſet down when a dervis ap- 
peared; but I could not ſee his face, as 
he ſat in a dark part of tlie room: there 
came in with him Kalem, his wife, and 


the beautiful Dgengiari-nar, my miſtreſs, | 


with a little dog under her arm, A flave | 
having laid the cloth, they immediately , 
fat down to ſupper. © Dgengiari-nar hap- 
pened to fit juſt facing me, and I was ſo 
tranſported at the. firſt ſight of her, 
that, forgetting the company I was in, I 
fooliſhly cried out Alas, what a fine 
< 'creature!* This indifcreet exclamation, . 


which the company heard without know- 


* Backu is the capital city of the province of Schirvan im Perſia, which gives it's name to 
the Backu Sea, This city lies on the Caſpian Sea. There is near it a very remarkable 
urs forth a black liquor, which is uſed throughout all Perſia 


ing 


fountain which continually po 


Ls 
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1; ing whenceit came, terrified them greatly: 


they got up in great hurry, and confu- 
ſion, Poked every where, except at the 
ſack where I lay hid, but not without a 


* 


thorough ſenſe of my folly, and finding 


nothing, fat down again to ſupper, where 


te voice they had heard made the chief 


ſabje& of their converſation, 


Dgengiari-nar happened not to take 


the fame ſeat; fo that not being able to 
ſee her face, I was ſtill indiſcreet r 


to attempt turning myſelf about in the 


ſack, to have the pleaſure of enjoying a 
full proſpect of her charms; but I went 


about it ſo unſkilfully, that the ſack un- 
fortunately overturned. | | 
Kalem, with all his family and the 
dervis, were greatly ſurprized at the ſackꝰs 
fall; but the dervis, ſeeing that my miſ- 


treſs's little dog barked fariouſly at it, 
began immediately to ſuſpect what might 


: really be the matter: he therefore raiſed 
up the- ſack, and untied the top of it, 


when I appeared, hut my face was ſo 


covered with meal, that it was impoſſible 
to know me. Upon this Kalem flew into 


% 


The dervis was greatly ſurprized to fee 
me in this condition; and Kalem; having 


at the fame time recovered his ſight by 
rubbing his eyes, perceived chat 1 was 


ſon to the woman from whom he had 
bought his rice-meal; - and ſeeing, by the 
poſture in which J had put myſelf, that I 


was reſolved to ſell my life at a dear rate, he 


was the more eaſily appeaſed by the dervis; 


ſo that they ſoon found it impoſſible not to 
laugh at the comical figure I made. Since 
this young man loves Dgengtari-nar,” 

"wh I te- 


ſaid the dervis, let him have 


ſeech you, my dear Kalem. He is an 


only fon; and I will take upon me to 
make his mother give him up her ſhop, 


with at leaſt four thouſand ſequins. I 
do not believe you can find in all Backy © 


5 
4 
4 
o 
o 
© a-ſon-1n-law who has been better edu- 
© cated, is an honeſter man, andwill be- 
© have towards you as a father-in-law 
5 
- 
« 
6 
o 


with more refpe&t.'—vAh!” faid I, it 


is not enough that Kalem conſents to 


make me happy: I renounce his good- 


will, if the charming  Dgengrari-nar 


does not approve of me. This delicate 
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a great fury, ran to the poniard that 
hung up againſt the wall, and was upon 
the point of running me through the 
body, when I threw a handful of meal 
into His eyes, which, by blinding him for 


way of thinking mae fo great an im- 
preſſion on Kalem, that he took me in his 
arms, telling me that his daughter was 
her own miſtreſs,” and that ſhe might 
that very moment decide my fate. She 


2 moment or two, gave me an opportu- 


nity of leaping out of the ſack in my 
ſlippers; and laying hold of a ſabre that 


happened to lie in my way, I might eaſily 
have killed Kalem and the dervis, and 


then made my eſcape; and, as it was the 
only way left of ſaving myſelf, I had my 


ſabre ready to ſtrike a blow, when, upon 


looking on the dervis, whoſe face I had 


not ſeen before, I found it was the per- 
ſon to whom I was indebted for my 


© muſt firſt, then, ſaid the dervis, © fee 


© her new lover, ſuch as he is. And, 


upon this, he immediately conducted me 
to another room, where I cleaned myſeif; 
and Kalem, who was pretty much of my 


own fize, having put one of his gowns 
on me, I made my appearance before 
the beautiful Dgengiari-nar, who liked 


me ſo well, that ſhe 3 6 


cepted of me as a huſband. 


The dervis, 
impatient to ſeem happineſs compleated, 
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; being. © Ah, dervis!” ſaid I, dropping immediately ſent for my mother, who 

a the point of my ſabre, © ſee that Iam was greatly ſurprized at my adventure, 

| Hanif, whom your conſtant friendſhip and conſented to ail I withed for. The 

x has always made you conſider as your marriage- contract was drawn wp and 

© own child! I am upon this occaſion ſigned, and that very evening the iman 

1 more indiſcreet than criminal. I loved joined cur hands. I fiept at my father- 

. the charming Dgengiari-naron the bare in- laws; and my wife was fo well ſatis- 

* report of her beauty; and not meeting fied with her chice, that the next morn- 

4 © with any other-means but the preſent ing ſhe ordered for my breakfaſt a large 

L * of ſatisfying my earneſt defire of ſeeing diſh of ſheep's feet“, with vinegar-ſauce. K 

n © her, I ohh, myſelf in this ſack, incon- I was now, my dear brother, married 1 

. © ſiderately indeed, ſince I did not know to the charming Dgengiari-nar, and the 7 

- © how I ſhould be able to get out of it.” happieſt man living, if my want of ſenſe 'Þ 

0 This is a ragovit in Turkey, which they make uſe of as a reſtorative for perſons who ? 

e have been weakened by any exceſs. They generally ſet it before married peaple the day after f 

a their wedding, in the ſame manner that in France they ſerve them with what they call 5 
| 
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had not made me the moſt miſerable. 


Every thing ſeemed to conſpire to make 


me happy : my bride in a manner adored 


me; yet, without any juſt cauſe, I took 


it into my head to be jealous of her to a 


degree that is ſcarce credible. Every 
thing alarmed me: did ſhe ſpeak to my 
mother, I fancied that my mother had 
conſpired with her to betray me; even her 
innocent marks of affection to the dervis, 


to whom we were ſo much obliged, 
alarmed me fo much, that I uſed to for- 


t his being my father; and my evil 

enius made me conſider their behaviour 
as criminal. In fine, (continued the old 
calender) I did nothing but exclaim 
againſt Dgengiari-nar, and ſcarce ever 
permitted her to ſee the day; yet, though 
I gave her no reſt, ſhe never made the 


leaſt complaint of my ill uſage. 
My mother and the dervis made me 


many repreſentations on my fooliſh jea- 
louſy, It is neither bolts nor locks,” 


aid they, that can ſecure your honour: 


© an honeſt woman is her own guardian; 


© and your groundleſs ſuſpicions tend 


© more to make her forget her duty than 
© to perſevere in it. But I was deaf to 
their advice; and at laſt my madneſs in- 
creaſed to ſuch a degree, that they re- 
ſolved to try every method of getting the 
better of it. . 

One day as the dervis was converſing 
with my mother, whilſt I was employed 


in making ſome entries in my books 
There has arrived here, {aid he, 


© within theſe three days, a young dervis 
from Circaſſia, whole beauty ſurpaſſes 
any thing that has as yet appeared at 
© Becku: I imagine that the pages who 


are to ſerve us with frult in the para- 


© diſe of our great prophet, can ſcarce 
© compare with himꝰ, ſince ſo much mo- 


_ © (eſty has never been ſeen united with 
ſo many other perfections: his cham- 


© ber is next mine; and, in conſequence 
of this neighbourhood, we have con- 


_ © trated a great friendſhip for one ano- 


ther. I am to give him a breakfaſt 
to-morrow; and therefore beg of you 
to ſend me a pullet and rice of your 


* own dreſſing, and a diſh of pilay+, 
My mother promiſed to comply, and ac- 
cordmgly got every thing in readineſs for 
theſe excellent ragouts, which ſhe ſent 
my father next morning at the appointed 


hour. I had heard all their diſcourſe, with- 


out ſeeming to take notice of itz but my 
curioſity prompting me to ſee ſo handſome 
a man, I reſolved to make one at break. 
fait with my father. I kept my mind to 
myſelf: when the diſhes were ſent off, I 
went into my wife's apartment, who was 
ſtill a- bed, on account of ſome ſlight indiſ- 
poſition, and in a profound ſleep. I did 


not think proper to awaken her, but only 


looked at her attentively for ſome time, 
when I ſhut the door; and having given 

the key a double turn according to cuſ- 

tom, I ran and knocked at the convent of 
the derviſes. I aſked for the dervis that 

was my father; and on being told he was 
in his chamber, I immediately ran to it; 
but I had ſcarce entered it, when I grew | 
pale and cold at the fight of his friend, 

I had no ſooner perceived in him all 
the features of my wife, than, falling 
down with mere weakneſs on a ſopha of 
ruſhes, and wiping my face, I cried out— _ 
Where am I? and what prodigy is this? 
My father, interrupted me here, getting 
up in great contuſion, and taking me into 
his arms in the tendereſt manner, aſked 
me what was the matter, and what dark 
cloud had overſpread my imagination. 
J anſwered, that I found myſelf diſor- 
dered the moment I entered his chamber, 


and that I choſe to return home immedi- 


ately; upon which he led me back to the 
door of the convent: as I had only the 
ſtreet to croſs to get home, the moment 
I left him, I flew to my wife's apart- 
ment. I began to reſpire, my dear bro- 
ther, when I found her in the ſame con- 
dition I had leſt her the minute before, 
and my joy on the occafion was ſo ex- 
ceeding great, that I caught her in my 
arms, and embraced her with the warmelt - 


expreſſions of affection; which ſhe re- 
turned in the moſt endearing manner. 


However, I made no great ſtay with her, 
but haſtened back to the convent, and 


* Mahomet promiſes all good Muſſulmen a paradiſe full of "delights, in which, after 
having drank well and eat well, the moſt beautiful pages will preſent them with lemons out of 
a golden diſh; and he aſſures them, that the minute they have taſted them, there will appear 
to each a young girl moſt richly attired, that will always continue a virgin, and embrace 
them; and that they will thus ſpend fifty years in the enjoyment of the moſt ſenſual 


pleaſures. > 


mon #006 all over the Eaſt. N 
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+ This diſh conſiſts of rice ſtewed with butter, lard, or ſuet, or greaſe; and is a very com- 
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ian directly to my father's cell, telling eating ſome pilau; but, hig to gib 
him I had got the better of my indiſpo- a look at the young Circaſſian, juſt as I 
ſition, and was come to breakfaſt with had taken ſome into my mouth, I found 
him. © You are welcome, ſaid he: this it impoſſible to get it down, my aſtoniſh- 
«© handſome Circaſſian and I have already ment increaſed to ſuch a degree. The 


0 


« made a beginning. Sit down to table, 
and firſt ſatisfy yourſelf with a glaſs of 


vine. I rinced a glaſs, and my father 
was going to pour me out ſome wine, 


when the Circaſſian prevented him. 


Brother, ſaid he, let me have the plea- 


ſure of helping him; I intend this day 
to do the honours of your table. The 
ſound of theſe words made me tremble; 
my hands in an inſtant became ſo weak, 
and my eyes ſo faſtened on this young 
man, whole voice perfectly reſembled my 


wife's, that I ſpilled all the wine upon 


my cloaths and the table- cloth. I made 
in a ſingle inſtant a thouſand afflicting 
reflections; and,quitting the derviſes in an 
abrupt manner, I made but one leap from 
the convent to my houſe, where my wife 
was ſtill a-bed. I was fo thunder-ſtruck, 
that I could not ſpeak to her. What 


© is the matter with you, dear light of - 


© my life,” ſaid ſhe, ſtarting up in her bed 
in the greateſt confuſion, * has any ac- 
« cident happened? Do not permit me, I 
© beſeech you, to remain any longer in ſo 


cruel an uncertainty.” 


I returned a little to myſelf. Ah, 


© Dgengiari-nar!*- ſaid I, may believe 
© what-I hear? — Why, replied ſhe, 
* whatdo you lee, and what do you hear? 


* Satisfy my curiolity this inſtant.?— 


No, faid I, © I am certawly deceived: 


© I muſt again try if my eyes are faithful 
witneſſes of what has happened in the 
+ conventof the derviſes. Ithen left her; 


and, ſhutting the door as I had alread 
done, I returned to my father's cell —_ 
eaſier in my mind than J had left it. T 
beg your pardon, ſaid I, at my firſt ap- 
pearance, for the ill- manners I have 
* been guilty of. My reaſon for leavin 
* you in ſogreata hurrry, was that I had 
forgot to leave money with my mother, 
toanſwer a Sin the expects in about 
a quarter of an hour. I have now no 
more buſineſs to take me away; and 
nothing can be more agreeable to me 
than to remain with you, and enjoy the 
5 of your company.! Let it 
be ſo, ſaid my father; we may ſpend 
* all the morning here very agreeably: 
* taſte this diſh of pilav, which has not 


c 
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Aas yet been touched; for as to the fowl 
* and rice, we diſpatched it during your 


abſence, I now began to think of 


7 
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young dervis was the very counterpart of 
gengiari- nar, both in voice and geſture; 
every thing, in fine, conſpired to make me 
beheve that no two perſons had ever been 


ſo like each other. What is the matter 


© with you, ſon?” ſaid the old dervis. 
You betray in all your ations ſo much 
uneaſineſs and diſtraction, that I am at 
a loſs what to think of you to-day.'— 
Have I not, faid I, © the juſteſt reaſon 
in the world to be ſo? Who the d 
would not take this young Circaſſian 
for my wife? I muſt own to you that 
J ran home to be ſure I had her. I 


circumſtance ſhould have diſſipated my 
apprehenſions; notwithſtanding which 
L find myſelf unable to maſter thoſe 
jealous ſuſpicions which tear my mind 


to pieces. | 


The two derviſes laughed heartily at 
this my candid confeſſion. As for my 


part, I was at a loſs how to behave on the 
occaſion, when the young dervis took 


me up. What, Sir,” ſaid he, can a 


5 reſemblance, then, between your 
wife and me, diſorder your brain in this 
manner? And ſhall jealouſy tyrannize 
over you ſo far as to make you commit 
the extravagances with which we have 
for this hour paſt been entertained} 


tainly ſhe muſt have a great fund of 
virtue not to take vengeance of your 
unjuſt ſuſpicions. I can eaſily forgive 
a delicate jealouſy; but, by carrying it 
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+ How much I pity your ſpouſe! Cer- 
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© the length you do, according te the re- 
6 
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port of this honeſt dervis, believe me, 

Sir, you take the readieſt way of mak - 

© ing your wife puniſh you as you de- 
© ſerve.” 

L liſtened with great confuſion to this 


lecture of the young dervis, and began 


to be aſhamed of my paſt conduct, at the 
ſame time reſolving in a manner to truſt 
Dgengiari-nar entirely to her own virtue; 


when the young. preacher, in moving 


himſelf a little, diſcovered to me, near one 


of his ears, a mark in every reſpect like 


one that my wife had in the fame place. 
This ſtrange fight wound up my mad- 
neſs again to the higheſt pitch. I gave 


a great ſhout, which furprized the der- 


viſes. Ah! ſaid I, © I am certainly 
© betrayed, and all my ſuſpicions were 
. g © to0 


found her both times in bed; and this 
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© too well founded. — What ſudden 
fury has ſeized you, ſaid my father. 


Have you lait your wits, or I did 
not give him time to make an end of his 
diſcourſe; I flipped out of his hands, and 
ran home in the greateſt hurry and confu- 


ſion, where I found my wife employed in 
making the Abdeſt*. I drew near her 
in the greateſt perturbation; and, having 


examined the mark-near her ear, I clapt 
my hands together, with my eyes lifted 
up to heaven, and ready to faint away 


with ſurprize. My mother, who was in 


the ſhop that was contiguous to my wite's 
apartment, came in on hearing my cries. 


She and my wife enquired earneſtly what 
might be the cauſe of my diſorder, and 


of my ſo, often going out and m; but 1 
did not as yet think proper-to give them 
any ſatisfaction. I only begged of my 
mother to prepare a, dinner for ourſelves 
and the Sha ee dervis of Circaſſia and 
his companion, whom, I told her, I in- 
- tended to invite; telling her withal, that 


I ſhould give before them a full account 
of every thing that had happened to me 


that morning, which ſhe muſt agree was 
very ſtrange and-uncommon. 


I then left them; and, at my return to 


the convent, found my father and the 
young dervis ſtill at table. I muſty” 
faid I, © acquaint you with the full extent 


© of my weakneſs. The ſign which this 


© handſome dervis has near his ear, gave 
© my jealouſy a new alarm; for my wife 


has one in the ſame ſpot: fo very like 


© this, that I again took it into my head 


£ that it was her very ſelf I faw in this 
* diſguiſe; I ran back to the houſe to 


< clear up the matter to myſelf ; but, 


© thanks to heaven, I found her at her 


£ uſual purification, ſo that all my ſuſpi- 


© cions are at an end, and I am returned 


© eaſy and ſatisfied in my mind, to ſpend 


-* © the interval between this and dinner, to 


© which I invite you. I havea mind to 


4 convince this young dervis, that, as he 


© cannot be a twin of my dear Dgen- 


© giari- nar, ſince ſhe is an only child, 
bs 3 has formed ſo great a reſem- 


& blance between them, that it is impoſ- 
© ſible not to be deceived by it. I ac- 


© cept your invitation, rephed the young 
ga, with great pleaſure: no- 


_ *'© thing can be more agreeable to me. I 
am curious to ſee this extraordinary 
* likenefs- you ſpeak of; about which, 


»The Abdeſt, or Oblation, is a ceremony which the inhabitants of the Eaſt never omit, | 


ſpecially in the morning. 


No, no, my dear 


however, the dervis my companion 58 
* not altogether 
only on this expreſs condition, that no 
© fit of jealouſy ſhall be permitted to in- 
© terrupt our joy; for I am diſpoſed to be 
© merry, and perhaps at your expence,” 
— AhY ſaid I, interrupting him, <1 
« promiſe that you ſhall "A at my houſe 
as yu like. I have ſuffered fo much 
this morning, in the many ſtruggles I 
© have had to ſuſtain, that I am reſolved 
for the future to make myſelf eaſy.— 
It is the beſt thing you can do, replied 
the young man. Were I a woman, 
© and diſpoſed to play my huſband a 
© trick, he would find it to no purpoſe to 
© watch me; I could eaſily triumph over 
© all his ere and I ſhall convince 
© you'o a wr at your own houſe.” 
— You will oblige me greatly,” {aid I, 


in ſo doing. I will endeavour to en- 


* tertain you well; and you cannot do 
© me a greater favour, than that of cur- 
© ing me radically of my troubleſome 
« paſſion.? 3 : _ 

I ſpent a couple of hours very agreea- 
bly with the — derviſes ; till — 
time drawing nigh, I left them to pre- 
pare for their reception. I thought pro- 
per, before my gueſts arrived, to ſee my 


wife, to make a merit to her of my con- 


verſion, and aſſure her that, for the fu- 
ture, ſhe ſhould enjoy all the liberty de- 
cency might allow. But, my dear bro- 
ther, how great was my ſurprize, on 
opening the door of my room, the key 


of which I had never let go out of my 


poſſeſſion, when Ifound her miſſing ! 
But great as my ſurprize was in not 
finding my wife, it was much 1ncreaſed 
by finding, inſtead of her, the two der- 
viſes that I had but juſt now left at the 
convent. . So unexpected a ſight ſtruck 
me motionleſs; and I ſhould no doubt 
have fallen to-the ground, if my mother, 
who followedcloſe after me, hae not ſup- 
erke me in her arms. I remained a 
ong time without being able to utter a 
ſingle ſyllable; but being at length come 
to myſelf O Heaven! ſaid I, do 1 
< dream, or is it the devil who has perſe- 
© cuted. me all the morning, that ſtill 
takes pleaſure in impoſing upon me? 
Hani „ replied the 
old dervis, whom I told you was my fa- 
ther, you are not aſleep; there is no 
* more than a little contrivance in all this 


d: but then it is 


r ⁰yd aq Sod. ae a 
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« {> ridiculous, that we undertook to rid 


you of it. I contrived, with your mo- 
£ ther and your wite, every thing that 


« paſſed in my apartment this morning: 
your bel;aviour f. Ily anſwered our in- 


« tentions; a the beavticul dervis is no 


© other than the incomparable Dgengi- 
« ari-nar. No doubt, you will find it a 


difficult matter to comprehend what I 


© tell you, and I know you will even 
« ſcarce credit itz but it is eaſy to con- 
© yince you. Ah, then, ſaid I, with 


the greatelt eagerneſs, * loſe no time in 


doing it; let me know how it was poſ- 
© ſible that my wife ſhould at one and the 
« ſame time be in her bed and in your 
< cell, in her night-cloaths. and in the 


dreſs of a dervis.—“ I ſhall imme- 


\ 
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« diately, replied my father, * ſatisfy 
« your curioſity in this reſpect.” | 

. © Dgengiari-nar is no longer ignorant 
© how I am related to you. I found my- 


© ſelf under a neceſſity of revealing to her 
the ſecret of your birth, to obtain her 


© concurrence to the meaſures we wanted 
© to take. You muſt know, that your 
© mother's deceaſed huſband uſed to be 


© ſometimes jealous with her; and his 


© ſudden ſtarts often diſconcerted the 
© ſchemes we had laid to ſee each other, 


which gave us no ſmall concern. But, 


as in quality of treaſurer to the con- 


* 


the opportunity of the brute's going 
to the country for a fortnight, and em- 
ployed workmen that I could confide 
in, to make a paſſage between my room 


with proper counterpoiſes, do the reſt. 


to my cell in leſs than ſix minutes by the 
trap-door you now look at; whereas, 
in the common way, a perſon muſt tra- 
verſe our court, which is pretty. long, 
and open and ſhut doors; ſo that you 


your wife to put on the habit of a der- 
vis, to throw it off, and get into bed 


for you to make fo great a circuit to 
get into our convent, or out of it, and 
arrive at this apartment. Here is, 
then, my dear child, a plain diſcov 

of the whole myſtery. But I muſt = ; 
that it was with the greateſt difficulty 


nar to act her part in it. She was wil- 
ling to put up with all year extrava- 


vent I had money at will, I ſeized on 


and this apartment, under the ſtreet, - 
which is very narrow; two trap doors, 


It is an eaſy matter to go from this room 


may eaſily judge if it was impoſſible for 


again, in the interval of time requiſite 


imaginable I prevailed on Dgengiari- 
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= Huſion. Your jealouly was become” 


© gances, rather than expoſe herſelf to 
* your diſpleefure, fill I obtained her 
© concurrence by affyring her that, if ſo 
© rudea trial did not bring you to a bet= 


© ter way of thinking, you ſhould never 


© know any thing of the trick. that had 
been played on you, and that I ſhauld 
* ſoon make the handſome Circaſſian ſet 
* out for hisown country. 

We have, I believe, ſucceeded, my 
© ſon,* continued the old man; $* ſince 
© you have given me your word that you 


* would be no more guilty of the ſame # 
' © folly: and, indeed, no man ever had leſs 


© reaſon--to be jealous. Your wife is a 
.* moſt virtuous woman; ſhe has ſtretched 
© her complaiſance. for.-your weakneſs 


more than could be expected. But 


© though ſhe were ever ſo much the re- 
< yerſe, judge, my dear Hanif, by. your 
sven experience, what love is capable 


of. There is nothing that it does not 


© invent and compals to get the better of 
a jealous perſon's vigilance; and tire 
© ſuxeſt courſe a man can take, is to truſt 
entirely to the virtue and fidelity of his 
wife: I know very well that this is 
© looked upon as a very foolſh maxim in 

© theſe cafthrn countries; but there is a 
© difference to be made between living in 
* the common way, which requires that 
© women ſhould appear but ſeldom in 
* publick, and treating them with that 
© injurious diffidence that you have done 
© the charming Dgengiari-nar. You 
© have carried your jealouſy to ſuch an 
* excels, as to take umbrage at me, who 
© am your father. Even your mother's 
© affection for her daughter-in-law has 
given you uneaſmeſs. Who can you 
think, my ſon, ſhould have your ho- 
© nour more at heart than your mother 
and I? And yet you have been weak 
enough to ſuſpedt us of a deſign upon 
© It. 0 5 


Ny furyrize and confuſion were ſo 


great, (continued theold calendar) that 


I was at a loſs what anſwer to make to 
the dervis's wiſe diſcourſe. . * My dear 
« father,” ſaid I, how much I am oblige 
ed to you for having undertaken m 
cure, and ſucceeding ſo well in it! 
now lee all the force of your argu- 
ments, and I am ready to ſink with 
ſhame for my paſt cor: ut; but I am 
© reſolved to make amends for my folly 
© by ſo contrary 4 behaviour, that the 
© beautiful Dgengiari-nar ſhall have w» 
© lefs reaſon to commend me for the fu- _ 
© ture, than ſhe 3 com- 
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\< plain of me for the time paſt.” n 
this, I threw myſelf at my wife's bet, 


_ » who ſtill continued in the dervis's dreſs, 


and aſked her pardon for my ridiculous 
jealouſies with ſuch expreſſions of love 
and tenderneſs, as drew tears from my 
father and mother. 
Dgengiari- nar, unable likewiſe to con- 
tain hers, immediatel 
My dear lord, faid ſhe, * if T have al- 
© ways loved you in ſpite of the hard 
manner in which you have ſometimes 
© treated me, gueſs to what a pitch my 


love muſt be increaſed, now that you 


© affure me of an alteration that makes 
me compleatly happy!* She ſeaſoned 
her diſcourſe with ſo many endearments, 
that I kiſſed her a thouſand times; and 
cried out, in the rts of my plea- 
ſure— No, my dear Dgengiari- nar, 
there is no difference between the ze- 
_ © phyr of ſpring and the mild breath of 
_ © your mouth, which refreſhes. my heart 
© and my foul. Iam a new man; and 
© the moſt agreeable moments of in y lif 
© will be thoſe that I ſhall ſpend in ſeck- 
© ing the means of pleaſing you. This 
ſudden change in me gave my father 
and mother the moſt ſenſible ſatisfac- 


tion. Nothing could equal the pleaſure - 


they enjoyed in having been inſtrumental 
in reclaiming me. As for Dgengiari- 
nar's joy, it was great beyond expreſſion. 
We now ſat down to dinner; at which 
every thing paſſed in the moſt agreeable 
manner, and I ever afterwards punctual- 
ly fulfilled the promiſe I had given. 
I lived thus with my wife about thir- 


teen years, during which time I buried 


the, dervis and my mother. The chil. 
dren I had by my wife lived but a ſhort 
time. In fine, I loſt herſelf, my dear 
brother, after a fickneſs of four months; 
and you may judge how ſenſibly afflicted 
J was at the loſs of a woman of fo great 
merit. All my friends eame to condole 
. with me on the occaſion, and endeavoured 


to diſſipate my grief; but what they could 


not do time effected. As time brings 
about every thing, ſo it inſenſibly wore 


out the memory of my deceaſed wife. 1 
at laſt began to think of nothing buthow 


to divert myſelf; and giving myſelf 
entirely to my pleaſures, } ell little x. 
little into a ſtate of the greateſt debanche- 
ry and exceſs. + | 


By negle&ing my buſineſs, my affairs 
- ® Schirar, the capital of Perſia. 


raiſed me up: 


thirty 
of Perſia and Tartary; during which I 
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; ſoon fell into diſorder; and at the end of 


two years I was ſo loaded with debts, 
that, unable to ſatisfy my creditors, I had 
no other choice left but flight to avoid a 
priſon. - I therefore ſold my effects pri- 


vately for half value, and eſcaped out of 


Backu in the diſguiſe of a calender, 
From the very firſt day of my taking on 
the habit, I liked it ſo well, that Ireſfolved 


never to leave it off; and I have now 


perſiſted in this reſolution upwards of 
ears. I have made in it the tour 


have met with a great number of adven- 
tures too long to relate. I intend, be- 
ſides, to take à journey to the Indies and 
China; and, for this purpoſe, joined com- 


pany two months ago with this young 


man, who is turned calender after my 
example, and whoſe adventures are at 
leaſt as uncommon as my own. 


When the old calender had made an 
end of his diſcourſe, Faruk, my lord, 
who had liſtened to him with infinite 
pleafure, thanked him for his kindneſs. . 
Nothing, ſaid he, can be more an 
original than your hiſtory; and, what- 
ever aſſurance you have given me, I 
can ſcarce believe that of your compa- 
nion can compare with it.'—* You 


© ſhall ſoon have an opportunity of judg- 
ing for yourſelf,” replied the young ca- 


lender. 


THE ADVENTURES OF THE YOUNG © 
CALENDER. 


mother, (for I muſt tell you I 
never had the pleaſure of know- 
ing my father, I was ſo young when he 


. died;) my mother, I ſay, lived at Schi- 


raz*, and carried on a pretty conſidera- 
ble trade in milk, butter, and cheeſe, the 
produce of flocks that belonged to her, 
and which ſhe uſed to ſend me to town to 
diſpoſe of: but I ſoon grew tired of this 
way of life. There happened to arrive 
from the Indies, about two years before, 
a company of comedians, who com- 
monly exhibited their performances in 
the market-place; where they afterwards 


_ uſed to ſell remedies, to which they attri- 


buted a ſurprizing efficacy in all manner. 
of diforders. As they knew but little 
of the Perſian tongue, they at firſt played 


+ Comedians and ballet-dancers are very common in the Indies. Their performances 


are ful of wit and humour, and they generally exhibit extempore, much like the Italian 
comedians at their firſt appearance amongſt us. Go > | 


nothing 
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but as they begun ö 
themſelves underſtond, they acquired fo 


ſome under - part; they pitc 
acted; and I behaved fo much te 
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much reputation, that every body ſaw 
them act with pleaſure, I never went to 
Schiraz without going to ſee their enter- 
tainments; and I took ſo great a liking 
to them, that I offered to make one of. 


the company. I had naturall a genius 


that way: I begged they mig t give me 


very diverting one in the firſt play they 

e lik- 
ing of all the ſpectators, that I ſoon looked 
upon myſelf as qualified to appear to ad- 
vantage in the moſt difficult characters. 
Particularly, I excelled in acting the 
drunkard; and played ſo well the part of 
the fool and the blockhead, that I might 
have been miſtaken for a real inhabitant 
of Syvry-Hiſſar. At length, my dear 
brethren, the drolleſt ſcenes had no merit 


but what L gave them. 


*__ * 


ſion; but is ſoon ſoftened by a p 


nect ſcenes, an 


But, not ſatisfied with the character of 


an excellent actor, I had likewiſe a mind 
to ſhine as an author. Till then we had 
played nothing but ſcraps of comedies, 
and almoſt always without any prepara- 
tion. As for my part, I reſolved to con- 


piece; and I ſucceeded ſo well, that my 


firſt eſſay proved a maſter-piece, I gave. 
a little farce called The Cadi Outwitted. 


I ſhall inform you of the ſubject in a few 


words, 


A cadi of Candahar *, who is a great 


miſer, has a very pretty daughter, with 


whom a young Perſian falls paſſionately 
in love. This cadi has promiſed the girl 


to a very rich old Muſſulman. The Per- 


ſian is ready to go diſtracted for fear of 
loſing his miſtreſs; and after having 


thought of many different ways of pre- 


venting a marriage which muſt make him 


 _ unhappy for the remainder of his life, 
finds none ſo likely to ſucceed as the fol- 
lowing. He waits on the cadi, who did 
not know him, to conſult him about car- 


rying away a young woman. The judge 
at firſt looks upon it as a very criminal 
undertaking, and falls into a great * 
e © 

gold; and thereupon gives his advice in 


writing, that the girl may be carried off, 


on account of the diſproportion in point 


of her age between her and the man her 


V Candahar, the capital of a province of the ſame name. This town has been often 
_ and retaken by the Indians and Perſians, and has at laſt remained in the poſſeſhon of 
2 latter. e 8 5 N 
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degrees to make 


ed upon a 


us form a contrived 


„ 


* 


cially as the perſon who intends to carry 


her off does it with a view of making | 
her his wife; and in conſequence of ano- 


ther purſe of gold he forbids the girl's 
father to give her lover any uneafmeſs, 
on pain of receiving one hundred blows 
on the ſoles of his feet. The young Per- 
ſian literally follows the advice, or ra- 


ther the commands, of the cadi, and car- 


ries off the daughter; and the outwitted 
father finds himſelf under a neceſſity of 


beſtowing her as a wife upon her ingeni« 


ous lover. Te, 
Such was the plan of my piece: but I 


a one in it the cadi's avarice in ſuch © 
ve 


ly colours, at leaſt as far as I may 


judge of the matter, eſpecially in a ſcene - 


where I played the blockhead to admira- 
ſeen my comedy acted. 


What, ſaid Faruk, ſhould not 1 5 
© comic writer have his performances by 


© heart from one end to another? What 


can hinder you from giving us this '- 


© diverting ſcene?* _ 
Ah, brother! (anſwered the young 
man) it is impoſſible it ſhould appear 


to the ſame advantage that it did on the 


ſtage. | 
© That is no matter, replied the other 


two calenders; we ſhall make allow- - 


© ances for the want of actors. We 
© know that it is no eaſy matter for one 
man to play different parts.” | 


_ Since you are ſo earneſt, then, (ſaid 


the new comedian) I ſhall do my endea- 
yours to ſatisfy you. a 


You muſt firſt repreſent to yourſelf | 


the cadi alone at his houſe, complainin 

of the too good behaviour of the inhabi- 
tants of | 32 _ that 8 was 
very ſlack this year, eſpecially in a eri - 
4 way. i mba his Sa with 
one of my companions, dreſſed like coun- 
trymen. We appeared to be both of us 
quite, out of breath; and made him al- 
moſt mad with a very comical dumb 


ſcene. In fine, impatient to ſee us ſpeak | 


only by ſigns, and curious to know the 
matter, he begins as follows, PEN 


 Cadi, Theſe two ſcoundrels myſt 0 


certainly be' drunk or dumb, with all 
their ſigns, of which I can make no- 


's 
FA Clown. [This was my part, 


„„ uy 


parents would marry her to, and eſpe- 


tion, that I could heartily wiſh you had 


ſ 
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my 
worſhip's leave, we have haſtened with ſo 
much diligence o- Ah, how T am out 
of breath! Goſſip, tell his worſhip your- 
felf what we-have ſeen; you can beſt clear 
up the matter to him. | 
. . Cadi. Plague on the brutes! ; 
Second Clown. fcrying.} Tell it 
yourſelf, if yon can; I am fo beſide my- 
ſelf, and fo trovbled. | 


Cadi. I believe theſe animals are 


came to make me mad. Will you ſpeak 


or no, ſcape-gallows? Let me know 


what you have ſeen. 
Firft Clown. Softly, ſoftly! pleaſe 
your worſhip. You are going into a paſ- 


fion: for, as Locman# ſays very juſtly, in 


bis Book of Animals ER 

Cadi. Ah, you ſcoundrel, you! let 
Locman and his animals alone. What 
are his fables to what you have to ſay? 


Firfl Clogun, Your worſhip is in the 
But your worſhip knows that 


right. 
ple who have wit, are fond of. ſhew- 
ing it; and if your worſhip had not in- 
terrupted me, I ſhould have compared 
your worſhip to an aſs. | 
Cadi. Would you, raſcal? But there 
is no taking natice of what the ſtupid dog 
ſays. Friend, I beg you will make an 
end, and let me know what has brought 
ou here. . 
Firſt Cloaun. By all means, Sir, with 
a great deal of pleaſure. Ahl why don't 


you ſatisfy his worſhip? Now, Sir, we 


came to tell you, that as my goſſip and I 


myſelf were jogging along without think - 


ing of any thing of what was to happen, 
we ſaw I cries.] Ah, my heart is rea- 
dy to break when I think of it! it makes 
fuch an impreſſion on me, that I cannot 
go on. 

Cadz. Go on, villain, or I ſhall pu- 
niſn your inſolence!-—Is there no. one 
there? 5 5 

Firſt Cloaun. Well, well, pleaſe your 
Worſhip, ſince you will not give me leave 
to recover myſelf, to cut ſhort, I ſhall tell 

u without any perambulation, that 


ut, hold, I'll lay you a wager, that, with 
you cannot gueſs 


all your penetration, 
what we have ſeen. 


mY 
Han 


water, if T wanted it. 
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dear brother.] Oh!—with your 


Cadi. [Seizing him by the throat.) 
an, that you are! have you a 
mind then to make me go mad in good 
earneſt ? | 
Firft Cloaaun. He! he! Well, pleaſe 


your worſhip, let me go; and I ſhall im- 


mediately tell you how we are come to 
let you know that we have ſeen a man 
murdered. . . 
Cadi. Now I am myſelf again. So 
much the rs it is good news. Here 
is a job to buy-me a good ſupper; By 
Second Cloaun. Aht lags your wor- 
ſhip, the worſt of it is, that the man that 
is killed es my ſon-in-law, as he mar- 
ried my daughter; and nothing worſe 
could happen to me. 


Cadi. So much the better, I tell you; 


it is a very good affair, 


Enter one of the Deputy Juſtice's Thief - 
Rs __ takers. | 

Thief-taker. Pleaſe your worſhip, we 

have juft this moment apprehended a 


murderer, a little way from Candahar. 
Cadi. Haſte, haſte! my gown and my 


turban!— Have youany witneſſes? [To 


the country-fellow.] 

Firfl Cloaun. And that we have. Let 
us alone; there will be ſome to ſpare. 

Cadi. As that is the caſe, I ſhall ſet 
out this inſtant for the ſpot where the 
crime has been committed. But I muſt 
firſt know the circumſtances of the cri- 
mina. | 

Thief taber. He ig 

Cadi. Wat is he? 

Thief-taker. He is a clown belong- 
ing to the next village. 
Cadi. Aclown belonging to the next 
village I am in a fine hole truly. What 


right have ſuch ſcoundrels to commit 


murder? Ah, I am ready to go mad! 
This job would not buy me a cup of 

[To his ſer- 
vants. ]—Hold ! here is my gown and 
turban. as | 


Finſi Clown. Let us be gone; for the 


criminal may eſcape while we are chat- 


tering here in this manner. h 
Cadi. So much the. better; nothing 
is more natural. And, faith, it is 


There is a collection of fables under the name of the wiſe Locman;z and the accounts 
given of this Locman by the people of the eaſt, reſemble very much thoſe the Greeks have 


left us of /Eſop. 


It is certain that Locman was an Abyflinian. .-'To a lively wit, he joined | 
the- moſt conſummate wiſdom and prudence. 


Mahomet has mentloned him in the 31ſt 


Sourate, or the 31ſt chapter of the Alcoran, which is called Locman's Sourate. Some of 
the eaſtern writers pretend that this Loeman was Job's nephew by a ſiſter; and others aſſure, 
that he was a cotemporary of David's, and lived a long time at his courts 5 : 


rr 


- 
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Second Clown, But then 
Cadi. Turn out theſe fellows, who 


break my head with their importunate 
_ diſcourſe. | | 6 


Enter the Cadi's Deputy. 
Deputy. I wiſh your worſhip joy! 
A ya has been committed. 
Cadi. I know it. 5 
Deputy. And if you do, why don't 


run tothe ſpot ? OY 
Cadi. There is no time loſt. We 


ſhall have day-light enough to-morrow. 
Deputy, But then— 

Cadi. Say no more of it. | 
Deputy. Your worſhip's indifference 


ſurprizes me. The beaſt is well ſhod. 


Cadi. What do you mean? 
Deputy. You don't know then that 


the murdererwas driving ſheep to market? 


Cadi. Sheep, ſay you? 
Deputy. 1 Ey, ſheep. „ 
Cadi. And well, what have you done 

with the ſheep? e 5 
Deputy. A ſine queſtion, truly! I 

immediately ſent them to priſon. ¶ In a 

low voice.] A novice in the trade would 

have taken care of the criminal : but I 

have ſtudied your example too well; I 

gave the murderer an opportunity of 


making his eſcape, and have kept the 


2 | : 
Cadi. Quiek, quick! my gown an 

my ne, 8 mule ber bridled. 
[To the deputy.]—You will one day 
make a figure m my ſtation. [To the 
clowns.J—You aſſes, you! why did you 
not inform me at firſt that the murderer 


had ſheep ? : : 


Firft Clown, Truly, pleaſe your 


worſhip, we did not think he was the 


more guilty for having ſheep. 

Cadi. You are miſtaken. A man 
murdered—and ſheep! It is enough! 
Nothing ſhall pacify me! I will make an 
example this moment—of the ſheep. 

Firſt Clown. Your worſhip is in the 
right; he deſerves to be hanged. But the 
poor ſheep, Sir, have done nothing; and 
{crying] we aſk your worſhip's pardon 
for them. . 

Cadi. No, no; no quarters: juſtice 


muſt be done. I ſhall juſt ſtep into this 
cloſet with my deputy, and be with you - 


m a minute or two. | 
Second Clowwn, Faith, this is comical 
work,” So then, when a man has got 
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an affair that won't pay for ſhoe-lea- 


ſheep, the trialis-over; he may then think 
of the gallows m good earneit. — BC 
Firjt Clown. Ah, goſſip! while For- 


tune {miles on us, and the cadi is in the 


murdering humour, let us take vengeance 
of our neighbour Caleb, who is con- 


ſtantly playing us ſome trick or ano- 
ther, e ö 


Second Clown. Fhe fellow has better 


than a hundred and fifty ſneep. This 


is à fine opportunity of getting rid of 
him, or at leaſt of procuring him a ba- 
ſtinado. . 
Firft Cloaun. You are in the right; 
and, faith, we will do for him. He'll ... 
have good luck if he eſcapes with blows; . 
and we may afterwards divert ourſelves” 


well at his expence. 


This is, my dear brothers, (continued: | 
the young calender) a {ample of my per- 
formance. Iafterwards introduced the 
young Perſian drawing, by force of mo- 
ney, from the covetous cadi, an advice 
quite contrary to his deſign of marrying 
his daughter to the old Muſſulman. But 
I ſhall not entertain you with that ſcene, 
though pretty original, I think, in it's 
kind. It is enough that I have lately 


made you ſenſible of my genius. I now 


return to my hiſtory. | 

© Permit me firit to aſſure you,” ſaid 
Faruk, that the ſcenes with which you 
© have entertained us are the prettieſt 
that ever Elan 55 : 

- Your commendation (replied the 
young calender) is very moderate, My 
play, from beginning to end, is a moit 
excellent and charming performance 
and none of our comick - writers have 
produced any thing more perfect and 
natural. All Schiraz did me juſtice: 
but the cadi of the town, of whom L 
never thought in compoſing my comedy, 
judged otherwiſe of it; he took it into 
his head that he ſaw h:mſelf repreſented 
in it in the moſt natural eolours ; and 
entering into a furious paſſion againſt 


both the author and the player, he 


drove us all out of Schiraz, and forbid 
us, on pain of death, ever to a , 
there again in that quality. I hell not 
enlarge vpon a little baſtinado that I 
received by the cadi's order, in the name 
of our company; it was by way of ac- 
knowledgment for my being a ſatirical 
author : all theother profits were equally 
divided amongſt us. After this, I pro- 
poſed to them, that we ſhould go and 

55 ſettle 


Lg 


14 
ſettle in ſom: other town, where the 


cadies might be of a better way of think- 


ing; but they treated me with great 
barſnneſs, in ſpite of all the apologies I 
could make for what had wy rn - lo 
that I reſolved to renounce the profeſ- 
© fion, and return to the buſineſs I carried 
on before I took to the ſtage. 
pon this, then, I went back to my 
mother, who received me with open 
arms. I had ſaved fome money dur- 
ing the two years I ſpent among the 
players. | | 8 
: Part of this money I laid out in the 
purchaſe of a ſtock of cattle ; and, being 
reſolved to indulge myſelf, could not 
think of travelling on foot to ſell my 
butter and cheeſe; I therefore bought a 
little mule, which coſt me thirty ſe- 
quins.' As I was going home, very 
quietly, on my new purchaſe, driving 
before me a purblind horſe that I gene- 
rally made uſe of to carry our butter to 
market, I met, at about a quarter of a 
league from the town, a man who aſked 
me if I was come from Schiraz. © You 
may ſee,” ſaid I, © that I have but juſt 
© left it.” —* No doubt, replied he. 
© Have you been making ſome purchaſe 
© at the fair there? —© T have bought 
© this mule there, anſwered I. © What 
« mule ?*—* Why, the mule I ride on!” 
Are you in earneft ??—* Certainly 
© it coſt me thirty ſequins. Upon this 
the man began to laugh ready to ſplit 
his ſides. © The plot was well laid,” 
continued he; whoever fold you the 
© beaſt was no fool to palm an aſs on 
you for a mule.“ He then continued 


his journey towards Schiraz, laughing 


all the way as long as he continued within 
Ireally pitied the fellow, as I took him 
for a fool; when, behold! about half a 


league farther, another aſked me pretty 


near the ſame queſtion. Ianſwered him 
as I had done the firſt: but when I came 
to tell him that I had bought a mule— 
< What!” ſaid he, © do you take me for 
© a fool, to think of making me believe 
© that an aſs is a mule?* I had a mind 
to prove that he was miſtaken ; but he 
fell into a violent paſſion, abuſed me 


ſeverely, and went on, leaving me in the 


greateſt aſtoniſhment imaginable. _ 

I now began to think, in good earneſt, 
that I might really have been impoſed 
upon; ſo I got off my purchaſe, and 
examined it Fom head to foot, without 
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finding any thing to make me alter my 


"Is 


opinion of it's being a mule, How. 
ever, unwilling to rely entirely on my 
ent, or truſt entirely to my 
eyes on occaſion, I fnade myſelf a 
promiſe to lay the affair before the next 
man I met; and ſwore that, if he judged 
in favour of the aſs, I would directly 
make him a preſent of it. p 
' T had ſcarce gone three hundred paces, 
when I met with a kind of country- 
fellow. Brother, ſaid I, let me know, 
© I beg of you, what kind of a beaſt I 
© have got under me? — “ A comical 
© queſtion this? replied he. Do not 
Vyou know yourſelf better than I can 


tell you? Let me know it or not," 


faid I, © you will oblige me in telling,” 
— Well, then, ſaid the countryman, 


© it is no hard matter to know that it is 


© an aſs,” This anſwer thunderſtruck 
me. I got off the beaſt that I had taken 
for a mule, and begged of the man to 
accept of it as a free gift. I had no oc- 
caſion to preſs it upon him; he thanked 
me for my preſent: and leaping on the 
beaſt, gave her a kick or two with his 
heels, and flew off like lightning. 
I got home on foot, not a little vexed 
at the trick that had been played me. 


My mother, who ſoon perceived the - 


trouble I was in, aſked me the cauſe of 


it. I gave her an account of what had 


happened : ſhe could not forbear laugh- 
ing at it. Poor unthinking creature! 
ſaid ſne, have you not ſenſe enough to 
« fee that they were three ſharpers, who 
© ſpread themſelves on the road to Schi- 
© raz, and laid a ſcheme to get your 
* mule from you? You muſt be very 
© ſimple indeed to be caught by ſo glar- 
© ing a piece of e My mother's, 
raillery ſtung me to the quick: F now 
ſaw that I had ſuffered myſelf to be 
impoſed on; and forming a reſolution 
to be revenged on my ſharpers the very 
firſt opportunity, I returned to the mar- 
ket the next day but one. I knew them 
again, though they had changed their . 


_ dreſs; and as I ſaw by two or three of 


their tricks, of which I happened to be 
a witneſs, that they were not the cun- 
ningeſt of their trade, I thought I might 
ſafely defer my vengeance to another 


opportunity. | 
After having taken my meaſures very 


- well, and informed my mother of what 


I was abcut, I put a pair of 


T had 
. baſkets on a mottled goat that I ha 


bought of one of my neighbours, and 0 


went with her to the market of Schiraz. 
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I was ſcarce arrived, when my three 


ſharpers perceived me, and ſurrounded 


8 me, thinking they ſhould ſoon be able 
to make a prey of me as they had done 


before. I pretended not to know them; 
bought a leg of mutton, a turkey- cock, 
and three chickens; and putting them 


into my goat's baſkets—* Pretty crea- 
«© ture!? ſaid I, loud enough for them to 


overhear me, make haſte home. Tell 
my cook to dreſs this leg of mutton 


© with rice, make a ſtew of the turkey- 


© cock, and a fricaſſee of the chickens ; 
© but, above all things, let her not for- 


get to make an excellent tart for the 


© deffert: let her likewiſe ſet eight bot- 

© tles of wine to cool.* I then gave 

the 2 a little laſh, and off ſhe ca- 
Ti 


The three ſharpers were greatly ſur- 


prized at this odd ſcene. * What, then, 


© brother,” ſaid one of them, © do you 
© imagine that this creature will obey 
« your orders? No doubt, anſwered 
I, © the will. This is not a common 
* goat; ſhe knows my intentions, and I 
© am certain ſhe will to a tittle fulfil 
© them.* Upon this they fell a laughing. 
© It is no joke, ſaid i very ſeriouſly : 
© if you doubt of it, come home and 
© dine with me, and judge for your- 
© ſelves. The ſharpers took me at m 

word; and, curious to know the trut 

of what I told them, ſtuck cloſe to me, 
while I took ſome turns in the market 
to make a few purchaſes ; which done, 


| we all ſet out together on foot. I was 


no ſooner got home, but, in order to de- 
ceive them the better, I began to queſtion 
my mother as if ſne had been the cook. 
Well, ſaid I, is the goat come 
home? She arrived anſwered ſhe, 
© a long time ago; you will find her 
© brouzing on the cabbages in the gar 

ave 


den; and your dinner would 


been ready by this, but that the gueſts 
© you invited ſent word that ſome unex- 


| © pefted buſineſs deprives them of the 


© pleaſure of waiting on you this day. 
However, the leg of muttor, is almoſt 
© done; another half hour will compleat 
the turkey; the fricaſſee is quite ready; 
* the tart is in the oven; and the bot! 

in ſnow, as you directed. It is 
© all very well, faid I. © Here are three 


.* gentlemen, whoſe company will make 


* me amends for the abſence of thoſe I 
invited. - You may ſend up dinner as 
$ ſoon as you pleaſe,” \_ _ 

Nothing could come up to the aſto- 


niſhment of my gueſts at the anſwers 
given me by my mother. They went 
into the garden ; and knowing the goat 


again by the marks ſhe had, which they 
had narrowly examined, they reſolved to 


have her at any price. . | , 
Dinner was ſoon ſerved up; and 1 
made my ſharpers, who ſuſpected no- 
thing, drink very copiouſſy. At length, 
when we had almoſt done, one of them 
aſked me if I would not part with my 
goat. I JE to be willing enough, 
rovided I got the worth of her. They 
rſt offered twenty ſequins of gold; but 
I e 1 with 3 8 ws 
my dear brothers, I pla m 
wal that I got out of than een | 
ney they had, which in the whole made 
ſixty and ſome odd ſequins. T1 
We fell to our liquor again to con- 
firm the bargain ; and my gueſts left me 
towards evening half -drunk, and tho- 


roughly ſatisfied with their 3 


The day following they thought proper 


to make a trial of their goat, in order to 


know if ſhe would obey their commands 


with the ſame obedience they imagined 


ſhe had done mane the day hefore. 
For this purpoſe they loaded her as I 


had done, gave her her directions, and then 


ſent her off; but they waited in vain for 


her return, ſhe never came bacx. 


I muſt here, my dear brothers, explain 
this myſtery to you. One of my neigh- 
bours had two white goats ſpotted with 
black, but ſo like one another, that it 
was impoſſible to find any difference be- 


tween them. Theſe goats I bought, in 


order to be revenged on my ſharpers. I 
made my mother acquainted with my 
deſign; gave her, if I may ſay ſo, orders 
for dinner; and, after having tied up 
one of my goats in the garden, led the 
other to market, where I bought the 


_ ſame proviſions that I had defired my 


mother to- get ready. I then put them 
on my goat; and, after having given her 
directions to carry them home, turned 
her adrift, for any one that pleaſed to 
lay hands on her; nor did I ever learn 
to whoſe lot ſhe fell, My orders were 
ſo punctually complied with, my mother 
acted her part ſo naturally, and the other 
goat, which my ſharpers found in the 
2 was ſo very like that which they 

ad ſeen with me at Schiraz, that they 


really imagined that there was ſomethin 


above nature in the creature, and 


bought her at the dear price I have been 


telling you. But ſhe met, no doubt, 
f 75 with 
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with the ſame fate that her ſider had d6ne 
before her. Some {ranger laid hold of 


her, and made a property of her and the 


1 Froviſions ſhe had been loaded with. i 
1 made no doubt but that, when they 
found themſelves deceived, they would 


call upon me for their money; but I 
They. 
knocked at my door, threatening what 5 

© Ah! then, work, we beſeech you, this 


waited for them undauntedly. 


an example they would make of me. I 
let them in myſelf, aſking them quietly 
what could be the cauſe » their being in 
io great a paſſion : they then told me it 
was owing to the lots of their goat. 
Have you nat curried it this morning,” 


| 4 faid . © with the left-hand, 28 1 deſired 


4 my cook to tell you yeſterday you 
sought to do? She ran after you to ac- 
© quaint you wich that important cir- 
© cumſtance, which the wine I had drank 
made me forget when we had concluded 


* the bargain.'—* What cook ?* replied 


the ſharpers. . Since we left your houſe, . 


© jt never came into our heads to curry 
© the goat with the left-hand, as you 
© never acquainted us with that cerg- 
© mony.” Upon this, I immediately 
called to my mother, who came in trem- 
bling-on account of the great paſſion I 
pretended to be in. © How comes it, 
£ Fyretch! ſaid I, in a great fury, that 
© you did not tell theſe gentlemen, as I 
: had ſo expreſsly commanded you, not 
© to omit currying the goat with the 
_ © left-hand, as I uſed to do myſelf every 
© morning ??—* My dear maſter,” ſaid 
ſhe, throwing herſelf at my feet, it was 
my intention ſo to do, but I could not: 
1 ran after them a great way without 
< being able to — them. —“ Ah, 
« you careleſs ſlut! ſaid I, * this is one 
| © of your common tricks. No doubt 
you ſtopped to chatter it away with 
© ſome goſſip; and it is thus you undo 
me by your neglect: but I iwear, 76 
Mahomet, that it ſhall not go far wit 
you With theſe words I took her 
by the hair; and drawing a poniard 
from my girdle-belt, gave her ſo home 
a ſtroke of it in the belly, as immediately 
laid her flat on the floor. In a minute 
ſne was all covered with blood; and my 
three ſharpers wereſo ſtunned at it, that 
they immediately began to think of mak- 
ing their eſcape, * Gentlemen, ſaid I, 


© the had ouly what ſhe deſerved; nor 


need you be in any pain about her; I 
can in an inſtant, if I pleaſe, reſtore 
© hep to life: but ſhe is not worth tak - 


0 
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© ing any trouble with; only help me, 1 
© beg of you, to bury her in my garden.” 
The three ſharpers did nothing but 


ſtare at each other for ſome time; till one of 


them, breaking the profound ſilence that 
this murder had caſt them in — What“ 
{aid he, © and is it really in your power 


. 


do bring the poor creature back to life 


* again ?*—* No doubt it is, I replied.” 


* miracle in our preſence, and we will 
* renounce all claims we may have on 


© you on the ſcore of the goat. I made 


ſome difficulty of giving them the ſatiſ. 
faction they required; they preſſed me 


the more eagerly: atlaſt— It is impoſ- 
© ſible,” ſaid I, to refuſe ſ uch worthy gen- 


* tlemenz' upon which I opened a box, 
and, taking out of it a hunting-horn, 
played two or three very briſk tunes in 


the ears of the deceaſed. | 


As I played, my mother ſeemed to re- 


cover life by degrees: in fine, ſhe was well 
enough in a quarter of an hour to fit up, 
without expreſſing the leaſt inconveni- 


ency from the wound I had given her. 
This ſtrange fight threw my ſharpers into 


the greateſt amazement, and gave them 
ſo great a longing for the horn, that they 
already began to think' how they might 


ſtrip me of it. They aſked me from 
whom I had this ſo miraculous an inſtru- 
ment. I anſwered them, that I had 
bought it from a ſtrauger for one hundred 
and. four ſequins, and that he told me it 
would Joſe it's virtue ſhould any one take 
it forcibly from me; but that it would re- 
tain all it's power in the hands of any one 
I made it over to, provided I got for it eight 
ſequins more than it coſt me; becauſe it 
was abſolutely neceſſary that, vin thus 
paſſing from hand to hand, the price 
ſhould riſe eight ſequins, which was all 
it coſt at firſt; fo that I was the thirteenth 
perſon who had enjoyed it. 

My gueſts ſpeedily ſwallowed the bait, 
and nothing could equal their longing 


for the horn; but they did not chuſe to 
pay ſo dear for it: however, they at laſt 


came to a reſolution of letting me have 
for it the price under which I told them it 
could not be ſold, and preſſed me fo hard, 


that I at length, after 'making a great 
many difficulties, ſuffered myſelf to be 


perſuaded, and took their one hundred and 


twelve ſequins. They immediately went 
home; and, as th 
ſame roof, ſent for their wives, fat down 


to table, and there ſpent the reſt of the 


all lived under the 


day. 


* 


; a Ni cht coming on, When they had 
order — their meal, and ufliclentiy 


heated themſelves with wine, they thought 


to their horn; and for this 
NE eee to pick a quarrel 
with their wives, who, provoked by ſome 
ſmart blows, reproached their huſbands 
with every crime of their's they could 
think of, and even threatened to inform 
the cadi of the life they led. This was 
exactly what the rogues wiſhed for. At 
theſe menaces they pretended to fall into 
the greateſt fury, and with their knives 


cut the throats of the three women, who 


at bottom were as little good as their 
huſbands. | The unhappy creatures were 
no ſooner ſtretched out on the floor, than 


the murderers fell to their horn; but the 
' wtetches were deaf to their muſick; no 


ſign of life appeared. Upon this they fell 
to it again; but, finding all their {kill was 
to no purpoſe, they too late perceived that 
they had met with one cunninger than 
themſelves, and that I had, inſtead of 
ſtabbing my cook, only ran, as it really 
was the caſe, my poniard into a bladder full 
of blood. You may now imagine them 
not only in the greateſt agonies at my 
having outwitted them, but in the greateſt 
deſpair for having killed their wives; 
without knowing how to diſpoſe of their 
dead bodies. While they were deliberat- 
ing on the means of being revenged of 
me, and getting rid of the unhappy 
victims of their ſtupidity, who ſhould pals 
by but the- cadi's deputy -with fome 
azzas, who, hearing the ſound of the 
horn, knocked at the door to know the 
reaſon of fo unſeaſonable a noiſe that 
broke the reſt of all the neighbourhood, 


The three ſharpers began now to con- 
fider themſelves as loſt men, and were fo 


terrified, that, inſtead of opening the 
door, they thought of nothing but of mak- 
ing their eſcape: but the cadi ordered 
the door to be burſt open; and, on ſeeing 
the three bodies weltering in their blood, 


commanded his attendants to ſeize the 


' murderers, and conduct them to priſon. 
His attendants, no doubt, were earneſt 
enough to obey his orders; notwithſtand- 
ing which, one of the murderers ſome- 
how or another made his eſcape. The 
two others repreſented in vain to the 
cadi, that they kad been impoſed upon, 
and that they never imagined their 
wives were to be killed outright. He 
liſtened to the ſtory of the hunting-horn 
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as a fable; and the next day F had the 

pleaſure of ſeeing my two ſharpers hung 

up before their own door. 
Much as I was pleaſed at my ven- 


geance, the eſcape of one of the crimi- 


nals gave me no ſmall uneaſineſs. I be- 


gan to be great. afraid that he would | 


one day or another play me fome un- 
lucky trick: I therefore kept myſelf on 
my guard for a conſiderable time; but at 
length, in ſpite of all ray vigilance, fell 
into his power, ES roma 
One evening, as I was returning home 
pretty late from Schiraz, I unfortu= 
nately met this arch villain: he was ſo 
much diſguiſed, that I could not know 
him; but he knew me very well, for he 
no ſooner perceived me than he ſeized me 
by the throat, and, with the aſſiſtance of 
three other wretches like himſelf, cram= 
med me into a ſack that one of them had 
under his arm; and, after tying the 
mouth of it with a ſtrong rope, loaded 


me on their ſhoulders, with an intention, 


as I could plainly diſcover, to throw me 
into the river of Baudemir*, | 
I now, my dear brother, gave myſelf _ 


up for loſt, and began to be heartily - 


ſorry for having ſought any vengeance 
for the loſs of my mule; when my aſ= 
ſaſſins, alarmed by the approach of ſoma 
horſemen, threw me into a hole that lay at 
a {mall diſtance from the road, threaten. 
ing to be revenged on me if I made the 
leaſt complaint; which done, they ran 


off with an intention of ſoon returning 


to take me away with them. In this 
terrible ſituation I recommended myſelf 


earneſtly to our great prophet; but I did 
not place ſo much confidence in him 


alone, as not to invoke, in ſpite of the 
orders I had received from my aſſaſſins, 


the aſſiſtance of thoſe who might at that 


time happen to paſs that way. "We 
Accordingly, a butcher, who was 
driving before him a flock of thirty 
aw, For iy my cries, came up to the 
place where I was, and aſked me what I 


was doing in the ſack, and what was the 


cauſe of my lamentation. Alas !* ſaid 


I, with a very ſorrewfal tone; I believe 


they are going to drown me, becauſe I 
© will not conſent to marry the cadr's 
© daughter.'—* Not marry the cadi's 


© daughter! And why fo, you block- 


© head,” ſaid he? Wat reaſon can you 


have for not accepting of her for a 
_©vite? She paſles for one. of the hand- 


_ 
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%* Loweſt girls in ee e Ke little 
4 piece b 0 nic f | . i ers me, 'an we 
1: *ſheis wich child; it is Fenty; en 
doing; and the cadi, who has a mind 
to ſcreen his daughter's honour, wants 
I ſhould-repair a fault committed by 
another; but I would rather die a thou- 
©:fand times than ſubmit to ſuch an af- 
front. Plague on your ſtupidity!” 
| Feplied the butcher: © I wiſh I was in 
© your place; they ſhould not have oc- 
© caſion ſo much as to pull me by the 
T eartomakemecomply; Iwould marry 
her direttly.— Here is no difficulty 
in the thing, faid F: © you need onl 
© put yourſelf into this fack.'—* Wit 
all my heart, my good maſter block- 
head, replied the butcher; © and you 
„hall have my ſheep into the bargain. 
But now I think of it, how will the 
© cadi like the exchange? — He wants 
© nothing but a ſon- in- lw, anſwered I: 


© he had given directions to his ſlaves to 


© ſtop the firſt paſſenger they ſhould 
© meet, and know cf him if he was mar- 
© ried, becauſe his daughter's lover hav- 
© ing died a few days ago, he was at a 
© Joſs how to repair her honour. The 
© Jot fell upon me; but his daughter's 
© big belly diſguſted me at firſt fight. 
© Upon this he fell into ſuch a paſſion, 
© that he ſcarce condeſcended 8 

me, but ordered I ſhould be thrown into 
the river, if I did not alter my mind. 
© Since it is ſo, brother, I will readily 


change my ſituation for your's, ſaid - 


the butcher; and accordingly he untied 
te fack, and fixed himſelf in it in my 
place. I tied it in my turn; and, driving 
his ſheep before me, made the beſt of my 
9 the village I belonged to. 

n about half an hour, my ſharper re- 
turned witk his companions to take up 
the fack. It was in vain that the butcher 
within cried out Gentlemen, gentle- 
© men! take me back to the cadi! I have 
© altered my mind; and will marry his 
© daughter, let her be ever ſo big-belli 
The rogues imagined that deſpair had 
turned his brain; and fo, without an- 


ſwering his remonſtrances, went and 


threw him into the river of Baudemir, 


where the poor fellow ended his days. It 


grieves me, when I think of it; but, in 


fine, I am better pleaſed he ſhould be 
- there than I. The robbers, after this 
exploit, turned towards the village I lived 
in, to compleat their revenge by burning 
my houſe. They happened to arrive at 


vok at 


me if J had any ſacks. 


ed. 
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| door; and the ge- Got of me 


cauſed them ſo much horror, that they 
were ready to die with fear. O heavens! 
Laid they; © what a prodigy is here! How 
© have you eſcaped drowning ? Whence 
© come you? Where have you got all 
© theſe ſheep?” 

To be plain with you, I little expected 
to ſee theſe aſſaſſins fo ſoon again. At 
firſt I was ſtruck dumb by their preſence 
and their queſtions; but my uſual rea- 
dineſs of thought coming to my aſſiſt- 
ance ! Go to „ſaid I, you are a 
6 pack of aſſes: if you had but thrown 
© me but four fathoms further into the 


river, inſtead of thirty ſheep, I ſhould 
have brought home three hundred. 


What ĩs the meaning of all this?” aſked 
they. Why, anſwered I, no other 
< than this; there is in that part of the 
© river a good Genius, who received me 
very graciouſly, made me a preſent of 
* theſe ſheep, brought me back with 
them to my houſe, and aſſured methat 
© had I dropt into the water a little fur- 
© ther, I ſhould have carried away with 
© me eight times as many. 

This piece of news greatly ſurprized 
the robbers; and, after they had conferred 
together for ſome time in a low voice, 
one of them raiſing his voice—* No 
© doubt,” ſaid he to his companions, 
© there is ſomething very myſterious in 
this affair; for nothing is more certain 
© than that we.threw this young man into 
© the river: he had no ſheep; we have had 
* but juſt time to come here, yet he is 
© here before us with thirty ſheep, and 
there 1s not on his cloaths the leaſt fign 


© of their having been even wetted. As 


© for my part, I think. it is very well 
6 worth our whiles to make a trial, and 
judge of the matter for oui ſelves. Upon 
this, he turned about to me, and aſked 
T have, I be- 
© lieve, ſaid I, © half a dozen. It is 
two too many, replied he: put up 
© your ſheep, take four ſacks, and come 
< with us. I chearfully:obeyed them. 
They brought me to th . 

river where they thought they had juſt 
now thrown me in. They even went to 
get a little boat, that I might throw them 
the further into the water, and then went 
each of them into a ſack, whofe mouth 
I bound up very faſt; which done, they 
ſuffered themſelves to be tumbled head- 
long into the Baudemir to fiſh' for ſheep. 
But I have not fince, my dear brothers, 
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I now 
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* Taow returned quietly home, well ſa - 
tsfied with the vengeance I had taken of 
my enemies. I lived well on their mo- 


ney, and the ſheep. I had of the poor 
butcher; but my good fortune was very 


ſhort-lived. One night my mother un- 
luckily ſet fire to our ſtable; the blaze 
ſoon ſpread itſelf, ard not mine only, but 
ſeven houſes more, were burnt down to 
the ground. My poor mother, who ſaw 
herſelf reduced by this accident to the 
i En ſoon died of grief. As 
or m 
Fay or it, I reſolved to make the moſt 
of them. I left Schiraz, with an inten- 


tion of joining ſome of the companies of 


comedians. that ſtroll from one town of 
Perſia to another: I met with this old 
calender; we travelled ſome days to- 
' gether; his converſation and way of life 
pleaſed me greatly; I am now become a 
calender likewiſe, and we have under- 
taken a journey to the Indies, where I do 
not deſpair of being able to ſhine as a 
comedian, in caſe I ſhould grow tired of 
tis habit. 1 


Faruk, my lord, (continued Ben-Eri- 
doun) had liſtened with infinite pleaſure 
to the young calender's ſtory. I may 
© well believe he did, ſaid the King of 
Aſtracan, interrupting him: nothing 
© can be more agreeable than the adven- 
_ © tures of the two calenders; and I make 


© no doubt of their having been able to 


* ſuſpend that prince's grief for the loſs 
© of his e aug ſince I, who have 
© more reaſon to be afflicted than him, 
© have not ſo much as thought of my 
© misfortunes during the entertaining re- 


© cital of them. But return, I beg of 


© you, to Faruk's hiſtory :. this unfortu- 


* nate prince has ſo much intereſted me 
© in his favour, that I burn with impati- 


© ence to know the reſt of his adventures. 


21 ſhall go on with them with plea- 


© ſure, my lord, replied the ſon of Abu- 
beker: it is an eaſy matter for me to 


« ſatisfy your gurioſity. 


Dong C 
CONTINUATION: OF FARUK'S HIS - 
[ts > A To et. 

ARU K and the two calenders had 


1 now traverſed almoſt all Perſia, 
without meeting with any thing worth 


, as I had a profeſſion and a 


cruelty 


But, Sir, continued he, how gre 
ever your fury may be againſt this dead 


.c ſan 


treat it in ſo outra 
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your majeſty's attention; when one days 
to avoid the e a heat of the ſuns 
they quitted the high-road, and retired 
into a little wood to take their uſual re- - 
freſhment, - They had not been there 
long, when, hearing the cries of fomes 
body that had fallen into bad hands, 


immediately ran up to the place from 
- whence the noiſe came; but they came 


too late to aſſiſt an unhappy traveller 


whom four aſſaſſins had juſt killed with 


their poniards. As theſe wretches were 
well armed, far from flying at the ſight 
of the calenders, they ſtripped the un- 
happy victim of their fury, and one of 
them propoſed that they ſhould cut him 
into ſmall pieces. Faruk ſhuddered at 
this piece of barbarity. '* Ah, gentle 
* men!” ſaid he with gm humility, 
* ſurely yu may be ſatisfied with having 
© robbed this poor manof his life, with= 
© out treating. his dead body with a 
beyond example: for heaven's 
© ſake, do not carry your fury to greater 
© lengths.? „„ pave ks 
One of the murderers looked at Faru 
with a ſtern countenance: * Wretch!” 
ſaid he, why do you trouble yourſelf 
about what no way concerns you? R 
© your remonſtrances for others. As yo 
regard your life, take yourſelf aways 
you and your companions: ſtop but 
another moment, and I ſhall ſend you 
to bear him company, for whom you 
« intereſt yourſelf ſo unſeaſonably . 
The Prince of Gur did not ſuffer him- 
ſelf to be diſheartened by this ſpeech. 
fo. 


A QB «a 


C _— if I were to offer you to thou< 
equins for it's rauſom, would _ 
© not be better pleaſed to take them, 
geous a manner? 
No doubt, replied the robber. 
* Swear, then, that you will let me have 
© the dead body, ſaid Faruk, and you 
© ſhall have the money that inſtant. 1 
© ſwear, then, ſaid the wretch; an 
© the ſcorpion of Kachan“ ſting us al 
© four in the hand, if we da not keep our 
© word: deliver us the two thoufand ſe- 
© quins,. and the body is your's to dif- 
© poſe of it as you pleaſe.” Upon tis, 


my lord, Faruk taking out of bs boom | 
the only ring he had left, and which was - 


worth a great deal more than ke had pro 
miſed them, gave it up without ſhewing - 


* Kachan is a town of Perſia, where there are ſcorpions of. ſo dangerous a nature, at | 


- 


they have given riſe to this proverb; it being almoſt impoſlible to cure their ſting, 
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the leaſt concern; and the wretches left 
him in poſſeſſion of the body of the poor 
man they had murdered. 

The two calenders were extremely ſur- 

prized at Faruk's behaviour, and could 
not but admire his generoſity, or his 
folly; and indeed they conſidered it as 
folly more than any thing elſe, 


© intention in doing what you have done? 
This ring was all that remained of 
<-your Tiches: it was a ſure reſource for 
© you in any extremity; and you parted 
© with it to redeem a dead body: can any 


1 thing in the world equal your extra- 


© vugance? For, in fine, what can you 
pretend to do with this body? — I 
intend, /anſwered Faruk, to bury it 
in this ſpot: good works are never loſt; 
and you have told me yourſelves, that 


% in that kind of life I had embraced, 


tis / ring was altogether uſeleſs to me; 
© why, then, would you have me, for the 
© ſake of a ſtone which men are pleaſed 
© to call precious, and which only ſerves 
for la ſuperfluous. ornament, loſe the 
© opportunity. of performing ſo holy a 


u duty as that of laying in the ground a 
( Muſſulman, who may one day or ano- 


ven? | 
+: Your thought is very good, replied 
the calenders; but do not take it amiſs 


ther perhaps intercede for me in hea- 


chat we leave you alone to go through 
& the pibus ceremony: it is ſomewhat 


dangerous to bury a perſon who has 
been mutdered, in this place; and fo 
good an action is capable of receiving 


% very bad interpretation: we ſhall 
therefore go and wait for you without 


the wood, and if you make any delay, 


meet you before night- fall at the gates 


of Ormus, which is not above a league 
off. N | 

27 Phe: calenders upon this came out of 
the Wood, iu which Faruk went to work 


With à ſtake, labouring with all his 


ſtrength to make a grave for the dead 
body; but while he was thus employed, 
the cady of Ormus happened to be going 
by. As in this life people generally judge 


| g ording to 1 the magiſtrate 
ſel zs. 


4 upon Faruk, on a prefumption 
that it was him that had killed the man 


| he was go,. 'ng to bury. It was to no pur- 


fs that be Ppealed to heaven for his 


Innocence; the,” tied him to a horſe's tail, 


and dragged him to Ormus, where they 


. threw him inte 3 Cungeon. 


* 1 


What then, ſaid they, can be your 


his ſentence. 


The two ae 7. him go! 
this deplorable condition. wer it 5 


* © what would happen, faid they to them- 


ſelves; © and he may thank his obſtinacy 


for his misfortune.” However, the 


followed him at a diſtance; though, for 
fear of being made parties in ſo delicate 
an affair, they thought proper not to ap- 
pear in his behalf. 

The Prince of Gur remained all night 
in the dungeon, and the next morning 
they brought him before the cadi. The 
magiſtrate examined him; but nothing 
he could ſay to juſtify himſelf met with 
any regard; ſo that he was condemned 
to death, and conducted directly to the 
market - place to be hung according to 


This monarch behaved at the foot of 


the gallows with ſurprizing intrepidity. 


Heavens! cried he, you. are juſt! 


© Muft I then be puniſhed for an action 


which, in the fight of God, deſerves to 
© be rewarded I now perceive, O wiſe 
© calenders, that you were in the right in 
« ſtriving to . me from giving 
© burial to this dead body.. 
Juſt as the prince was finiſhing this ex- 
clamation, he happened to throw his eyes 
upon the cadi's hand, who thought proper 


. to aſſiſt at the execution; and ſeeing on 


his finger the ring which he had given the 
murderers— Ah!” ſaid he, my lord, 
our great prophet, who no doubt inte- 
reſts. himſelf in my favour, thinks it 
improper that an innocent perſon ſhould 
- ſuffer: you have actually got on your 
finger the ring which I gave to thoſe 
who, after having killed the Muſſul- 
man, wanted to exerciſe on his bod 
an unheard-of piece of cruelty: it will 
now be an eaſy matter to find out the 
criminals ; and the two calenders my 
fellow-travellers, who muſt now be in 
Ormus, cannot but know the murder- 
ers again as well as-myſelf.” 
The cadi turned paler than death at 


A aA mn A K A M a a N _ 2a A 


this news, put off the execution, and or- 


dered the 
houſe. : 

No wonder the cadi ſhould he greatly 
ſurprized when Faruk aſſured him he had 
his ring, whereas he had bought it from 
his only ſon for two thouſand three hun- 
dred ſequins; and his fon was looked 
upon as a perſon of a very looſe way of 
life; and ſuſpected to ke: p company with 
robbers, aſſaſſins, and ſu hother wretches. 
The firſt thing the judge did when he 

X Cane 


rince of Gur back to his 


E 
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came home, was to ſend for his ſon. A 
{lave told him that he was at a party of plea- 
fare with ten or a dozen friends at a gar- 


den a little way out of the town. The cadi 


followed him there inſtantly ; and having 


K „ a > N «a & a 


* 


ſeized the whole company, had them 


brought before Faruk, to ſee if he could 
diſcover the murderers amongſt them. 
The prince narrowly examined every face, 


and fixing upon two, in ſpite of their diſ- 


gniſe—* It is to one of theſe men, ſaid 
he to the cadi, at the ſame time pointing 
out his ſon, that I gave my ring to hin- 
der him from cutting the dead body into 


© pieces; it is him, and one of theſe 
© diſorderly young fellows, that commit- 


ted the murder, of which two calenders 


two other murderers, I do not fee them 
here; and if you doubt what I ſay, 
cauſe enquiry to be made after the two 
calenders my fellow-travellers, who 
muſt now bein Ormus; and if they do 


fied to loſe my life by the molt cruel 
torments.? 7 
It was no hard matter to find the ca- 


lenders, who were brought to the garden 


before the cadi. Here they examined the 


twelve priſoners ;_and, having confirmed 


Faruk's teſtimony, they were ſurprized 


to ſee the cadi tear his gown and his tur- 


ban, and throw himſelf flat upon the 
ground. © Unhappy father! cried out 


the magiſtrate, muſt you then deliver up 
your only ſon to an infamgus death!— 


No, wretch !* ſaid he, I will ſave my- 
« {elf that diſhonour: but you ſhall die 


«© notwithſtanding, and I will be your 
« executioner.* Upon this he ſeized upon 


the ſabre of one of his attendants, and 


ſtruck off with it directly his ſon's head: 
and, after having put the other eleven pri- 
ſoners to the moſt cruel torments, and 
made them confeſs a thouſand horrid 
crimes, he directed they ſhould be caſt 
from a high tower upon iron hooks, giv- 
ing all Ormus in this manner a moſt 
dreadful example of his juſtice. 


This upright and honeſt magiſtrate | 


ſhuddered at the thoughts of the ſentence 
he had pronounced againſt Faruk. Hea- 
* vens!” ſaid he; © were it not for this 
ring, I ſhould have robbed an innocent 


, © perfonof his life. How confined 1s our 


* knowledge! How eaſy it is for thoſe in 
my ſtation to be led away by prejudice ! 
I need no more proof of it: I renounce 


my profeſſion; and will ſpend the re- 


* dice, or want of application. U 


and myſelf were witneſſes. As to the able thoughts of your having refuſed 


not confirm my teſtimony, I am ſatiſ- 


the judge; it will wear out of my mind 


quins of gold. | 


| behaved towards this venerable magi- 


© mainder of my life in ſceking God's 
© pardon for the faults I have committed 
* as a judge, through ignorance, preju- 


this, turning to Faruk, who, when he 
pointed out to the cadi the perſon to whom 
he had given the ring, knew nothing of 
the criminal's being ſo dear to him 
© Pious calender, ſaid he, throw off this 
© habit, and be to me what the wretch 
was that I have juſt-now puniſhed for 
© his many crimes. I give you up all 
* that I am worth, ſeeing you know how 
© to make ſo good a ule of riches: Ib 

© you will accept them, and let me not 
go to the grave, into which I find my 
« {elf ready to ſink, with the diſagree- 


me.“ 5 | 
Faruk, my lord, touched to the heart 
with the words of this unfortunate father, 
caſt himſelf at his feet. My preſence,* 
ſaid he, © generous cadi, would only 
© ſerve to fix your thoughts on the un- 
© happy death of your ſon : permit me, 
therefore, to remove far from your ſight 
an object © On the contrary,” replied 


© a remembrance which that retirement 
© to which I have devoted the reſt of my 
© life, would otherwiſe render perpetu 
Do not abandon me, I again beſeech 
© you, if you have any compaſſion for an 
© unfortunate father. In the mean time 
the cadi embraced Faruk in the tendereſt 
manner; who, unable to reſiſt his tears, 
granted him his requelt. i 
The King of Gur is now adopted by 
the cadi of Ormus, and under a neceſſity 
of remaining at Ormus. As to the two- 
other calenders, they continued their 
journey, in ſpite of the handſomeſt pro- 
poſals which the prince made them: they 
continued fi d ed in their deſign of viſiting 
the Indies and China; and all the favour 
Faruk could obtain of them, was to ac- 
cept each a preſent of two thouſand ſe- 


The Prince of Gur, my lord, lived v 


quietly and happily with the cadi, who _ 


had reſigned his commiſſion, much againſt 
the will of the King of Ormus, Faruk 


ſtrate with all the tenderneſs of a ſon, and 
the good old man had every day reaſon 
to bleſs the Almighty for having made 
ſo worthy a choice. But he enjoyed but 
a ſhort time the fruits of his prudent 
adoption. At the end of eight —— | 


* Kis hands. 
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- Ke fell dangerouſly ill, and in fine re- 


Ggned his juſt ſoul into the hands of the 


Angel of Death. 


Faruk was deeply afflicted at fo great 


| & loſs; and, finding that the effects left 


him were conſiderable, he made twp ſhares 
ef them. One ſhare he took to himſelf, 
and laid out the other in building a 
moſque and a caravanſera at the gates of 
Ormus; near which he cauſed his bene- 
actor to be buried, with a marble column 
at the foot of the grave, on which was 
engraved an epitaph of his.own. compo- 
fition, worthy of the deceaſed. | 
The Prince of Gur having fulfilled all 
the pious duties of a good ſon, began to 
grow tired of Ormus, for want of em- 
ployment. The remembrance of what 
had been 'was conſtantly animating 
kim to the performance of tome actions 
that might reſtore him to his primitive 


ndeur. To accompliſh.this, he came 


to 2 reſolution of equipping a*ſhip, with 
which he hoped to acquire an illuſtrious 
name; and he ſoon put this deſign in 


execution. For this purpoſe, he engaged 
thz braveſt men at Ormus, and in a ſhort 


time the ſame of his conduct and valour 
was ſo well ſpread all over the Arabian 
Sea and the Indian Ocean, that his ſuc- 
cefſes and victories made the ſubject of 
every converſation. _ | 
It was at this time, my lord, that the 
Princeſs of Teflis.and Borneo fell inta 


his hiſtory to the time that Gulguli- 
Chemame fell into the ſea. I ſhall now 
we you the continuation of it, extracted 
Nom the Annals of the Iſland of Divan- 
durou. 2 | 
Faruk, when he awaked; was in the 


utmoſt ſurprize not to find the ene on 


Hoard his ſhip; and, when he learned the 
accident. that had befallen her, was ſo 
much afflicted at it, that he ſeveral times 
made an attempt on his own life. The 
attendants hindered him from commit- 
ting ſo deſperate an action, and by dint 
of reaſon brought him at length to a ſo- 


ber way of thinking. 


8 * 


- 


The prince was now beginning to- en- 


joy ſome peace of mind, when he diſco- 
vered at a diſtance two ſhips that had the 
wind of him. He did not heſitate a 


moment to wait for them; and having 


attacked them, he in his deſpair at- 
chieved ſuch prodigies of valour, that he 
ſoon objiged them to ſtrike. He then 
went on board theſe veſſels; and having 
ſent on board his own ſuch of the pri- 


You know the remainder of - 


* 
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ſoners as appeared of any conſequence, 
he ordered 8 to be rf = ny 
for his own ſafety, and till he arrived at 
ſome port, where he intended to ſet them 
at liberty again, | f 

Among the priſoners that Faruk or- 


dered on board his own ſhip, were two 


well-looking young men, very well 
dreſſed, whole features the prince thought 
he had ſome, knowledge of. He exa. 
mined his memory. for a long time, in 
order to recollect where he might have 
ſeen them; but all to no purpoſe. . Upon 
this, he aſked the priſoners it they had not 
met him ſomewhere or another; but one 
of them anſwered that he did not believe 
he ever had that honour, and that the 
had been three years travelling . 
China and the Indies. N 
Faruk, thinking himſelf miſtaken, put 
up with this anſwer; and, after having 
ſpent the reſt of the day in quietneſs, (all 
the quietneſs he could enjoy after the loſs 
of the Princeſs of Teflis) he withdrew 
to his chamber; where, oppreſſed with 
fatigue, he fell into a pretty ſound fleep. 
He had ſcarce ſlept two hours, when 


he ſtarted up, awakened by a dream to 
- which he thought himſelf obliged to give 


ſome attention. The traveller whom he 
had buried ſome years before at Ormus 
appeared to him. * You were in the 
© right, my lord,” ſaid the ghoſt to him, 
© in repreſenting to the two. calenders, 
© who wanted to hinder you from be- 
© ſtowing the laſt rites o me, that a 
good action never goes unrewarded. 
8 The time is now come that I may ac- 
© knowledge your pious earneſtneſs on 
© that occaſion. The two men that you 
© could not yeſterday recolle&, are my 
© murderers; I mean thoſe who fled to 
© avoid puniſhment. As for their parts, 
they know you very well again, in 
© ſpite of the alteration in your condition; 
© and fearing your juſt yengeance, have 
already diſpatched the centinel that 
© was 7 at your door, and are now. 
ready to ceme into your chamber to 
« poniard yourſelf.” RD 
The prince, who, as J already told you, 


my lord, awoke at the cloſe of this dream, 


thought he could not in prudence neglect 


ſo ſalutary an admonition. - He got up; 
and hearing a noiſe at the door of his 
chamber, which was flightly illuminated 
by a lamp, took up his ſabre, placed 
himſelf in a poſture not to be ſurprized, 
and thus waited the event of ſo uncom- 
mon a dream. He had not been long: in 

: 18 


S ;: 


Bis ſituation, when his door _— 
very ſoftly, two wretches came in, eac 
with a , , 
heſitate a moment to put it out of their 
power to hurt him; and having ſtruck off 
the arm of one of them with his ſabre, 
and ſtunned the other by a back blow of 
the pommel in his face, he called to his 
attendants, ordered them to ſeize on the 
aàſſaſſins, and, after reproaching them 
with the murder they had committed 
near Ormus, cauſed them to be hung up 
directly to one of the maſts. : | 
Faruk, having given his ſhip's com- 
any an account of his dream, retired to 
B chamber. He there threw himſelf 
on his face, to thank the great 0 
for the ſalutary information he ha 
ceived; and being again laid down to 
reſt, he had ſcarce fallen aſleep when the 
ſame ghoſt again appeared to him. It 


© is not enough, {aid this phantom, 


that I have preſerved you from the 
© hands of thoſe who had a deſign upon 
« your life; it was the leaſt I could do 
© for you: but then I muſt let you know 


to whom you are indebted for fo ſea- 


© ſonable an admonition. My name was 
Almaz . I was the only heir of Ze- 
© labdin, king of the ande of Divan- 
© durou. About fix years ago, I ob- 
© tained leave of my father to travel; and 


I éſet out, with three attendants only, 


© to viſit Perſia and Tartary. My three 
© attendants died during the journey, and 
© T was returning alone and incognito 
to Ormus, to take ſhipping for Divan- 
durou, when I was cruelly murdered 
by the ſon of the cadi of Ormus. 


R «a „ 


me ſince T left him, and who impa- 
tiently expects my return, has been this 
month paſt confined to his bed by a 
diſorder of which it is wrote on the ta- 
ble of life that he will not recover; 
and our great prophet has obtained of 
God, in my favour, that the ſword of 
the angel of deathſhould be withheld by 
ruſt in the ſcabbard till you havereach- 
ed the iſlands of Divandurou, where 
you are to marry the Princeſs Gerun, 
my lifter. Proceed there, then, with- 
out fear. I will give them notice of 
your coming; mT that they may not 
commit any miſtake on this occaſion, I 


will ſeal you with the ſeal of the elect. 
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* Almaz, in Arabick, fignifies Diamond, 


 TARTARIAN TALES, f 
The ghoſt, upon this, having preſſed 
poniard in his hand. He did not 


het 
re- 


pretty violently a fiery ſeal on the Prince 
of Gur's arm, he at that inſtant felt o 
great a pain from it, that he gave aroar 


that awakened all the people on board the 


ſhip. They immediately gathered about 
him, and he gave them an account of his 


ſecond dream; and as the impreſſion made 
on his arm, in which were to be diſtinct 


ſeen the name of God and that of his 
great Prophet, left him no room to doubt 
of the reality of the viſion, he without the 


leaſt heſitation directed his courſe for the 


iſles of Divandurou, where he arrived in 


about five weeks. 


The favourable winds he had during 
his paſſage, had brought him to port ex- 
actly at the time mentioned by the ghoſt. 
The king of theſe iſlands was now ver: 


far ſpent; and the princeſs his daughter, 


who never ftirred from him, was in the 


greateſt affliction for his melancholy ſitu- 


ation. The approach of her father's 


death rendered her condition very deplor- 
able in every reſpet. The King of Ca- 
nanor , whoſe anceſtors had formerly 
ſome pretenſions on the iſlands of Divan. 
durou, only waited the death'of Zelab- 
din to invade his territories, and take ad- 
vantage of his fon's abſence. But Fa- 
ruk, my lord, ſoon gave another face to 
Zelabdin's affairs. a 
Almaz having appeared to the kin, 
his father the night before the arrival 
the Prince of Gur, gave him an account 
of his violent death, Faruk's compaſſion, 


the orders he had received from Heaven 


to mark him with it's ſeal, and to ſend 


| him to Divandurou, there to marry the 
My father, who has had no news of 


rinceſs his ſiſter. He moreover di- 
rected his father, in the name ofthe great 
Prophet, to prepare for a holy death. 

Zelabdin, ſurprized at this dream, 


conſidered it kowever as the effect of a 


burning fever; but how great was his 
ſurprize, when Gerun,. who ſlept but at 
a little diſtance from his bed, gotup in a 
hurry, and juſt throwing a gown over 
her thoulders, came running to his bed- 
fide. * Ah!” ſaid ſhe, © my lord,” the 
tears guſhing from her eyes, my bra- 
* ther, no doubt, is no longer among the 
© living. He has juſt appeared to me 
© covered all over with food, and in- 
© formed me that he had been murdered 
© by a ſon of the cadi of Ormus; that a 


+ The kingdom of Cananor is near Malabar, and the iſlands of Divandezou in the Eaſt 


: ladies, All the people chere are Mahometans. 


young 


wh 


x24 


2 a calender, had beſtowed the laſt rites 
upon him; that this very prince, whom 
de ſhould know by the name of God 
© which my brother had imprinted on his 
© arm, is juſt on the point of arriving 
© here, to oppoſe the unjuſt undertaking 
© of the King of Cananor, and that it 
E. was wrote in heaven that I ſhould mar- 


© xy our deliverer. “ Alas! my dear 


© Gerun,” teplied the afflicted Zelabdin, 
© your drearn is but too true! Almas, 
© who has but this inſtant appeared to 
© myſelf, has told me the very fame 
_ © things, with one more, which perhaps 
© your tenderneſs conceals, for fear of 
_® terrifying me. Azrail is now at the 
© fide of my bed; he there waits for my 
© ſoul; whoſe union with my body is to 
© laſt ſo ſhort a time, that I ſhall ſcarce 
enjoy the pleaſure of ſeeivg you united 
© with the Prince of Gur.'—* Ah, my 
lord i it is true enough that I intended 
© to hide this circumſtance from you, re- 
plied the Princeſs of Divandurou. * Muſt 
© I then loſe you, my lord ?*— Yes, my 
© dear! anſwered Zelabdin undaunted- 
Iy. © Let us prepare ourſelves for this 
© bitter ſeparation by an edifying ſub- 
« miſſion, which the agreement between 
© our dreams requires of us; and read 
© for me, I beſcech you, thoſe verſes of 
© the Alcoran which ſerve to take off the 


© terror that naturally attends this una- 


£ yoidable tranſition. N 
Geron, all in tears, took the Alcoran 


out of it's caſe of green cloth, aud read to 


her father, till it was day-light, a great 
many chapters of this divine book. She 
was thus piouſly employed, when a meſ- 
ſenger entered with the account of a 
ſhip's being juſt come into port that 


brought ſome news from his fon Prince 


Almaz. | | 

Upon this the good king's grief broke 
out with new vigour; he gave a great 
ſhout. Ah, my dear Gerun, ſaid he 
to the princels, our dreams, then, you 
© fee, are now accompliſhed. Go and 


1 8 yourſelf to appear before the 
0 


Prince of Gur, and give orders that 


he ſhould be immediately introduced 
into my apartment.” a 
ſhe went to dreſs herſelf, while. meſſen- 
gers were carrying to Faruk the orders 
of Zelabdin. The young prince being 
conducted into the chamber of the dying 
monarch, ſaw ſo much grief painted on 
his countenance, that he had not reſohu- 
don enough te inform him of bis fon's 
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young prince, diſguiſed in the habit of 


Gerun obeyed; 


death, Zelabdin difcovered the per- 
plexity Faruk was in: * Sir," faid he, 
with a weak voice, (“ for I am not unac- 
© quainted with your name or your er- 
rand) do not be afraid of increaſing 
my grief by giving me an account of 
the death of my beloved fon Almaz; he 
© has himſelf taken care to give me no- 
« tice of ſo afflicting a cataſtrophe.” Fa- 
ruk, my lord, heſitated anſwering the in- 
tentions of Zelabdin, when the beauti- 
ful Gerun made her appearance. At 
the firſt fight of her, the Prince of Guy 
almoſt fainted away, and even fell on the 
bed of the ſick monarch. This acci- 
dent threw the king and his daughter in- 
to a great amazement. _ | | 

Nature, my lord, had taken pleaſure 
in preparing the ways of love between 
Faruk and -Gerun. This princeſs ſo 


perfectly reſembled Gulguli-Chemame, 


that the Prince of Gur could not look at 
her without an extraordinary emotion. 


He got the better of his weakneſs by de- 


grees; and finding, by the difference of 
their heights, that he was miſtaken, he 
however judged it would be improper 
to let Gerun know the cauſe of his ſud- 


den fit; but, turnning to Zelabdin— 


Ab, my lord!” ſaid he, pardon this 
* involuntary breach of reſpe&t. The 
fine eyes of the charming Gerun ſent 
ſuch irreffſtible arrows to my heart, 
that I had not ſtrength enough to bear 
up againſt them. But in endeavouring 
to excuſe one fault, I fee that I commit 
another. It ill becomes me to ſpeak of 
love in places full of grief and horror; 
and though I may think myſelf au- 
thorized to behave in this manner by 
the words of the prince your ſon, and 
by the divine characters he imprinted 
on my arm, I am thoroughly ſenſible 
of my indiſcretion.? | 
© You cannot, Sir, give any offence,” 
replied the afflicted Zelabdin, ** ſince | 
Heaven has choſen you for the huſ- 
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band of the beautiful Gerun. It would 


© look very ill in me to find fault with a 
< paſſion which is to conſtitute all tbe 
© happineſs of her life; on the contrarx, 
© ] am extremely glad that her charms 

© have made ſo quick and lively an im- 

preſſion on the ſenſes of ſo accompliſhed 
« a prince. But be ſo kind, Sir, as to 
© acquaint me with the fate of my ſon; 
* ſince you are the only perſon that can 
give me any certain account of him. 


Fauk could no _ r defer ſatisſying 


Zelabdin's reaſonab 


curioſity; he re. 
late 
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his way through a thouſand iwords to 
attack perſonally the young hero; who,” 
no-leſs deſirous of meaſuring his courage. 
with the king's, flew more than half way. 
to meet him, bearing down every thing 
that oppoſed his progreſs; ſo that a ter- 


14ed to him all the circumſtances of Al- 
ma's death, but as briefly. as poſlible ; 
likewiſe thepuniſhmentot the murderers, 
the unhappy prince's appearance to him, 
and his politive orders to come to Di- 
vundurou, where he aſſured him he ſhould - 
have the good fortune of winning the 
heart of the accompliſhed Gerun. 
The Prince of Gur, my lord, had 
ſcarce finiſhed his relation, when word 
was brought to the king, in great hurry, 
that the King of Cananor, in perſon, was 
juſt landed in the iſland, and laying waſte 
with fire and ſword. Ah, my lord!“ 
ſaid Faruk, it is my buſineſs to revenge 
© you of the oppreſſion of this unjuſt 
monarck. I will periſh, with all my 
© people, or bring you back his head in 
a very ſhort time. The prince, after 
this, making a low reverence to his ma- 
jeſty, turned to the princeſs; And you, 
charming Gerun, ſaid he, may I 
< flatter myſelf with the hopes of being 
dear enough to you, to deſerue your 
< vows to Heaven for A prince who will 
c ſpill the laſt drop of his blood, rather 
; Has ſuffer the King of Cananortoauc- 
© ceed in his wicked and cowardly pre- 
© tenſions.? | e 
Theſe words deprived Gerun of the 
wer of anſwering him; ſhe was at a 
oſs how to return the compliment: but 
as her love ſeemed to be authorised by 
the great Prophet, and by her father 
Go, my lord, replied ſne, where ho- 
nour calls you. Our cauſe is too juſt 
* for Heaven to give the day to the king 
© who would oppreſs us: but do not yield 
_ to your courage enough to give metreſh 
cauſe of affliction.” The princeſs could 
not finiſh theſe words without a bluſh; 
and Faruk, tranſported at ſeeing he had 
an intereſt in the princeſs's heart, ran to 
put himſelf in a condition of executing 
what he had promiſed, He immediately 
aſſembled his followers and being rein- 
torced by Zelabdin's troops, went in 
ſearch of the enemy with ſo much reſo- 
lution, that the marks of victory were al- 
ready viſible in his countenanctee. 
The King of Cananor had at firſt - 
fpread ſo univerſal a terror, that al! the 
inhabitants fled before him; but Faruk's 


preſence inſpired them with new courage, 


and he attacked the inyader with ſo much 
reſolution and vigour, that he obliged 


him to retreat in his turn. The King of 


Cananor, enraged at ſeeing himſelf de- 
feated by a ſingle map, (for it was Fa- 
kk alone, in a manner, that brought vic- 
tory to the party he ſided with) made 


. 


rible battle ſoon enſued between theſe 


two chiefs, in which, however; Faruk at 


length proved victorious. | The King of 
Cananor loſt his life in it; and his death. 


having diſheartened his troops, they im- 


mediately endeavoured to get back to their 
ſhips; but the Prince of Gur purſued 
them ſo cloſely, that they were all cut to 


pieces, and their ſnips given up to be 


plundered by the victorious ſoldiers. 
After ſo compleat a victory, the prince 

mations of all the people. The king, 

and the matchleſs Gerun eſpecially, re- 


returned to the Ton amidſt the accla- 
e 


ceived him with unſpeakable joy. Sym- 


pathy, which generally pengtrates a great 
way ma very ſhort time, had fopertetly 4 


gained him the heart of this princeſs, that 


ſke could ſcarce keep within bounds the 
tranſports ſhe: felt at the thoughts of 
being matched with ſo. accompliſhed a 
prince. TEC Ph N 

Faruk, my lord, was 


noble, his ſoul anſwerable to his make, 
very ſkilful, and courageous beyond 
imagination. So many ſhining quali- 


ties were more than ſufficient to enflame 


a young princeſs, whoſe happy reſem- 
blance with -Gulguli-Chemame rendered 


her extremely precious in the eyes of the . 
young hero. In a word, Zelabdin thought 


it improper to ſuffer theſe happy lovers 
to ſigh for a union any longer: he joined 
them together that very day; and, after 
declaring Faruk his ſucceſſor, went in a 


few days more to give an account of his 


actions before the throne of Infinite Ma- 


Lou have now heard, my lord, the 
adventures of Faruk. This prince, che- 


riſhed by the beautiful Gerun, after hav- 


ing ſincerely lamented the death of Ze- 


labdin, ſpent his days with his illuſtrious ' 


confort in a manner worthy of envy; and 
left children, whoſe deſcendants reign to 
this day in the iſlands of Divandurou. 


THE RETURN OF THE PHYSICIAN | 


f | ABUBEKER. 


J UST as Ben-Eridoun was figiſhing 


the hiſtory of Faruk, Aſtracan rang 


with. a thouſand 3 of joy, 


| dich | 


* 


ectly well 


made; his features full of life, his ar 
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which reached the palace of Schems- 


Eddin. The monarch, ſurprized at fo 
uncommon a noiſe, immediately ordered 


the vizir Mutamhid to enquire what was 
the cauſe vf it. Mutamhid accordingly 


-  wentout of the palace to get intelligence; 


but immediately came back. © Ah, my 
ford ſaid he, in a tranſport of joy, 
¶ have juſt had a fight of Abubeker 
conducting towards the palace a lady 
covered with a veil! No doubt your 
mis fortunes will ſoon have an end; 
and it is the preſence of thofe two per- 


« .ſons which gives your ſubjects a plea- 


© fare that they cannot contain.” , 
Mutimhid had not finiſhed this > 


able account, when the father of Ben- 


Eridoun entered the hall where Schems- 
Eddin was ſeated, followed by a crowd 
of people, who had forced their way af- 


ter him. The old man threw himſelf 
proſtrate at the king's feet, and faid— 


*-Here is, my lord, your faithful flave 


t returned ſooner than I promiſed your 
'< -majeſty ;z and 1 bring back with me a 


©" treaſure which I could not find any 


« .where but at Serendib. It is the wo- 


© man who is to reſtore you your fight.” 
Come near me, that I may embrace 


you, my dear Abubeker, anſwered the 


King of Aſtracan. Such ſubjects as 


you and your fon deſerve all the love 


and co ce of their prince. Let 
this ſo rare a woman make a trial of 


© her ſkill. But I aſſure you, before- 


hand, that though ſhe ſhould not ſuc- 
*:ceed, I ſhall not think my obligation 
4h you the le. | 
On the king's-giving this order, the 
veiled lady dre near his majeſty's throne, 
all the ſpectators waiting impatiently for 
the event; but few of them, the phyſi- 
cians eſpecially, thought any good of 
this remedy; when the woman, takin 


out a golden bottle, which the opened, 
ſhe waſhed the king's eyes with the water 


the had gathered on the. wonderful tree 


af Serendib. This divine liquor had 


ſcarce touched the hing's eyes, but he 
perceived in them a falutary coolneſs, 
which he felt even at his heart; two kinds 


af films, which obſtructed the paſſage, of 
the rays of liglit, fell from his eyes; and 
the prince, recovering his ſight as per- 


fectly as ever he enjoyed it before Ben- 
buker had ſo barbarouſly deprived him 


of it, cried out in a tranſport of joy — 


© Heaveps ! is it poſſible that the dark- 


_ © nefs inwhich Thave lived ſo long a time, 


' 
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*© ſhould be ſo ſoon diſperſed! Ves, 1 
© again know you, my dear Mutamhid 
and you, my other faithful ſubjects 
© whoſe features have not been worn out 
of my memory by ſo long a blind. 
* neſs. Atleaſt, then, I can enjoy the 
light!“ a 8 
\ "The ſurprize of all the ſpectators wag 
ſo extraordinary, and the joy was fo 
great, that nothing was to be heard in 
the hall but clapping of hands. But the 
king, having — ſilence, turned him- 


ſelf to the lady, ho had remained ſtand- 


ing with modeſt filence. Whoever you 


are, ſaid he, + illuſtrious .heroine of 


of mou ſex, you may expect every thing 
© for a ſervice too „ to have a price 
© ſet you it. The loſs of my dear 
© Zebd-El-caton. does not leave me at 
© liberty to divide my throne with you. 
No woman, let her be ever fo hand- 
* ſome; ſhall hereafter have any domi- 
© nion over my heart; but you may de- 
* pend on a gratitude without bounds, 
and that will be every day as new and 
© as lively as the firſt. 9355 
Do not, then, Madam, hide any 
longer from me and my ſubjects the 
© perſon to whom I am ſo much obliged; 
throw off this veil, I befeech you, and 
let us ſee thoſe eyes whoſe vivacity daz- 
© zles me, though their fires are blunted. 
© by the gauze that covers them. 
_- The lady in the veil thought herſelf 
obliged to comply with this requeſt ; and 
accordingly unveiled herſelf. But what 
became of Schems-Eddin at this ſight, 
which he was not able to bear! He fell 
back on his throne {| 3 and it was 
ſome time before he came to himſelf 
enough to expreſs his ſurprize. Ah! 
© Zebd-El-caton! my dear Zebd-El- 
© caton!* cried he, is it yourſelf, then, 
© that. I have now the pleaſure of be- 
© holding; or may not my heart, upon 
© which your image is ſo deeply en- 
graved, miſtake for you every thing 


that my eyes now diſcover? . No, 


my lord, anſwered the lady, with 
tears of joy, I am that Zebd-El-caton 
whom you had given up for dead! I 
am ſtill alive, and happy enough to be 
inſtrumental in putting an end to your 
© misfortunes.*—* Ah, no doubt! re- 
plied the king, at the ſame time tenderly 
embracing his beloved ſpouſe; all my 
© misfortunes are at an end indeed, fince 
© I behold you! I appeal to Heaven, if 
I have been a ſingle day fince our cruel 
hann 


* 


4 
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t Rparation without ſhedding a flood of 
tears for your loſs ; but the ſource 
© from whence they ſprung is now dried 


up.“ 5 | | 

"1 + his diſcourſe, and the mutual and 
tender careſſes of this = pair, 
ſenſibly affected all the ſpectators: fo 
ſtrange and miraculous an adventure 
filled them all with aſtoniſhment; even 
Abubeker himſelf, who had conducted 
the lady from Serendib to, Aſtracan, 
without knowing that ſhe was Zebd-El- 
caton. -Svon after this happy diſcovery, 
joy and pleaſure took place of filence and 
affliction. The king loaded with favours 
Abauheker and his fon, whom he ever 
afterwards retained about his perſon, 
He diſtributed immenſe ſums among the 
convents of derviſes and the moſques, to 
thank the ſovereign Prophet for his di-. 
vine protection. But as he was impa- 
tient to know by what ſupernatural power 
his conſort had been reſtored to life, or 
by what accident Abubeker had met 
with her, he was no ſooner returned to 


the palace with his vizirs and his phyſi- 


cians, than he requeſted Zebd - El- caton 


to ſatisfy his curioſity in their preſence. 
The queen loved the tender Schems- 
Eddin too well to defer his ſatis faction 
= ſingle moment, and began as follows. 

\ | &; 


THE\HISTORY OF ZERD-EL-CATON. 


I * would be to no purpoſe, my lord, 
to put you in mind of the laſt words 
I faid to you at our ſeparation; they were 
dictated to me by our great Prophet; 


and, as Azrail was at that time fo near 
my pillow, I did not imagine we ſhould _ 


ever meet again. However, life did not 


daotally forſake me; a lethargick vapour 


deprived me of my ſenſes, enough no 
Joubt to make every one believe that I 


was really dead. Even you yourſelf was > 


deceive& on the occaſion; and ordered, 
as IJ have been ſince told by Abubeker, 
who, without knowing who I. was, re- 
lated all your misfortunes to the King 


of Serendib in my preſence; you or- 
dered, I Fay, that I ſhould be hut up in 
a coffin adorned with precious ſtones; 


but forbid, at the ſame time, that my 
face ſhould be covered; a precaution 


which proved the happy means of ſav- 


ing my life. 7257 f 2 16 i : 
The jewels and gold with which my 


coffins was covered, made it proper for 


the Arabian tobbers to remove me to a 


tions“ Take courage, 
he; © your life is in ſafety in my hands; 


E AITAMAN TALES: „ 
place of ſafety; and accordingly thex did 
a 


not divide their plunder till they ha- 


above ten leagues from the place whire 
they attacked you. | 


After having broke 
my coffin to pieces, they began to ſtrip 
me, in order to throw me into a pretty 


deep river that ran hard by; when one 


of them, in endeavouring to rip the ſleeve 
of my gown, to which an emerald was 
faſtened, was unſkilful enough to. prick 
me in the arm; and this accident, 
lord, ſecured me from a real death. My 
blood flowed ſo freely, that the robber 
was ſurprized at it; and this circam- 
ſtance, with ſyme remains of heat, and a 
feeble» palpitation, made him conclude 
that I was not dead, but only in a dee 


lethargy. However, he thought proper 


not ta. acquaint the other robbers with 


what he had obſerved; but throwing me: 
on his ſhoulders, carried me towargls e 


river, in order to make them believe that 
he really intended to throw me into. it. 
In the mean time, the robbers removed 


to a greater diſtance, without ſuſpefting 


that he underſtood ſomething of ſurgery. 
He let my blood run as 1 


thought my condition required, bound 


up my arm with the muſlin of his tur- 
ban, and, throwing water on my face, 
brought me back to myſelf by degrees. 


At length, my lord, I opened my eyes 
and when I grew ſtrong enough to look 
attentively at the objects about me, I was - 
not a little ſurprized to find myſelt alone 

in the company. of a man 1 had never 


ſeen before. As he ſoon perceived. my 
grief and ſurprize by my eyes and ac- 
dam, ſaid 


and your hongur runs no riſque, ſince 


it is out of my power to attack it, 
©. though I were ever ſo ill - diſpoſed. 


Theſe words quisted me a little; and. 
having enqui | mer 
I had fallen into his hands, I was told, 
my lord, that your little caravan had been 
attacked by the wild Arabs at ſome days 


diſtance from Grand Cairo; that — 
had made the boldeſt reſiſtance; hut 


of him in what manner 


* 
* "% . 
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J requeſted the Arab to conduct me to 
the ſpot where the engagement had hap- 
N He was ſo good as to comply; 

ut I was ſo weak, that I could not reach 


the place in leſs than four days. We 


examined together all the dead bodies; 


but as they were no longer diſtinguiſh. 
able, on account of the wonnds which 


they 


blood that covered them, and by lying 
ſo long expoſed to the air, it was im- 


poſſible for me to tell exactly which was 


yours. However, finding one that ap- 


peared to me of your ſtze, I concluded it 
was yours, 2nd waſhed it's face with my 
tears. I even thought I could diſcern 
ſome of your auguſt features; which ſo 


increaſed m 


body, whic 


icf, that IT fainted on the 
held claſped in my arms 
The Arab ſeparated me. I remained 


above an hour in this condition; but I at 


' fabres that we 


' bod 


laſt came to e With ſome broken 

| dund on the fpot, we then 
dug a hole latge enongh to contain this 
, which we accordingly put into it; 


and, having covered it with the earth, 
left the place full of horror and afflic- 
I was ſo amazed, notwithſtanding my 


affliction, at the civilities and politeneſs 


of the Arab, that I could ſcarce refrain 
* a moment from expreſſing my gratitude. 


Er- 
< tainly you were not born to ſo baſe and 


© cruela condition; your living amongſt 


plied t 


them muſt be owing to ſome very preſ- 


«© ſing neceſſity *—* Ah, Madam! re- 
1 


* middling condition, I never imagined 


EI ſhould be obliged to take up with the 
'© company of ſuch wicked wretches. It 
Vas the deſire of being revenged for the 
greateſt injury that could be done a 


„ man, that alone induced me to umite 


..© with the Arabian robbers; but the 


death of my enemy has not reſtored 
me what his unjuſt fury had deprived 
me of.” Theſe lat words drew from 


him a flood of tears; which having a- 
wakened my compaſſion, and ſtrengthen- 
ed my curioſity, I requeſted him to give 


” 


Poſe. | 


1 


me ſome account of his misfortunes. 
His relation was to the following pur- 


cupital of the kingdom of the ſame name. 


had received on the face, and the 


* -Aden is a'town fituated in Arabia Felix, 


My lord,” faid I, © how is it poſſible | 
_ *© that, having embraced the life of a 
_ *©'robber, yon ſhould preſerve ſo noble a 
Way of thinking and acting? 


though I am but of a 


* 


f 


TALES. 


THE ADVENTURES OF THE ARAB 


Am the ſon, Madam, of a pretty con- 
. ſiderable jeweller of Aden *. My fa. 
ther had an intimate friend of the fame 
buſigefs; whoſe name was Saman; and 
Saman had a daughter four years younger 
than me, whoſe rare beauty cclipſed that 
of every other girl in Aden. My father 
and his friend, to ſtrengthen their friend- 
ſhip, had agreed that their children, when 
own up, ſhould become man and wife; 
ſo that I had ſcarce attained the uſe of 
reaſon, when Abdarmon was taught tv 
conſider me as her ſpouſe z and that nw 
father gave me to underſtand that 1 
ſhould only pleaſe him m proportion to 


the progreſſes I made in the eſteem and 


affection of my little miſtreſs. | 
It ſeldom. happens that the hearts of 


children, given away at fo tender an ags, 


follow exactly the wills of their parents; 
one would even imagine that this kind 
of tyranny inſpires them with quite con- 
trary ſentiments. However, Madam, 
it was quite the reverſe in our caſe; the 
more we grew up, the more we anſwered 
the intentions of our fathers. I uſed to 
ſpend whole days with my little miſtreſs, 
without deſiring any other enjoyment ; 
and, on her ſide, ſhe did not appear to 
have any ſatis faction greater than that of 
ſeeing me in her company; ſo that, if I 
ſtaid away but a ſingle moment beyond 
the time at which I generally uſed to wait 
on her in her apartment, ſhe reproached 
me in the tendereſt manner, and thereby 
added new ſtrength to my paſſion. ©* You 
© do not love me ſo much as you ought, 
my dear Aben- azar, ſaid ſhe to me 
one day; and I find that I am not 
*. handſome enough to make you entirely 
© mine. You often appear diſtracted in 
* my company, at the ſame time that 


you take up all my attention. What 


is there then wanting to compleat your 
© happineſs? Alas! did I know what it 
* was, I would with joy ſacrifice my life 
© tothe ſatisfaftion of my lover. You 
© are very unjuſt,anfwered 1; © and at 
the ſame time very ingenious in mak- - 
ing yourſelf very uneaſy, Why load 
me with reproaches that I ſo little de- 
ſerve? I languifh in every place that I 
do not find you. I love nothing but 


at the mouth of the Perfian Gulph 2 it is 


# you; 
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4 vf: on your love alone depends all 
my happineſs; and if any thing can 
© give me pain, It is only the thoughts of 
« being obliged to wait four years to 
© become the ſpouſe of my dear Ab- 
Fang, | 


My young miſtreſs (continued Aben- | 


azar} was ſcarce ten years old, and I 


ſcarce fourteen, when we entertained each . 


other in this tender manner. Judge, 
then, Madam, how paſſionate our con- 
verſation muſt have been, the nearer we 


drew to the term of our happineſs. In 


nne, Madam, I do not think it was poſ- 
ſible for two young perſons to love each 
other with greater delicacy; and we were 
nov on the point of ſeeing ſo pure and 
ſo faithful —— by the happy 


union with which our parents had flat- 


tered our hopes, when, on a ſudden, we 
were made the moſt unfortunate lovers 
that ever exiſted. Our fathers fell out 
through a jealouſy created by their be- 
ing of the ſame profeſſion. A mortal 
enemy of mine made it his buſineſs to 
foment the quarrel by a thouſand falſe 
reports; and the wretch fucceeded fo 
well, that their enmity grew to an inve- 
terate batred. The firſt thing they did 
was to break the engagement that Ab- 
darmon and I had entered into by their 


orders, We were forbid to ſee each 


other, or entertain the leaſt hopes of be- 
ing ever united. What a ſenſible ſtroke 


this was! I thought I ſhould have died 


with grief; and I muſt do Abdarmon 
the juſtice of ſaying, that her's was fo 
eat; that it brought upon her a violent 
t of ſickneſs, which at length reduced 
her to the greateſt extremity. The news 
of the danger ſhe was in threw me into 


perfect deſpair: I ran to Saman's houſe, 


fell proſtrate at his feet, and made uſe of 
the moſt ſubmiſſive expreſſions to engage 
his pity ; but L found him inflexible to my 


entreaties. I then made uſe of the danger 


my dear Abdarmon was in to endeavour 
to ſoften him; but all to na purpoſe. 
Though I love my daughter,” faid he, 
as much as any father tan love a child, 
© I ſhould be better pleaſed to ſee her in 
the grave than jn-the arms of the ſon 
of my moſt cruel enemy: you muſt 
therefore think no longer of prevail- 
ing over me; but withdraw yourſelf 
9 leſt I forget the kindneſs I 

ill have for you.“ I had a mind to 
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reply; but his cruelty, afflicted me ſo 


much, that I fainted away at his feet. 


i 


My grief made no impreſſion on biw 


* 


every opportunity of aſſuring 
{onally of an eternal tenderneſs; though 


ſo far from it, that he ordered two ſlaves 
to take me, in the condition I was in, and 
throw me out of doors. 


_ My father, in his way home from ſome 
| buſineſs that he had been tranſacting, 


unfortunately for me, happened to pals/ 
at that very moment through the ſtreet 


where Saman lived; and, having heard 


of his cruel behaviour, was exaſperated 
at it to the laſt degree : he al a. me to 
be carried home; where in ſome time I 
came to myſelf. | a 
The affront I had received was fo puh- 
lick, that my father ordered me, on pain 


of his indignation, never to commit the 


ſame fault again. But I had little in- 
clination to obey him: the beautiful 


Abdarmon had made too deep an im- 


preſſion on my heart to be fo readily fox- 
got; on the contrary, I e 
her per- 


all to no purpoſe; ſhe was too narrowly 
watched, and it was impoſſible for me to- 


approach her. Upon this I fell fick | 


with grief; and was ſcarce recovered, 
when, to compleat my miſery, I heard. 


ſhe had been juſt married to Ilekhan, che 


ſon of our enemy. What an impreſſion 
the fatal news made on me! I uttered 
againſt Saman every thing that rage and 
deſpair could inſpire. Ah! I cried, 
is it poſſible, then, charming Abdar- 


mon, that yon ſhould become the prey 


© of the vileſt and moſt brutal o all 
mankind!” Aud indeed, Madam, Ilek- 
han had ſo mean a look, ſo ſavage a 
countenance, and ſo much ruſticity in his 
behaviour, that he was univerſally hated. 
But his father had prevailed on Saman, 
by the moſt artful attery, eſpecially p 


repreſenting to him that he could not rę- 
venge himſelf of mine better than by 
giving Abdarmon to his fon; ſo that 


Saman did not heſitate a moment to ſa- 
crifice his daughter to his vengeance: 
and thus the beautiful Abdarmon fell a 


ſacrifice to the animoſity of our fami- 


hegs. 7-5 


It was not without the greateſt re- 


luctance imaginable that Abdarmon de- 
livered herſelf up into the hands of Ilex - 
han; nor till had tried every method 
ſhe could think of to avoid it: but her 
father was inexorable. It was not, how- 
ever, poſſible to extort from her a formal 


. conſent to a union to which ſhe ſhould 


have preferred death itſelf, had ſhe been 


left to her choice :, but Saman forgot, on 
this occaſion, his quality of father, to 


becoma 


—_ 
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become her exetutioner. He put her 


into Ilekhan's hands, who brought her 


Home, without. troubling his head about 
the averſion ſhe expreſſed againſt him; 


and, thinking that Saman's conſent was 


ſufficient to 'entitle him to exact from 


. Abdarmon what no wife ought ta refuſe 


a buſband, he met with ſuch oppoſition 
from this virtuous girl, that neither 


; prayers nor threats made any impreſſion 


on her. His impatient temper made 


Hum haften away to Saman with a com- 


_ of his daughter's behaviour; and 


Saman reproached her moſt ſeverely on 
the occaſion: but the generous Abdar- 


mon, without failing in the reſpect ſhe 
owed her father, courageouſly proteſted 
that ſhe never would be Ilekhan's wife. 
No, my lord, ſaid ſhe, it is in vain 


that you try every method of making 
me unfaithful; my heart has con- 

© trated a long and pleaſing habit of 
loving Aben-azar : in this I have only 


© obeyed your orders ; and the moſt cruel 


death cannot make me alter my ſenti- 


ments. | 1 


» Saman was amazed at ſuch a reſoly- 
Non; but flattered himſelf that time 
might get the better of it: he therefore 


adviſed Ileklian to treat Abdarmon with 


great mildneſs, giving him hopes that he 


might in that manner overcome the cou- 


e of the young heroine. 


It was with great difficulty that Ilek- 


han could moderate himſelf ſo far as to 


follow his father-in-law's advice. He 
determined, however, to wait for ſome 
days to ſee if a reſpectful behaviourwould 


mot make ſome favourable impreſſions on 


Abdarmon; and reſolved to make uſe of 


his authority if he did not ſucceed by fair 


means. TED. 
- It was with unſpeakable joy I heard of 
Abdarmon's noble reſiſtance, and the re- 


Solution that Ilekhan had formed. I 


thence conceived ſome favourable ex- 


pectations; and making uſe of every 
5 to defeat the deſigns of my 


baſe rival, I found means of gaining one 


of his ſlaves, whom I prevailed upon to 


introduce me by night into his miſtreſs's 
apartments. For this purpoſe I had put 


on a woman's dreſs, to give the leſs cauſe 


of ſuſpicion to thoſe who might ſee me 
into his houſe; and in this condition 


Avas introduced into Abdarmon's apart- 
ment. I found her negligently ſtretched 
on her bed, with her arm under her head, 
in the poſture of a perſon that laboured 
under ſome great uncaſineſs of mind, I 


. 
* 


* 
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threw myſelf at her feet, and kiffed one 
of her beautiful hands with ſo much 
tranſport, that ſhe could not but know 
that no one but a lover, ſenſible of his 
miſtreſs's love, could take fo great a li. 
Ry If the ſight of me gave her ex- 
ceeding joy, my being in a houſe of 
which Ilekhan was * Ay II : | 


leſs uneaſineſs. Ah, my lord!” ſaid 


ſhe, embracing me in the tendereſt man« 
ner, fly, I conjure you, a place where I 
* havemuchreaſon to fear your life is in 
danger. Put yourſelf, if you can, in a 
condition that may enable you to ſnatch 
me out of the hands of my tyrant; and 
© - be perſuaded, that I am ready to ſuffer 
the moſt cruel torments, death it- 
© ſeif, rather than break the vows I have 
©* ſooften made of being only yours! 
© If it is fo, Madam,” anſwered I, © come 
© away with me this very inſtant, and T 
© ſhall deliver you out of the hands of a 
5 man whoſe behaviour onght to be held 
* inaverhon by all the world. 
Ihe ſlave, whom I had at firſt brought 
over, 22 himſelf to my reſolution; 
but a diamond ſtaggered Sang I pro- 
miſed to take him away with us, and to 
requite his ſervices ſo well, that I at laſt 
made him conſent to every thing. I then 
embraced my Abdarmon, with an ex- 
traordinary tranſport, and we were on the 
point of quitting her apartment, and 
making her retreat, when Ilekhan ap- 
ared with a ſabre in his hand, and fol- 
owed by eight {laves armed in the ſame 
manner. This unexpected ſight ſtunned 
me to ſuch à degree, that I gave the 


wretches time to ſecure me. 


Abdarmon knew by the rage that ap- 


on in the eyes of our enemy, that we 


ad no mercy to expect. She did not 


. condeſcend to alk any; but, looking at 


him with indignation— I never con- 
«© cealed from you, tyrant,” ſaid ſne, the 
© violent paſhon I have always had for 
©. Aben-azar? heis lovely; he pleaſed me; 
©. I have appeared in his eyes preferable 
© to all the girls of Aden. He has loved 
me with all poſſible: delicacy; and 1 
© belonged to him before an uniuft ani- 
© moſity, which has divided our families, 
© made my father take a reſolution of 
© giving me into your poſſeſſion. This 
„is, ſavage, all the crime you have to 
©. puniſh; but it is too beautiful a fault to 
© be ſorry for having committed it. She 


then reached me her hand, ſaying—*. I 
©. ſee, my dear lover, that we muſt die. 


The unworthy Hekhan' is not generous = 
| : ”,  " 5 enough 
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( therefore courageoully 2 to paſs 


© qver to a more eaſy an ightful life, 
s wherequrenjoyments ſhall not be inter · 
rupted by the hatred of our parents: 
« we ſhall have no jealouſy or tyranny to 


« 


fear therez and, as we ſhall bring there 


+ hearts inflamed with love, we may pro- 
«. miſe ourſelyes a reception among 
£ thoſe happy lovers whoſe ſole occupa- 
f be to give themſelves up en- 
«. tirely to the pleaſures of loving and of 
© being beloved,” r 5 
This diſcqurſe, which had ſo much 
ſweetneſs in it for me, and ſo much bit- 
ternels for my rival, ſerved only to in- 
creaſe his anger. Yes, falſe woman!” 
faid he to Abdarmon, who had thrown 


; | herſelf into my armsz c yes, yau ſhall 


s die! and you ſhall die by your own 
© bands. TI ſhould not fully fatisfy my 


< Vengeance, were 1 to truſt an One elſe 


© with the execution of it. Upon this 
he plunged his ſabre into the breaſt of my 


dear miſtreſs, who had juſt time to turn 


her eyes towards me, and give me the 


laſt farewrel. 


Ah, Madam, (continued the Arab, 
drowned in a flood of tears, which. the 


remembrance of ſo moving a ſcene had 


drawn from him) you cannot conceĩve the 
condition I was in at. the ſight of ſo bloody 


an action. I had till now in a manner con- 
tinued motionleſs with ſurprize; but the 


oy 


death of Abdarmon ſoon brought me to 


myſelf pain, I gave a ſhout that terri- 
fed thoſe who held me; and my fury 
was ſo great, that I forced myſelf from 
them, and fell upon the barbarous Ilek- 
han, I ſoon got him under my feet; and, 


5 ſnatching a poniard from his belt, I made 


fuch-uſe af it. that in ſpite of all his ſlaves 
could do, I gave him a great many 
wounds with it; but I was ſo beſide my - 
felf, that they were all but very flight 
ones, I was at length beat to theground 
in my turn; and. the fury of my rival 
being wound up to the greateſt pitch by 
ſeeing his Tukey Traitor! {aid he, do 
© not umagine that my vengeance has no- 


thing worſe than death in ſtore for you: 


© no, no; you muſt nat think of going to 
meet your Abdarmon; I intend to = 
< niſh you in a manner more terrible than 


3 any puniſhment in itſelf can be; hav- 


ing upon this ordered his flaves to bind 


me hand and feet. Ah, Madam! (con- 


tinued Aben · azar, with an unuſual flood 
ei tears) ſhame and deſpair will not let 


« 
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ter to have no. correſ 
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me ſpeak; what ſhall I ſay to you? The 
barbarous Ilekhan made me ceaſe to be 
what I was, without depriving. me of 
lite, and afterwards ordered me to be car 


ried, weltering in my blood, and in a ſtate: 
father's houſe, 


of inſenſibility, to he 
when, through compathon, or to give him 
the ſooner the mortification of ſeeing me 
in ſo cruel a condition, the ſlayes knocked 


with all their ſtrength. e 
My father, at this noiſę, immediately 


got out of bed, lighted his lamp; and 


came down into the ſtreet, What a ſad 


ſpectacle had he then before him! His . 


cries raiſed all our neighbours; I was 
immediately carried to my bed, and an ahlę 
ſurgeon ſent for, wha. with his ſpeciſick 
herbs ſoon ſtaunched my blood; and, 
having then applied an excellent balm, L 
began to open my eyes, and ſhewed ſome 
ſigns of life: but I had no ſoooner en- 
tirely recovered the uſe of wy ſenſes, than 
on conſidering the ſad condition I Was 


in, and the loſs of Abdarmon, I reſolved 


to follow her. I therefore tore the dveſ- 
ling from my wounds, and gave fuch 


ſigns of deſpair, ..that the aſſiſtants were 


obliged to tie me, and cure me in ſpite 


of myſelf. My father was perfectly mad, 


when he heard that it was Ilekhan that 
had uſed me ſo barbarouſly. He would 
have gone directly to his houſe, to revenge 
the indignity done me, by his death; but 
I hindered him. Leave to myſeli, my 
© lord,” faid I, © that care; and if you 


© have any regard ſtill left for me, do not 


© make my ſhame publick in Aden. I 
© ſhall find out means of puniſhing my 


« enemy for his cruelty.. My: father 


yielded to my requeſt, In fine, Madam, 


in about four years time, F found myſelf 


in a condition to execute what I had pro- 
poſed. But I muſt firſt acquaint you 
with what happened at Ilekhan's houſe, 
after the bharbarous uſage I had received 
from him, aud the puniſhment of the 
{lave that had given me admittance ta 
Abdarmon. x 

The wretch immediately ſent for Sa- 


man, though the night was pretty far ad- 


vanced. As the meſſenger aſſured him 
it was on buſmeſs of importance, he made 
no ſtay, but came immediately with him. 


My lord,” ſaid Ilekhan to him, if 


you were in my place, and after the 
ſtricteſt charges given to your daughs 
dence with 


* Aben-azar,, you. ſnould find them to- 
« gether conſpiring your ruin, and in ſuen 
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à manner as to leave no room to doubt 


of their having already deſtroyed your 
_ © honour, what meaſures would you 
©take on finding your love ſo cruelly 
6 deſpiſed ?—* The quickeſt and moſt 
E-victent,* anſwered Saman. In my 


juſt anger I would bury my poniard in 


© their hearts. I am very glad, replied 


_ - Kekhan, that we think alike: come and 


4 ſee if I know how to revenge an in- 
© falt; and upon this he conducted him 
to Abdarmon's apartment; and, after 
ſhewing her to him, weltering in her 
blood, acquainted him in a few words 


in what manner he had puniſhed my love 


or her, . 
Saman could not but ſhudder at the 
- S$ghtof his murdered daughter; for what 
he had ſaid proceeded rather from the 


hatred that prevailed between our fami- 


Bes, than real opinion. However, as he 
had himſelf condemned us, he could not 


recal his ſentence; ſo that this tragical 


event ferved only to confirm him in his 
averſion; and, with a view of doing us 
- all the miſchief in his power when any 
e y ſhovld offer, he united him-' 
fel e realy than ever with Ilekhan 
and his father, in order to accompliſh his 
wicked deſigns. 2 e 
As the cowardly Saman made no noiſe 
of Abdarmon's death, I began to ima- 


| — that he had formed ſome evil deſigns: 


therefore left Aden; and meeting with 


à company of wild Arabs that infeſted 
' the neighbourhood, I begged of them to 


admit me among them. I was well ac- 
quainted, by means of a faithful flave, 


| with all the proceedings of my enemies; 


and, being one day informed that they 
were all three ont of town in order to 


|  Fpend ſome days at a country-houſe of 
Saman'sz as I knew the place perfectly 
well, and in what manner it could be 


9 31 propoſed to the chief of the 


Bedouins to make him maſter in one night 
ef more than a hundred thouſand ſequins, 


provided he gave me a ſufficient detach - 
ment, and leave to be fully revenged on 
three of the crueleſt enemies I had in the 
world. e 5 
The Arab received my propoſal with 
Joy: I picked out twenty reſolute fellows; 
I informed them of my intentions, and 
conducted them all at night to Saman's 

. eountry-houlſe, and even led them to the 
Hall, where he was at table with Ilekhan 
and his father, after having ſecured ſome 
flaves, whoſe cries might have made or 
Teojedt miſcarry. I was fo well diſguiſed 


— 
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that it was impoſſible to know me,” We 
immediately ſecured my enemies; and, 
with our poniards to their throats, threat. 
ened inſtantly to take away their lives, 


if they did not give each of them a note, 


by which we might receive the caſes in 


. which they kept their diamonds. ' This 
they conſented to, thinking thereby to 


ſave their lives; but they had no fooner 
complied, than I immediately laid hold of 
them, and ordered their hands and feet 
to be tied, their mouths gagged, and they 
and their ſlaves to be driven by blows into 
a little wood, which the company I be- 
longed to had that night choſen for a re- 
treat. I then delivered their notes to our 
chief, who thought proper to be himſelf 


the bearer of them; and having diſguiſed 
himſelf for that e with three other 
a 


Arabs, went at day-break to Aden, 
where the clerks of Saman, Ilekhan and 
kis father, (for the two laſt dealt likewiſe 
m jewels) ſeeing their maſters orders ſo 
preciſe, made no difficulty of giving 


their diamonds.” I after wards related all 


adventures to our chief, the cruelty 


m 
| of” Saman, and the barbarous uſage of 
- Hekhan, Take vengeance," faid he, of 
© the traitors; I give them up to your 
diſeretion: but it muſt not be topardon 


© them: if you did, I ſhould myſelf be 


© their executioner and your's.“ Upon 


this J ſet the ſlaves at liberty, that they 
ſhould not know me again; and, having 
thrown off the cloaths that hindered my 
enemies from knowing me, I foon ap- 
peared to them for what I was. They 
ihyddered at the fight of meʒ and the tears 
with which they implored forgiveneſs 


began to move me to compaſſion, when 


calling to mind their barbarity, I re- 
proached them with it in the moſt furi- 
ous terms. I immediately diſpatched 
poniard: as for Tlekhan himſelf, there 
was no- torment I could think of, that I 
did not inflift on my baſe and cruel riva} 
before I put him to death; I even can- 
not think, without horror, upon what I 
made him ſuffer. But what will not a. 
man do, when injured in ſo cruel a man- 
ner? After having thus compleated my 
vengeance, I thought immediately to 


leave the Bedouins; but it was danger- 


ous to aſſociate one's ſelf with ſuch kind 


of people, as one cannot withdraw from 


them when one pleaſts. The affair 


the diamonds had acquired me great re- 
putation among them; it was conducted 
fo prudently, that gur chief confided en- 


3 

x 
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Saman and the father of Ilekhan with my 


os oy 


Urely in me. He was therefore ſo far 
from lettißg we go, that he would un- 
take Mothing for the future without 


my a« ö te; and thus have I been obliged ' 


to: 8 with him thefe two months paſt, 


tory very dear by the loſs of eight hun- 
dred Arabs, and our ſtrength was there- 
by greatly weakened, it was not thonght 
proper, for fear of a ſurprize, to divide 
de eld” of bitte: we 
therefore removed it all; and 


; | coffin was adorned with jewels, 1 had the 
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till we reached the place, at which, on 


« 
» 


pretence of throwing you into à little 


-river, which is pretty deep in ſome places, 


J parted company with the 'Bedouins:; : 


The confuſion and diſorder that then 
reigned amongſt them, did not permit 
them to take notice of my abſence, which 
I am now reſolved to take advantage of, 
and endeayour, by doing all the good I 
can, to obtain pardon for my crimes. 
And indeed; Madam, I ſhall never have 
heard-of cruelty towards my enemies. 
You have now, Madam, had' a ſhort 


done e myſelf with my un- 


but ſad relation of all my misfortunes. 


Judge, therefore, if you need to ſcruple 


to repoſe an entire confidence in me, when 


I offer to conduR you wherever you may 
think proper to go. PE if om 


CONTINUATION OF THE HISTORY 
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tion to to Aben-azar's relation; and, as I 
thought I could not fall into ſafer hands, 


I agreed to his propoſal, and we both ſet 


dut by bye roads for Aden. He was 
under ſome apprehenſion, of being ſu- 


ſpected with having had a hand in the 
murder of his enemies; for which reaſon 


we did not enter the town till after night- 
fall, and went directly to his father's 


houſe, to whom he gave an account of 


the horrible vengeance he had taken of 
them, and in what manner he had met 
me. The old man was ready to die with 


Joy at the return of his fon, of whom he 


Ev 
* 


„ 


- 


Eterday your ſpouſe killed him with 
eon hand. As we bought this vie- 


* 


as your 


Par of it. We did not begin to divide 


Liſtened (continued the beautiful 
Queen of Aſtracan) with great atten- 


had heard nothing for a long time; and he 
received me likewiſe with great kindneſs; 
and, as it was his intereſt to affign ſome 


This town lies on the Red Sea. 


4 
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good cauſe for his fon's abſence, he gave DN 


out that he had been at Saaquem#® ;z where 
he had married me. Few perſons were 


thoroughly acquainted with Aben-azar's * 


diigrace, except the ſurgeon who: took 


care of him during his illneſs; and he 


was now dead, and Ilekhan had never 


made a boaſt of his vengeance: As Iran 


no riſk in countenancing fo well - invented 


a ſtory, I paſſed at Aden for this young 


man's wife, and remained there as ſuch 


for about three years. I deſired he ſhould 


not inform his father Who I really was, 


but give the old man to underſtand that 
I was the widow 'of a Tartar who had 


been killed by the Bedouins at his return 
from Mecca. He complied with my re- 
queſt; but his doing ſo had like a — 
been very prejudicial to me. 


- Aben-azar's father, though advanced : 


in years, was ſtill a well-looking man. 
IT behaved towards him with the greateſt 


complaiſance and reſpect; which he pro- 
| bably imagined he could not better ac- 
knowledge than by making love to me. 


I believe he ſtruggled with his paſſion for 


a long time before he made any declara- 


tion of it; but at length he confirmed 


himſelf ſo well in his reſolution, that he 


thought proper to open his heart to me. 


Though of an imperious temper, he made 
uſe of ſome precautions in acquainting 


me with his intentions, which ht inform- 


5 


© paſs in Aden, 
© wifez but, at the fame time that people 


ed me of in a pretty odd manner. Vu 
fald he, © for my fon's + 


_T"extol his choice of your perſon, they - 
© pity him, Madam, on account of your 
_ © barrenneſs : theſe diſcourſes give me 

great uneaſineſs, and I am afraid that 


a difcovery of our impoſition would 
© furnith ſufficient proofs of his having 


murdered Hekhan, and our two other 


enemies. The memory of our quarrel 


© begins to revive, and people ſpeak of 


the cruel vengeance taken of my ſon; 
© Thaveeven heard ſome reports ſaificient 
© to make ill- natured people believe that 


my ſon is guilty. I cannot be eaſy in 


© fo critical a conjuncture; and there is 
© no one but yourſelf, Madam; who can 
put an end to ſuch diſagreeable and 
dangerous reports.“ I, Sir!' ſaid I, 


in the greateſt furprize; I am too ſen-— 
ſible of every thing that concerns you, 
to refuſe you any thing. Only fpeak, . 


*, my lord; let me know how I may make 


< you eaſy, and you ſhall immediately ß 
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© ſee me do every thing in my power, 
© and with the greateſt joy, to give you 
ſatisfaction.— “ Well then, Madam, 


replied the amorous old man, you can 


only do it in this manner: as my ſon 


© 1s not capable of ſtopping the tongues 


of ill- natured people, I thonght it my 


do not as yet think myſelf too old to 
put an end to a barrenneſs that is the 
common ſuhie& of diſcourſe in Aden: 
conſent to become a mother, Madam, 
and let it be by my means. By ſo 
doing you will diſconcert my enemies, 
who will take my own children for my 
grand-children; and, by ceaſing to rea- 
fon on a ſubje& which cauſes me the 
greateſt uneaſineſs, the life of my ſon 
will be ſecured.” 7 
I was furprized to the laſt degree 


(continued Zebd-El-caton) at the old 


man's propoſal. I was often on the point 
of letting him know who I was : but, as I 
apprehended he would look upon my de- 


claration as a mere evan or refuſing , 


his requeſt, I thought proper to turn his 
love into a joke. This gave him offence, 
and we at laſt quarrelled. Some time 


after, he came and aſked pardon for his 


rudeneſs, but notwithſtanding, renewed 
his arguments ſo often and ſo eagerly, as 
to give me the greateſt reaſon to be in 


pain for the conſequences of his extrava- 


gant paſſion. I therefore thought proper 
to — — the ſon of, it: he aſked me a 
thouſand pardons; and, taking a reſolu- 
tion rs of an honeſt man, made me 
a propoſal of embarking on board a ſhip 
that was to fail next day for Ormus; 


and I comphed with the greateſt pleaſure. 
Upon this, he ſupplied himlelf . with 


jewels: we both went on board, and were 
at a good diſtance from Aden before the 
ridiculous lover had any ſuſpicion of our 


flight. | 


You mult now, my lord, repreſent me 


to yourſelf at ſea with Aben-arzar, with 
an intention of ſetting out for Aſtracan, 


as ſoon as we ſhould arrive at Ormus. 
The winds proved very favourable, and 


we were in houriy expectation of reach- 


ing our port, when à terrible ſtorm ſur- 


2 us, which, after beating aur veſſel 
for ſixteen days ſucceſſively, at laſt daſhed 


it to pieces againſt a rock that ſeemed to 
lie at no great diſtance from the main 
land. Few of us periſhed by this ſhip- 
wreck, as we floated aſhore on' the re- 


mains of the veſſel. But judge what was 
our ſurprize, when our pilot informed us 
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duty to make up his inſufficiency, as 1 


of beau 


modeſty. His paſſion, however, increaſed 
daily, and in a ſhort time became 
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that we were on a deſart iſland, to whick 
the King of Serendib gener | 4 
ſuch of his ſubjects as delerd 
that there came no ſhip to it & once a 
year, and that ſometimes, even for want 
0 pee there did 
ip for many years. | 33 
This was very diſagreeable hews. We 
ſurveyed the iſland however, but found 


2 a few ſlight houſes in ruins, and no 
1 


nhabitants. For a whole month together 
we ſubſiſted by dint of economy on ſome 
proviſions which the waves brought us 


from the wreck, and were afterwards 
obliged to have reconrſe to ſome fruits of 
a very difagreeable taſte. In fine, my 
lord, the greateſt part of the ſhip's com- 


pany were dead through want and hard- 
thip, when we perceived at ſome diſtance 
a ſhip that ſeemed to be bound for the 


iſland; nor were we deceived in our con- 


jectures; it proved to be a ſhip with cri- 


minals from Serendib, by whom we 


learned that no ſhip had been there for 
three years before; and had this ſhip ar- 


rived but a few days later, we ſhould have 


all infallibly periſhed. 
The criminals, who amounted to five 


only, were put aſhore with ſome few 


eatables; and then, the captain having 
taken us on board, we ſet ſail for Ormus. 
There now remained but nine of us 
alive; Aben-azar was of their number; 
and J arrived ſafe with him at Serendib. 


F ſhall not enlarge, my lord, on the riches 


and magnificence of this young monarch, 
but mult juſt tell you, that he is one of 
the wiſeſt and moſt powerful kings in the 
whole world, and that he received us 
with the greateſt diſtinftion,, My ſut- 
ferings on the deſart iſland, and the fa- 
tigues of the voyage, had made ſuch an 
impreſſion on me, that I was no longer 
the ſame perſon. His majeſty, however, 
thought he could diſtinguiſh ſome remains 
in my features; and, having 
ordered that I ſhould be treated with the 
greateſt tenderneſs and reſpect, reſt and 
ood fare foon made ſuch an alteration 
in me for the better, as engaged his ma- 
jeſty's particular attention. EN 
caſtes ged with Aben-azar, who always 
the palace, and received every moment 
freſh marks of the defire his majeſty had 


of contributing to my ſatisfaction; but his 


aſſiduities were too reſpectful to alarm my 
10 
violent, that he reſolved to do every ** 


not coir any e 


for my huſband, in a houſe near 


recautions to diſcover his love to him, 
e offered him immenſe riches, and his 
choice beſides of twenty of the fineſt wo- 


men in his ſeraglio, if he would but ſur- 


render me to him, and engage me to 
- make his paſſion a ſuitable return. + 
= Aben-azar, my lord, wha was well 
acquainted with the ſecrets of my heart, 
and knew that I would pay but little re- 
gard to the king's intereſted ſentiments, 
, was thunder-ftruck at this propoſal. 
My lord, ſaid he to the king, if it 


' - © depended on me alone to ſatisfy your 


majeſty's deſires, I aſſure you I would 
© readily facrifice my own intereſts and 
« inclination; but, when I married the 
beautiful Fatme, (this was the name I 


gave myſelf at Aden and at Serendib) 


2 bound myſelf, by the moſt dreadful 
d imprecations, never to divorce her 
againſt her conſent. If, therefore, you 


arting with her, I ſwear not to oppoſe 
for inclinations, notwithſtanding the 
grief L muſt feel at the loſs of a wife of 
o much merit, but ſhall ſuxrender her 
to you directly. But you mult pre- 
 pare- her for the propoſal by every 
kind and engaging means your inge- 
nious love can deviſe; otherwiſe ſhe 
would certainly take fright at the bare 
thoughts of a ſeparation, which ſhe has 
a thoufand times aſſured me would 
make her the unhappieſt woman in the 
whole world“. | a 
It was impoſſible to anſwer the Kin 
of Serendib in a more prudent and diſ- 


„ % „ W a & M M M M > 


creet manner. The amorous monarch 


emhraced Aben-azar a thouſand times, 
and loaded him with favours. 

I was ſoon made acquainted with the 
kmg's pretenſions. 
[ felt in flattering a paſſion to which I 
refolved to make no conceſſions contrary 
to thoſe tender ſentiments which 'my 
| heart ever cheriſhed for your auguſt ma- 
jeity, Aben-azar recommended the im- 

ohtion with ſuch ſolid arguments, that 
was obliged to feign and expreſs ſome 


regard for this prince. He no ſooner be- 


gan to percei-e, as he imagined, the pro- 

reis he had made in my affections, than 
he gave the moſt open marks of his ſatis- 
faction by a thouſand publick rejoicings, 
where profuſion and magnificence vied 


with each other. Aben-azar even, my 


can prevail on her to conſent to my 


atever reluctance 
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that in ju ice could be done, to break 

1 eee cloſeneſs created him ſo 

much jealouſy. He ſent for Aben-azar; 

and, after 4 made uſe of the greateſt 
1 


lord, who as TR myſelf imagined you 
were dead, advlſed me with great car- 
neſtneſs to make the king's tenderneſs a 


' ſuitable return, and accept of the crown 


of Serendib. But I can eaſily aſſure you, 
my lord, and the reſt of my adventures 


prove it, that I never ſeriouſſy liſtened to 


the propoſal, however glorious it might 


have been. In fine, the monarch; who 
had abitained for three months from any 
preciſe declaration, began to flatter him-' 


ſelf ſo much with the hopes of being 
loved, and of obtaining my conſent for a 


ſeparation from Aben-azar, that he was 


on the point of offering me his hand and 
his throne, when Abubeker's arrival at 
Serendib put an end to all his deſigns. 


I ſhall now leave, my lord, to this 


faithful ſubject the care of acquainting 
your majeſty with the reſt of my adven- 
tures; and fhall only tell you, that I was 


tranſported with joy when I learnedfrom 


him that you were ſtill alive; the know- 
ledge of which made me think it proper 
to inform the King of Serendib of my 
rank, and the impoſition -of Aben-azar. 


However amorous this monarch was, as 


ſoon as he got the better of the amaze- 
ment cauſed in him by the relation of my 
own and your majeſty's adventures, he 
generouſly renounced his pretenſions to 


a heart that could not conſent to be his, 


and offered me every aſſiſtanet within 
the reach of his greatneſs for my return 
to Aſtracan. I only accepted of a ſhip 


to carry me to Ormus. Our wo e has 
ed 


been happy. After this, I cro erſia 
with no other company than that of the 


faithful Aben-azar, (WhO I now preſent 


to your majeſty) and Abubeker, who 


did not know who I was: and I have 
had the comfort, my lord, of reſtoring” 


you Sf dived fight; and along with -it a 
ſpouſe, who has abways counted it hi,; 
therto, and will ever count it, her chief 
happineſs to pleaſe your majeſty, and to 
be tenderly loved by him. „ 


The King of Aſtracan could not re- 


tain his tears at theſe new aſſurances of 
tenderneſs given him by his beloved 
Zebd-El-caton. On his ſide, he vowed 


her a thoufand times an eternal love; 


and afterwards, turning to Abubeker, 


deſired him to ſpeak in his turn. What- 


ever impatience I may have, my dear 


friend, to hear the concluſion of the 
adventures of my beautiful queen, I 


© muſt defire you will not omit any cir- 


* cumſtances 1 * you muſt yourſelf 
| 2 


© have 


nee 


— 
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have met in ſo long a voyage. I make 
no doubt but fome of them have been 
ſingular enough; but, be that as it 


< will, I am ready to hear you with the 


e greateſt pleaſure.” 


Abubeker replied only by a very pro- 
found inclination, to ſignify his obe- 


dience; and then returning to his ſeat, 
gave his majeſty an account of what had 


appened to him fince his departure from 


acan, in the following manner. 


* „ 


THE ADVENTURES OF THE PHYSI- 
ÜN ABUBEKER. 


ob know, my lord, that the jokes 
of the phyſicians of Aſtracan 
proved a powerful motive to ſpur me on 


to undertake this voyage; but I muſt 


candidly own, that I ſoon began to repent 
my having given credit to the Arabian 
manuſcript. I was very young when I 


read it; ſo that I retained but a very 


- 


imperfect and confuſed notion of it's 


contents, and was no ways certain that 
the bird in queſtion was to be found at 


Serendib: I reſolved, therefore, before 1 
took the road for that iſland, to 20 and 


conſult ſome of thoſe famous philoſo- 

hers who live on a {mail mountain in 
the. heart of India. I therefore left 
e this intention; and, after 
crofling the Caſpian Sea, arrived at Per- 
bent *, where I ſought, in vain, for the 
woman I wanted to reſtore yaur majeſty's 
light; ſhe was not to be found there, or 


in any other part of Perſia. I then went 


to Tauris, from Tauris to Hiſpahan, and 


from Hiſpahan to Schiraz, where I made 


. | py beauty. 


| E. js called Temir-Capi, or 


ſome ſtay. But may I take the liberty 


of acquainting you, Sir, with my adven- 


tures in this city ?. I think I may, as your 
majeſty has ſo peremptorily commanded 


me not to hide any part of them; and 


this part may afford you ſome diver- 


Non. 


I I had heard ſome people ſpeak of the 
cadi of Schiraz s daughter, as of a com- 
ty. had often ſeen her paſs 

y the door of the houſe where I lodged; 
and, though her face and her ſhape were 
hid by a large and very thick veil, I had 


formed to myſelf fo raviſhing an idea of 
her perfections, that I entirely loſt my 


appetite, But a ſudden blaſt of wind 


accompliſhed a 


appearance. 
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having one day raiſed the veil that hid ſa 
many perfections, the ſight of them da- 
zled me ſo much, that f reſolved to try 
every means of . the heart of ſo 
ady. I did nat recol- 
lect that I was almoſt fifty, and conſe. 
quently no longer at an age proper to 


_ excite tender deſires in the heart of a 


young perſon; my fooliſh paſſion made 
me forget every ung: I acquainted an 
old woman who lived in the cadi's neigh- 
bourhood, and had acceſs to his houſe, 
with my love for Schahariar, (this was 
my charmer's name) and promiſed her a 
conſiderable ſum if ſhe could make any 
impreſſion on the young lady's. heart in 
my favour. The old woman pretended 
to go about the affair with great earneſt. | 
neſs; and, after repreſenting my miſtreſs 
to me ſometimes cruel, and ſometimes 
compaſſionate, at laſt aſſured me that ſhe 
was ready to make me happy. I paid 


dearly for this information, and prepared 


myſelf for the rendezvous I had received, 


I dreſſed myſelf in the moſt elegant man- 


ner I could, and failed not to attend at . 
the hour appointed. The old woman 
introduced me into the cadi's houſe; and 
a young female-flaye having conducted 
me by a back-ſtair to the top cf the 

houſe, ſhut me up in a cloſet, where the 
object of my wither ſoon after made her 
I was fo raviſhed with the 
fight of her, that I immediately threw 
myſelf at her feet; which I was em- 

bracing, in ſpite of all the reſiſtance ſhe 
could make, without being able to ipeak 
a ſingle word, when the cadi her father 
entered the room. I was thundey-ſiruck 
at the ſight of him; and Schahariar fainted 
away on ſeeing the fury that appeared in 
his eyes. He ordered her to be removed 

to her apartment; and I remained the 
ſole object of his vengeance. At firſt he 
appeared determined to have me imme- 
diately put to death; but changed his 
reſolution, ordering me to be bound hand 
and foot, and left me in the charge of 
two ſlaves till the day following; when 
he intended to puniſh my inſolence in a 


publick and exemplary manuer. 


It is impoſſible for me, my lord, (con- 
tinued Abubeker) to make you ſenſible 
of my grief and confuſion in this ſad 
ſituation. I ſaw I' was to die; but I was 
only ſorry for it on your majeſty's ac- 


A townof the province of Servan in Perſia I at the foot of Mount Caucaſus. This town 


roads of it's enemies. 


Gate of Iron, becauſe it is a paſs that ſecures Perſia from the in- 


count. 


£ 
— 


* 
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count. I did nothing but reproach my- and rage in finding that T had been thus 
ſelf with being the cauſe of 8 tricked by Schahariar, and that ſhe took - 
our ſufferings perpetual. I thought I fo cruel a vengeance of my pathon for 
could diſcover in the flaves that watched her. I made a thouſand ſad reflections 
me ſome ſigns of compaſſion for my on my misfortunes,” and as many at- 
concern. I offered them every thing in tempts to force the meſhes of my net; 
my power if they could let me eſcape. but all in vain, the ſcheme was too well 
At firſt they rejected my A e but concerted. I paſſed the might, Which 
one of them, feigning himſelf more af- was pretty cold, in this eruel ſituation; 
fected with my diſtreſs than the other, and the next day had the mortification of 
at length argued" his companion into a ſeeing all Schiraz flock about me to ſce 
compliance: nothing therefore remain- - ſo- diverting a ſpectacle. In fine, the 
ed but to determine in what manner I cadi put an end to the entertainment in 
ſhould make my eſcape. The cloſet the evening. The net was let down, I 
where I was had a little window to the was taken out of it; and then received, 
ſtreet; and they propoſed letting me by his directions, fifty ſtrokes of a ſtick, 
down by it into the ſtreet with the ropes well laid on, on the ſoles of my feet: 
that ſerved to bind me. I accepted the they then returned me my cloaths, and 
propoſal with joy; and, after being un- fer me looſe to return to my lodging by 
tied, prepared myſel: to put it in execu- favour of the night. I got home with 
tion; but unluckily the window was fo ſome difficulty, without letting my land- 
ſmall, that with much ado T covld get lord know the real cauſs of my abſence, - 
naked through it. I made no difficulty He had been one of the firit ſpectators of 
of {tripping myſelf for that purpoſe all my difgrace, but happily without know- 
to my ſhirt, my keepers promiling to ing who I was. However, I had the 
throw me my cloaths as ſoon as I was mortification of hearing my adventure 
got down. I then, with ſome difficulty, related from beginning to end, and even 
worked my way through the window, of being obliged to laugh heartily at the 
and flipped down the rope, which unfor- ſcene, for fear of leaving him any room 
- tunately proved too ſhort for my pur- to ſuſpect me of having acted the princi- 
zofe ; and the darkneſs of the night pal part in it. | DEAT 
Fader me from ſceing how much it ._ You may well imagine, my lord, that 
wauted of reaching the ground. How- I ſoon got the better of my paiſion, and 
ever, as there was no other, way left of that I made no great ſtay at Schiraz, 
eſcaping the cadi's anger, I reſolved to where I had been played ſuch a trick. 
let myſelf fall to the ground at all events: The day following I ſet out for Ormus 
accordingly I let go my hold. But I where, going on board the firſt ſhips 
leave your majeſty to judge of my ſur- bound for India, we landed at Diu®*x 
prize, when J found myſelf ſurrounded but I had no better ſucceſs here than elſe. 
with a net that had been placed on pur- Where; what I wanted was not to be 
pole to receive me; and heard my guards found. I then traverſed part of India 
ready to burſt with laughing at the con- and at length arrived at the habifation of 
dition I was in. Ah, my lord! you can- the Sages, or Gymnoſophiſts, of India . 
not conceive the greatneſs of my grief. Theſe philoſophers live on a very high 


The iſland of Diu is at about twenty miles from the mouth of the Gulph of Cambay; 
the Indians calling it Dive, but pronounce this laſt litter very ſoftly. This word, in the Indian 
language, fignifies Iſland; and this iſland is called fimply Div, or Dive, by way of eminence. 

+ This habitat on of the wife Indians, who differed but very little from the Jogues or 
Joguis, of whom I have already made mention, is fituated juſt in the center of India. On 
the mountain where they dwelt there was a ſacred well, and the moſt ſolemn cath a man could 
| take was to ſwear by this well; near which there was to be ſeen a great baſon in form of a 

chafting-diſh, full of fire, that yielded a lead- colour flame, without ſmell or ſmoke, and with... 
out ever riſing higher than the edges of the baſon. To this place the Indians uſed to came 
to purity themſelves of the fins they had committed; for which reaſon the ſages called this _ 
well © the Well of Sinz* and the baſon, the Baſon of Pardon. Here were likewiſe two 
tuns of black ſtone, one for rain, and the other for wind. That for gain uſed to be opened 
When India was afflifted with a ſevere drought, and there immediately iſſued from it clouds 

that ſoon covered it with rain from one end to another; and when the rain began tu exceed 


the wants of the country, it immediately ceaſed encloſing the other tun, and the weather grew 
ſerene and temperate. 


l Itwas in this place, too, that the prieſts cadie for the ſagred fire made 
uſe of in their ſacrifices 3 " | l E 


mountain 


bound me 


138 
mountain almoſt in the midſt of a plain, 
and ſurrounded with a rock, as likewiſe 
with a ſtro 
rally covered with a very thick fog, which 
ſerves to render it's inhabitants viſible or 
inviſible, as they think proper: but it is 
probable they were not averſe to my un- 
dertaking, fmce I eaſily reached their 
mountain, where I ſaw thoſe uncommon 
rarities, the well of fin, the baſon of 
pardon, the tuns ſo ſerviceable to India, 
and the ſacred fire, which they boaſt to 
N kindled directly by the rays of the 
un. 15 | 
Ah, my lord]! you may conceive better 
thay I can Expreſs, what reaſon I had to 
be ſatisfied with my journey to this place, 
when the ſages informed me that I Gould | 


not only find at Serendib the bird men- 


: tioned in the Arabian manuſcript, but 
likewiſe the only perſon deſtined to re- 
ſtore you your fight. * | 
I ſet out then for Serendib, full of con- 
fidence in the promiſes of the Indian 
ſages. I — through a great many 
towns without meeting with any acci- 
dent; but, as I was making my way 
through a pretty thick wood, I was 
ſtopped by eight robbers, who, after hav- 
ing taken from me my horſe, and every 
thing I carried with me, held a conſul- 
tation about cutting my throat. Some 
of them were for doing ſo; but the reſt, 
being of a more cruel diſpoſition, were 
of another opinion. One of theſe laſt, 
who had a very bad horſe, took mine 
inſtead of it; and ripping open the belly 
of his own with a ſabie, emptied it, and 
having ſtripped me quite naked, and 
and and foot, crammed me 
into it, faſtening it together in ſuch a 


manner, that it looked as if it never had 


been opened. They then left me to pe- 
riſh b 2 kind ef death never — 5 
thought of. 
Il was in a very 

focated, and, no doubt, on the point. of 
breathing my laſt, when my lamentations 
reached the cars of ſome travellers that 
happened to be going the ſame road. 


They looked out for me a long time with- 


out being able to find me; but one of 
them at lat drawing near the horſe, ima- 
From it's belly; but then he immediately 
withdrew in a great fright. His fellow- 


' travellers, however, had courage enough 


to turn the horſe; and having ripped it 


A toun in the kingdom of Biſnagar. 


wall. This place is gene- 


ſhort tte amol ſuf- 


— that the noiſe they heard proceeded 
7 
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open, drew me out of it's belly with the 
greateſt ſurprize imaginable. As for m 
art, I was half dead; but I had ſcarce 
reathed the freſh air, when 1 began to 
ſhew ſigns of life, and in a little time 1 
was able to give my deliverers an acconnt 
of my misfortune. They ſhuddered at 
the thoughts of it. I then waſhed myſelf 
in a rivulet, and put on a ragged old 
coat that one of them gave me. As they 
were going to the ſame place I was bound 
to, they permitted me to travel in their 
company. We arrived at Gingy®; and 
ſetting up a caravanſera, where I was 
extremely ſurprized to meet my horſe 
and. my robbers, I let my friends know 
the fortunate diſcovery I had made; 
upon which ſome of them went to the 
governor of the town, who immediately 


came back with them, and ſeized the 


wretches. They not only confeſſed this 
laſt crime, but ſeveral others; and were 


the next day, after the governor had re- 


turned me every thing I had loft, pu- 
niſked in the manner their cruelty de- 
ſerved. | | 

As in giving my delivercrs an account 
of my adventures, I informed them of 
my being a phyſician, and that I was 
bound for Serendib, to procure a remedy 
for your majeſty's blindneſs, they cried 
up my capacity to the governor of Gin- 
oy, and J found an opportunity of prac- 
tiling it in a very odd, but diverting man- 
ner, upon one of his ſons. But I do not 
know, my lord, if I can relate this paſ- 
ſage with a delicacy becoming your ma- 
jeſty's preſence. | 

Sarama (this was the governor's ge 


expreſſed great pleaſure at ſeeing me. 


© am told,” ſaid he, that you are an 
© able and experienced phyſician; and I 
© cannot doubt it, ſince the King of Aſ- 
* tracan has ſent you to look for the re- 
© medy he wants at ſo great a diſtance. 
A ſon of mine has been afflifted with a 
© ſevere hypocondria theſe eight days 
5 paſts and not one of our phyſicians has 
© heen able to cure him of his folly. I 
« mult own, indeed. that it is quite new 
© and ſingular. He has taken it into 
© his head that he ſhall one day lay un- 
der water the kingdom of Biſnagar. 
Nothing can free him from this odd 
* conceit; and accordingly he retains his 
© urine fo obſtinately, that he nuiſt ſpee- 
« dily fall a victim to his madneſs, un- 
© lefs means can be toundofreſtoring him 


"0 


© im. the right, rep 


4 


my 


'tually obeyed, I had 


. 8 
{ * 


« to bis right ſenſes. . That, ſaid I, 
1 — 5 is 2 very difficult taſk; the 
« dilorders of the mind are harder to be 
« cured than thoſe of the body: never- 


„ theleſs, I can aſſure you, that in leſs 
than Co hours I ſhall han relief.” 
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Sarama, upon this, looked upon mewith 
admiration; be ordered me to be con- 


ducted immediately to his palace, where 
I had the patient put into a warm bath, 
When 1 found to young man of the 
temperament I defired, ſo that nothing 
was wanting for his cure but a real deſire 
of it in himſelf, I went into another 
room, and ordered Sarama's ſlaves to cry 


out Fire! fire! with all their might, 


and with roſin and brimſtone to form 
the appearance of a conflagration at the 
door and windows of the patient. I then 


returned to him in a great fright: Ah, 


my lord! ſaid I, all our hopes now 
center in you alone. Behold the ravages 
* which an irreſiftible fire makes at Gin- 
* oy! Half the town is already in aſhes : 
© the flames begin to reach the palace; 
* and every thing is loſt, if you do not 
© ſpeedily interpoſe your aſſiſtance. The 
patient, upon this, got out of the bath 
in great confuſion. * And what, then, 
ſaid he, muſt I do to extinguiſh it? 
© Ah, my lord!' ſaid I, © give your wa- 
© ter a free paſſage; this alone, powerful 
as the cataracts of the Nile, can ſtop 
© the furious e er ge Vou are 

lied the young man, 
with all the ſeriouſneſs imaginable, * I 
«© did not in the leaſt think of it: it ne- 
ver entered my thoughts that an inun- 
« dation which I feared might prove ſo 
« fatal to my country, for whoſe ſake I 
« was ready to ſacrifice my life, ſhould 
* turn out ſo much to it's advantage.” 


Upon this he yielded to my advice, and 
| FE 


yered his urine, thathad been ſo long 
pent up, with the greateſt freedom. 
ordered that the flames ſhould be re- 


moved in the proportion the young man 


might have reaſon to think he extin- 
guiſhed them, and my orders were Pane: 

ee poſted peo- 
ple to come and thank the patient for his 
ſeaſonable interpoſition; and thus ended 


this diverting comedy, which was re- 


acted as often as the 
Ws: 1 | 

Sarama, my lord, thanked me in the 
moſt grateful manner, and very gene- 


governor's ſon re- 


, Toully rewarded my ſucceſs in relieving 


\ 


Serendib, and at laft 


\ 


1 
' 


139 


his ſon; who is nom, as I have heard 
ſince my return, radically cured, I then 
{et out tor Negapatan*, where I thought - 


to take ſhipping for Serendib; but the 


nearer I approached the port, as I may 


fay, the nearer too I in appearance drew  - 


to deſtruction. I had but a few leagues 
to make to reach Negapatan, when I met 
with two Indians a-foot, whom I took 
to be very honeſt men. We travelled 
the ſame road together for ſome time, 
diſcourſing on indifferent matters; but 
as I was on horſzback, and the town at 
no great diſtance, I thought it would be 
unmannerly not to make the reſt of the 
journey a- foot; I therefore alighted, and 
was now walking in the greateſt ſecu- 
rity with thele two men, when one of 
them, throwing a rope about my neck, 
drew me, with the help of the other, out 


of the high-road to the ſkirts of a wood. 


Here they robbed me; and, ſtripping me 
naked, threw me into a ditch that was 
twelve feet deep. After this, the two 
wretches, of whom I had not entertained 
the leaſt ſuſpicion, tied my horſe to a 


tree; and ſitting on the brink of the 


ditch, began to joke, on my 
and divide their plunder, 
men, ſaid I, © have ſome compaſſion 
on me; and, as you did not think pro- 
per to take away my life, do not leave 
© me a defenceleſs prey to wild beaſts. 
I only beſeech you to return me my 


ſimplicity, 


bow and arrows, to kecp them at a 


« diitance, as long as life remains. The 
robbers did not think they ought to re- 
fuſe me ſo ſmall a requeſt; they threw me 

my bow and arrows. But I ſoon paid 
them for their folly; for before they could 
get out of their place, I pierced each of 
them with an arrow ſo fortunately, that 

they immediately tumbled down dead, 
with all their ſpoil, into the ditch. Havy 


ing taken from them every thing that 


belonged to me, I placed one a-top of 

the other, and ied myſelf, by this 
meaus, enough to get out of the place 
where I was. TI then got on horſeback. 


' - again, and got to Negapatan; when, af- 


ter a few days ſtay, I took ſhipping for 


tere. ; a 

My firſt care, my lord, as ſcon as I 
landed on. the iſland, was to enquire. 
where I could find the bird I wanted. I 


heard, with great pleaſure, that it was in 


the king's gardens. I then thought of 


. * A city in the province of Coromandel, on che Gulph of Bengal. 
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vothingelſe but diſcovering the woman 


infinite number of them. 


— 


that was likewiſe requiſite on the occa- 
fion; and, for this purpoſe, aſſembled by 
proclamition the wives of all the blind 
men in the iſland, There appeared an 
I let them 


know my buſineſs, and promiſed great 


much noiſe in the ifland, not to reach his 
majeſty'sears. He was curious enough 


/ 


beginning to my departure 


rewards; but not one of them world 


venture to climb the dangerous tree, or 


TARTARIAN TALES; 


latter herſelf with the hopes of being 


able to reſtore your majeity's fight. _ 
I was prodigiouſly caſt down at this 
diſappointment, and began to doubt of 
the truth of the Indian ſages, when the 


king of the iſland ſent one of his vizirs 
to me. My adventures had made too 


to deſire to hear them from my own 
mouth; and I had the honour of relat- 
ing, my lord, . from it's 

epar rom Aſtra- 
can, in the preſence of a well-looking 
Jorng man, and à lady in a veil, who 
eemed to be mightily affected with every 


ding I fad. 


This monarch expreſſed great con- 
© cern at your misfortunes; but Is uſe 


not refrain laughing at my uneaſineſs for 
not finding a woman who thought her 


virtue and conjugal affection pure enough 


„ „ „ „ „„ „„ „„ „ „ „ „ „„ „ „ „ 


t climb the tree of Serendib. There is 


< a tradition, ſaid he, that the won- 
© derful bird, in one of my gardens, is a 
genius; who has lived in that form 
© there two hundred years paſt, on ac- 
count of ſome offence given by him to 
one of the ſages who liveon the moun- 
"tain of the ſacred fire. I know, like- 
"wile, that he is to continue in bondage 
till a woman ſhall have climbed up to 
the top of the tree where he reſides ; 
and, after gathering ſome of the divine 
liquor that diſtils from his bill, ſhall 


fatal effects of the tree: but then 
the muſt have ſo uy and ſo rare qua- 


enchanter muſt always remain a bird, 
and that the King of Aſtracan will ne- 
ver recover his ſight by this means.” 

The lady in the veilexpreſſed ſome re- 


ſentment at the king's raillery. But 
*-what, my lord!” faid ſne, is it becauſe - 


© impoſſible to find her? If you will 


© ſuch a woman is ſcarce, you think it 


N permit mie, Madam, to ſpeak ingenu- 
© oully,” r the king, I believe A- 


© bubeker looks for what he will never 


get down again without experiencing 
tne 


lifications, that"Lreally believe that the 


. 
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doubt in 


* 
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a character can only be confidered as 
an EE being. “ Well then, 
my lord, ſaid the lady, raiſing her veil, 
Lam reſolved to convince you of your 
miſtake, and vindicate the honour of 
my ſex, which you ſo much deſpiſe. I 
myſelf will make a trial of the dan- 
gerous tree; and will ſhew more reſo- 
lution than a great number of women, 
who have, as well as myſelf, the con- 
ditions requiſite to climb it; and only 
want courage to attempt it. You, 
* Madam!” cried but the King of Se- 
rendib, in great conſternatioſ © you try 


© the dangerous tree! Do yon conſider 


* well what you ſay? And though I 
ſhould permit you to undertake it, you 
ought to reflect a little that you have 

not all the neceſſary ' qualifications ; 
that to ſucceed you muſt be the wife of 
a blind man, and that your huſband 

© has a good pair of eyes.. Let that 

* not make your majeſty uneaſy,” replied 

the lady, with great coolneſs; * I ſhall 

in duetime clear up that myſtery to you; 
But J cannot, conſiſtently with my du- 
ty, defer any longer the ſteps neceſ- 

ceſſary for the King of Aſtracan's re- 
covery. 5 

The frighted monarch, my lord, in 

vain oppoſed the lady's reſolution; ſhe. 

was not to be diverted from it: and all 


- 
. 
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the ſatisfaction he could obtain, was to 
make her defer the execution of her de- 


ſign to the next day. I lodged this night 
at the palace by the king's orders; and 
the report being ſpread all over the iſland, 
that a woman was found bold enough to 
venture on the dangerous tree, the palace 
was by day-break ſurrounded by an in- 
finite number of people, who petitioned 
they might 'be permitted 'to behold ſo 
ſtrange a ſight. The king granted their 
requeſt, er the gates of the garden 
to he thrown open to them, and then con- 
ducted by the hand the lady, who had no 
. — his majeſty who ſhe was, 
to the foot of the tree, as he had noJonger 
any reaſon to be in pain about her ſate- 
ch She. then threw off a m_ gown 
that might encumber her; and climbing 
with great eaſe from hranch to branch, 
at length reached the top of the tree, ga- 
thered the precious liquor that diſtilled 
from the bird's bill, in a flagon of gold 
tied to her girdle, and came down with 
the ſame eaſe ſhe went up. Upon this 
the air reſounded with a thouſand ac- 


clamations of admiration and joy; and 


meet, and that a woman of ſo ſingular the ſurprize of the ſpectators was ſtill 


* 


increaſed 


A 1 


been ſo long confined, ſoar freely into the 


ſkies; and the tree wither away to ſuch a 


degree, that there did not remain a ſingle 


leaf on it. # 
The King of Serendib thought he 


could never ſufficiently commend - and 
*2dmire a lady who had given fo ſhin- 


ing an example of virtue and conjugal 
affeftion, * How happy is Schems« 
© Eddin,' faid he, to poſſeſs ſuch a wo- 
© man!—Ah, my dear Abubeker! let 
© him know, I beg of you, how rejoiced 
I am at his good fortune. It is ſo ex- 
© traordinary, that I cannot ſee any thing 
to equal it.” 5 

The lady in the veil liſtened to theſe 
praiſes with a modeſty that added new 
charms to her beauty. 
ſay to you, 


phyſician.) After having ſtaid at Se- 


rendib juſt as long as it was neceſſary to 
F ahi wr / 2 $ 
with favours by the wiſe and powerful 


e for our return, we left it, loaded 


monarch who reigns there with ſo much 
juſtice and moderation, and arrived at 
Ormus without experiencing any of thoſe 
diſaſters which voyages by ſea of ſuch a 
length are cally attended with, We 


then croſſed Perſia, and are now at laſt 


happily arrived at Aſtracan; where I 
have learned, and not before, from the 


mouth of the incomparable Zebd-El- 


8 
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jncreaſed on ſeeing the bird, who had 


What ſhall 1 
y lord? (continued, the 


— 
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caton, that Aben-azar, whom I always 
conſidered as her huſband, is nothing 


leſs; and have the happineſs of findin 


that, at the ſame time I have contribut 


to reſtore you your ſight, I have like- 


wile that of bringing you back an illuſ- 
trious conſort, that you had fo long be- 


wailed as loſt for ever, and without whom 


your joy would have been imperfect. 
ay Heaven, my lord, propitious tomy 
vows, grant your majeſty, and this in- 
comparable princeſs, a long ſeries 

happineſs, uninterrupted by ſickneſs or 


old age! And ben ladies of Para- 
1 


diſe, on God's aſſigning one day their 
portions in your love, place all their hap- 
pineſs in being beloved by you as much 
as the divine Zebd-El-caton has now 
the Happineſs of being. | 


The wiſhes of Abubeker, which put 
an end to his hiſtory, were fully accom - 


liſhed. - Schems - Eddin, the happy 

chems-Eddin, loaded him, Aben-azar, 
and Ben-Eridoun, with favours; and 
lived in the moſt exemplary union with 
his wife, who bore him many children, 
worthy heirs of their royal parents vir- 
tues. And this illuſtrious pair felt for 
each other, in their old days, thoſe ten- 
der ſentiments which one would imagine 
youth alone could experience. 
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